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T. O. D.  Johnst on' s Comment ar y on Luke 

Pr ef ace 
 

     Af t er  r eadi ng many schol ar l y comment ar i es on di f f er ent  books 
of  Scr i pt ur e,  i t  became my ment al  habi t  t o si f t  t hr ough t he mi nut e 
di scussi ons of  i ndi vi dual  wor ds and/ or  phr ases,  and t he quot i ng of  
var i ous schol ar s of  t he past  of  many di f f er i ng opi ni ons,  and 
cent er  on t he most  l ogi cal  and i nspi r at i onal  t r ut hs t hat  r emai ned.  
Thus I  r el i ed on t he st udi ed schol ar shi p of  t hose who had l ear ned 
t he or i gi nal  l anguages and had r ead al l  t he pr evi ous schol ar s t hat  
had wr i t t en t o get  t he best  possi bl e under st andi ng of  Scr i pt ur e 
t hat  I ,  as a non- schol ar ,  coul d.  I t  seemed t hat  most  chur ch 
member s woul d not  at t empt  t o r ead schol ar l y wor ks -  but  woul d 
benef i t  f r om t hei r  knowl edge i f  pr esent ed i n a pl ai n and 
st r ai ght f or war d manner ,  t he t r ut hs t hey had per cei ved.  The 
f ol l owi ng comment ar y i s my at t empt  t o do t hi s.  May God bl ess my 
ef f or t s t o t he ext ent  t hat  t hey i ncr ease t he under st andi ng and 
f ai t h of  t he r eader .  
 

T. O. D.  Johnst on 
2005 
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I nt r oduct i on 

 
     The Wr i t er  of  t he Gospel  
     I t  i s a gener al l y accept ed f act  t hat  Luke was t he aut hor  of  
t he 3r d Gospel ,  as wel l  as t he book of  Act s.  Fr om t he evi dence i n 
hi s epi st l es,  Luke was a f r equent  compani on of  Paul  -  especi al l y 
i n Rome.  
     Ver y ear l y i n t he Chr i st i an Chur ch ( 160- 180 A. D. ) ,  a 
st r ai ght - f or war d r ecor d of  evi dence r ecor ded Luke i s Paul ' s 
compani on who wr ot e t he Gospel  and Act s.  A pr ol ogue t o t he Gospel  
by one of  t he ear l y chur ch f at her s r ecor ded:  
     " Luke was an Ant i ochi an of  Syr i a,  a physi ci an by pr of essi on.  
He was a di sci pl e of  t he apost l es and l at er  accompani ed Paul  unt i l  
t he l at t er ' s mar t yr dom.  He ser ved t he Lor d wi t hout  di st r act i on,  
havi ng nei t her  wi f e nor  chi l dr en,  and at  t he age of  84 f el l  asl eep 
i n Boeot i a,  f ul l  of  t he Hol y Spi r i t .  The Gospel s of  Mat t hew and 
Mar k wer e al r eady i n exi st ence.  I n hi s pr ol ogue Luke makes t hi s 
cl ear  but  he f el t  moved t o r ecor d an account  speci f i cal l y f or  t he 
Gent i l e bel i ever s so t hat  t hey woul d not  be decei ved by any 
mi xt ur e of  Jewi sh di st r act i ons t hat  coul d cl oud t he t r ut h.  At  t he 
begi nni ng Luke r el at es t he nat i vi t y of  t he Bapt i st  -  t he Lor d' s 
f or er unner  i n pr epar at i on by t he bapt i sm unt o r epent ance.  Thi s 
mi ni st r y had been f or et ol d by Mal achi .  Af t er  wr i t i ng t hi s Gospel ,  
Luke al so wr ot e t he Act s of  t he Apost l es. "  
      About  300 A. D. ,  Eusebui s wr ot e,  " Luke who was by r ace an 
Ant i ochi an,  and a physi ci an by pr of essi on,  was a l ong compani on of  
Paul ,  and had car ef ul  conver sat i on wi t h t he ot her  Apost l es,  and i n 
t wo books l ef t  us exampl es of  t he medi ci ne f or  soul s whi ch he had 
gai ned f r om t hem. "  
 
     Luke' s Sour ces 
     He was not  an eye- wi t ness of  Jesus'  l i f e on ear t h,  but  he had 
t he best  oppor t uni t y t o t al k t o and r ecor d t he wi t nesses of  t hose 
who had seen and hear d Jesus.  He was cl osel y connect ed wi t h Paul ,  
who al so i n t ur n had come i n cont act  wi t h many eyewi t nesses of  
Jesus'  l i f e,  deat h,  r esur r ect i on,  and ascensi on ( Pet er ,  James,  and 
ot her s) .  
     Whi l e i n Jer usal em f r om 57- 59 A. D. ,  Luke had ampl e 
oppor t uni t y t o speak t o James ( Jesus'  br ot her ) ,  t he el der s,  and 
ot her  member s of  t he Pal est i ni an congr egat i ons ( especi al l y at  
Caesar ea and Jer usal em) .  As an educat ed man,  he woul d car ef ul l y 
r ecor d al l  i nf or mat i on val uabl e i n get t i ng a f ul l  and cl ear  
knowl edge of  ever yt hi ng he coul d f i nd out  f r om t hese eyewi t nesses.  
     Accor di ng t o Act s,  Luke st ayed wi t h Phi l i p t he evangel i st ,  
t r avel ed wi t h Si l as of  t he Jer usal em chur ch,  and was cl osel y 
associ at ed wi t h Mar k.  Mar k aut hor ed t he second Gospel  and had most  
l i kel y been eyewi t ness t o some of  t he l at er  event s i n Jesus'  l i f e.  
He was known as t he cl ose f ol l ower  of  Pet er ,  whose pr eachi ng 
concer ni ng Jesus i s gener al l y r ecogni zed as t he mai n sour ce of  hi s 
Gospel .  
     Luke had been t oget her  wi t h Mar k dur i ng Paul ' s capt i vi t y i n 
Rome ( ment i oned i n Col ossi ans 4: 10, 14 and Phi l emon 24) .  
     Though wi t hout  doubt  many eyewi t nesses woul d have wr i t t en  
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I nt r oduct i on cont i nued 

 
down t hei r  knowl edge concer ni ng Jesus,  i t  was not  unt i l  t he 
eyewi t nesses,  especi al l y t he Apost l es,  began t o di e t hat  t he 
necessi t y of  r ecor di ng al l  t hat  was known about  Chr i st  became 
essent i al .  I t  i s al so l i kel y t hat  t he Apost l es and ot her  ear l y 
pr eacher s r ecor ded not es of  t hei r  messages t o ai d t hei r  memor y and 
del i ver y.  
     I n hi s own pr ef ace,  Luke r emar ks t hat  he had t r aced t he 
cour se of  al l  t hi ngs f r om t he f i r st .  He wr ot e t o make cer t ai n t hat  
Theophi l us had t he best  r ecor d of  t hose t hi ngs concer ni ng Jesus 
t hat  he had been t aught .  
     I t  has become a pr ecar i ous assumpt i on of  some moder n cr i t i cs,  
t hat  t he ar t  of  wr i t i ng was not  wi del y known and pr act i ced i n t he 
t i me of  Jesus.  
     2 Ti mot hy 4: 11, 13 gi ves t he car ef ul  r eader  t he i dea t hat  Paul  
was t hen hel pi ng Luke i n t he composi ng of  t he t hi r d Gospel  and/ or  
t he Book of  Act s.  
     No cer t ai n dat e has been suggest ed t hat  can be cor r obor at ed 
wi t hi n t he Gospel  or  t he Act s.  I t  i s assumed t hat  t he Gospel  was 
wr i t t en f i r st .  Bot h ar e gener al l y r egar ded as bei ng wr i t t en bef or e 
70 A. D.  
     Luke' s wr i t i ng shows a mast er y of  t he Gr eek l anguage.  I n hi s 
t wo books he r ecor ds wi t h a vocabul ar y of  about  800 wor ds whi ch do 
not  occur  anywher e el se i n t he New Test ament .  
 
     Luke As Hi st or i an 
     Af t er  doi ng many year s of  r esear ch and st udyi ng r egi ons wher e 
event s descr i bed by Luke t ook pl ace,  Ramsey st at ed t hat  " Luke' s 
hi st or y i s unsur passed i n r espect  of  i t s t r ust wor t hi ness. "  Ramsey 
was a wor l d- r enowned ar chaeol ogi st .  
 
     Hi s Pur pose 
     Luke hi msel f  st at es t he r eason he wr ot e hi s book.  I t  i s 
addr essed t o Theophi l us t o make cer t ai n t hat  he may know wi t h 
cer t ai nt y t he f act s about  t he t hi ngs he was t aught .  He want ed 
Gent i l e Chr i st i ans t o know on what  cer t ai n hi st or i cal  f act s t hei r  
f ai t h was based.  I t  was wr i t t en f r om a hi st or i cal  and sci ent i f i c 
poi nt  of  vi ew.  He const ant l y r ef er s t o t he r el at i onshi p bet ween 
t he hi st or y of  Jesus and t he f i r st  Chr i st i ans,  and t hat  of  t he 
Jewi sh and Roman wor l d of  t he t i me.  He of t en gi ves i ndi cat i ons of  
t i me,  and most l y f ol l ows chr onol ogi cal  or der .  
     Hi s Gospel  i s t he most  compl et e and compr ehensi ve of  t he f our  
Gospel s.  Hi s was not ,  however ,  j ust  a hi st or i cal  wor k,  but  wi t h 
t he obj ect  of  convi nci ng,  conver t i ng,  and spi r i t ual l y i nst r uct i ng 
hi s f el l ow bel i ever s.  Hi s wor k was wr i t t en out  of  f ai t h unt o 
f ai t h,  t o r eveal  Jesus as Lor d and Redeemer .  
 
     Speci al  Char act er i st i cs of  Luke 
     One t hi ng t hat  Luke does uni quel y i n hi s Gospel  i s depi ct  
Jesus as t he Gr eat  Physi ci an who came t o seek and heal  al l  t hose 
si ck wi t h si n.  He i s cal l ed Savi or  ( what  Jesus t he name means) ,   
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I nt r oduct i on cont i nued 

 
t he Redeemer ,  He embodi es t he sal vat i on whi ch God pr epar ed.  Luke 
al so emphasi zes t he uni ver sal  qual i t y of  t hat  Sal vat i on.  He was 
not  j ust  t he pr omi sed Messi ah of  t he Ol d Test ament  come t o onl y 
save I sr ael ,  or  j ust  t he Jews.  Hi s sal vat i on was of f er ed t o 
Samar i t ans,  pagans,  publ i cans,  si nner s,  out cast s,  t he poor ,  t he 
r espect abl e,  t he r i ch,  women,  as wel l  as men,  even t o sl aves.  
     Uni quel y,  Luke connect s t he event s i n Jesus'  l i f e wi t h 
i mpor t ant  r ef er ences t o t he wi der  wor l d of  peopl e,  f or ces,  and 
event s.  
     Jesus'  bi r t h i s r ecor ded as dur i ng t he r ei gn of  Roman Emper or  
August us.  John t he Bapt i st  began pr eachi ng i n t he 15t h year  of  
Ti ber i us Caesar ,  Pi l at e was gover nor  of  Judea,  Her od Tet r ar ch of  
Gal i l ee,  hi s br ot her  Phi l i p t et r ar ch of  I t ur ea and Tr achoni t i s,  
t he hi gh pr i est hood of  Annas and Cai aphas.  
     I n hi s geneal ogy of  Jesus he goes back beyond Abr aham t o Adam 
as cr eat ed by God.  Luke al so emphasi zes Jesus'  compassi on f or  
physi cal  as wel l  as spi r i t ual  need.  He came t o br i ng physi cal  as 
wel l  as spi r i t ual  r edempt i on t o al l  i n need,  bot h now and f or ever  
mor e.  A gr eat  var i et y of  peopl e wer e saved,  and especi al l y not i ced 
i s t he t ot al l y di f f er ent  at t i t ude t owar d women t han t hat  of  al l  
t he cul t ur es of  t hat  t i me.  Gener al l y t hey wer e t r eat ed as l ess 
t han any man,  as ser vant s,  and of t en wi t h cont empt .  Jesus t r eat ed 
t hem as of  equal  val ue and st at ur e.  
     Luke al so st r essed t he per f ect  humani t y of  Jesus and Hi s 
const ant  communi on wi t h t he Fat her .  He i s t he Son of  Man,  He i s 
t he Son of  God,  He i s Chr i st  our  Lor d,  t he Redeemer .  
 
     Pl ease Not e 
     I t  i s essent i al  t o r ead t he appr opr i at e Scr i pt ur es as you 
st udy t he l essons,  i n or der  t o gai n a f ul l  under st andi ng of  t he 
mat er i al .  
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Lesson I :  

Chapt er s 1 and 2 
 
     Pr ef ace 1: 1- 4 -  Luke' s Pr ef ace.  
     Onl y Luke addr esses hi s r eader s and r el at es hi s r eason f or  
wr i t i ng.  Thi s i s a st yl e of  cl assi cal  Gr eek hi st or i ans and medi cal  
wr i t er s.  Hi s pur pose i s t o r ecor d t he Gospel  st or y.  
     Up t o t hi s t i me t he spoken wor d of  t he Apost l es and ot her  
eyewi t nesses was t he met hod of  del i ver i ng t he Gospel  message t o 
t he Chur ch.  As t he chur ch r eached f ur t her  di st ances and as t hose 
or i gi nal  wi t nesses di ed t her e became an ever  i ncr easi ng need f or  
t he essent i al  and compl et e Gospel  r ecor d t o be wr i t t en and 
ci r cul at ed.  Luke per cei ved t hi s need.  He r ef er s t o t he f act  t hat  
ot her s had al r eady set  f or t h such a r ecor d.  He i ndi cat es,  however ,  
t hat  he sees a need f or  a speci f i c r ecor d of  event s t hat  t hose 
al r eady wr i t t en di d not  f ul f i l l .  
     I t  i s gener al l y accept ed t hat  Mar k was one of  t hese wr i t er s.  
Luke emphasi zed t hat  al l  t he wr i t i ngs wer e based upon account s 
r el at ed by eyewi t nesses,  speci f i cal l y t he Apost l es.  Thus t hese 
r ecor ds ar e not  f abl es or  r i t ual i st i c t r adi t i ons,  but  t he 
aut hor i t at i ve i nf or mat i on of  obser ved f act .  Mar k i s cr edi t ed as 
r ecor di ng t he message t hat  Pet er  t aught  and pr eached.  Luke,  as a 
compani on of  Paul  had ampl e oppor t uni t i es t o i nt er vi ew t hose t hat  
wer e eyewi t nesses of  t he l i f e and mi ni st r y of  Jesus,  bot h i n 
Jer usal em and i n ot her  l ocat i ons.  
 
     Ver se 3.  He st at es t hat  he has got t en t he i nf or mat i on f r om 
t he begi nni ng of  t he l i f e of  Jesus,  as wel l  as t he pr omi se of  t he 
For er unner ,  John t he Bapt i st .  Luke r epor t s t hat  he l ooked at  al l  
avai l abl e i nf or mat i on t o be cer t ai n t hat  what  he r ecor ded her e 
woul d be as compl et e and det ai l ed as necessar y.  We must  assume 
t hat ,  under  t he gui dance of  t he Hol y Spi r i t ,  he wr ot e t he most  
i mpor t ant  and necessar y dat a t o r ecor d t he wor ds and event s of  t he 
Gospel  nar r at i ve.  
     He al so set  hi s t ask t o r el at i ng t hese event s i n 
chr onol ogi cal  or der .  Of  t he f our  Gospel s,  Luke' s i s t he most  
compr ehensi ve.  I t  i ncl udes many t hi ngs not  ment i oned i n t he 
ot her s.  
     Luke addr essed hi msel f  t o Theophi l us,  ot her wi se unknown,  but  
a ' most  excel l ent '  per son,  most  l i kel y of  hi gh of f i ci al  r ank,  i n 
t he Roman Empi r e.  Si nce ' Theophi l us'  means ' dear  t o God' ,  some 
have suggest ed t hat  t hi s was a pseudonym gi ven t o a conver t  t o 
Chr i st i ani t y.  I t  was a not  uncommon pr act i ce of  t he t i me t o 
dedi cat e a wr i t i ng t o a speci f i c per son,  and pl an i t  f or  a wi der  
ci r cul at i on of  r eader s.  
 
     Ver se 4.  Luke st r esses t he need f or  Theophi l us ( and ot her  
r eader s)  t o have a compl et e account  of  what  t hey have al r eady been 
t aught  i n par t  t o f i r ml y gr ound t hei r  f ai t h.  
     I n t he or i gi nal  Gr eek,  t hese 4 ver ses ar e wr i t t en i n one 
sent ence.  I n t he r est  of  hi s wr i t i ng he f ol l ows t he pat t er n of  
Hebr ai zi ng st yl e of  t he Gr eek t r ansl at i on of  t he Ol d Test ament ,   
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Lesson I  Cont i nued 

( Pr ef ace 1: 1- 4 -  Luke' s Pr ef ace)  
 

bot h Ar amai c i di om,  and col l oqui al  st yl e of  t he t i me.  Hi s obj ect  
was cl ear  commmuni cat i on,  not  cl assi cal  or  or nat e ski l l f ul  
l anguage.  He di d not  want  t o di st r act  t he r eader  f r om t he message.  
     The uni queness of  Chr i st i ani t y i s t he r ecor di ng over  many 
cent ur i es of  how God has deal t  wi t h man bot h pr ophet i cal l y,  and 
pr act i cal l y.  I n t he Ol d Test ament ,  t hi s i s shown t hr ough t he whol e 
sacr i f i ci al  syst em,  especi al l y t he Passover  and t he Day of  
At onement .  Thi s was t o pr epar e t hem f or  t he comi ng of  Jesus.  Thi s 
r edempt i on was compl et ed i n and t hr ough t he I ncar nat i on and 
f i ni shed wor k of  Jesus t he Chr i st .  I n ot her  wor ds,  i t  t el l s how 
God,  t hr ough Hi s mer cy and gr ace,  made a way t o save t he l ost .  
Luke j ust l y emphasi zes t he t r ust wor t hi ness of  hi s Gospel  
nar r at i ve.  
 
     Luke 1: 5- 25 -  The Bi r t h of  John t he Bapt i st  Announced.  
     The appear ance and mi ni st r y of  Jesus i s t he cent r al  event  of  
t i me.  Ever yt hi ng t hat  went  bef or e l ed up t o i t .  Ever yt hi ng t hat  
has come af t er war ds i s connect ed wi t h i t ,  or  i n accept ance or  
r ej ect i on of  i t .  
     Thi s r ecor d has t he backgr ound of  t he Bapt i st ,  f or mi ng t he 
l i nk bet ween t he r evel at i on of  t he Ol d Test ament  and t he New 
Test ament .  The ol d and new ar e a cont i nuous movement  i n t he 
unf ol di ng r evel at i on of  God' s pl an.  
     The voi ce of  pr ophecy had been si l ent  f or  about  400 year s.  
Ever yt hi ng was pr epar ed.  Now God was t o t ur n t o t he whol e of  
humani t y.  I t  begi ns i n t he t empl e,  wi t h a pr i est  who wi l l  f at her  
t he one t o pr epar e t he way.  
     Luke t el l s t he st or y of  John f ocusi ng on t he way i t  poi nt s 
t o,  and i dent i f i es Jesus t he Chr i st .  Thi s new wor k begi ns wi t h t he 
l i f e of  a pr i est  i n t he Hol y Templ e i n Jer usal em,  t he Hol y Ci t y.  
Luke r ecount s onl y t he aspect s of  t he backgr ound of  John t he 
Bapt i st  t hat  poi nt  t o Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 5.  The nat i vi t y of  t he Bapt i st  i s cl osel y connect ed 
wi t h t hat  of  Chr i st ,  as Hi s f or er unner .  As John announces t he 
begi nni ng of  t he New Di spensat i on,  t he r ei gn of  Her od ( ki ng of  
Judea f r om 40 t o 4 B. C. )  r eaches i t s t r agi c concl usi on.  He was 
cal l ed Her od ' t he Gr eat ' .  He was f r om Dumea,  but  pr of essed t o 
f ol l ow t he Jewi sh f ai t h.  Hi s ki ngshi p was by f avor  of  t he Roman 
Gover nment .  
     Out war dl y he seemed successf ul ,  especi al l y because of  t he 
many beaut i f ul  bui l di ngs he had bui l t ,  whi ch i ncl uded t he new 
t empl e.  On t he ot her  hand,  he had al so er ect ed pagan t empl es,  and 
i nst i t ut ed pagan games.  He was r el ent l ess i n hi s cr uel t y t owar d 
any who opposed hi m.  He di st r ust ed hi s own f ami l y,  sever al  of  whom 
he had put  t o deat h.  
     When he di ed i n 4 B. C. ,  no one mour ned,  i n hi s own f ami l y nor  
i n t he whol e Jewi sh nat i on.  The days of  Her od wer e consi der ed dar k 
and danger ous f or  I sr ael .  Agai nst  t hi s backgr ound,  Luke begi ns  
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wi t h t he comi ng of  t he For er unner ,  and t hen t he Chr i st .  
     Si nce Davi d' s t i me,  t he pr i est s wer e di vi ded i nt o 24 or der s,  
of  whi ch Abi j ah was t he ei ght h.  Zachar i as bel onged t o t hi s or der .  
Hi s wi f e,  El i zabet h,  was al so of  pr i est l y descent .  A pr i est  
mar r i ed t o a pr i est ' s daught er  was consi der ed a speci al  
di st i nct i on.  Any of f spr i ng was consi der ed especi al l y bl essed.  
     Zachar i as means ' t he Lor d r emember s'  i n t he sense of  Hi s 
covenant .  El i zabet h means ' My God i s t he Absol ut el y Fai t hf ul  One' .  
Thi s suggest s t he wor ki ng of  God' s pr ovi dence.  
 
     Ver se 6.  These t wo wer e r i ght eous and upr i ght  bef or e t he 
peopl e -  and al so bef or e God.  They act ed qui t e di f f er ent l y t han 
t he gener al  behavi or  of  t he t i me.  These wer e t he par ent s chosen by 
God t o br i ng Chr i st ' s f or er unner  i nt o t he wor l d and r ai se hi m i n 
such a r i ght eous home unt i l  t he t i me f or  hi s mi ni st r y t o begi n.  
 
     Ver se 7.  Thi s coupl e had bor ne t he sor r ow t o an advanced age 
of  bei ng chi l dl ess.  They had not  become bi t t er  or  r esent f ul  t owar d 
God.  They per sever ed i n t hei r  ser vi ce t o God.  
 
     Ver se 8, 9.  I n t hi s par t i cul ar  week t he pr i est l y cour se of  
Abi j ah was cal l ed upon t o ser ve at  t he Templ e.  Zachar i as was one.  
Each day t he l ot  was cast  f or  t he var i ous dut i es f or  t hat  day.  On 
t hat  day Zachar i as was chosen by l ot  t o bur n i ncense i n t he Hol y 
Pl ace i n t he mor ni ng and agai n about  3 i n t he af t er noon.  
 
     Ver se 10.  I n t he t empl e cour t  out si de t he Sanct uar y,  publ i c 
gat her i ngs f or  pr ayer  t ypi cal l y t ook pl ace t hr ee t i mes a day.  The 
f i r st  and l ast  of  t hese gat her i ngs t ook pl ace at  t he same t i me as 
t he bur ni ng of  i ncense.  
     Zachar i as was pr esent i ng t he i ncense of f er i ng on t he gol den 
al t er  i n t he hol y pl ace,  a gr eat  mul t i t ude wer e pr ayi ng i n t he 
out er  t empl e cour t .  When t he si gnal  was gi ven,  t he i ncense was 
of f er ed.  The i ncense r epr esent ed t r ue consecr at i on t o God.  As t he 
smoke of  t he i ncense ascended,  t he peopl e f el l  down wi t h hands 
spr ead out  i n si l ent  pr ayer .  Al l  was qui et  t hr oughout  t he ar ea.  
Thi s l ot  nor mal l y f el l  t o a pr i est  onl y once i n hi s l i f et i me.  
 
     Ver se 11.  I t  was dur i ng t hese moment s t hat  an angel  of  t he 
Lor d appear ed t o Zachar i as.  He st ood al l  at  once on t he honor ed 
r i ght  si de of  t he gol den al t ar  on whi ch Zachar i as was of f er i ng t he 
i ncense.  
 
     Ver se 12.  Zachar i as was over t aken wi t h f ear  i n t hi s most  
sol emn moment  when t he angel  appear ed.  
 
     Ver se 13.  The angel  assur ed hi m t hat  he had no need t o f ear ,  
but  t hat  God had hear d hi s pr ayer .  Thi s pr ayer  was most  l i kel y f or  
t he sal vat i on of  hi s peopl e t hr ough t he pr omi sed Messi ah.  The  
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angel  assur ed hi m t hat  a gr eat  pr i vi l ege was t o be vi si t ed upon 
hi m and hi s wi f e.  
     El i sabet h was t o bear  hi m a son who woul d be t he f or er unner  
and pr ocl ai m t he comi ng r edeemer .  God i n t hi s way was al so 
f ul f i l l i ng t hei r  year s of  pr ayer  f or  a chi l d,  even t hough t hey 
wer e so advanced i n age.  The chi l d was t o be cal l ed John,  t he name 
meani ng ' t he Lor d i s mer ci f ul ' ,  or  ' t he gr aci ous gi f t  of  God' .  
 
     Ver se 14.  Hi s par ent s as wel l  as any ot her  wi l l  r ej oi ce at  
t he chi l d' s comi ng i nt o t he wor l d.  Af t er  so l ong a t i me wi t hout  a 
pr ophet ,  t he comi ng of  John wi l l  be a gr eat  bl essi ng t o t he devout  
f ol l ower s of  God.  
 
     Ver se 15.  Thi s chi l d wi l l  be gr eat  i n t he si ght  of  t he Lor d,  
so t he r eact i on wi l l  be gr eat  r ej oi ci ng.  He wi l l  nei t her  dr i nk 
wi ne nor  any ot her  st r ong dr i nk.  He wi l l  be const ant l y f ul l  of  t he 
Hol y Ghost  and r ecei ve f r om Hi m t he necessar y st r engt h and 
i nspi r at i on t o f ul f i l l  hi s di vi ne cal l i ng.  The Ol d Test ament  
pr ophet s wer e as a r ul e onl y t empor ar i l y f i l l ed wi t h t he Spi r i t ,  
but  John wi l l  be f i l l ed wi t h t he Hol y Spi r i t  f r om t he begi nni ng of  
hi s l i f e.  
 
     Ver se 16.  The t r ue f unct i on of  a pr ophet  was t o cal l  t he 
waywar d and si nf ul  peopl e back t o God and t r ue r i ght eousness 
( Jer emi ah 3: 17;  Ezeki el  3: 19,  Dani el  9:  13) .  He wi l l  be 
successf ul .  
 
     Ver se 17.  He wi l l  be mor e t han any or di nar y pr ophet .  He wi l l  
go bef or e t he Lor d and pr epar e t he way f or  t he Messi ah.  What  was 
pr ophesi ed i n t he l ast  Ol d Test ament  Book of  Mal achi  3: 1 " Behol d,  
I  wi l l  send my messenger ,  and he shal l  pr epar e t he way bef or e me:  
and t he Lor d,  whom ye seek,  shal l  suddenl y come t o hi s t empl e,  
even t he messenger  of  t he covenant ,  whom ye del i ght  i n:  behol d,  he 
shal l  come sai t h t he Lor d of  host s. "  
     I n Mal achi  4: 5,  " Behol d,  I  wi l l  send you El i j ah t he pr ophet ,  
bef or e t he gr eat  and t er r i bl e day of  t he Lor d. "  Jesus Hi msel f  sai d 
of  John t hat  he was t he pr ophet  El i j ah who was t o come.  Chr i st ' s 
comi ng br ought  t he j udgment  of  God i n I sr ael  because t he maj or i t y 
of  t he peopl e had r ef used t o accept  Hi m.  
     The angel  decl ar es t hat  John wi l l  appear  i n t he manner  of  
El i j ah.  The hear t s of  t hose i n a f ami l y wi l l  be r euni t ed.  John' s 
cal l i ng f or  r epent ance wi l l  cause t hose who answer  t hat  cal l  t o 
gi ve up t hei r  si nf ul  ways.  Thi s woul d br i ng t he f or mer l y 
r ebel l i ous i nt o r el i gi ous har mony wi t h t hei r  bel i evi ng ancest or s 
( f or ef at her s) .  Al l  t hi s wor ks t o pr epar e a peopl e t o be 
spi r i t ual l y awakened and expect ant  of  t he comi ng of  t he Lor d.  
 
     Ver se 18.  Zachar i as i s over whel med.  How can t hese t hi ngs be? 
El i sabet h i s not  onl y bar r en,  but  al so f ar  advanced i n age as he  
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al so i s.  He want s t o bel i eve but  hesi t at es i n aski ng f or  a si gn of  
t he t r ut h of  t hi s pr ophecy.  
 
     Ver se 19.  Cer t ai nl y he knew t he st or y of  Abr aham and Sar ah 
who had been gi ven I saac i n t hei r  advanced age.  Sar ah had al so 
been bar r en.  Hi s l ack of  bel i ef  i n t he absol ut e power  and mer cy of  
God i s unmer i t ed,  so he i s chast i sed.  
     Zachar i as cal l s hi msel f  ' an ol d man' .  I n cont r ast ,  t he angel  
st at es:  " I  am Gabr i el ,  t hat  st and i n t he pr esence of  God;  and I  
was sent  t o speak unt o t hee,  and t o br i ng t hee t hese gl ad 
t i di ngs" .  How can Zachar i as doubt  such a message f r om such a 
messenger ,  sent  f r om t he i mmedi at e pr esence of  God,  especi al l y t o 
hi m? 
 
     Ver se 20.  The si gn asked f or  i s gi ven,  but  at  t he same t i me,  
i t  i s a chast i sement .  He wi l l ,  f r om t hat  moment ,  unt i l  t he bi r t h 
of  t he pr omi sed son,  be dumb.  He doubt ed t he message of  Gabr i el  -  
yet  i t  wi l l  come t o pass,  as God pl anned.  
 
     Ver se 21.  Meanwhi l e,  t he peopl e wer e wai t i ng f or  t he pr i est  
t o come out  f r om t he Hol y Pl ace.  The l engt h of  t i me was t o be 
i mmedi at el y af t er  t he i ncense was of f er ed.  Any del ay br ought  
i ncr easi ng anxi et y.  
 
     Ver se 22.  Tr adi t i onal l y,  t he pr i est  woul d come out  and bl ess 
t he peopl e f ol l owi ng t hat  of  Number s 6: 24- 26.  When Zachar i as 
f i nal l y came out ,  t he peopl e wer e wai t i ng.  They i mmedi at el y 
not i ced t hat  somet hi ng ext r aor di nar y had happened.  Zachar i as not  
onl y di dn' t  gi ve t he pr i est l y pr ayer ,  but  was wavi ng hi s ar ms i n 
an agi t at ed way.  They concl uded t hat  somet hi ng super nat ur al  had 
t aken pl ace.  
 
     Ver se 23.  When t he week of  hi s ser vi ce i n t he t empl e was 
compl et ed,  Zachar i as went  home.  Thi s was pr obabl y i n a vi l l age i n 
t he mount ai nous r egi on sout h of  Jer usal em ( ver se 39) .  
 
     Ver ses 24, 25.  We can nat ur al l y assume t hat  Zachar i as wr ot e 
down t he super nat ur al  event  t hat  he had exper i enced i n t he t empl e,  
t o hi s wi f e.  Hi s i nabi l i t y t o speak was a cer t ai n si gn of  God' s 
message.  I n a shor t  per i od of  t i me,  El i sabet h became pr egnant  and 
wi t hdr ew f r om publ i c l i f e.  I t  seems cer t ai n t hat  El i sabet h 
bel i eved and was ext r emel y gr at ef ul  t o God f or  bl essi ng her  and 
her  husband wi t h a chi l d at  t hei r  advanced age -  unquest i onabl y a 
mi r acl e.  
     I t  al so seems most  l i kel y t hat  t hi s di vi ne pr omi se was not  
shar ed wi t h anyone el se.  Who woul d bel i eve t hat  such a t hi ng coul d 
happen? 
     Af t er  5 mont hs,  however ,  t he evi dence woul d become obvi ous,  
and t hen no one coul d but  accept  t hat  a mi r acl e had i ndeed t aken  
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pl ace.  Then t he r est  of  t he pr omi se made t o Zachar i as coul d al so 
be bel i eved by t hose ar ound t he coupl e.  Thi s gi ves us a pi ct ur e 
f r om God' s poi nt  of  vi ew,  wher e what  we cal l  super nat ur al  i s 
nat ur al  t o God.  We can accept  i t  because God r eveal ed i t  and 
caused i t  t o be r ecor ded i n Hi s Wor d.  
     Deut er onomy 29: 29 -  " t he secr et  t hi ngs bel ong unt o t he Lor d 
our  God;  but  t he t hi ngs t hat  ar e r eveal ed bel ong unt o us and t o 
our  chi l dr en. "  
 
     Luke 1: 26- 38.  
 
     Ver ses 26, 27.  Si x mont hs af t er  he had been sent  t o del i ver  
t he message t o Zachar i as,  he was agai n sent  t o ear t h wi t h t he most  
moment ous message of  al l  t i me.  Hi s dest i nat i on was a Gal i l ean 
vi l l age cal l ed Nazar et h.  I t  was about  70 mi l es nor t h- east  of  
Jer usal em,  i n a val l ey on t he nor t her n si de of  t he pl ai n of  
Jezr eel .  I t  was sur r ounded by hi l l s on al l  si des except  t he sout h.  
The vi l l age i s st i l l  i nhabi t ed t oday and i s cal l ed En- Nasi r ah.  
     I t  was her e t hat  Gabr i el  was sent  t o speak t o t he vi r gi n 
Mar y.  She was unmar r i ed but  was engaged t o Joseph,  a descendant  of  
Davi d.  To be bet r ot hed was a sol emn pr omi se of  mut ual  
f ai t hf ul ness.  
 
     Ver ses 28, 29.  When t he angel  Gabr i el  came t o Mar y,  he gr eet s 
her  as one hi ghl y f avor ed of  God.  Her  r eact i on shows she i s modest  
and ser i ous.  She i s upset  by such a gr eet i ng,  not  f eel i ng wor t hy,  
but  she consi der ed i t ,  t hi nki ng,  and wonder i ng what  i t  coul d mean.  
 
     Ver ses 30- 33.  Gabr i el  r eassur es her ,  t hat  she has no r eason 
t o f ear ,  t hat  God has chosen her  as t he most  speci al  woman t o 
br i ng f or t h a son who i s t o be cal l ed Jesus ( t hi s means ' t he Lor d 
i s sal vat i on) .  Thi s pr omi sed Son i s t he One t hr ough whom God wi l l  
accompl i sh t he sal vat i on of  men.  Thi s chi l d was t o be uni que -  He 
shal l  be so gr eat  t hat  He wi l l  be cal l ed t he Son of  t he Most  Hi gh.  
     Hi s excel l ence wi l l  exceed t hat  of  Davi d -  He wi l l  be gi ven 
t he t hr one of  Hi s f at her  Davi d.  The t hr one i s t he symbol  of  
supr eme power .  Onl y t he Messi ah- ki ng pr omi sed i n t he Ol d Test ament  
wi l l  have compl et e sover ei gnt y,  bot h spi r i t ual  and ever l ast i ng.  
Thi s was t o happen when al l  of  cr eat i on wi l l  be br ought  i n 
compl et e submi ssi on t o God,  when al l  t hi ngs shal l  be under  Hi s 
f eet ,  and Sat an and hi s f ol l ower s wi l l  have been bani shed f r om Hi s 
pr esence.  
 
     Ver se 34.  Mar y bel i eves what  t he angel  says wi l l  happen,  
al t hough she does not  under st and how t hi s i s t o come t o pass.  She 
acknowl edges t hat  she has had no physi cal  r el at i onshi p wi t h a man.  
 
     Ver se 35.  The angel  r epl i ed by st at i ng t he mi r acul ous 
concept i on was di vi ne i n or i gi n.  The Hol y Spi r i t  wi l l  over shadow  
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her  and by Hi s power ,  she wi l l  concei ve.  She r ecei ves t he power  of  
t he Most  Hi gh.  Wher ef or e t hat  whi ch i s t o be bor n shal l  be cal l ed 
Hol y,  t he Son of  God.  
     Thr ough Hi s humani t y,  He wi l l  r eveal  Hi s di vi ni t y.  He wi l l  be 
f r ee f r om al l  si n,  t her ef or e cal l ed hol y.  He had t o be bor n of  a 
woman t o be human.  I t  was j ust  as i mpor t ant  t hat  He be per f ect l y 
hol y,  si nce,  no si nf ul  bei ng coul d gai n r edempt i on f or  ot her s.  
Gabr i el  emphasi zed t hat  bot h of  t hese ci r cumst ances woul d be 
pr esent  i n Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 36.  Gabr i el  now i nf or ms her  t hat  El i sabet h,  her  
ki nswoman,  t hough bar r en and advanced i n age,  has concei ved a son.  
Thi s conf i r ms t he mi r acul ous power  of  God,  f ur t her  st r engt heni ng 
Mar y' s f ai t h.  El i sabet h,  who was cal l ed bar r en,  was al r eady si x 
mont hs pr egnant .  
 
     Ver se 37.  Gabr i el  emphasi zes t he t r ue power  of  God:  " For  no 
wor d f r om God shal l  be voi d of  power . "  To st at e t he same t hi ng 
posi t i vel y " Ever y wor d of  God i s f ul l  of  power . "  Bot h mean t hat  
what ever  God says wi l l  come t o pass,  because God has t he 
omni pot ent  power  t o br i ng i t  t o pass.  
 
     Ver se 38.  Mar y submi t s her sel f  compl et el y t o God' s wi l l .  
" Behol d,  t he handmai d of  t he Lor d;  be i t  unt o me accor di ng t o t hy 
Wor d. "  The hi ghest  honor  ever  conf er r ed upon a woman was t hi s -  t o 
become t he mot her  of  t he Son of  God.  
     Thi s di d put  Mar y i n an awkwar d and pot ent i al l y danger ous 
posi t i on i n r ef er ence t o her  bet r ot hal  t o Joseph.  Mar y chose not  
t o t el l  Joseph.  How coul d he bel i eve such an ext r aor di nar y 
expl anat i on f or  her  becomi ng pr egnant  bef or e t hei r  mar r i age? 
     Mar y l ef t  t he whol e mat t er  i n God' s hands.  Fr om Mat t hew 1: 15 
we ar e t ol d of  God communi cat i ng wi t h Joseph t he mi r acul ous event  
t hat  was t o t ake pl ace.  The angel  l ef t ,  hi s commi ssi on bei ng 
accompl i shed.  Mar y had accept ed and submi t t ed t o God' s wi l l .  
     Onl y Jesus was bor n wi t hout  si n,  and He shal l  be cal l ed t he 
onl y- begot t en of  t he Fat her ,  The Hol y One.  He wi l l  be t he Ki ng of  
al l  t hose who bel i eve as ci t i zens i n Hi s spi r i t ual  ki ngdom unt o 
et er ni t y.  
 
     Ver ses 39- 45.  Mar y vi si t s El i sabet h.  
 
     Ver ses 39, 40.  Af t er  t he angel  l ef t ,  Mar y must  have t hought  a 
l ot  about  t he news concer ni ng El i sabet h bei ng al r eady si x mont hs 
pr egnant .  Wi t hi n a f ew days,  she f el t  compel l ed t o go and see her .  
We ar e l at er  t ol d t hat  Mar y r et ur ned t o Nazar et h j ust  bef or e 
John' s bi r t h ( ver se 57) ,  and st ayed wi t h El i sabet h t hr ee mont hs.  
     Af t er  her  r et ur n,  she woul d l i kel y have been showi ng enough 
t o be obvi ousl y wi t h chi l d.  Joseph t hen began maki ng pl ans t o 
sequest er  her  so she woul d not  be publ i cl y accused of  i nf i del i t y  
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and puni shed.  Dur i ng her  st ay wi t h El i sabet h,  God sent  Gabr i el  t o 
Joseph t o expl ai n t he mi r acul ous t r ut h about  Mar y' s pr egnancy 
( Mat t hew 1: 13- 25) .  Mar y woul d not  be pr epar ed t o shar e her  sacr ed 
exper i ence wi t h anyone.  She had no pr oof ,  and who woul d bel i eve 
her ? 
     El i sabet h,  on t he ot her  hand,  woul d be t he most  under st andi ng 
per son i n t he wor l d,  bei ng t he onl y ot her  per son t hat  al so had 
been vi si t ed by t he angel  -  and t he pr omi ses made t o her  had 
mi r acul ousl y al r eady begun and she was i n her  si xt h mont h.  Af t er  a 
j our ney of  about  4 days,  Mar y came t o t he home of  Zachar i as i n t he 
vi l l age of  t he hi l l y r egi on sout h of  Jer usal em.  
 
     Ver ses 41, 42.  When Mar y ent er s t hei r  home,  she gr eet s 
El i sabet h.  At  t he sound of  her  voi ce,  El i sabet h' s unbor n chi l d 
l eaps f or  j oy.  Thi s was an i ncompr ehensi bl e r eact i on except  t hat  
i t  was t he wor k of  t he Spi r i t  of  God.  The Hol y Spi r i t  i n John 
sal ut i ng t he Son of  God al r eady concei ved wi t hi n Mar y by t he power  
of  t hat  same Spi r i t .  
     Thi s r eact i on wi t hi n El i sabet h br i ngs her  t o r eal i ze t hat  t he 
hol y chi l d was r eact i ng t o someone al so di vi nel y bl essed by God.  
The Hol y Spi r i t  i nspi r ed her  t o r ecogni ze t hat  Mar y was t he mot her  
of  t he pr omi sed Messi ah.  She cal l s out  exci t edl y,  " Bl essed ar t  
t hou above al l  ot her  women. "  
     El i sabet h acknowl edges al so t hat ,  al t hough concei ved by t he 
Hol y Spi r i t ,  yet  t hi s chi l d woul d be f ul l y human,  bei ng bor n of  
t he f l esh and bl ood of  Mar y.  
 
     Ver ses 43- 45.  El i sabet h al so acknowl edges t hat  Mar y' s honor  
gr eat l y exceeds her  own.  I n humi l i t y she expr essed t he gr eat  
pr i vi l ege t hat  she has been bl essed by t hi s vi si t  by t he mot her  of  
her  Lor d.  She al so pr ai sed Mar y f or  r eady accept ance of  t he wor d 
of  God,  havi ng f ai t h t hat  what  was pr omi sed,  He woul d most  
cer t ai nl y del i ver .  El i sabet h exper i enced exceedi ng gr eat  j oy and 
expr essed i t  wi t h si ncer e t hanksgi vi ng.  
 
     Ver ses 46- 56.  Mar y' s pr ai se t o t he God.  
     When Mar y was cal l ed t he mot her  of  El i sabet h' s Lor d,  i nspi r ed 
by t he Hol y Spi r i t ,  she ut t er ed a ser i es of  pr ai ses f or  what  God 
was br i ngi ng t o pass.  Many of  t he ver ses ar e quot at i ons f r om t he 
Ol d Test ament .  I t  must  be kept  i n mi nd t hat  f r om t hei r  chi l dhood,  
t he devout  Jews wer e t aught  t he scr i pt ur es,  especi al l y Psal ms,  
whi ch wer e sung on speci al  occasi ons and dur i ng wor shi p,  even i n 
t hei r  homes.  
     Mar y' s pr ai se has been descr i bed as a hymn.  Fr om t he Vul gat e 
t r ansl at i on i n Lat i n,  i t  has been cal l ed t he " Magni f i cat " ,  and has 
been used as par t  of  Chr i st i an wor shi p f r om t he ear l i est  days.  
 
     Ver ses 46- 48.  Mar y begi ns by descr i bi ng her  per sonal  f eel i ngs 
and exper i ence,  i n an el egant  and di r ect  manner .  She expr esses her   
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r espect f ul  gr at i t ude f or  God' s choosi ng her  f or  such a gr eat  
bl essi ng.  Though an uni mpor t ant ,  humbl e woman f r om t he smal l  t own 
of  Nazar et h,  f r om hencef or t h she wi l l  be cal l ed bl essed.  
 
     Ver ses 49, 50.  Her e Mar y pr ai sed God' s mi ght  and hol i ness;  He 
i s The One who has done gr eat  t hi ngs f or  her .  Hi s mer cy has been 
shown cont i nual l y f r om gener at i on t o gener at i on on t hose t hat  have 
r espect  and r ever ence,  and honor  Hi m by t r yi ng t o f ol l ow Hi s 
commandment s.  
 
     Ver ses 51- 53.  Her e Mar y ext ol s t he gr eat  pr i nci pl e of  
r ever si ng t he expect at i ons of  si nf ul  men:  t he pr oud ar e scat t er ed;  
pr i nces have been t aken f r om t hei r  t hr ones;  on t he opposi t e si de 
He has l i f t ed up t hose of  l ow degr ee;  f i l l ed t he hungr y,  whi l e t he 
r i ch ar e sent  away empt y.  
 
     Ver ses 54, 55.  He has kept  mer cy t owar d I sr ael ,  Hi s ser vant .  
He pr omi sed Abr aham t hat  f r om hi s seed al l  t he wor l d woul d be 
bl essed,  t hr ough t he comi ng of  t he Messi ah.  Mar y speaks of  t hese 
t hi ngs as past ,  but  t hat  wi l l  cont i nue unt i l  f ul f i l l ed compl et el y.  
 
     Ver se 56.  Af t er  spendi ng 3 mont hs wi t h Zachar i as and 
El i sabet h,  she r et ur ned t o Nazar et h.  We can onl y i magi ne t he 
conver sat i ons of  t hese t wo l adi es,  di scussi ng t he mi r acul ous 
bl essi ngs t hey had bot h r ecei ved f r om God,  as wel l  as t hei r  
t hought s about  t he f ut ur e and t he gr eat  t hi ngs t hat  wi l l  be 
accompl i shed by t hei r  God- gi ven chi l dr en.  Zachar i as pr obabl y al so 
communi cat ed wi t h t hem t hr ough wr i t i ng.  
     The f act  t hat  Mar y l eaves bef or e t he bi r t h of  John seems 
nat ur al ,  because t hat  event  woul d i nvol ve a cr owd of  peopl e and 
gr eat  cel ebr at i ons and exci t ement .  Onl y now wer e t he Ol d Test ament  
pr opheci es and r evel at i ons concer ni ng God t o be under st ood t hr ough 
t he i ncar nat i on of  Chr i st .  
 
     Ver ses 57- 66.  The Bi r t h of  John t he Bapt i st .  
     The al l ot t ed t i me had passed si nce t he angel  had appear ed t o 
Zachar i as i n t he t empl e t o announce t he comi ng bl essi ng of  a chi l d 
t o t he chi l dl ess el der l y coupl e.  A mi r acl e onl y possi bl e t hr ough 
t he power  of  God now comes t o f r ui t i on i n t he bi r t h of  t hei r  
pr omi sed chi l d.  
 
     Ver ses 57- 58.  Many nei ghbor s and ki n peopl e came t oget her  t o 
r ej oi ce i n t hi s ext r aor di nar y event .  
 
     Ver ses 59- 61.  On t he 8t h day accor di ng t o Cer emoni al  Law,  t he 
chi l d was t o be ci r cumci sed.  Those t hat  came t hought  t hat  t he 
chi l d was t o be named Zachar i as af t er  hi s f at her ,  as was a common 
cust om among t he Jews.  El i sabet h had been t ol d i n wr i t i ng f r om 
Zachar i as t hat  t he chi l d was t o be cal l ed John,  accor di ng t o t he  
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wor d of  t he angel .  El i sabet h f i r ml y i nsi st s t hat  hi s name was t o 
be John.  The cr owd i s sur pr i sed consi der i ng t hat  no one i n t hei r  
f ami l y had t hat  name.  
 
     Ver ses 62, 63.  El i sabet h i nsi st s,  so t he cr owd t ur ns t o 
Zachar i as and makes quest i oni ng si gns t o hi m t hat  he woul d cl ear  
up t hi s appar ent  devi at i on f r om t r adi t i on.  Zachar i as asks f or  a 
t abl et  t o wr i t e on and i nscr i bes t he wor d John t her e upon.  " Hi s 
name i s John, "  no quest i on or  poi nt  t o ar gue.  The cr owd i s 
sur pr i sed at  t hei r  j oi nt  f i r mness i n sayi ng t hat  hi s name i s John.  
 
     Ver se 64.  Si nce Zachar i as has now obeyed God' s command 
concer ni ng t he baby' s name,  God r el eased hi m f r om hi s 
chast i sement .  Zachar i as began t o speak,  pr ai si ng God.  Al l  saw t hat  
t he Lor d' s hand was upon t he chi l d.  
     The names wer e f i l l ed wi t h meani ng i n God' s deal i ng wi t h men.  
     Zachar i as = God r emember s Hi s covenant .  
     El i sabet h = God i s absol ut el y f ai t hf ul .  
     John = God i s mer ci f ul .  
     Jesus = God saves,  or  t he di vi ne Savi or .  
 
     Ver ses 67- 80.  Zachar i as Pr ai ses God.  
 
     Ver se 67.  Bei ng f i l l ed wi t h t he Hol y Ghost  and havi ng 
r egai ned hi s voi ce,  Zachar i as pr ai ses God f or  Hi s mer cy and 
sal vat i on.  
 
     Ver ses 68, 69.  He pr ai sed God f or  agai n vi si t i ng Hi s peopl e 
and agai n r eveal i ng Hi s mer cy i n t he comi ng Messi ah.  Thi s 
sal vat i on Zachar i as descr i bes as l i ber at i on f r om t hei r  enemi es.  
The spi r i t ual  meani ng i s sal vat i on f r om t he gui l t  and power  of  
si n.  Thi s wi l l  be accompl i shed t hr ough t he pr ophesi ed Savi or  as 
pr omi sed t o t he house of  Davi d.  Her e i t  i s r ef er r ed t o as a hor n 
of  sal vat i on i n t he house of  Davi d.  Zachar i as knew of  t he pr omi sed 
Messi ah' s comi ng t hr ough t he exper i ence of  Mar y,  whi ch he l ear ned 
of  dur i ng her  3 mont h st ay i n hi s house.  John was not  a descendant  
of  Davi d.  
 
     Ver se 70.  Al l  wi l l  come t o pass i n accor dance wi t h al l  of  t he 
f or eshadowi ng and pr opheci es and pr omi ses of  God as r ecor ded by 
Hi s pr ophet s f r om t he begi nni ng.  
 
     Ver ses 71- 73.  The sal vat i on br ought  about  t hr ough t he Messi ah 
i s descr i bed i n pol i t i cal  t er ms.  Yet  ver ses 77- 80 r egar d t hi s 
sal vat i on as spi r i t ual .  Chr i st ' s ki ngdom i s not  of  t hi s wor l d 
( John 18: 36) .  
 
     Ver ses 74- 75.  The f i nal  savi ng of  men f r om t he f or ces of  
dar kness by Chr i st  was t o make a way f or  t hose bel i ever s t o ser ve  
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God i n r i ght eousness,  f r ee f r om t he bondage of  si n.  
 
     Ver ses 76, 77.  Her e Zachar i as t el l s of  t he par t  hi s son wi l l  
pl ay as t he f or er unner  of  t he Lor d t o make Hi s ways st r ai ght .  Thi s 
means t o br i ng peopl e t o t he r eal i zat i on of  t hei r  si n so t hey 
r eal i ze t hei r  need f or  a Savi or .  John wi l l  onl y gi ve not i ce of  t he 
comi ng Redeemer .  
     Most  of  t he peopl e of  t he t i me t hought  of  t he Messi ah as t he 
l i ber at or  f r om t he oppr essi on of  Roman Rul e.  Thei r  need was 
per cei ved as mat er i al  and pol i t i cal ,  r at her  t han r ecogni t i on of  
t hei r  per sonal  need f or  sal vat i on.  They r egar ded t hemsel ves as 
r i ght eous,  t he Romans as pagans and out si de t he f ami l y of  God,  and 
bel i eved t hat  t he Messi ah was t o dr i ve t hese heat hen out  of  t he 
Hol y Land.  The her al d of  Chr i st  must  cause t he peopl e t o r eal i ze 
t hei r  gui l t  and t o conf ess t hei r  si ns.  They must  al so be made t o 
r eal i ze t he t r ue oppr essor s t hey needed r edempt i on f r om -  t he 
power  of  si n,  t he f or ces of  dar kness,  and t he condemnat i on and 
j udgment  of  God.  
 
     Ver se 78.  Wi t hi n t he t ender  mer cy of  God was t he pr omi se of  
t he Savi or ,  descr i bed as t he sun of  r i ght eousness ( Mal achi  4: 2)  
wi t h heal i ng i n Hi s wi ngs.  
 
     Ver se 79.  Chr i st  as t he dayspr i ng was t o appear  t o t hose 
si t t i ng i n dar kness,  and i n t he shadow of  deat h.  These wor ds 
i ndi cat e t he ext ent  of  t he dar kness and mi ser y of  t he maj or i t y of  
manki nd bef or e t he comi ng of  Jesus.  The br i ngi ng of  l i ght  poi nt ed 
t o t he way of  r edempt i on and r econci l i at i on wi t h God,  t hr ough t he 
r edeemi ng wor k of  Jesus whi ch l eads t o peace and f or gi veness.  
 
     Ver se 80.  To wr ap up t he st or y of  John' s begi nni ng,  Luke 
descr i bes t he boy as gr owi ng up i n body and becomi ng st r ong i n t he 
spi r i t .  Fr om t he t i me of  hi s mat ur i t y unt i l  t he begi nni ng of  hi s 
publ i c mi ni st r y,  he l i ved i n t he deser t  r egi ons t o t he west  of  t he 
Dead Sea i n Judea,  pr epar i ng f or  hi s Godl y mi ssi on.  
 
     Luke 2: 1- 7.  
     As t he f ul l ness of  t i me had come,  John t he Bapt i st  had been 
bor n.  The pr omi sed r edeemer ,  so l onged f or  over  t he cent ur i es,  was 
now t o be bor n.  Luke,  i n a si mpl e and mat t er  of  f act  way,  r el at es 
t he nar r at i ve of  t he nat i vi t y of  Jesus.  
 
     Ver ses 1- 3.  These hi st or i cal  ci r cumst ances caused Joseph and 
Mar y t o go t o Bet hl ehem.  The Roman Emper or ,  Caesar  August us,  had 
decl ar ed t hat  al l  of  t he Empi r e was t o be t axed.  He r ul ed f r om 30 
B. C.  unt i l  14 A. D.  He had succeeded i n quashi ng many r evol t s and 
deal t  wi t h any and al l  opposi t i on.  Thr ough 44 year s of  absol ut e 
r ul e over  t he Empi r e,  he or gani zed t he syst em of  aut hor i t y,  
br i ngi ng an unpr ecedent ed out war d or der ,  saf et y,  and ease of   
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t r avel .  Al l  of  t hese t hi ngs wer e t o hel p i n t he spr eadi ng of  t he 
chur ch.  
     God used hi m t hr ough hi s command t o make t he pr ophecy of  
Mi cah 5: 1 come t o pass.  To make cer t ai n ever yone was t axed,  a 
census had t o be t aken f i r st .  Thi s col l ect ed name,  occupat i on,  
pr oper t y owned,  and cl osest  r el at i ons.  The Jews wer e not  r equi r ed 
f or  mi l i t ar y ser vi ce,  but  wer e st i l l  under  Roman r ul e.  
     Luke cal l s t hi s t he f i r st  t axi ng,  whi ch t ook pl ace when 
Qui r i ni us was gover nor  of  Syr i a.  Thi s was admi ni st er ed t hr ough 
Her od,  Rome' s appoi nt ed ki ng of  t he Jews.  Ther ef or e,  t he Jewi sh 
cust om of  si gni ng up accor di ng t o t hei r  ancest r y r equi r ed t hem t o 
go t o t hei r  ancest r al  home,  t hei r  nat i ve ci t y.  
 
     Ver ses 4, 5.  Si nce Joseph was of  t he house of  Davi d,  he was 
r equi r ed t o r et ur n t o Bet hl ehem,  t he bi r t hpl ace of  Davi d about  
1, 000 year s bef or e.  I t  i s st i l l  i n exi st ence,  about  si x mi l es 
sout h of  Jer usal em.  Thi s was not  a di f f i cul t  t hi ng.  The Jews,  f r om 
ear l i est  t i mes,  ver y car ef ul l y kept  t hei r  geneal ogi cal  t abl es up-
t o- dat e and accur at e.  
     By t hi s t i me Mar y was gr eat  wi t h chi l d and t her ef or e Joseph 
f el t  i t  best  t o have her  wi t h hi m.  I t  has been suggest ed t hat  t hey 
wer e bot h awar e of  t he pr ophecy of  Mi cah t hat  t he Redeemer  was t o 
be bor n i n Bet hl ehem.  
 
     Ver ses 6, 7.  Because of  t he gr eat  number  of  peopl e who had 
t r avel ed t o Bet hl ehem f or  t he r egi st r at i on f or  t axi ng,  t her e was 
no r oom at  t he i nn.  No one of f er ed t o gi ve up t hei r  pl ace,  t hough 
Mar y was obvi ousl y about  t o gi ve bi r t h.  They ended up i n a pl ace 
wher e ani mal s wer e kept .  
     Ear l y t r adi t i on st at es t hat  t hi s st abl e was i n a cave.  I t  was 
her e t hat  t he Hol y Chi l d was bor n.  He had l ef t  t he pr esence and 
gl or y of  God t o be bor n,  f l esh and bl ood,  a human chi l d i n t he 
humbl est  of  si t uat i ons.  He was l ai d i n an ani mal ' s f eed box.  
     The dat e has not  been r ecor ded anywher e -  t he exact  dat e 
uni mpor t ant  compar ed wi t h t he i mpor t ance of  t he event  i t sel f .  
Nei t her  has t he exact  pl ace been i dent i f i ed f or  cer t ai n.  Possi bl y 
t hi s i s t o avoi d any super st i t i ous wor shi p of  t i mes and pl aces.  
Chr i st mas was f i r st  cel ebr at ed i n Rome i n 354 and has si nce been 
gener al l y accept ed t hr oughout  t he Chr i st i an wor l d.  
     What  a bl essi ng was mi ssed by t he pr opr i et or s of  t he i nn,  who 
i n t hei r  i gnor ance di d not  make a way f or  Mar y and Joseph t o be 
comf or t abl e.  
 
     Ver ses 8- 20.  The Shepher ds of  Bet hl ehem.  
     Luke r ecount s t hi s event  i n a di r ect  and mat t er  of  f act  way,  
t hough i t  was a t r ul y mi r acul ous event .  Af t er  t he Son of  God was 
bor n,  God want ed t o announce and br i ng not i ce of  t hi s i ncar nat i on,  
Hi s onl y begot t en Son.  I t  i s onl y appr opr i at e t hat  God woul d agai n 
use heavenl y messenger s t o do so.  They wer e sent  t o a gr oup of  
si mpl e shepher ds and l at er  t o a f ew wi se men f r om t he east   
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     Ver se 8.  I n f i el ds l i ke t hose t hat  Davi d kept  sheep,  was a 
smal l  gr oup of  shepher ds l ooki ng af t er  t hei r  f l ocks over ni ght .  
 
     Ver se 9.  Suddenl y,  an angel  appear ed near  t hem,  r adi at i ng 
God' s gl or y.  The shepher ds wer e af r ai d of  t hi s sudden appear ance.  
 
     Ver ses 10, 11.  The f i r st  wor ds of  t he angel  ar e ' f ear  not ' .  
But  he goes on t o expl ai n t he r eason t hat  t hey wer e not  t o f ear  -  
because of  t he gl or i ous news t hat  t he pr omi sed Messi ah has been 
bor n.  Thi s was a message t o br i ng j oy t o al l  t hose who l onged f or  
Hi s comi ng.  He i s Chr i st ,  t he Lor d,  t he Anoi nt ed One,  t he Messi ah 
of  God,  Hi s onl y begot t en Son,  t he Gr eat  Pr ophet ,  Pr i est ,  and 
Ki ng,  t he Savi or  of  t he Wor l d.  
 
     Ver se 12.  The angel  t el l s t hem wher e t o f i nd t he Hol y Chi l d.  
He woul d not  be f ound i n f ancy and wel l - pr epar ed comf or t ,  but  i n 
t he f eedbox of  an ani mal  wr apped i n scr aps of  cl ot hi ng.  No ot her  
baby i n Bet hl ehem woul d be f ound t hus.  Ther ef or e t hey coul d be 
cer t ai n when t hey f ound Hi m l yi ng i n t he manger .  
 
     Ver se 13.  Al l  at  once t her e appear ed a host  of  angel s wi t h 
t he messenger .  They i mmedi at el y begi n t o pr ai se God f or  what  He 
has done:  " Gl or y t o God i n t he hi ghest ,  and on ear t h peace,  among 
men,  who ar e pl easi ng t o God. "  Onl y God i s wor t hy of  pr ai se f or  
t hi s uni que event .  The peace whi ch was br ought  by Jesus was t he 
i nner  peace wi t h God whi ch i s spr ead abr oad i n t hei r  hear t s by t he 
Hol y Spi r i t ,  whi ch i s nat ur al l y t o a peacef ul  at t i t ude i n deal i ng 
wi t h t hei r  f el l ow man.  Onl y t hose r edeemed by God t hr ough Chr i st  
woul d have t hi s peace as chi l dr en of  God.  
 
     Ver se 15.  The heavenl y host ,  t hough appear i ng suddenl y,  
depar t ed gr adual l y,  so t hat  t he shepher ds coul d wat ch t hem 
ascendi ng t o heaven.  By al l  t hi s,  t he shepher ds woul d have no 
doubt  t hat  God had sent  t hese cel est i al  messenger s;  t her ef or e,  
t hei r  message must  be t r ue.  
 
     Ver se 16.  They qui ckl y make t hei r  way t o Bet hl ehem.  The 
det ai l s of  t i me el apsed i n t hei r  sear ch i s nei t her  r ecor ded nor  
essent i al .  The poi nt  was t hat  t hey di d f i nd Joseph and Mar y,  and 
t he Hol y Chi l d i n a manger .  
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     Ver se 17.  Because t hese shepher ds ar e t he f i r st  t o r ecei ve 
t he gl ad t i di ngs,  t hey i n t ur n become t he f i r st  pr ocl ai mer s of  
what  t hey had seen and hear d t o anyone t hey came i n cont act  wi t h.  
 
     Ver ses 18, 19.  We ar e t ol d t hat  Mar y kept  al l  t hese event s and 
ponder ed t hem i n her  hear t .  Al l  added t o t he or i gi nal  message 
gi ven t o her  by Gabr i el ,  t o show t he genui ne t r ut h of  t hat  
message,  and t o gi ve her  under st andi ng of  t he di vi ne gl or y of  her  
chi l d.  I t  i s most  l i kel y t hat  t hese det ai l s wer e t ol d t o Luke by 
Mar y her sel f .  
 
     Ver se 20.  The shepher ds f ound t he chi l d as descr i bed by t he 
heavenl y host ,  and l ef t  gl or i f yi ng God as t he sour ce of  ever yt hi ng 
t hat  had happened.  Onl y t hr ough t he comi ng of  Chr i st  coul d men 
appr oach God wi t hout  f ear .  
     Jesus came f r om t he unseen wor l d,  and r et ur ned t o i t .  Hi s 
domi ni on i ncl udes t he whol e cr eat ed uni ver se and i ncl udes mer cy 
and l ovi ng- ki ndness t owar ds Hi s Redeemed Ones.  
 
     Ver ses 21- 40.  Jesus Dedi cat ed and Ci r cumci sed,  Si meon and 
Anna.  
     These ver ses show how cent r al  t he r evel at i on of  t he pr omi sed 
Redeemer  was t hr oughout  t he Ol d Test ament  Scr i pt ur es.  Fr om t he 
bi r t h of  Jesus onwar d we see t hi s cl ose r el at i onshi p of  t he Ol d 
Test ament  t o t he New Test ament .  
 
     Ver se 21.  " When t he f ul ness of  t i me had come God sent  f or t h 
Hi s Son,  bor n of  a woman,  bor n under  t he l aw,  t o r edeem t hem t hat  
wer e under  t he l aw. "  -  Gal at i ans 4: 4.   
 
     I n or der  t o f ul f i l l  al l  r i ght eousness,  Jesus was obl i gat ed t o 
per f or m al l  t he r equi r ement s of  t he Law.  The ei ght h day 
ci r cumci si on and t he pur i f i cat i on af t er  a bi r t h r equi r ed 
sacr i f i ces and t he spr i nkl i ng of  bl ood.  Thi s was because each 
human bei ng was bor n i n si n.  That  t hi s was done al so t o Jesus t o 
show submi ssi on t o t he Law,  i dent i f yi ng Hi msel f  wi t h Hi s peopl e.  
Lat er  He was t o r ecei ve t he bapt i sm of  John.  
 
     The name Jesus ( Jehovah t he Savi or )  i s gi ven at  t he 
ci r cumci si on of  t he chi l d as commanded by God t hr ough Gabr i el .  
 
     Ver ses 22- 24.  Accor di ng t o Levi t i cus 12,  a woman was 
cer emoni al l y i mpur e f or  40 days af t er  a bi r t h.  The chi l d al so goes 
t hr ough t hi s pur i f i cat i on.  Af t er  t he 40 day per i od a l amb as a 
bur nt  of f er i ng,  and a pi geon as a si n of f er i ng wer e t o be br ought  
t o t he t empl e.  Poor  peopl e wer e al l owed t o br i ng a pi geon i n pl ace 
of  t he l amb.  Joseph and Mar y showed t hei r  economi c si t uat i on by 
br i ngi ng t wo pi geons.  The sacr i f i ces symbol i zed t he penal t y of  si n  
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as deat h.  The ani mal  t ook t he gui l t  and penal t y t o cover  t he gui l t  
and penal t y of  t he one who br i ngs t he sacr i f i ce.  Thi s al ways had 
t o be done f or  a f i r st - bor n son.  ( Exodus 13. )  
 
     The bl essed coupl e al so br ought  t he baby Jesus t o pr esent  Hi m 
t o t he Lor d,  and consecr at e Hi m t o t he ser vi ce of  God.  Never  
bef or e was t hi s consecr at i on f ul f i l l ed so per f ect l y as i n t he l i f e 
of  Jesus.  Fr om t he begi nni ng Jesus submi t t ed t o God' s wi l l ,  
compl et el y and vol unt ar i l y.  
 
     Ver se 25.  Even dur i ng such dar k days as wer e t hen exper i enced 
by t he nat i on of  I sr ael ,  t her e wer e never t hel ess a r emnant  of  t r ue 
bel i ever s who wer e pr ayi ng f or  and year ni ng f or  t he comi ng of  
Messi ah.  Of  t he devout  peopl e i n Jer usal em at  t hat  t i me was t he 
f ai t hf ul  Si meon.  He was cont i nual l y i nspi r ed by t he Hol y Spi r i t ,  
and he was t ol d t hat  he woul d not  di e bef or e he sees t he pr omi sed 
Redeemer .  
 
     Ver ses 27, 28.  Under  t he gui dance of  t he Spi r i t ,  he went  t o 
t he Templ e bef or e Joseph and Mar y br ought  t he Hol y Chi l d.  When 
t hey ar r i ve t o f ul f i l l  t he cust oms of  t he Law,  Si meon t akes t he 
Chi l d i nt o hi s ar ms and pr ai ses God f or  t hi s gr eat  bl essi ng 
gr ant ed hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 29- 32.  Hi s wor ds echo t hose of  a ser vant  who was 
commi ssi oned by hi s mast er  t o wat ch f or  t he comi ng One,  and when 
t hat  One ar r i ved t hen he woul d be t hr ough wi t h hi s wor k and he 
coul d go i n peace,  as God had pr omi sed.  
     Si meon had been t ol d t o wai t  f or  t he r i si ng of  t he " Sun of  
r i ght eousness"  ( Mal achi  4: 2) .  Now t hat  He hel d t he Chi l d,  he 
l ooked upon t he r edempt i on of  God i ncar nat e i n Jesus Chr i st .  Thi s 
sal vat i on God has pr epar ed t o be obser ved,  and of f er ed t o al l  
peopl e,  not  j ust  t he nat i on of  I sr ael .  The whol e wor l d si t s i n t he 
dar kness of  i gnor ance,  si n,  and hopel essness.  Jesus wi l l  br i ng 
l i ght  t hat  al l  may be abl e t o see t he gl or i ous pr i vi l ege of  
f or gi veness and sal vat i on even t o t he Gent i l es.  
     I n t he cour se of  t i me i t  wi l l  be seen t hat  t he gl or y of  
I sr ael  comes f r om t he Messi ah bei ng pr omi sed,  pr ophesi ed,  and 
pr epar ed f or ,  i n t he l i ne of  Davi d,  i n t he t own of  Bet hl ehem.  
 
     Ver se 33.  Even t hough Joseph and Mar y had been t ol d by 
Gabr i el  of  t he Hol i ness of  t hei r  chi l d,  Hi s super nat ur al  
concept i on,  pl us t he gl or i ous message of  t he shepher ds t hat  He was 
t he pr omi sed Messi ah,  t hey wer e not  abl e t o f ul l y gr asp t he 
i mpor t ance and pot ent i al  of  t he Chi l d' s di vi ne mi ssi on.  
     The i nspi r ed wor ds of  Si meon br i ng f ur t her  i nf or mat i on about  
t he di vi ne maj est y and t he uni ver sal  si gni f i cance of  Hi s Comi ng,  
and made t he coupl e ' mar vel ' .  
 
     Ver se 34.  Si meon t hen pr ays f or  bl essi ngs upon t hem.  He t hen  
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t ur ns t o Mar y and f or  t he f i r st  t i me she i s t ol d of  t he comi ng 
st r uggl e and suf f er i ng.  Jesus wi l l  be as a st one over  whi ch some 
wi l l  t r i p,  f al l ,  and di e,  but  ot her s wi l l  be enabl ed t o r i se up 
and be saved.  Those who r el y on t hei r  own st r engt h and mer i t ,  and 
ar e pr oud,  do not  know t hei r  own need and condemnat i on.  Ot her s who 
humbl y r eal i ze t hei r  si n and need f or  a Savi or ,  wi l l  come t o Hi m 
and be r ai sed up by Hi s gi f t  of  f or gi veness and r econci l i at i on 
wi t h God.  
     The cl i max of  r esi st ance t o t he Savi or  was seen i n Hi s 
Cr uci f i xi on.  Af t er war ds j udgment  came upon t he Jewi sh nat i on and 
t hey ceased t o exi st  as a nat i on.  
 
     Ver se 35.  Cer t ai nl y f or  Mar y t o wat ch Jesus'  cr uci f i xi on was 
t he swor d pi er ci ng her  soul .  The comi ng of  Jesus wi l l  cause " t he 
t hought s of  many hear t s t o be r eveal ed" .  A per son' s t r ue mot i ves 
or  desi r es wi l l  be r eveal ed by whet her  t hey accept  or  r ej ect  t he 
Savi or .  
 
     Ver ses 36, 37.  Anot her  t r ue bel i ever  i n t he God of  I sr ael  i s 
dr awn t o t he Chi l d.  She i s Anna,  a pr ophet ess,  t hr ough whom God 
has r eveal ed t hi s gi f t  t o men.  She was of  t he t r i be of  Asher  ( one 
of  t he so- cal l ed l ost  t en t r i bes) .  When Anna had onl y been mar r i ed 
f or  seven year s,  her  husband had di ed.  The r est  of  her  l i f e she 
r emai ned unmar r i ed.  Her  appr oxi mat e age was over  100 year s.  She 
spent  most  of  her  t i me i n t he Templ e i n pr ayer  and f ast i ng.  
 
     Ver se 38.  She al so l i ved i n expect at i on and l ongi ng f or  t he 
pr omi sed Redeemer .  When she saw t he Chi l d,  she knew He was t he 
Chr i st ,  and pr ai sed God as t he Fai t hf ul  One who br ought  t o pass 
what  He had pr omi sed -  t he r edempt i on t hough t he Messi ah.  She 
r eadi l y shar ed t hi s r evel at i on among t he f ai t hf ul .  
 
     Ver se 39.  Luke does not  ment i on t he Wi se Men' s vi si t ,  or  t he 
f l i ght  of  Joseph and Mar y t o Egypt  ( Mat t hew 2) .  Af t er  t he deat h of  
Her od,  t hey wer e war ned by God,  t o r et ur n t o Nazar et h.  Luke ski ps 
over  t hese event s and r ecor ds t hei r  r et ur n t o Nazar et h.  
 
     Ver se 40.  The f i r st  12 year s of  Jesus'  l i f e ar e summar i zed i n 
t hi s ver se.  As a human chi l d,  He passed t hr ough t he nor mal  
pr ocesses of  physi cal  and spi r i t ual  gr owt h,  and mat ur i t y.  Hi s 
i nt el l ect ual ,  mor al ,  and spi r i t ual  gr owt h was equal l y r eal  as Hi s 
physi cal  gr owt h.  Hi s gr owt h and mat ur i t y t ook pl ace wi t hout  t he 
i nf l uence of  si n or  def ect .  He was t he f i r st  per f ect  exampl e of  
what  man was desi gned t o be.  The t r ue wi sdom and gr ace of  God was 
gui di ng,  pr ot ect i ng,  and suppor t i ng Hi m.  
     Ever yone at  some poi nt  must  choose f or  or  agai nst  t he Gi f t  of  
Jesus Chr i st .  
 
     Ver ses 41- 52.  Jesus among t he Doct or s i n t he Templ e.  
     The t eachi ng of  t he Apost l es deal t  most l y wi t h Jesus'  publ i c  
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mi ni st r y,  f r om Hi s bapt i sm by John t hr ough t he cr uci f i xi on,  
r esur r ect i on,  and ascensi on.  Onl y gr adual l y di d t hese ear l y event s 
become known most l y t hr ough t he wi t ness of  Mar y.  Onl y t hi s r ecor d 
f ound i n Luke r ecor ds t hi s event  i n t he young l i f e of  Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 41.  By t hi s t i me,  most  Jews onl y went  t o t he Templ e t o 
cel ebr at e t he Passover  i n Jer usal em each year .  Joseph and Mar y 
f ol l owed t hi s cust om.  
 
     Ver se 42.  When Jesus was 12,  He went  wi t h Hi s par ent s.  The 
f ol l owi ng year  He woul d j oi n t he r el i gi ous communi t y as a 
r esponsi bl e member  ( Bar  Mi t zvah -  whi ch t akes pl ace when t he 
Jewi sh boy i s 13) .  
 
     Ver ses 43, 44.  When t he 7 f est i val  days wer e over ,  Joseph and 
Mar y l ef t  wi t h a company t hat  had gone f r om t hei r  ar ea ar ound 
Nazar et h.  Joseph may have t hought  Jesus was wi t h Mar y,  she al so 
supposi ng He was wi t h Joseph.  At  t he end of  a day' s j our ney,  i t  
was t he cust om t o gat her  t oget her  f or  t he ni ght  at  a nor mal  
st oppi ng pl ace.  At  t hat  t i me t he par ent s came t o r eal i ze t hat  
Jesus was not  among t he company,  and t hat  He must  have st ayed i n 
Jer usal em.  They had t r ust ed Jesus t o be wher e He was supposed t o 
be.  They had not  t hought  t hat  He woul d st ay at  t he t empl e t o l ear n 
f r om t he doct or s t her e.  
 
     Ver ses 45- 57.  The f ol l owi ng mor ni ng,  t hey r et ur ned t o 
Jer usal em,  ar r i vi ng t hat  ni ght .  The next  mor ni ng,  t hey di scover ed 
t hat  He had st ayed i n t he t empl e.  He was si t t i ng i n one of  t he 
cour t s wher e a number  of  Jewi sh doct or s gat her ed t o gi ve opi ni ons 
among t hemsel ves as was cust omar y af t er  f est i val s.  Jesus was 
at t ent i ve dur i ng t hese di sput at i ons,  t hen asked quest i ons,  and 
somet i mes quest i ons wer e asked of  Hi m.  Thi s was t he t r adi t i onal  
way t o r ecei ve i nst r uct i on -  aski ng and answer i ng quest i ons.  Hi s 
quest i ons and answer s showed except i onal  i nsi ght  and under st andi ng 
so t hat  t he doct or s wer e qui t e sur pr i sed at  one so young t o be so 
per cept i ve,  wi t hout  pr i de or  ar r ogance.  
 
     Ver se 48.  Mar y especi al l y wor r i ed when Jesus was not  f ound 
among t hei r  f el l ow t r avel er s.  She i s f i r st  t o expr ess her  concer n 
and mot her l y af f ect i on and anxi et y:  " Son,  why hast  t hou t hus deal t  
wi t h us? Behol d,  t hy f at her  and I  have sought  t hee sor r owi ng. "  
     They,  as nor mal  human par ent s,  r eact ed as any par ent s woul d,  
even t hough t hei r  Chi l d was t he Chr i st  of  God.  I t  was possi bl y not  
unt i l  af t er  Hi s r esur r ect i on and Ascensi on t hat  Mar y r eal i zed 
f ul l y who He i s.  
 
     Ver se 49.  Jesus r epl i es i n amazement .  He had not  been wor r i ed 
t hat  He hadn' t  seen Hi s par ent s f or  a f ew days.  He t her ef or e di d 
not  t hi nk t hey woul d be wor r i ed about  Hi m.  He at  t hi s ear l y age  
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was sel f - r el i ant  and i nt el l ect ual l y cur i ous.  He expr esses sur pr i se 
t hat  t hey di dn' t  know wher e He woul d nat ur al l y be -  i n t he Templ e 
f i ndi ng out  about  t he concer ns of  Hi s Fat her .  He want ed t o know 
about  t he Scr i pt ur es,  t he Templ e ser vi ce,  and t he under st andi ng 
and knowl edge among t he doct or s of  t he Law.  Jesus i dent i f i es 
hi msel f  as t he Son of  God,  not  t he son of  Joseph.  
     To t he chi l d Jesus,  Hi s cal l i ng i s t he most  i mpor t ant  -  t hat  
of  ser vi ng Hi s Fat her .  He i s sur pr i sed t hat  Joseph and Mar y had 
not  r eal i zed i t .  
 
     Ver se 50.  I n t hei r  humani t y,  t he coupl e coul d not  t ake i n t he 
act ual  meani ng of  Jesus'  wor ds.  
 
     Ver se 51.  He di d go wi t h t hem,  r et ur ni ng t o Nazar et h and 
r emai ned obedi ent  t o t hem,  f ul f i l l i ng t he God- gi ven r equi r ement  as 
st at ed i n t he 10 Commandment s.  Thi s event  was kept  i n Mar y' s 
hear t ,  and t her ef or e onl y she coul d r el at e t hi s t o Luke.  
 
     Ver se 52.  Luke her e agai n summar i zes t he next  18 or  so year s 
of  Jesus unt i l  He began t o appear  publ i cl y.  
     Appar ent l y,  He gr ew up wi t h sever al  br ot her s and si st er s 
( Mar k 6: 3) .  Joseph as a car pent er  woul d t r ai n Jesus i n t hat  
vocat i on.  Dur i ng t hi s per i od,  Joseph di ed.  I t  i s assumed t hat  
Jesus t ook over ,  pr ovi di ng f or  t he f ami l y,  unt i l  t he begi nni ng of  
Hi s mi ni st r y.  I n t hose t i mes,  t hi s woul d i ncl ude bui l di ng houses,  
maki ng f ur ni t ur e,  an ot her  househol d i t ems,  and f ar m i mpl ement s 
such as pl oughs and yokes.  I n Jesus'  par abl es we see many 
i ndi cat i ons of  Hi s f ami l i ar i t y wi t h t hese t hi ngs:  t he f oundat i ons 
of  houses;  hands t ur ned t o a pl ough;  t aki ng up Hi s yoke,  whi ch 
makes t he l oad l i ght ,  et c.  
     Luke' s summar y of  t hese year s:  " Jesus i ncr eased i n wi sdom and 
st at ur e,  and t hus al so i n f avor  wi t h God and man. "  
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     Luke 3: 1- 20 -  Pr eachi ng of  John t he Bapt i st .  
     As Luke pr epar es t o t el l  us about  t he publ i c mi ni st r y of  
Jesus,  he gi ves us a br i ef  account  of  t he publ i c mi ni st r y of  John,  
who ser ved t o pr epar e t he way f or  Jesus.  He t her ef or e gi ves onl y a 
gener al  out l i ne of  John' s mi ni st r y as t he f or er unner  of  t he 
Savi our .  
 
     Ver ses 1, 2.  Luke gi ves us some hi st or i cal  i ndi cat or s t o 
r ecor d t he t i me.  Jesus began hi s mi ni st r y about  6 mont hs l at er .  
John was t ol d by God t o begi n i n t he 15t h year  of  Ti ber i us -  best  
r eckoni ng t hat  t o be 27 A. D.  He al so ment i ons t hat  Pi l at e was 
pr ocur at or  of  Judea,  Her od t et r ar ch of  Gal i l ee,  Her od' s br ot her  
Phi l i p t he t et r ar ch of  I t ur ea and Tr achoni t i s,  and Lysani as of  
Abi l ene.  
     Appr oxi mat e dat es:  Pi l at e r ul ed 26 A. D.  -  36 A. D. ,  Her od 4 
B. C.  -  39 A. D. ,  Phi l i p f r om 4 B. C.  -  34 A. D.  Lysani as i s not  
known.  Luke t hen ment i ons t he hi gh pr i est hood -  l i st i ng 2 names.  
Annas had been hi gh pr i est  f r om 6 -  15 A. D.  when he was f i r ed by 
t he Roman gover nor .  Hi s son- i n- l aw Cai aphas became hi gh pr i est  but  
Annas kept  a l ar ge amount  of  i nf l uence -  t hus l i st i ng t hese t wo 
t oget her  showed t he act ual  st at e of  af f ai r s.  
     Besi des t he t i me set t i ng as 27 A. D.  -  l i st i ng al l  t hese 
i mpor t ant  peopl e gi ves a r at her  dar k pi ct ur e of  t he si t uat i on 
pol i t i cal l y as wel l  as r el i gi ousl y when John and t hen Jesus began 
t hei r  r espect i ve mi ni st r i es.  Much cr uel t y and cor r upt i on was par t  
of  Roman r ul e t hr oughout  t he empi r e.  The Hol y Land was ar bi t r ar i l y 
di vi ded up and r ul er s appoi nt ed -  most  of  whom wer e unscr upul ous 
and i mmor al .  I n t he r el i gi ous l i f e Rome had maj or  i nf l uence by 
appoi nt i ng,  t hen deposi ng t he hi gh pr i est s,  i f  t hey di spl eased 
Roman aut hor i t y.  I t  was t hen t hat  God gave wor d t o John t o begi n.  
 
     Ver se 3.  Af t er  over  400 year s wi t hout  a pr ophet  i n I sr ael ,  
John was cal l ed.  Because par t  of  hi s mandat e was bapt i sm -  he was 
t o be near  wat er  and most  l i kel y was on t he banks of  t he r i ver  
Jor dan i n t he vi ci ni t y of  Jer i cho.  He pr eached t he bapt i sm of  
r epent ance f or  r emi ssi on of  si ns.  He cal l ed t he peopl e t o r epent .  
Those who conf essed and desi r ed t o change t hei r  l i f e wer e assur ed 
t hat  God gr ant ed a par don t o t hem.  Bapt i sm was t he publ i c si gn and 
seal  of  t hat  par don.  Bapt i sm i s t he symbol  of  t he washi ng away of  
gui l t  t hr ough f or gi veness.  
     I n t he past ,  onl y t he non- Jew was bapt i zed when accept ed i nt o  
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t he Jewi sh f ai t h.  To bapt i ze t hose bor n Jewi sh was new -  t hus John 
became known by t hi s r i ght  as " The Bapt i st " .  Thi s al so suggest ed 
t hat  j ust  bei ng bor n as one of  t he chosen peopl e was not  enough -  
t hi s was par t  of  John' s message.  
 
     Ver ses 4- 6.  The mi ni st r y of  John f ul f i l l ed pr ophecy of  t he 
Ol d Test ament  especi al l y I sai ah.  John i s t he voi ce cal l i ng t he 
peopl e t o pr epar e f or  t he comi ng of  God' s Savi or .  The f ocus and 
desi r es of  t he peopl e need t o change i n or der  t o be r eady and abl e 
t o accept  t he r edempt i on t hat  Jesus was t o br i ng.  The cr ooked 
sel f i sh ways must  be l ef t  behi nd and t he st r ai ght  pat h f ol l owed.  
The pat h of  r i ght eousness t o God l eads t o sal vat i on.   
     Thi s was absol ut el y necessar y because t he peopl e wer e 
spi r i t ual l y and mor al l y bankr upt .  Al so John had t o r eshape t hei r  
bel i ef s about  t he Messi ah.  Most  Jews of  t hose t i mes l ooked f or  a 
Messi ah t o be pol i t i cal ,  t o del i ver  t hem f r om t he oppr essi on of  
t he Roman Empi r e.  John had t o convi nce t hem t hat  t hei r  gr eat est  
need was not  a pol i t i cal  sol ut i on,  but  a per sonal  and spi r i t ual  
del i ver ance f r om t hei r  own si nf ul ness.  John had t o show t hat  t hi s 
need woul d be met  by God' s t r ue Messi ah;  t hi s was Hi s t r ue 
mi ssi on.  The peopl e must  be r eady and expect  Hi m.  Ever yt hi ng 
pr epar ed -  He wi l l  sur el y come and al l  wi l l  see Hi m.  Al l  wi l l  make 
a deci si on.  Not  al l  wi l l  accept  Hi m -  but  t her e i s no mi ddl e 
gr ound.  Those t hat  ar e pr epar ed He wi l l  r edeem.  Those t hat  ar en' t  
ar e doomed.  
 
     Ver ses 7- 9.  A br i ef  out l i ne shows how John f ul f i l l ed t he 
pr opheci es concer ni ng hi m pr epar i ng t he way.  Al so because of  t he 
super nat ur al  event s bef or e,  and af t er ,  hi s bi r t h -  he was wi del y 
known as except i onal .  When he began pr eachi ng,  gr eat  mul t i t udes 
came t o hear  hi m.  
     Luke ment i ons a f ew,  but  t ypi cal ,  exampl es of  John' s message.  
He dr aws at t ent i on t o t hei r  si ns and cal l s on t hem t o r epent .  He 
war ns and t hr eat ens t hem about  j udgment  on t hose who r ef use t o 
t ur n t o God.  He cal l s t hem sel f  sat i sf i ed and f ul l  of  pr i de -  j ust  
comi ng t o hear  hi m i s not  enough.  
     The poi nt  i s r epent ance -  bapt i sm i s t he out war d si gn of  t he 
i nwar d change.  He cal l s t he peopl e a gener at i on of  vi per s,  t r yi ng 
t o avoi d God' s wr at h.  Li ke snakes when t he gr ass i s on f i r e,  t hey 
t r y t o escape.  He says t hey must  pr oduce good f r ui t  t o pr ove t r ue 
r epent ance.  
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     Ver se 8.  He war ns t hem not  t o r el y on bei ng descendant s of  
Abr aham t o avoi d t he comi ng wr at h of  God.  By sayi ng t hat  God can 
r ai se t he scat t er ed st ones of  t he deser t ,  t o be t he peopl e of  
f ai t h,  i t  has been suggest ed t hat  He i s t hi nki ng of  t hese st ones 
as Gent i l es who al so woul d be of f er ed t he Gospel .  The nat i on of  
I sr ael  r ej ect ed Jesus and i n 70 A. D.  came t hei r  dest r uct i on and 
desol at i on.  The t r ue chi l dr en of  Abr aham ar e spi r i t ual ,  no mat t er  
t he peopl e or  nat i on.  
 
     Ver se 9.  They ar e war ned:  t he axe i s about  t o sever  t he r oot  
of  t he t r ee.  Ther e i s no t i me t o put  t hi s of f .  
 
     Ver ses 10,  11.  The peopl e get  t he poi nt  and ask f or  a way 
out ,  as i f  John had some secr et  pl an.  However ,  he r epl i es t hat  
t hey ar e t o show t hei r  r epent ance by bei ng unsel f i sh i n t hei r  
pr esent  ci r cumst ances,  and t o show l ove t o t hei r  nei ghbor .  Thi s i s 
t he wel l  known command of  God.  
 
     Ver ses 12,  13.  The Publ i cans wer e agent s of  Rome who 
col l ect ed dut i es f r om t he peopl e.  As such,  t hey wer e despi sed by 
t he peopl e.  The publ i cans al so desi r ed t o escape t he wr at h t o 
come.  What  must  t hey do? John doesn' t  t el l  t hem t o qui t  t hei r  
unpopul ar  j obs,  but  t o be f ai r  and honest ,  and not  abuse t hei r  
posi t i on by ext or t i ng money f or  t hei r  own pocket s.  
 
     Ver se 14.  Even sol di er s -  who wer e supposed t o uphol d and 
enf or ce t he l aw,  wer e not  t ol d t o f i nd ot her  wor k.  I nst ead,  t hey 
wer e t ol d t o be cont ent  wi t h t hei r  pay and not  use vi ol ence t o get  
money f or  t hemsel ves.  
 
     Ver ses 15,  16.  Because of  hi s cal l i ng peopl e t o God,  many 
began t o wonder  i f  John was t he pr omi sed Messi ah.  I n no uncer t ai n 
t er ms John sai d No -  he poi nt ed t o Chr i st  as t he comi ng Redeemer .  
He emphasi zes t hat  hi s wor k i s mer el y t o pr epar e -  hi s bapt i sm i s 
onl y out war d.  Chr i st  wi l l  br i ng about  i nwar d pur i f i cat i on and 
r enewal .  Hi s wi l l  be t he t r ue bapt i sm wi t h t he Hol y Spi r i t  and 
f i r e.  Fi r e i n t hi s sense i s pur i f yi ng by bur ni ng of f  t he chaf f ,  
yet  pr eser vi ng t he wheat .  They wi l l  be del i ver ed f r om t he power  
and penal t y of  si n.  John pl aces hi msel f  bel ow a ser vant  who woul d 
unt i e hi s mast er ' s shoel aces.  
 
     As one t osses t he t hr eshed- out  wheat  -  t he chaf f  i s bl own 
away whi l e t he gr ai n f al l s t o t he gr ound -  so wi l l  Jesus separ at e 
t he peopl e.  Thi s t r ue Messi ah wi l l  br i ng j udgment  upon Hi s own 
peopl e as wel l  as al l  ot her s.  John decl ar es j udgment  on al l  who 
r ej ect  t hi s of f er  of  r epent ance.  
 
     Ver se 18.  Though Luke onl y i ncl udes a f ew exampl es of  John' s 
t ypi cal  pr onouncement s -  he does announce t he Good News -  t he 
Gospel .  The messi ah wi l l  come and br i ng f or gi veness of  si ns,  
i nwar d r enewal  and pur i f i cat i on t hr ough t he Spi r i t  t o al l  who  
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t r ul y t ur n t o God.  
 
     Ver ses 19,  20.  John ment i ons t he f act  t hat  t he Bapt i st  
pr eached agai nst  Her od Ant i pas because of  hi s si n of  st eal i ng hi s 
br ot her ' s wi f e.  He al so put  out  hi s own wi f e,  daught er  of  Ar et as 
I V of  Ar abi a.  Thi s event ual l y l ed t o John' s ar r est  and  
i mpr i sonment .  John was l at er  beheaded -  t hr ough t he pl ot t i ng of  
Her odi as ( t he i nf amous wi f e) .  
 
     The pr eachi ng of  t he chur ch has been and al ways shoul d 
i ncl ude t he t r ue nat ur e of  man i n si n and r ebel l i ng agai nst  God.  
That  God' s j ust i ce demands puni shment .  No one has any her edi t ar y,  
or  per sonal  di gni t y or  i mpor t ance,  or  out war d pi et y t hat  pl eases 
God or  meet s Hi s st andar d.  
     Onl y One ever  has or  ever  wi l l  -  Jesus.  I t  i s t o Hi m we must  
t ur n,  r eal i zi ng our  own gui l t  and hel pl essness,  and hopel essness.  
One Savi or ,  one Jesus,  one Redeemer ,  one Hope,  one Hel p,  one 
Answer ,  one Chr i st  our  Lor d.  
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     Luke 3: 21- 4: 1- 13.  
     Jesus had become by t hi s t i me,  a mat ur e man,  wel l - pr epar ed 
physi cal l y and spi r i t ual l y.  I t  i s t i me f or  t he begi nni ng of  Hi s 
publ i c mi ni st r y.  Fi r st  he goes t o John t o be bapt i zed by hi m.  The 
t hr ee ot her  Gospel s gi ve mor e det ai l  of  t hi s event .  Luke onl y 
i ncl udes what  God di d and sai d af t er  t he bapt i sm i t sel f .  He i s 
concer ned about  what  God r eveal ed about  Jesus at  t he begi nni ng of  
hi s publ i c appear ance.  
 
     3: 21.  Those of  t he Jewi sh peopl e who had t ur ned t o God ar e 
not  number ed,  but  a gr eat  many had by t hi s t i me come t o John.  I t  
was t hen t hat  Jesus went  and was bapt i zed by John.  By Hi s 
submi t t i ng t o t hi s r i t e,  t he Si nl ess One t ook t he si n of  manki nd 
upon Hi msel f .  He of f er s Hi msel f  as t he Subst i t ut e,  t o be 
i dent i f i ed wi t h and r epr esent  t he si nf ul  r ace of  man.  Thi s was t he 
out war d and publ i c si gn t hat  He accept ed Hi s wor k of  r edempt i on 
whi ch began her e and whi ch was not  t o be compl et ed unt i l  Hi s 
suf f er i ng and deat h.  
     Jesus was pr ayi ng i n communi on wi t h God,  when t he heaven 
opened -  a br i ef  wi ndow t o t he maj est y and gl or y of  t he f at her  and 
Jesus.  Jesus and al so John ( r ead John 1: 32)  saw t he Hol y Spi r i t  
descendi ng f r om heaven i n t he f or m of  a dove -  a symbol  of  pur i t y,  
i nnocence,  beaut y,  and peace.  Thi s means Jesus was hencef or t h 
compl et el y equi pped t o f ul f i l l  t he r ol e of  Messi ah and Redeemer  -  
openl y shown i n publ i c as a f ur t her  si gn of  Hi s desi gnat i on as t he 
Chr i st  of  God.  Hi s et er nal  Son- shi p i s f ur t her  conf i r med by a 
voi ce f r om heaven sayi ng,  " Thou ar t  my bel oved Son,  i n whom I  am 
wel l  pl eased. "  
 
     Ver se 22.  " i n Thee I  am wel l  pl eased"  -  i n r ef er ence t o 
ever yt hi ng Jesus had done up t o t hi s t i me -  al l  wi t hi n God' s wi l l .  
Now He was especi al l y i n God' s wi l l  by submi t t i ng t o bapt i sm -  
of f i ci al l y and publ i cl y t aki ng on t he wor k of  r edempt i on,  
ul t i mat el y l eadi ng t o t he Cr oss.  I n Chr i st  Jesus,  heaven has been 
opened t o us,  and t he way pr epar ed.  We have been r edeemed and 
become God' s chi l dr en by t hat  Redempt i on.  
 
     Ver ses 23- 38 -  The Geneal ogi cal  Tabl e of  Jesus.  Havi ng shown 
t he backgr ound of  Jesus and begi nni ng of  Hi s publ i c mi ni st r y,  Luke 
chose t o pl ace t he geneal ogi cal  t abl e her e.  
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     Ver se 23.  He ment i ons t he age of  Jesus ( t he onl y one t o do 
so)  as about  30 year s ol d.  Geneal ogi cal  t abl es had been compi l ed 
and updat ed f or  many cent ur i es.  Publ i c r egi st er s wer e kept ,  and 
many f ami l i es al so di d.  
     Luke obt ai ned a copy of  t he geneal ogi cal  t abl e of  Mar y' s 
f at her  Hel i .  Si nce i t  was not  cust omar y t o i nser t  t he name of  a 
woman i n such a l i st  he added ( as was supposed)  t he son of  Joseph 
-  i n Luke 1 & 2 he has r ecor ded t hat  Jesus was sol el y t he son of  
Mar y.  I n Mat t hew we f i nd t he f ami l y t r ee of  Joseph who was l egal l y 
Jesus'  f at her  ( t hough onl y st epf at her ,  act ual l y) .  Thi s t abl e i s 
qui t e di f f er ent  f r om Luke' s.  Yet ,  i t  cl ear l y est abl i shes Davi di c 
descent  l egal l y.  
     As Luke had been wr i t i ng f or  Romans and Gr eeks,  Jesus'  
Davi di c descent  was not  essent i al .  Luke want ed t o show Jesus'  
act ual  human descent  t hr ough Davi d,  Abr aham,  t o Adam t he son of  
God.  That  Mar y was a descendant  of  Davi d was never  di sput ed dur i ng 
t he ear l y cent ur i es.  
 
     Ver ses 24- 38.  By goi ng al l  t he way back t o Adam,  Luke shows 
Jesus'  ancest r y not  onl y f r om t he Jewi sh l i ne t o Abr aham,  but  
bef or e t he exi st ence of  t hat  l i ne.  He shows t he f ami l y t r ee of  al l  
manki nd whi ch began wi t h Adam -  t he son of  God i n t hat  he was 
cr eat ed by God as a mat ur e man.  Jesus becomes t he second Adam -  
bor n of  woman but  concei ved by t he Hol y Spi r i t .  Many books have 
been wr i t t en t hat  go i nt o t he det ai l s of  t hese l i st s i dent i f yi ng 
as many of  t he unf ami l i ar  names and t hei r  pl aces on t he l i st s.  
 
     Chapt er  4: 1- 13 -  The Tempt at i on.  Because of  Hi s i nwar d 
pur i t y,  t empt at i ons i n Hi s case coul d onl y come f r om t he out si de.  
Never t hel ess,  Jesus was exposed t o al l  t he t empt at i ons common t o 
al l  peopl e.  ( Read Hebr ews 2: 17, 18. )  
     Jesus'  sympat hy f or  t he si nner  does not  depend on t he 
exper i ence of  gi vi ng i n but  t he exper i ence of  how st r ong t he 
t empt at i on t o si n i s.  Onl y t hose who don' t  gi ve i n know t he 
compl et e st r engt h of  t empt at i on.  Jesus f aced t empt at i ons 
t hr oughout  Hi s l i f e -  as a chi l d,  a yout h,  and as an adul t  -  as 
al l  of  us do.  He t r i umphed over  al l  of  t hem.  
     Never t hel ess,  t hese wer e a set  apar t  -  t hese t empt i ng Jesus 
as t he Messi ah.  Thi s was di r ect l y af t er  Jesus'  bapt i sm,  Hi s 
accept ance of  t he r ol e of  Savi our .  The ver y pl an of  Redempt i on i s 
put  on t he l i ne -  i f  Jesus had gi ven i n at  any poi nt ,  Redempt i on 
woul d be cancel ed.  He had t o f ace t he r ul er  of  al l  t hat  i s opposed  
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t o God -  Sat an hi msel f .  
 
     Ver ses 1,  2.  Jesus was l ed by t he Spi r i t  i nt o t he wi l der ness 
t o deal  wi t h t he t empt at i ons of  Sat an.  I t  was onl y at  t he end of  
40 days t hat  Jesus became consci ous of  physi cal  hunger .  Cer t ai nl y,  
Jesus was t i r ed as wel l .  I t  i s at  t hi s ext r eme t he enemy becomes 
most  vi ci ous.  
 
     Ver se 3.  The evi l  one begi ns hi s at t ack wi t h t he i nf amous " I f  
t hou ar t  t he Son of  God, "  t o f or ce Jesus t o doubt .  Jesus at  Hi s 
weakest  sur el y must  t hi nk He i s f or saken.  I t  doesn' t  wor k -  Sat an 
t hen appeal s t o sel f i shness,  and i mpat i ence.  Why shoul d He be 
hungr y i f  He has power  and aut hor i t y t o t ur n st ones i nt o br ead? 
 
     Ver se 4.  Jesus r emai ns wi t hi n t he wi l l  of  t he Fat her  and 
knows such gi vi ng i n was cont r ar y t o t hat  wi l l .  So He r epl i es 
quot i ng scr i pt ur e ( Deut er onomy 8: 3) .  Thi s poi nt s t o God,  not  
br ead,  as t he necessar y sust ai ner  of  l i f e.  Mat er i al  bount y has no 
val ue i f  i t  does not  i ncl ude God' s bl essi ng.  Jesus'  t r ust  i s not  
i n br ead but  Hi s f ai t h i n God,  Hi s r el at i onshi p wi t h God,  Hi s 
doi ng t he wi l l  of  God.  I n Mat t hew I V:  God sent  angel s t o gi ve 
Jesus what  He needed.  
 
     Ver se 5.  Sat an pr ovi des Jesus wi t h a vi si on of  al l  t he 
ki ngdoms of  t he wor l d i n a moment .  
 
     Ver ses 6,  7.  The devi l  decl ar es t hat  he cont r ol s al l  of  t hese 
ki ngdoms.  Si nce Jesus has come t o f or m a ki ngdom,  Sat an can 
i mmedi at el y pr ovi de Hi m wi t h al l  of  t hese.  Thi s t empt s Jesus t o 
avoi d t he pat h of  suf f er i ng,  r ej ect i on,  and deat h.  Though onl y 
wi t hi n t he over r ul i ng and per mi ssi ve wi l l  of  God di d Sat an 
act ual l y have power  -  and onl y t o t he ext ent  t hat  peopl e sur r ender  
by si n t o t he evi l  one.  Sat an' s cl ai m t hat  he can t ur n over  power  
t o whoever  he pl eases i s anot her  hal f  t r ut h -  onl y God has t hat  
power .  
 
     Ver se 8.  Jesus r ej ect s t he t empt at i on and commands Sat an t o 
l eave -  Jesus cl oses t he ar gument  by agai n quot i ng Hol y Scr i pt ur e 
( Deut er onomy 6: 13) ,  t hus acknowl edgi ng t he absol ut e aut hor i t y of  
t he Wor d of  God.  Thi s i s t he st r engt h and gui de of  Hi s l i f e as 
Man.  Jesus doesn' t  ar gue wi t h t he cr af t y one.  He gi ves t he f at her  
of  l i es a f i nal  dose of  Tr ut h.  That  cl oses t he quest i on.  Thi s 
shows t hose who l ooked f or  an ear t hl y Messi ah t hat  Jesus was not  
her e f or  t hat  -  ensur i ng Hi s r ej ect i on by t he maj or i t y of  t he 
Jewi sh nat i on.  
 
     Ver ses 9- 11.  Her e a f ur t her  t empt at i on.  Jesus i s t aken i n 
spi r i t  t o a hi gh pi nnacl e of  t he t empl e -  agai n t r yi ng t o cause 
doubt .  Sat an suggest s t hat  i f  Jesus cast  Hi msel f  down,  God woul d  
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send Hi s angel s t o pr eser ve Hi m ( quot ed f r om 91: 11, 12) .  Sat an 
l eaves out  t he wor ds " . . . i n al l  t hy ways. "  
 
     Ver se 12.  Jesus r ej ect s any suggest i on t hat  He shoul d t est  
t he f ai t hf ul ness of  God by put t i ng Hi msel f  i n such a sel f i sh 
unl awf ul  danger .  To t est  God t hus f ool i shl y pr oves t hat  one does 
not  t r ust  God compl et el y.  Jesus does not  ar gue -  don' t  ar gue wi t h 
a l i ar  -  j ust  gi ve hi m a dose of  Tr ut h.  Deut er onomy 6: 16 -  " Ye 
shal l  not  t empt  t he Lor d your  God, "  t o see how f ar  you can go.  Al l  
t hese t empt at i ons wer e t o dr aw Jesus f r om God' s Wi l l .  
 
     Ver se 13.  " When t he devi l  had ended ever y ki nd of  t empt at i on 
he depar t ed unt i l  a sui t abl e t i me. "  -  Al t er nat e t r ansl at i on.  
Lesson t o be l ear ned -  Our  Savi our  was vi ct or i ous over  t he most  
ext r eme and mal i ci ous at t acks of  Sat an -  even t hose i n t he Gar den 
of  Get hsemane.  He has conquer ed Sat an -  What  shoul d we be af r ai d 
of  -  dar t s,  smal l  t empt at i ons or  l ar ge? Thr ough Jesus ar e we al so 
conquer or s.  Scr i pt ur e r emai ns t he best  def ense agai nst  anyt hi ng 
Sat an can i nvent  t o dr aw us away f r om t he wi l l  of  God.  
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Lesson I V 

 
     Luke 4: 14- 44.  
 
     Luke 4: 14- 32 -  Jesus Dr i ven f r om Nazar et h.  
 
     I n t el l i ng about  t he publ i c mi ni st r y,  Luke chooses what  t o 
i ncl ude and what  t o omi t .  He does not  i ncl ude t hose event s 
r ecount ed i n Mar k 6- 8,  and some det ai l s ment i oned by John.  
     Sever al  of  t he det ai l s suggest  t hat  t hi s i s not  Jesus'  f i r st  
publ i c appear ance af t er  t he t empt at i on,  but  t hat  much had al r eady 
t aken pl ace.  
     Luke i s wr i t i ng t o a non- Jewi sh audi ence and t her ef or e 
depi ct s t hose event s t hat  cl ear l y show Jesus as Savi or  of  al l  who 
bel i eve i n Hi m.  Her e Jesus pr eaches about  Redempt i on comi ng t o 
t hose out si de of  I sr ael .  
 
     Ver ses 14, 15.  A gener al  descr i pt i on of  Jesus'  act i ons dur i ng 
t hat  per i od i n Gal i l ee caused a gr eat  sensat i on.  He was hi ghl y 
popul ar  wi t h t he peopl e.  
 
     Ver ses 16, 17.  Af t er  an unst at ed per i od of  t i me i n Gal i l ee,  
Jesus came t o Hi s ol d homet own of  Nazar et h.  The peopl e had hear d 
of  Hi s gr owi ng f ame and wer e cur i ous t o see and hear  Hi m.  
     As was Hi s cust om f r om Hi s yout h,  Jesus went  t o t he synagogue 
on t he Sabbat h.  Jesus st ood up as a si gn t hat  He wi shed t o speak.  
I t  was a cust om t o al l ow vi si t i ng r abbi s such an oppor t uni t y;  t he 
head of  t he synagogue had t he book of  I sai ah gi ven t o Jesus,  a 
por t i on of  whi ch was next  t o be r ead.  
 
     Ver ses 18, 19.  He r ead I sai ah 61: 1, 2 and a phr ase f r om I sai ah 
58: 6.  
 
     Ver se 20.  He r ol l ed up t he book ( par chment  scr ol l )  and sat  
down on t he cust omar y pl at f or m t o del i ver  Hi s message.  Rabbi s 
usual l y pr oceeded wi t h expl anat i ons and i nst r uct i on r at her  t han 
or at i ons.  Al l  eyes of  Hi s ol d acquai nt ances wer e f ast ened 
expect ant l y on Hi m.  
 
     Ver se 21.  Luke gi ves a br i ef  account  of  t he mai n t heme.  Jesus 
decl ar es t hat  t he pr ophecy He had r ead had been f ul f i l l ed i n Hi s 
own per son -  t hat  He was t he One anoi nt ed by God t o pr ocl ai m gl ad 
t i di ngs t o t he poor ,  t o heal  t he br oken hear t ed,  t o pr ocl ai m 
del i ver ance t o capt i ves of  si n,  t o gi ve si ght  t o t he bl i nd,  t o 
l i f t  up t he downcast ,  t o pr ocl ai m " t he accept abl e year  of  t he 
Lor d"  -  t he t i me of  t he Messi ah t hr ough Whom God wi l l  gi ve 
sal vat i on t o Hi s peopl e.  
 
     Ver se 22.  The aut hor i t y and convi ct i on of  Hi s wor ds had an 
i mmedi at e f avor abl e ef f ect .  The t ur ni ng poi nt  came when t hey  
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r emember ed t hat  t hi s was onl y a son of  Joseph,  an or di nar y 
car pent er ,  so f ami l i ar  t o t hem.  What  had begun wi t h amazement  
became skept i ci sm & i ndi f f er ence,  l i ke " Who does he t hi nk he i s?"  
 
     Ver se 23.  Jesus i mmedi at el y not i ced t he change of  at t i t ude 
and sai d t hey woul d l i kel y quot e hi m t he pr over b -  " Physi ci an,  
heal  t hysel f , "  t hat  t hey now doubt  al l  t hat  t hey have hear d about  
Hi m,  and Hi s own cl ai ms t o gr eat ness.  They had t o have pr oof .  
 
     Ver ses 24- 27.  To f ur t her  pr ove t hat  pr ophet s of  God had been 
si mi l ar l y t r eat ed -  He r ecount s t he cases wi t h El i j a and El i sha -  
who not  bei ng accept ed by t hei r  own peopl e wer e consequent l y sent  
by God t o peopl e out si de of  I sr ael  ( pagans) .  
     Jesus r ef uses t hei r  demand f or  si gns and wonder s t o pr ove Hi s 
cl ai ms.  They mi ssed t he whol e poi nt  of  t he Sal vat i on He was 
of f er i ng.  
 
     Ver se 28.  These exampl es enr age t he peopl e i n t he synagogue.  
 
     Ver se 29.  Nazar et h i s si t uat ed i n t he hol l ow bet ween t hr ee 
peaks of  a mount ai n.  The Jews dr ove Jesus t o one of  t hem -  wi t h 
t he pur pose of  pushi ng Hi m over .  
 
     Ver ses 30, 31.  How Jesus act ual l y di d t hi s,  we ar e not  t ol d,  
but  si nce i t  was not  yet  Hi s t i me t o l ay down Hi s l i f e -  He wal ked 
t hr ough t hem and went  agai n t o Caper naum t o cont i nue Hi s mi ni st r y.  
 
     Ver se 32.  Hi s wor ds ar e wel come and t he hear er s wer e 
sur pr i sed at  t he power  and aut hor i t y of  Hi s t eachi ng.  The scr i bes 
and r abbi s usual l y spoke f r om t he t r adi t i ons,  wr i t t en by f or mer  
scr i bes and r abbi s -  many det ai l ed expl anat i ons and opi ni ons.  
     Jesus uni quel y spoke Absol ut e Tr ut h based on Hi s di vi ni t y as 
t he Son of  God.  Par t  of  Jesus'  uni que pr eachi ng was Hi s 
descr i pt i on of  t he ut t er  mi ser y of  t he human r ace,  t hei r  compl et e 
spi r i t ual  bl i ndness.  Thi s dar kness of  si n He had come t o cur e -  t o 
br i ng t he l i ght  -  t he quot e f r om I sai ah cl ear l y shows t hi s.  He has 
come t o br i ng del i ver ance t o t he poor ,  bl i nd capt i ves cr ushed by 
si n -  t hr ough Hi msel f .  
 
     Ver ses 33- 37.  Demon Possessi on cur ed i n Caper naum.  I t  becomes 
appar ent  t hat  t he devi l  and hi s demons wer e compl et el y awar e of  
who Jesus was and t hat  He had come t o dest r oy t he wor ks of  t he 
devi l .  They on t he ot her  hand wer e goi ng t o t r y t o f i ght  -  and 
hamper  Hi m -  t o di st ur b whenever  possi bl e.  Jesus had t o show Hi s 
aut hor i t y over  t he evi l  spi r i t s -  t hat  He had over come t he power  
of  The Evi l  One.  I n t he Gospel s,  sever al  exampl es ar e r ecor ded 
about  t he cast i ng out  of  t hese dest r uct i ve spi r i t s.  
 
     Ver ses 33, 34.  Whi l e Jesus i s t eachi ng at  t he synagogue,  He  
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was suddenl y i nt er r upt ed by a man cr yi ng out  wi t h a l oud voi ce -   
possessed of  " a spi r i t  of  an uncl ean demon. "  -  shout i ng " Ah!  What  
have we t o do wi t h Thee,  Thou Jesus of  Nazar et h?"  Thi s i s a cr y of  
f ear  -  t hat  hi s dest r uct i on has come.  He r ecogni zes Jesus as t he 
Hol y One of  God.  
 
     Ver se 35.  Jesus doesn' t  ar gue,  but  i mmedi at el y r ebukes t he 
demon and commands hi m t o shut  up and come out  of  t he poor  man.  
The demon t hr ew t he man down and l ef t  hi m,  but  t he man was not  
i nj ur ed.  
 
     Ver ses 36, 37.  The peopl e who wi t nessed t hi s wer e ast oni shed;  
t hey had never  bef or e seen such an aut hor i t at i ve and power f ul  
def eat  of  a demon possessi on.  The st or y was i mmedi at el y t ol d and 
r et ol d t hr oughout  t he vi ci ni t y.  
     Not e:  i n t he New Test ament ,  demon possessi on al ways means 
t hat  a per son i s domi nat ed by a demon spi r i t  -  and t or ment ed by 
hi m.  I t  i s di st i ngui shed -  especi al l y by Luke ( t he physi ci an)  f r om 
cases of  or di nar y i l l ness,  i nsani t y ( l unacy) ,  deaf ness,  l ameness,  
or  or di nar y def ect s and di seases.  I t  seems t o have been especi al l y 
f r equent  dur i ng Jesus'  mi ni st r y.  
 
     Ver ses 38- 44.  Jesus came t o save peopl e i n body and soul  -  
t hr oughout  t he Gospel s He i s t he Gr eat  Physi ci an.  
 
     Ver ses 38, 39.  At  Pet er ' s house i n Caper naum,  hi s mot her - i n-
l aw has come down wi t h a ser i ous f ever .  Af t er  Jesus st ood over  
her ,  he aut hor i t at i vel y r ebuked t he f ever .  She was i mmedi at el y 
heal ed and r egai ned enough st r engt h t o get  up and wai t  on t hem.  
 
     Ver ses 40, 41.  A Jewi sh day began and ended wi t h t he set t i ng 
of  t he sun.  The Sabbat h ended at  sunset .  The i nhabi t ant s of  
Caper naum wai t ed unt i l  t hen t o br i ng t hei r  si ck t o Jesus.  He l ai d 
Hi s hands on t he si ck one by one and heal ed t hem,  and wi t h 
aut hor i t y He cast  out  t he demons f r om t he many who wer e possessed.  
The evi l  spi r i t s agai n showed t hat  t hey r ecogni zed Hi m as t he 
Anoi nt ed Son of  God.  He di d not  want  t hese evi l  ones pr ocl ai mi ng 
Hi m t he Chr i st .  
 
     Ver se 42.  Ear l y t he next  mor ni ng Jesus sought  a pl ace of  
qui et  af t er  an exhaust i ng day and ni ght .  A l ar ge number  of  peopl e 
went  af t er  Hi m,  seeki ng t o get  Hi m t o st ay wi t h t hem,  t o keep Hi m 
t o t hemsel ves.  
 
     Ver se 43.  No mat t er  how much sympat hy He may have had f or  
t hem,  He woul d not  gi ve i n.  Hi s wor k at  t hat  pl ace was f i ni shed -  
He must  go t o ot her  ci t i es t o pr ocl ai m by wor d and deed t he gl ad 
t i di ngs of  t he ki ngdom of  God.  
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     Ver se 44.  So He went  t o ot her  pl aces i n Gal i l ee cont i nui ng  
t o spr ead t he Good News.  
     Dur i ng Hi s ear t hl y mi ni st r y i t  was necessar y f or  Jesus t o 
heal  so many as a r evel at i on of  Hi s l ove and f or gi veness f or  
suf f er i ng peopl e,  and al so as vi si bl e pr oof  t hat  He was t he 
Messi ah,  come t o del i ver  man i n body and spi r i t .  The heal i ngs of  
t he apost l es wer e al so of  such a speci al  nat ur e -  t o conf i r m t hei r  
r el at i on t o Jesus and as f ounder s of  t he Chur ch.  
     I t  i s al so cl ear l y shown i n t he Bi bl e,  t hat  i t  i sn' t  al ways 
God' s wi l l  t o heal  di seases.  Somet i mes God per mi t s some of  Hi s 
f ai t hf ul  t o suf f er  af f l i ct i ons,  somet i mes even unt o deat h.  Hi s 
pl an i s per f ect  f or  t he pur poses whi ch He has or dai ned.  
     We do have a r i ght  t o pr ay f or  heal i ng,  but  not  t o demand i t .  
We must  t r ust  i n Hi s per f ect  wi l l  t o come t o pass -  whet her  i n 
heal t h,  or  i n suf f er i ng.  Our  pur pose her e i s not  t o be exempt  f r om 
t he t r i al s of  l i f e,  but  t o t r ust  Hi m t o be wi t h us t hr ough t hem.  
I t  i s mor e t han obvi ous t hat  i t  i s t hr ough such t r i al s t hat  we 
have oppor t uni t i es of  shar i ng our  f ai t h and l ove t o ot her s,  and 
ot her s f or  us.  
     The Gr eat  Physi ci an wi l l  one day at  Hi s comi ng br i ng an end 
t o al l  pai n and suf f er i ng t o t hose who t r ust  i n Hi m.  
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Lesson V 

 
     Luke 5: 1- 26.  
 
     Ver ses 1- 11.  
     I n pr evi ous chapt er s Luke por t r ayed Jesus as t he Son of  God 
wi t h absol ut e aut hor i t y t o r epel  t he t empt at i ons of  t he devi l  and 
command t he uncl ean spi r i t s t o r el ease t hei r  capt i ves -  and havi ng 
t he power  t o heal  physi cal  di seases.  
     I n t hese f ew ver ses Luke shows Jesus havi ng power  even over  
t he f i sh of  t he l ake.  Al so t hi s event  convi nces hi s di sci pl es t o 
gi ve up t hei r  vocat i on and f ol l ow Hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 1- 3.  Fr om what  we l ear n f r om t he ot her  gospel s,  Jesus 
had al r eady met  Pet er ,  John,  Andr ew,  and ot her s -  and cal l ed t hem 
t o be di sci pl es ( Mat t hew 4: 18,  Mar k 1: 16) .  They had f ol l owed Hi m 
but  par t  of  t he t i me t hey st i l l  went  f i shi ng -  t hei r  pr evi ous 
t r ade.  
     On t hi s mor ni ng,  Jesus was on t he shor e of  Lake Gennesar et  
near  Caper naum.  A gr eat  mul t i t ude had al r eady t ur ned out  t o hear  
Hi m speak.  I n or der  t o mor e ef f ect i vel y t al k t o such a t hr ong,  
Jesus asked Pet er ,  whose boat  was near by,  t o push out  a l i t t l e 
f r om shor e,  and f r om t her e He t aught  t he cr owd.  
 
     Ver ses 4- 7.  Af t er  He f i ni shed speaki ng,  He t ol d Pet er  t o go 
i nt o t he deep wat er  and put  out  t he net s.  Pet er  r eveal s t hat  t hey 
had been f i shi ng al l  ni ght  and caught  not hi ng.  I t  was 
t r adi t i onal l y at  ni ght  t hat  t he best  f i shi ng was done -  t he wor st  
i n t he mor ni ng,  when t he sun was r ef l ect i ng on t he wat er .  Though 
exhaust ed af t er  a f r ust r at i ng and t i r i ng ni ght ,  Pet er  t r ust s Jesus 
enough t o do what  He suggest ed even i f  ever yt hi ng poi nt ed agai nst  
i t .  
     Cont r ar y t o al l  expect at i ons,  so many f i sh ar e caught  t hat  
t hey cal l  f or  t hei r  par t ner s t o come wi t h t hei r  boat  t o hel p.  They 
end up f i l l i ng bot h boat s t o t he br i m wi t h t he net t ed f i sh.  
 
     Ver ses 8- 10.  Al l  wer e amazed at  t he unexpect ed r esul t s of  
f ol l owi ng Jesus'  counsel  -  t hat  He coul d cause t he f i sh t o come 
i nt o t he net s at  t he most  unl i kel y t i me.  
     Pet er  -  ever  i mpul si ve -  f al l s at  Jesus'  f eet  excl ai mi ng,  
" Depar t  f r om me;  f or  I  am a si nf ul  man,  O Lor d! "  Though Pet er  had 
obser ved many power f ul  and mi r acul ous t hi ngs,  t hi s si ngl e event  
st r uck hi m especi al l y because of  Pet er ' s l i f el ong pur sui t  of  bei ng  
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a f i sher man.  Thus he was awest r uck by t he super nat ur al  event .  Thi s 
al so br ought  t o hi s mi nd how ut t er l y si nf ul  and undeser vi ng he was 
i n t he pr esence of  t he Savi our .  Thi s became a dr amat i c t ur ni ng 
poi nt  i n Pet er ' s l i f e.  Pet er  f el t  unwor t hy of  even bei ng i n t he 
pr esence of  t he Hol y One,  even sayi ng " Depar t  f r om Me,  O Lor d. "  
     Jesus,  however ,  under st ood Pet er ' s hear t  and r eassur ed hi m,  
" Fear  not ,  f r om hencef or t h t hough shal t  cat ch men. "  Pet er  wi l l  be 
Hi s f ol l ower  and wi l l  r each ot her s f or  Chr i st .  What  a pr omi se!  
 
     Ver se 11.  We can nat ur al l y assume t hat  t he cat ch of  f i sh was 
pr oper l y deal t  wi t h -  t hus pr ovi di ng f or  t he f ami l i es i nvol ved 
bef or e t he di sci pl es l ef t  t o go wi t h Jesus.  Thi s was cer t ai nl y a 
l esson t o t hem t hat  Jesus coul d pr ovi de f or  t hei r  needs even i f  
t hey f ol l owed Hi m.  I f  t hey t r ust ed and obeyed Hi m t hey had not hi ng 
t o f ear .  
     I t  was t hen t hat  Pet er ,  Andr ew,  James and John chose t o 
become f ul l  t i me f ol l ower s of  Jesus.  
 
     Ver ses 12- 16.  The Heal i ng of  a Leper .  Her e Jesus i s agai n 
shown as t he Gr eat  Physi ci an i n heal i ng t he i ncur abl e di sease of  
l epr osy.  
 
     Ver se 12.  I t  was agai nst  t he l aw f or  a l eper  t o be i n a ci t y 
or  ar ound heal t hy peopl e.  Obvi ousl y,  one hear d about  Jesus and Hi s 
heal i ng peopl e,  and bel i eved i t  enough t o r i sk ever yt hi ng t o get  
t o see Jesus.  When he got  t o Jesus,  he i mmedi at el y f el l  at  Hi s 
f eet  and asked t o be heal ed,  i ncl udi ng t he wor ds " i f  t hou wi l t " ,  
t hat  he was humbl y aski ng,  not  demandi ng.  
 
     Ver se 13.  Though i t  was agai nst  cer emoni al  l aw t o t ouch a 
l eper ,  Jesus never t hel ess showed compassi on by t ouchi ng,  and 
heal i ng,  hi m.  
 
     Ver se 14.  Jesus does not  want  t he mul t i t udes t o become t oo 
demandi ng about  mi r acl es,  whi ch coul d easi l y l ead t o t hei r  wi shi ng 
Hi m t o be t hei r  ear t hl y Messi ah.  He t el l s t he man not  t o br oadcast  
what  happened,  but  t o obey t he Law ( Levi t i cus 14)  and show hi msel f  
t o a pr i est  and make t he pr oper  of f er i ng,  so he can be pr onounced 
cl ean and t her eby r eent er  soci et y.  Thi s woul d be a wi t ness t o t he 
pr i est s t hat  Jesus obser ves t he cer emoni al  l aw,  and t hat  He,  t he 
Savi or ,  can even heal  l epr osy.  
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     Ver se 15.  The j oyous man does not  f ol l ow Jesus'  command,  and 
as a r esul t ,  even mor e number s of  peopl e come af t er  Hi m.  
 
     Ver se 16.  Of t en Luke r ecount s how Jesus r epeat edl y wi t hdr ew 
t o f i nd qui et ,  and commune wi t h Hi s Fat her  i n pr ayer .  
 
     Ver ses 17- 26.  Heal i ng a Man wi t h a Pal sy.  The f ocus her e i s 
t hat  God al one has t he r i ght  and aut hor i t y t o f or gi ve si n -  Jesus 
shows t hat  God has gi ven Hi m t hat  Ri ght  and Aut hor i t y.  
 
     Ver se 17.  Mar k t el l s t hi s st or y i n Mar k chapt er  2,  Mat t hew i n 
Mat t hew chapt er  9.  As t ol d i n John chapt er  5,  Jesus had al r eady 
had conf l i ct  wi t h t he aut hor i t i es -  and t hey wer e sear chi ng f or  
somet hi ng ser i ous t o accuse Hi m of .  I n Luke' s ver si on he ment i ons 
t hem comi ng t o obser ve ever yt hi ng He di d.  Jesus pr oceeds t o show 
Hi msel f  as t he di vi ne physi ci an.  
 
     Ver ses 18, 19.  A gr oup of  men havi ng f i r m f ai t h i n Jesus have 
br ought  a par al yzed man t o be heal ed.  The house Jesus was t eachi ng 
i n was f ul l  t o over f l owi ng,  so t her e was no way t hey coul d get  t o 
Hi m.  They ar e det er mi ned -  t hey cl i mb t o t he r oof ,  r emove some of  
t he r oof  t i l es,  and l et  t he man down on hi s pal l et  -  i n f r ont  of  
Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 20.  Jesus r ecogni zed t hat  t he si ckness of  t he par al yt i c 
was connect ed t o hi s si n.  For  t hi s r eason Jesus t ouches t he r oot  
of  t he pr obl em sayi ng,  " Man,  t hy si ns ar e f or gi ven t hee! "  Not  al l  
physi cal  ai l ment s wer e r el at ed t o par t i cul ar  si ns -  but  t hi s one 
was.  
 
     Ver se 21.  When Jesus t husl y f or gi ves t he man,  t he scr i bes and 
Phar i sees i mmedi at el y accuse Hi m of  bl asphemy.  They di d not  
r ecogni ze Jesus as t he Son of  God.  
 
     Ver ses 22- 24.  To say your  si ns ar e f or gi ven seems easy,  
because you don' t  expect  t o see any vi si bl e si gn -  no way t o 
di spr ove i t .  But  t o say,  " Ri se up and wal k, "  ei t her  t he per son i s 
heal ed or  not .  The r esul t  i s i ndi sput abl e.  So Jesus t el l s t he 
par al yzed man t o r i se up and go home.  Thi s shows t hat  He has 
aut hor i t y i n t he vi si bl e and i nvi si bl e r eal ms.  
 
     Ver ses 25, 26.  The cr owd was t ot al l y amazed -  never  had anyone 
seen or  expect ed t o see a par al yzed man i nst ant aneousl y heal ed.  
Onl y God coul d wor k such a mi r acl e and obvi ousl y Jesus had a 
uni que r el at i onshi p wi t h God.  
     Not hi ng was al l owed t o st op t he f r i ends of  t he par al yzed man 
t o get  t o Jesus.  Jesus i s st i l l  f or gi vi ng si ns and gr ant i ng t he 
f r eedom of  Love -  t o gi ve wi t hout  expect i ng r ewar d -  t o meet  evi l  
wi t h good.  
     I f  you l i ve by t he wor l d' s l aw -  you gi ve onl y what  and when 
you expect  at  l east  equal  r ewar d.  You gi ve as good as you get ,  
whet her  f or  good or  bad.  
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     Not e:  
     Phar i sees -  a par t y of  peopl e who t r i ed t o l i ve accor di ng t o  
t he Mosai c Law -  pr ecept s as i nt er pr et ed by t he scr i bes or   
doct or s of  t he Law.  They had t o be f r ee f r om al l  f or ei gn  
i nf l uence.  They l ooked f or  hope i n t he pr ophesi ed Messi ah -  who 
t hey r epr esent ed as an ear t hl y r ul er  who woul d del i ver  t hem f r om 
t he Roman Oppr essi on.  
     They gave a speci al  val ue t o t r adi t i ons and exposi t i ons of  
t he Law;  many cer emoni al  l aws t o di st i ngui sh pur e and i mpur e -  
especi al l y i n obser venace of  t he Sabbat h.  Thi s became super f i ci al  
and f or mal .  They wer e at  t he same t i me vi ol at i ng t he r eal  spi r i t  
of  God' s l aws.  
     Pr i de and sel f  r i ght eous at t i t udes l ed t hem t o exal t  
t hemsel ves above t he ot her  peopl e -  t hi nki ng t hey ear ned r ewar ds 
f r om God by t hei r  obser vances.  They t her ef or e had no need or  use 
f or  Jesus -  even t hi nki ng of  Hi m as one t o r ej ect  and get  r i d of .  
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     Luke 5: 27- 32.  The Cal l  of  Levi ,  A Li f e- changi ng moment .  
     Levi  -  al so cal l ed Mat t hew -  who wr ot e t he Fi r st  Gospel .  He 
was a t ax col l ect or  -  ser vi ng Her od Ant i pas who was i n char ge of  
t hat  ar ea.  Bet ween Acr e on t he Medi t er r anean Sea and Damascus,  t o 
t he nor t h,  t he r oad went  past  Caper naum.  Ther e a cust om st at i on 
was si t uat ed t o col l ect  t axes on goods t r anspor t ed on t hat  r oad.  
Al l  publ i cans wer e wel l - pai d.  They wer e consi der ed hi r el i ngs of  
t he hat ed f or ei gner s -  and consi der ed as col l abor at or s and 
out r ageous si nner s.  
     Mat t hew must  have hear d and seen a gr eat  deal  of  t he r esul t s 
of  Jesus'  mi ni st r y i n t hat  vi ci ni t y.  I t  had an obvi ous ef f ect .  
Jesus knew hi s hear t  and when He wal ked past  hi m,  He t ol d hi m t o 
f ol l ow Hi m as Hi s di sci pl e.  
 
     Ver ses 28, 29.  Levi  i mmedi at el y f ol l owed Hi m,  l eavi ng 
ever yt hi ng behi nd.  He want ed t o cel ebr at e and al so make i t  
possi bl e f or  hi s f el l ow- publ i cans and acquai nt ances t o see and 
hear  Jesus.  He pr epar ed a gr eat  f east  f or  Jesus at  hi s house,  and 
i nvi t ed t hem.  
 
     Ver ses 30- 32.  Dur i ng t he banquet  some of  t he scr i bes and 
Phar i sees come -  pr obabl y uni nvi t ed -  t o wat ch Jesus.  They obj ect  
t o Hi s eat i ng wi t h such not or i ous si nner s.  Jesus r epl i es t hat  t hi s 
i s why He came -  t o r each si nner s t o cal l  t hem t o r epent ance.  As a 
physi ci an,  He has come t o make whol e t hose t hat  ar e si ck.  The 
r i ght eous ( or  sel f - r i ght eous)  have no need of  a physi ci an.  Thi s i s 
t he opposi t e of  t he at t i t ude of  t hese peopl e -  who ar e above any 
associ at i on wi t h such obvi ous out cast s.  
     The hi ghest  cal l i ng of  t he Chur ch al so i s t he r eachi ng out  t o 
out cast s,  t o si nner s f or  r epent ance and f or gi veness.  Not  t o onl y 
of f er  an i nvi t at i on t o r espect abl e or  r i ght eous peopl e.  The 
Phar i sees'  i dea was sal vat i on by separ at i on,  Jesus'  i s sal vat i on 
by associ at i on.  
 
     Ver ses 33- 39.  What  Fast i ng Means.  Luke now shows us how t he 
ways of  Jesus wer e di f f er ent  f r om t hose of  John t he Bapt i st  and 
t he Phar i sees.  
 
     Ver se 33.  Fr om John 3: 26 we see t hat  some of  John' s di sci pl es 
di d not  accept  John' s decl ar at i ons about  Jesus and act ual l y became 
cr i t i cal  about  Hi m and hi s di sci pl es.  They ask why Jesus and Hi s  
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di sci pl es don' t  f ast  of t en and make suppl i cat i ons.  
 
     Ver ses 34, 35.  Jesus r epl i es aski ng i f  t he f r i ends of  t he 
br i degr oom shoul d f ast  whi l e t he br i degr oom i s wi t h t hem.  He t el l s 
t hem t he t i me wi l l  come when t he br i degr oom wi l l  be t aken away 
( Jesus'  f i r st  hi nt  of  Hi s comi ng deat h) ,  and t hen t hey wi l l  f ast  
f r om gr i ef .  Af t er  Hi s r esur r ect i on and t he gi vi ng of  t he Hol y 
Spi r i t  t her e woul d never  agai n be a r eason f or  gr i ef  or  f ast i ng i n 
t he sense of  l oss,  because Jesus pr omi ses t o be wi t h ever y 
bel i ever  even unt o t he end of  t he wor l d.  Ther ef or e peace and j oy 
shoul d be t he spi r i t ual  at t i t ude of  a f ol l ower  of  Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 36.  To f ur t her  i l l ust r at e t he di f f er ence bet ween t he 
ol d ways and Jesus'  way He t el l s 2 par abl es.  He t eaches t hat  i t  i s 
f ool i sh t o t ear  a pi ece of  a new gar ment  t o r epai r  an ol d one.  The 
new way He was t eachi ng woul d be r ui ned i f  j oi ned t o t he ol d,  
t r adi t i onal  f or ms of  r el i gi on.  Al so when t he ol d gar ment  i s 
washed,  t he new pi ece has yet  t o shr i nk -  and wi l l  pul l  t he ol d 
cl ot h t o pi eces.  Thus woul d i t  be t o t r y t o adapt  t he pr i nci pl es 
of  Jesus t o t he ol d ways.  
 
     Ver ses 37,  38.  New wi ne whi ch has yet  t o f er ment ,  cannot  be 
put  i n ol d wi neski ns whi ch have al r eady been st r et ched.  Whi l e 
f er ment i ng,  t he ol d ski ns woul d bur st ,  dest r oyi ng t hem and wast i ng 
t he wi ne.  When put  i n new ski ns,  bot h wi l l  be pr eser ved.  I n t he 
same way,  t he new way of  l i f e and wor shi p br ought  by Jesus cannot  
be cont ai ned i n t he ol d st r i ct  f or ms of  r el i gi on.  The new l i f e 
r equi r es new f or ms.  
     As t he ol d Covenant  was pr epar at i on f or  t he New -  now t hat  
Jesus has come,  t he New f ul f i l l s and t her eby super cedes t he Ol d.  
The ol d cer emoni es and sacr i f i ces al l  poi nt ed t o Chr i st ,  now t hey 
ar e no l onger  needed.  Al l  t hi s poi nt s t o t he di f f er ence bet ween 
t he di sci pl es of  Jesus and t hose of  John and t he Phar i sees.  
 
     Ver se 39.  Her e Jesus expl ai ns t hat  t hose who ar e i n t he habi t  
of  dr i nki ng ol d wi ne,  have no t ast e f or  t he new.  Just  so t hose who 
have habi t ual l y f ul f i l l ed t he f or ms of  t he ol d way of  wor shi p ar e 
not  onl y sat i sf i ed wi t h t hem,  but  t hi nk t hat  t hei r s i s t he onl y 
cor r ect  way of  pl easi ng God.  Thi s was t he mai n r eason f or  t he 
event ual  cr uci f i xi on of  Jesus.  
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( Luke 5)  
 

     Not e on f ast i ng.  
     I n t he Ol d Test ament ,  f ast i ng i s onl y on t he Gr eat  Day of   
At onement  ( Levi t i cus 16: 29 -  af f l i ct i ng your  soul s i ncl udes 
f ast i ng) .  Ot her wi se i t  was pr act i ced vol unt ar i l y as a si gn of  
mour ni ng,  di sast er ,  or  nat i onal  cal ami t i es,  a si gn of  r epent ance 
of  si n.  
     Dur i ng t he exi l e i n Babyl on,  f ast i ng became an out war d and 
f or mal  r i t e,  t hought  t o gai n f avor  f r om God.  Af t er  t he exi l e t he 
pr ophet s pr ocl ai med t hat  t r ue f ast i ng consi st ed of  r enounci ng si n,  
not  i n abst ai ni ng f r om f ood and dr i nk.  I t  per si st ed and dur i ng t he 
t i me of  Jesus many Jews f ast ed t wi ce a week wi t h much out war d 
di spl ay.  Thi s was a wor k of  r i ght eousness,  t o ear n poi nt s wi t h God 
and show ever yone el se how r el i gi ous t hey wer e,  and t her ef or e 
bet t er  t han t hose who di dn' t  do t hi s.  Jesus r ej ect ed i t  as 
compul sor y or  doi ng i t  t o ear n mer i t s f or  i t s f or mal  obser vance.  
     He Hi msel f  f ast ed and accept s i t  as a vol unt ar y f or m of  
spi r i t ual  devot i on.  ( Mat t hew 4: 2;  6: 16- 18. )  The f i r st  Chr i st i ans 
al so obser ved i t  -  Act s 9: 9;  13: 2, 3;  and 14: 3.  
 
     Luke 6: 1- 5.  Luke r el at es t hat  Jesus i s al so Lor d of  t he 
Sabbat h.  
 
     Ver ses 1, 2.  Wal ki ng t hr ough cor nf i el ds on a Sabbat h -  t he 
di sci pl es ar e hungr y and pl uck some ear s and eat  t he gr ai n.  
Accor di ng t o Deut er onomy 23: 25 i t  was l awf ul  t o pl uck gr ai n i n t he 
cor nf i el ds of  ot her s.  But  accor di ng t o t he r i gi d opi ni ons of  t he 
Phar i sees -  t he di sci pl es wer e br eaki ng t he Sabbat h l aws.  
Accor di ng t o t hem,  pl ucki ng and r ubbi ng was t he same as har vest i ng 
and t hr eshi ng,  and t hi s was f or bi dden on t he Sabbat h.  I n addi t i on 
t o t he Ol d Test ament  Sabbat h pr i nci pl es,  t he doct or s of  t he l aw 
pr escr i bed l i t er al l y t housands of  pr ovi si ons of  what  was 
commanded,  and especi al l y what  was f or bi dden on t he Sabbat h.  
For mal i sm -  l egal i sm -  cl ashes wi t h t he f r ee,  spi r i t ual  at t i t ude 
of  Jesus about  t he Sabbat h.  
 
     Ver ses 3, 4.  I n Hi s r epl y,  Jesus l ays down t he pr i nci pl e t hat  
no cer emoni al  pr ovi si on shoul d st and i n t he way of  pr ovi di ng f or  
essent i al  needs.  Sabbat h obser vances shoul d not  be unnecessar i l y 
i mposed bur dens.  
     Just  as Davi d' s exampl e ( 1 Samuel  21)  was not  agai nst  t he 
spi r i t  of  t he di vi ne Sabbat h -  so l i kewi se t he behavi or  of  Jesus'  
di sci pl es was not  si nf ul  -  bei ng necessar y f or  t hei r  physi cal  
wel l - bei ng.  
     That  Jesus r ej ect ed al l  man- made f or mal i sm on t he Sabbat h,  
di d not  mean t hat  t he Sabbat h shoul d not  be consecr at ed t o God -  
as a day of  r est  f r om or di nar y act i vi t i es,  and t o ser ve,  wor shi p,  
and gl or i f y God.  Jesus r egul ar l y at t ended Synagogue ser vi ces on 
The Sabbat h.  
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( Luke 6)  
 
     Ver se 5.  Jesus expr essl y decl ar es t hat  as t he Messi ah t he Son 
of  Man,  He has aut hor i t y t o deci de i n what  spi r i t  and manner  t he 
Sabbat h shoul d be kept .  Lat er  t he Chur ch woul d change t he day of  
r est  and wor shi p t o t he day of  Jesus'  r esur r ect i on,  t he f i r st  day 
of  t he week.  Thi s i s a symbol  of  t he Ol d Covenant  of  Wor ks gi vi ng 
pl ace t o t he New Covenant  of  Mer cy and Li ber t y,  a cel ebr at i on of  
newness of  hear t  and l i f e.  
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     Luke 6: 6- 49.  
 
     Luke 6: 6- 11.  Heal i ng of  t he Man wi t h t he Wi t her ed Hand.  
 
     Ver ses 6, 7.  Anot her  Sabbat h.  Jesus was t eachi ng i n a 
synagogue.  Some scr i bes and Phar i sees wer e t her e wi t h t he set  
pur pose of  f i ndi ng f aul t  i n Jesus -  t o f i nd somet hi ng t o accuse 
Hi m of  -  t o event ual l y get  r i d of  Hi m.  
 
     Ver se 8.  Jesus was f ul l y awar e of  t hei r  i nt ent i ons.  Rat her  
t han avoi di ng conf l i ct ,  He poi nt edl y pr oceeds t o heal  t he cr i ppl ed 
man.  He asks t he man t o st and i n t he mi ddl e of  t he congr egat i on so 
ever yone can see.  Thi s st ands i n shar p cont r ast  wi t h t hought s and 
i nt ent s of  t he scr i bes and Phar i sees.  
 
     Ver ses 9, 10.  Whi l e t he man i s st andi ng t her e,  t he Lor d asks 
whet her  i t  i s l awf ul  on t he Sabbat h t o do good or  evi l ;  t o save 
l i f e or  dest r oy i t .  
     At  t hat  t i me t he r ecogni zed opi ni on among t he Jews was t hat  
onl y i f  a per son' s l i f e was i n danger  coul d a si ck per son be 
t r eat ed on t he Sabbat h.  Jesus on t he ot her  hand r egar ded i t  as 
si nf ul  t o l eave a man wi t h t hi s ser i ous handi cap i n t hi s pi t i f ul  
condi t i on,  when He coul d i mmedi at el y heal  hi m.  Jesus was 
por t r ayi ng t he wi l l  of  God t hat  heal i ng shoul d be gi ven even on 
t he Sabbat h.  
     On t he ot her  hand t he mot i ves of  t he scr i bes and Phar i sees 
wer e t o f i nd f aul t  and pl an how t o br i ng ser i ous char ges agai nst  
Jesus -  t hey pl anned dest r uct i on.  He onl y sought  t o do good.  
     Jesus t hen l ooked ar ound at  t he cr owd,  cer t ai nl y wi t h some 
sadness because of  t hese peopl e' s l ack of  compassi on,  and 
spi r i t ual  under st andi ng of  t he t r ut h about  what  Jesus sai d,  and 
what  He was about  t o do.  
 
     Ver se 11.  Jesus pr oceeded t o heal  t he man.  Then t hey 
pr oceeded t o t al k amongst  t hemsel ves i n a ver y agi t at ed manner  
about  what  t hey coul d do agai nst  Jesus.  The f i nal  r esul t  was t o be 
Hi s deat h.  ( See al so Mar k 3: 5, 6. )  
     Anot her  l esson t o t he chur ch,  t he Chr i st i an' s mi ssi on i s t o 
be ever  r eady t o do good,  t o save l i f e any day and on t he Sabbat h 
al so.  Thus t o f ol l ow Jesus'  exampl e shows us what  our  r easonabl e 
ser vi ce t o Hi m and t o God i s.  P. S.  -  Onl y Luke ment i ons t hat  i t  
was t he man' s r i ght  hand.  
     Though t he Jewi sh t r adi t i on cal l ed f or  no wor k on t he Sabbat h 
i t  was i n f act  dest r uct i ve.   By t hi nki ng t hey wer e pl easi ng God by 
t hei r  i nact i on by r ef usi ng t o save l i f e,  t hey i n f act  wer e doi ng 
evi l .  
 
     Ver ses 12- 16.  Choosi ng t he Twel ve Apost l es.  Thus f ar  Luke has 
descr i bed Jesus r eveal i ng Hi msel f ,  t he pr omi sed Messi ah,  i n 
uni quel y di vi ne knowl edge,  power ,  and aut hor i t y.  
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( Luke 6: 12- 16)  
 

     He has al so shown t he gr owi ng number  and i nt ensi t y of  t hose 
who opposed Hi m;  ver y many of  t he l eader s and al so a gr eat  number  
of  mor e or di nar y peopl e.  The maj or i t y of  t he chosen nat i on woul d 
r ef use t o accept  Hi m as t he pr omi sed Redeemer .  
     A new congr egat i on must  be f ounded,  even cal l ed out  f r om t he 
ever - f ai t hf ul  r emnant  among t he Jews.  Thus Luke r ecor ds t he 
occasi on when Jesus chose t wel ve as apost l es,  t he f ounder s of  t he 
new congr egat i on.  
 
     Ver se 12.  A st r i ki ng r ecur r i ng act i vi t y was Jesus'  i nt i mat e 
communi on wi t h Hi s Fat her  i n pr ayer .  On many occasi ons,  especi al l y 
i n Luke,  we r ead of  Hi s seeki ng out  a pl ace of  sol i t ude i n or der  
t o pr ay.  I n t hi s case He spent  a whol e ni ght  i n pr ayer .  The f ut ur e 
of  Hi s chur ch depended on Hi s choi ces.  I t  must  be accor di ng t o t he 
per f ect  wi l l  of  t he Fat her .  
     I t  i s at  f i r st  al most  shocki ng t hat  among t he 12 was t he one 
who woul d ul t i mat el y bet r ay Hi m.  Yet  t hi s was necessar y i n God' s 
per f ect  Pl an.  
 
     Ver se 13.  Ear l y t he f ol l owi ng mor ni ng,  Jesus cal l ed t o Hi m 
t hose who wer e wi t h Hi m and chose 12 who woul d hencef or t h be 
especi al l y cl ose t o Hi m and cal l ed t hem no l onger  j ust  di sci pl es,  
but  Apost l es ( meani ng per sons sent  wi t h a speci al  char ge and 
speci al  aut hor i t y f r om Hi m) .  
 
     Ver ses 14- 16.  The l i st  of  names al so appear s i n Mat t hew 10: 2-
4;  Mar k 3: 16- 19;  Act s 1: 13.  
     Pet er ' s name appear s f i r st  i n al l  f our  -  bei ng r ecogni zed as 
l eader .  Judas I scar i ot  i s al ways l ast .  Mat t hew i s somet i mes cal l ed 
Levi .  Judas,  son of  James,  i s al so cal l ed Thaddeus,  and Judas not  
I scar i ot .  
     A l esson her e woul d suggest  t hat  al l  i mpor t ant  deci si ons,  
especi al l y concer ni ng God' s wi l l ,  shoul d be pr eceded by ser i ous 
pr ayer .  
 
     Ver ses 17- 49.  The Ser mon on t he Mount .  I n t hese ver ses Jesus,  
wi t h absol ut e aut hor i t y,  pr ocl ai ms t he l aws of  t he Ki ngdom of  God.  
As no man ever  spoke bef or e or  si nce,  He decl ar es t hat  what  each 
per son does i n r esponse t o Hi s wor ds det er mi nes t hei r  accept ance 
or  r ej ect i on of  God' s of f er  of  sal vat i on t hr ough Hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 17- 19.  Most  schol ar s assume t hat  t hi s i s basi cal l y t he 
same ser mon as t hat  i n Mat t hew 7 -  t hough i n a shor t er  ver si on.  
     Af t er  choosi ng t he 12 He descended f ur t her  down t he mount ai n 
t o a l evel  pl ace wher e He sat  down t o t each t hose f ol l owi ng Hi m.  A 
gr eat  mul t i t ude gat her ed i n addi t i on t o Hi s apost l es and 
di sci pl es.  
 
     Ver se 20.  Af t er  Jesus cur ed many,  He st ar t ed Hi s ser mon on  
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t he mor e l evel  sl ope of  t he mount ai n.  He begi ns by t al ki ng t o Hi s 
di sci pl es about  what  wer e t o be cal l ed t he Beat i t udes -  Bl essed 
be. . .  
 
     He i s not  cal l i ng poor  peopl e bl essed because of  a l ack of  
mat er i al  possessi ons,  but  t hose t hat  do not  l i ve f or  or  onl y seek 
weal t h and accumul at i on of  ear t hl y t hi ngs.  They r ecogni ze t hei r  
own pover t y of  l i f e and come t o Jesus f or  t he l i f e t hat  i s r eal  -  
of  et er nal  val ue.  I f  a poor  per son r eal i zes hi s compl et e 
dependence on God and humbl y seeks t o f ol l ow Hi m,  wi l l  be bl essed 
t o some degr ee i n t hi s l i f e but  mor e abundant l y i n t he next .  
 
     Ver se 21.  So al so t hose who hunger  spi r i t ual l y,  who r eal i ze 
t hei r  own si nf ul ness and i nabi l i t y t o meet  t he r equi r ement s of  
God,  wi l l  r ecei ve bl essi ng.  
     Those who mour n over  t hei r  si nf ul  condi t i on wi l l  r ecei ve r eal  
comf or t  and j oy.  
 
     Ver sus 22, 23.  I t  shoul d be consi der ed a gr eat  pr i vi l ege t o be 
despi sed and per secut ed because of  t hei r  f ai t hf ul ness t o Jesus.  
Thi s i s pr oof  t hat  t hei r  f el l owshi p wi t h God i s t r ue and t he wor l d 
r ej ect s t hem.  Ri ch bl essi ngs and exceedi ng j oy ar e t hei r  r ewar d.  
 
     Ver ses 24- 26.  Jesus t al ks t o t hose who don' t  f ol l ow Hi m who 
i n sel f  r i ght eousness and pr i de ar e onl y happy about  t hei r  ear t hl y 
possessi ons.  They seek onl y t hei r  own happi ness based upon 
mat er i al  t hi ngs,  not  awar e of  t hei r  own r esponsi bi l i t y,  and 
dependence upon God.  They wi l l  her eaf t er  onl y r eal i ze t hei r  
spi r i t ual  dar kness wi t h hopel ess sor r ow.  
     To be pr ai sed by t he unbel i evi ng wor l d onl y pr oves t hat  t hey 
have no r el at i onshi p wi t h God.  He who at t empt s t o l i ve a hol y l i f e 
wi l l  onl y l ead t o f r i ct i on wi t h t he ungodl y and t hus become 
out cast s.  
     The l i f e of  Jesus i s t he best  exampl e of  pl easi ng God.  Thi s 
l eads t o hat r ed,  r ej ect i on,  and f i nal l y deat h at  t he hands of  t he 
ungodl y.  
 
     The pr evi ous ver ses descr i be some of  t he qual i f i cat i ons of  
t hose who ar e admi t t ed as member s of  Hi s ki ngdom.  
 
     Ver ses 27- 45.  He descr i bes t he pr i nci pl es of  l i vi ng f or  t he 
subj ect s of  Hi s ki ngdom i n t hei r  r el at i ons wi t h t hei r  f el l ow men.  
He speaks t o al l  t hose pr esent ,  not  onl y Hi s di sci pl es.  Ever yone 
i s obl i gat ed t o meet  t hose st andar ds.  
 
     Ver se 27.  Al l  t he pr i nci pl es ar e based on l ove -  not  as  
mer el y a sent i ment  but  as act i on t owar ds t hose who ar e wor se of f  
and even t hose who ar e host i l e.  The Jews r egar ded t hei r  nei ghbor s 
as t hose Jews who wer e equal  t o t hemsel ves -  mai nl y t hose who 
coul d r et ur n t hei r  f avor s.  Jesus goes so f ar  as t r eat i ng even  
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enemi es wi t h gi vi ng and good wi l l .  
 
     Ver ses 28- 30.  Her e Jesus gi ves pr act i cal  exampl es of  how t hi s 
gi vi ng,  good wi l l  must  be pr act i ced t owar ds one' s enemi es.  We must  
wi sh and pr ay f or  bl essi ngs f or  t hose who cur se and i nsul t  us.  
Even i f  t r eat ed vi ol ent l y,  no r evenge shoul d be t aken.  Hat r ed 
shoul d never  be r et ur ned.  Wi shi ng what  i s best  f or  t he ot her  
per son does i ncl ude r ebuki ng t he si nner  wi t h t he hope of  t hei r  
r epent ance and t her ef or e r econci l i at i on.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

51 
Lesson VI I I  

 
     Luke 6: 31- 7: 17.  
 
     Ver se 31.  A negat i ve f or m of  t he gol den r ul e had been 
pr onounced by Jewi sh spi r i t ual  l eader s bef or e t he t i me of  Jesus.  
I t  basi cal l y says " Don' t  do t o ot her s what  you don' t  want  t hem t o 
do t o you. "  Jesus st at es Hi s r ul e i n t he pr oact i ve,  posi t i ve sense 
-  how we shoul d act  t owar ds our  nei ghbor s.  
 
     Ver se 32- 34.  Her e Jesus poi nt s out  t hat  an at t i t ude of  
per f ect  l ove shoul d be unsel f i sh even t owar d one' s enemi es.  The 
t r ut h of  a per son' s unsel f i sh l ove wi l l  be seen i n how t hat  per son 
deal s wi t h and act s t owar ds t hose t hat  ar e agai nst  t hem.  
     To be ni ce t o t hose t hat  ar e ni ce t o us i s a nat ur al l y easy 
t hi ng.  Most  peopl e t hat  don' t  bel i eve i n Jesus do t hat .  
 
     Ver se 35.  To l i ve as a chi l d of  God one must  f ol l ow God' s 
exampl e as a commandment .  As God does good t owar ds t hose t hat  ar e 
unbel i evi ng,  uncar i ng,  ungr at ef ul ,  and r ebel l i ous t owar ds Hi m.  
Thus by doi ng good t o t hem t hat  hat e you,  you show t hat  God i s 
your  Heavenl y Fat her .  
 
     Ver ses 36- 38.  Al so j ust  as God i s mer ci f ul ,  so we must  be 
mer ci f ul .  Thi s al so i ncl udes j udgi ng ot her s -  onl y God knows a 
per son' s condi t i on,  ci r cumst ances,  and t he di sposi t i on of  t hei r  
hear t  -  onl y He has t he r i ght  t o deci de t hei r  gui l t  or  i nnocence.  
     I t  i s t he at t i t ude of  f i ndi ng f aul t ,  and condemni ng,  t hat  
Jesus i s sayi ng i s wr ong.  Thi s i n no way i nt er f er es wi t h obeyi ng 
t he l aws of  t he l and or  i n t he pur sui t  of  j ust i ce.  We must  not  
seek r evenge,  but  f or gi ve t hose who have si nned agai nst  us,  j ust  
as God has f or gi ven us.  
     We ar e al so cal l ed upon t o show mer cy by gi vi ng t o t hose i n 
need -  t o shar e one' s t i me,  money,  or  anyt hi ng t hat  coul d hel p 
someone,  wi t hout  count i ng t he cost ,  or  expect i ng anyt hi ng i n 
r et ur n,  or  i n t hi nki ng t hat  we ar e ear ni ng some mer i t  wi t h God.  
     God has so or dai ned t hat  even i n t hi s l i f e t he gener ous gi ver  
wi l l  r ecei ve bl essi ngs -  no one can out - gi ve God.  Jesus t eaches 
t hat  t her e ar e al ways mor e bl essi ngs gi ven t o a per son t han t hat  
per son can gi ve.  See al so Mat t hew 25: 31- 46.  
 
     Ver ses 39, 40.  Luke' s ver si on of  t hi s ser mon i s a shor t er  one 
t han i n Mat t hew.  Al l  of  Jesus'  wor ds r el at ed t o t hese ver ses wer e 
not  wr i t t en down;  t he change i n subj ect  seems abr upt .  Her e Jesus 
emphasi zes how f ool i sh i t  woul d be f or  a per son who was bl i nd t o  
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t r y t o gui de ot her s.  The onl y out come woul d be di sast er .  Those who 
ar e l ooki ng f or  someone t o f ol l ow shoul d be car ef ul  and make 
cer t ai n t hat  t hey do not  choose a bl i nd one.  Jesus advi ses Hi s 
hear er s t hat  t he scr i bes and Phar i sees don' t  know t he way and can 
onl y l ead t hem i nt o a di t ch.  I n ver ses 47- 49 Jesus shows t hem t hat  
He i s t he onl y r i ght  choi ce -  The Way,  The Tr ut h,  and The Li f e.  
 
     Ver ses 41, 42.  Jesus t eaches t hat  bef or e someone t hi nks t hey 
shoul d be t el l i ng ot her s what  t o do and how t o l i ve,  he or  she 
shoul d exami ne t hei r  own l i f e.  Onl y when one has f ound t he r i ght  
pat h shoul d one have t he r i ght  t o gui de ot her s.  
 
     Ver ses 43- 45.  To i l l ust r at e t he pr evi ous l esson,  Jesus t el l s 
t hi s par abl e of  t he good and t he cor r upt  t r ees.  As a good t r ee 
bear s good f r ui t  -  bei ng t he i nwar d nat ur e of  t he t r ee.  So al so a 
per son who i s i nwar dl y good wi l l  say and do t hi ngs t hat  ar e good.  
A per son act s out  of  t he nat ur e of  t hei r  di sposi t i on,  and t hei r  
at t i t ude r ef l ect s t hei r  t r ue per sonal i t y.  So al so i f  a per son does 
har m t o ot her s and speaks evi l  t hi ngs,  i t  r eveal s t hei r  i nwar d 
cor r upt  di sposi t i on.  
 
     Ver ses 46- 49.  Jesus descr i bes what  awai t s t hose who f ol l ow 
Hi s wor ds and t hose t hat  do not  -  a bl essed f ut ur e or  a f at al  end.  
For  t hose who cl ai m Jesus i s t hei r  Lor d,  and yet  do not  l i ve by 
Hi s wor ds have no par t  i n Hi m.  
     He who sur r ender s hi msel f  t o Jesus and f ol l ows Hi s gui dance,  
and obeys Hi s commands,  wi l l  r eap t he r i chest  r ewar ds.  A house 
bui l t  on bedr ock wi l l  wi t hst and any st or ms.  Those obedi ent  t o 
Chr i st ' s t eachi ng wi l l  come t hr ough af f l i ct i ons and t empt at i ons 
t r i umphant l y.  
     Those who hear  Hi s wor ds and do not  keep t hem wi l l  suf f er  
di sast r ous l oss j ust  as t hose who bui l d upon sand wi l l  exper i ence 
a f at al  cr ash when t he st or ms of  l i f e over whel m t hem.  
     Mat t hew descr i bes t he r eact i on of  t he cr owd at  t he end of  t he 
Ser mon ( Mat t hew 7: 28, 29) .  I t  came t o pass,  when Jesus ended t hese 
wor ds,  t he mul t i t udes wer e ast oni shed at  Hi s t eachi ng,  f or  He 
t aught  t hem as one havi ng aut hor i t y,  and not  as t hei r  scr i bes.  
 
     Concl usi on:  Nei t her  bef or e nor  si nce Jesus has anyone t aught  
such hi gh st andar ds f or  how a per son shoul d l i ve i n t hought  and 
act i on t owar ds God and one' s f el l ow man.  I t  coul d be descr i bed as 
absol ut e per f ect i on i n l ove.  No one has ever ,  or  ever  wi l l ,  be  
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abl e t o f ul f i l l  t hi s.  
     Onl y Jesus Hi msel f  accompl i shed t hi s per f ect l y i n Hi s ear t hl y 
l i f e.  He i s t he Per f ect  Gi ver  of  t he di vi ne l aw and t he Per f ect  
Exampl e of  i t s pr act i ce.  
     None of  t hese t hi ngs ar e t o be done wi t h any t hi nki ng of  
ear ni ng mer i t  or  pl easi ng God,  but  by onl y t he appr opr i at e 
t hankf ul  way t o l i ve t o show our  gr at ef ul ness f or  God' s mer cy and 
accept ance of  us as Hi s chi l dr en t hr ough t he gi f t  of  Jesus our  
Savi our  and Lor d.  
 
     7: 1- 10.  The Cent ur i on of  Caper naum.  Luke descr i bes t he 
heal i ng of  a man' s ser vant  wi t hout  goi ng near  hi m.  
 
     Ver se 1.  At  t he end of  t he ser mon on t he mount ,  Jesus r et ur ns 
t o Caper naum.  
 
     Ver ses 2, 3.  A ser vant  of  a Roman of f i cer  was near  deat h.  The 
of f i cer  was ver y f ond of  t he ser vant  and havi ng hear d of  t he 
mi r acl es of  Jesus,  he sent  t he el der s of  t he l ocal  synagogue t o 
ask Jesus t o come and heal  t he ser vant .  
 
     Ver ses 4, 5.  The Jewi sh l eader s wer e ver y wi l l i ng t o 
i nt er ceded f or  t he Sol di er .  The sol di er  had bui l t  a synagogue f or  
t hem i n Caper naum -  at  hi s own expense.  He al so must  have not  f el t  
wor t hy t o come t o Jesus hi msel f .  
 
     Ver ses 6- 8.  When he hear d t hat  Jesus was comi ng,  he sent  wor d 
by f r i ends t hat  Jesus need not  go t o t he t r oubl e of  act ual l y 
comi ng t o hi s house.  The sol di er  had compl et e f ai t h i n t he 
aut hor i t y and power  of  Jesus.  Just  as he as a sol di er  i s obeyed 
wi t hout  hesi t at i on by t hose under  hi m,  t hat  Jesus had t he 
aut hor i t y t o send heal i ng by Hi s Wor d -  i t  was unnecessar y t hat  
Jesus be act ual l y pr esent .  
 
     Ver se 9.  A par al l el  account  i n Mat t hew 8: 5- 13 emphasi zes t hat  
af t er  t he cent ur i on sent  hi s f r i ends,  he hi msel f  because of  t he 
ser i ousness of  t he occasi on went  t owar d Jesus.  Bot h t ook pl ace -  
one wr i t er  ment i oni ng one par t ,  t he ot her  wr i t er  ment i ons t he 
ot her .  Jesus was qui t e sur pr i sed at  t he cer t ai n f ai t h of  t hi s 
pagan sol di er .  The sol di er  r ecogni zed t he di vi ne aut hor i t y of  
Jesus -  a f act  t hat  most  of  t he Jews di d not  acknowl edge.  
 
     Ver se 10.  When t he messenger s went  back t o t he man' s house,  
t he ser vant  was al r eady heal ed.  Two i mpor t ant  qual i t i es seen i n 
t he Cent ur i on:  he was humbl e,  f eel i ng unwor t hy,  and at  t he same 
t i me he had whol e hear t ed f ai t h i n Chr i st .  
 
     7: 11- 17.  The Son of  t he Wi dow of  Nai n.  Recor ded onl y i n Luke.  
Beyond t he abi l i t y of  heal i ng someone near  deat h -  her e Jesus 
br i ngs one al r eady dead,  back t o l i f e.  
 
     Ver ses 11,  12.  On t he way sout h of  Caper naum,  Jesus,  Hi s 
di sci pl es,  and a l ar ge cr owd,  wer e wal ki ng near  t he t own of  Nai n -   
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about  2 mi l es west  of  Endor ,  on a sl ope of  t he mount ai ns cal l ed 
Li t t l e Her mon -  i t  exi st s t oday.  Tombs i n r ock have been f ound 
near  t he east er n gat e of  t he vi l l age,  al ong t he r oad l eadi ng t o 
Caper naum.  
     Thus as Jesus and Hi s f ol l ower s near ed t he vi l l age t hey came 
upon t he pr ocessi on near  t he gat e -  pr obabl y i ncl udi ng t he f ami l y,  
hi r ed mour ner s and some musi ci ans wi t h f l ut es and cymbal s.  
 
     Ver ses 13, 14.  Accor di ng t o cust om,  t he wi dowed mot her  woul d 
be wal ki ng i n f r ont  of  t he bi er  upon whi ch her  dead son was 
car r i ed.  I t  was nat ur al  t hat  Jesus woul d t al k t o her  and comf or t  
her  bef or e he caused t he bear er s t o st op.  I n deep compassi on and 
sympat hy wi t h t he mour ni ng mot her ,  Jesus commanded t he young man 
t o r i se up and come back t o l i f e.  Ther e wer e no pr evi ous 
r equi r ement s of  any mer i t  or  even f ai t h on anyone' s par t .  
 
     Ver se 15.  Jesus i s Lor d over  l i f e and deat h,  possessi ng power  
over  t he spi r i t ual  r eal m.  He cal l s t he young man' s spi r i t  t o come 
back -  br i ngi ng t he body back t o l i f e.  I n deep sympat hy f or  t he 
wi dowed mot her  -  who asked not hi ng of  hi m -  He gave t he young man 
back t o her .  
 
     Ver ses 16, 17.  Thi s event  was so obvi ousl y a wor k onl y 
possi bl e wi t h God t hat  t hose pr esent  knew t hat  Jesus was f r om God 
-  at  l east  a gr eat  pr ophet .  No pr ophet  had been seen i n I sr ael  f or  
sever al  gener at i ons.  Thi s was an undeni abl e and ast oni shi ng 
t est i mony t o God agai n vi si t i ng Hi s peopl e.  
     The per f ect  f ul f i l l ment  of  Jesus as Vi ct or  over  deat h and t he 
r euni t i ng of  l oved ones,  wi l l  t ake pl ace i n t he heavenl y r eal m.  
Al l  t hose who have di ed i n Chr i st  wi l l  be r ai sed i ncor r upt i bl e 
al ong wi t h t hose st i l l  al i ve -  t o be f or ever  t oget her  wi t h Jesus.  
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     Luke 7: 18- 50.  
 
     Ver ses 18- 35.  John t he Bapt i st  sends 2 di sci pl es t o Jesus.  
     The di sci pl es of  John ar e asked t o wat ch t he wor ks Jesus was 
per f or mi ng as t he f ul f i l l ment  of  Scr i pt ur e concer ni ng t he Messi ah.  
Jesus cal l s John t he gr eat est  of  al l  pr ophet s because he was t he 
f or er unner  of  Jesus,  t he Lamb of  God.  
 
     Ver ses 18, 19.  John was al r eady i n pr i son,  and must  have hear d 
of  some of  t he t hi ngs Jesus was doi ng and sayi ng.  Jesus was not  
br i ngi ng j udgment  agai nst  t he si nner s;  He was not  or gani zi ng a 
r evol t ,  he was not  becomi ng a pol i t i cal  l eader .  He had l ef t  John 
i n pr i son.  John was conf used and di d not  under st and what  was 
act ual l y goi ng on.  He was af t er  al l  a f al l i bl e human bei ng.  
 
     Ver ses 20- 22.  I t  was whi l e Jesus was i nvol ved i n many wor ks 
of  mer cy t hr ough heal i ng t hat  t he di sci pl es of  John came and 
quest i oned Hi m.  Jesus does not  i mmedi at el y r epl y but  cont i nues t o 
per f or m wor ks t hat  show di vi ne l ove,  mer cy,  and power .  He gi ves 
si ght  t o t he bl i nd,  makes t he l ame wal k,  t he deaf  hear ,  t he l eper s 
cl ean,  r ai ses t he dead,  and al so pr eaches t he gl ad t i di ngs.  
     By ment i oni ng al l  t hi s,  Jesus want s t o r emi nd John of  I sai ah 
35: 5, 6 and 51: 1 wher e t he wor ks of  t he pr omi sed Messi ah ar e 
descr i bed.  As Jesus f ul f i l l s t hese pr opheci es t hey become t he 
pr oof  t hat  He i s t he Pr omi sed One.  
 
     Ver se 23.  I n t hese wor ds Jesus war ns t hat  t hese pr oof s ar e so 
obvi ous and unmi st akabl e t hat  no one shoul d quest i on t hat .  Jesus 
i s doi ng exact l y what  He i s supposed t o.  
 
     Ver se 24.  Af t er  John' s di sci pl es l eave,  Jesus asks a number  
of  r het or i cal  quest i ons of  t hose who r emai n.  Quest i ons t hat  He  
expect s no answer s t o.  Hi s answer s pr ocl ai m t he gr eat ness of  John,  
Hi s f or er unner .  
     Fi r st :  John i s det er mi ned and unwaver i ng,  not  i nf l uenced by 
t he opi ni ons of  ot her s.  He r emai ned t r ue t o hi s mi ssi on.  By 
sendi ng messenger s,  John was quest i oni ng Jesus'  met hods obvi ousl y 
mi sunder st andi ng Jesus'  mi ssi on as t he suf f er i ng ser vant .  
 
     Ver se 25.  The second quest i on -  al so r equi r i ng a negat i ve 
answer  shows t he Bapt i st  denyi ng hi msel f  any ear t hy comf or t s or  
l uxur y,  onl y r ough cl ot hi ng and si mpl e f ood.  Thi s was ef f ect i ve i n 
showi ng hi s mot i ves -  pr eachi ng r epent ance.  Qui t e a cont r ast  t o 
most  moder n medi a pr eacher s i n our  t i me.  Ver se 26.  Thr ough hi s 
pr eachi ng,  John not  onl y pr ophesi ed about  t he comi ng of  t he 
Messi ah but  al so,  saw Hi m and poi nt ed Hi m out  as t he Lamb of  God 
who t akes away t he si ns of  t he wor l d.  He was t her ef or e mor e t han a 
pr ophet .  
 
     Ver se 27.  John was pr ophesi ed by Mal achi  3: 1 as t he  
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f or er unner  sent  t o cal l  t he peopl e t o a change of  hear t  and l i f e 
t owar d God and t her ef or e t o be r eady t o accept  and obey t he 
Pr omi sed Messi ah.  
 
     Ver se 28.  The Ol d Test ament  pr ophet s onl y wer e gi ven pi eces 
of  what  Jesus was t o be.  John however  was t he l i vi ng pr ophet  when 
Jesus began Hi s mi ni st r y -  Hi s her al d.  He al so bapt i zed Jesus,  and 
wi t nessed bef or e men t hat  He was t he Savi our .  
     Though t he most  i mpor t ant  pr ophet  -  bei ng t he cl osest  t o 
Chr i st  -  yet  he t akes a l ower  pl ace t han ever y bel i ever  of  t he New 
Test ament .  John was par t  of  t he pr epar at i on -  yet  he di d not  
act ual l y under st and t he compl et e mi ssi on of  Jesus whi ch was not  
f i ni shed unt i l  t he deat h and r esur r ect i on.  Long bef or e t hat  t i me 
John had been ki l l ed.  Jesus i s t he Messenger  of  t he New Covenant .  
 
     Ver ses 29, 30.  Ther e was a gr eat  di f f er ence bet ween t he 
r esponses of  t wo gr oups t o John' s pr eachi ng.  The common peopl e 
wer e convi ct ed of  si n,  acknowl edgi ng John' s cal l  t o r epent ance,  
and publ i c di spl ay of  such by bei ng bapt i zed t o show a t ur ni ng 
f r om si n,  and a newness of  l i f e t owar d God.  
     The scr i bes and Phar i sees f el t  no such need and r ef used God' s 
of f er  of  f or gi veness.  
 
     Ver ses 31- 34.  Jesus uses t hi s par abl e t o descr i be t he 
at t i t ude and act i ons of  t he Jewi sh l eader s who l i st ened t o nei t her  
John nor  t o Jesus.  
     They ar e l i ke gr oups of  chi l dr en -  when one gr oup pl ayed 
musi c as at  a weddi ng,  t he ot her  gr oup woul d not  dance.  When t he 
f i r st  gr oup pl ayed a sad song l i ke at  a f uner al ,  t he ot her  gr oup 
woul d not  pl ay al ong.  I n t hi s way Jesus showed how t hi s sel f -
wi l l ed and sel f - r i ght eous gener at i on was di ssat i sf i ed wi t h 
what ever  God had t o of f er  t hr ough Hi s messenger s.  
 
     Ver se 35.  Those who l ove God accept  and f ol l ow whoever  God 
sends t o t hem,  whet her  a pr eacher  of  r epent ance,  or  Jesus who 
br ought  t he Good News of  f or gi veness t hr ough Hi s Sacr i f i ce.  
 
     Ver ses 36- 50.  The Si nf ul  Woman Who Anoi nt ed Jesus'  Feet .  
     Jesus was i nvi t ed t o a meal  at  a Phar i see' s home.  I t  i s not  
cl ear  what  t he mot i ve was -  possi bl y cur i osi t y -  but  f r om what  
f ol l ows,  he does not  seem t o be a bel i ever .  Jesus knew i t  woul d be 
an oppor t uni t y t o t each a ver y i mpor t ant  l esson t o al l  t hose 
pr esent .  
 
     Ver ses 36- 38.  Whi l e t hey wer e at  t he t abl e,  t hi s woman comes 
i n uni nvi t ed.  Not  onl y does she come i n,  but  al so went  up t o t he 
t abl e wher e Jesus was.  I n t hat  t i me and pl ace,  t hose at  a meal  
cust omar i l y r ecl i ned -  l eani ng on t he l ef t  el bow,  f aci ng t he t abl e 
at  an angl e,  t hei r  f eet  f ur t hest  f r om t he t abl e.  I t  was al so 
cust omar y f or  t hem t o r emove t hei r  sandal s.  So i t  woul d have been  
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easy f or  t hi s woman t o wash Hi s f eet ,  whi l e kneel i ng.  
 
     Ver se 39.  The Phar i see i s wat chi ng Jesus whi l e t hi s i s 
happeni ng.  He i s quest i oni ng why Jesus i s al l owi ng t hi s not or i ous 
woman t o t hus mi ni st er  t o Hi m.  He t hi nks t hat  no pr ophet  of  God 
woul d have anyt hi ng t o do wi t h such a per son -  but  woul d avoi d any 
cont act  wi t h a si nner .  
 
     Ver ses 40- 42.  Though t he Phar i see,  Si mon,  does not  say a 
wor d,  Jesus knows what  i s i n hi s hear t .  Jesus asks hi m who woul d 
have t he most  gr at i t ude -  someone who was f or gi ven l i t t l e or  
someone who was f or gi ven a gr eat  deal .  Si mon r i ght l y says i t  woul d 
be t he one f or gi ven much.  Jesus says t hat  he i s cor r ect .  
 
     Ver ses 44- 47.  Jesus pr oceeds t o show how t he woman' s case 
appl i es pr act i cal l y t o t he pr i nci pl e t hat  Si mon hi msel f  deci ded i s 
t r ue.  Jesus al so poi nt s out  t o Si mon t hat  he di d not  even bot her  
t o show t he t r adi t i onal  cour t esi es t owar d an honor ed guest .  Thi s 
r ai ses some quest i ons about  Si mon' s at t i t ude t owar d Jesus.  
     I n cont r ast ,  t hi s woman had shower ed upon Jesus gr eat  
af f ect i on and appr eci at i on.  To Jesus,  i t  i s obvi ous t hat  she has 
exper i enced f or gi veness f or  her  si ns,  whi ch appar ent l y wer e many.  
I t  was t hen Jesus t ol d Si mon t hat  her  si ns wer e f or gi ven,  as shown 
by her  much l ove.  Jesus r ecogni zes t he woman as a bor n- agai n 
bel i ever ,  a new per son.  He t el l s her  t hat  her  si ns ar e f or gi ven 
and t o go i n peace.  
      
     Ver ses 48- 50.  Those al so at  t he t abl e wer e quest i oni ng who 
had t he r i ght  t o f or gi ve si ns.  Thi s l eaves us wi t h t he i mpr essi on 
t hat  t hose di ni ng wi t h Jesus mi ssed t he whol e poi nt .  Jesus was 
t r yi ng t o t each t he obser ver s t he gl or i ous change t hat  had t aken 
pl ace i n t hi s woman' s l i f e -  as r eveal ed by her  gr eat  gr at i t ude.  
They onl y coul d r ecogni ze her  as who she had been -  a not or i ous 
si nner .  
     When she had f ai t h i n t he Savi or ,  Jesus conf i r ms her  newbor n 
st at e.  I t  i s i mpor t ant  t o r emember  t hat  wor ks of  l ove and 
af f ect i on t owar d t he chur ch,  Jesus,  or  God,  do not  ear n 
f or gi veness.  As we have seen her e however ,  t he opposi t e i s t r ue.  
Jesus wi t nesses t hat  her  genui ne and ear nest  act i ons t owar ds Hi m 
show t hat  she has exper i enced an i nwar d assur ance of  her  
f or gi veness.  
     " Go i n peace i n t he deepest  sense -  t he per manent  peace wi t h 
God,  peace of  hear t ,  and mi nd. "  
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     Luke 8: 1- 21.  
 
     Luke 8: 1- 3.  Women who Mi ni st er ed unt o Jesus of  Thei r  
Subst ance.  I n t hese f i r st  t hr ee ver ses,  Jesus goes f r om one ci t y 
and vi l l age t o anot her ,  announci ng t he good news of  t he ki ngdom of  
God.  Hi s and Hi s di sci pl es'  mat er i al  needs wer e bei ng met  by many 
wel l - t o- do women who had been heal ed by Hi m.  
 
     Ver se 1.  Hi s 12 di sci pl es wer e wi t h Hi m const ant l y.  
 
     Ver ses 2, 3.  A gr oup of  women among t he f ol l ower s suppor t ed 
Hi s and t he di sci pl es'  needs.  Si nce He began Hi s mi ni st r y Jesus 
had been al t oget her  wi t hout  possessi ons.  He di d not  use di vi ne 
power  t o pr ovi de f or  Hi s needs.  He had humbl ed Hi msel f  t o t he 
poi nt  of  bei ng wi l l i ng t o be ser ved wi t h mat er i al  needs by t hese 
women.  
     Sever al  of  t hese women wi l l  cont i nue wi t h Hi m unt i l  Hi s 
cr uci f i xi on -  t o f ol l ow and ser ve.  Even af t er  al l  Hi s di sci pl es 
had f l ed ( except  John)  some of  t hem wer e t her e at  t he cr oss and at  
t he gr ave,  wher e t hey al so wer e t he f i r st  wi t nesses of  Hi s 
r esur r ect i on.  
     Ther e i s no ment i on i n t he Gospel s of  any women who wer e 
host i l e t owar ds Jesus -  but  numer ous r ef er ences made of  t hei r  
mi ni st er i ng t o Hi m.  
 
     8: 4- 15.  The Par abl e of  t he Sower .  Fr om her e onwar d ( al so i n 
Mat t hew and Mar k)  Jesus made f r equent  use of  par abl es.  
 
     Ver se 4.  Hi s r enown had been spr ead abr oad because of  Hi s 
many mi r acl es of  heal i ng,  and Hi s pr eachi ng.  
 
     The par abl e of  t he sower  i s r ecor ded i n t he f i r st  3 Gospel s.  
 
     Ver ses 5- 8.  What  i s descr i bed i s a ver y f ami l i ar  occur r ence.  
I n I sr ael ,  pat hs of t en went  t hr ough cul t i vat ed f i el ds,  and t he 
sower  woul d l ose some seed on t hem.  Many pl aces had many r ocks 
near  t he sur f ace -  l eavi ng onl y a t hi n l ayer  of  soi l .  Thi s gr ound 
qui ckl y dr i es out ,  t he seedl i ngs soon wi t her  away.  Wher e t hor n 
bushes have pr evi ousl y been,  seeds or  r oot s woul d be l ef t .  When 
t he good seed has been sown and t he r ai ny season commences,  bot h 
spr out ,  but  t he t ougher  t hor n- bush gr owt h woul d choke out  t he 
weaker  pl ant s.  
     I n t he good soi l ,  t he seed gr ows undi st ur bed t o event ual l y  
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pr oduce an abundant  har vest .  
 
     Ver ses 9, 10.  Lat er  t he di sci pl es ask f or  an expl anat i on.  
Jesus f i r st  t el l s why He i s now t el l i ng par abl es.  The mul t i t udes 
seem t o be onl y l ooki ng f or  or  i nt er est ed i n out war d t hi ngs -  
mi r acl es and si gns.  Ther ef or e He i s onl y r eveal i ng t he deep 
spi r i t ual  t r ut hs about  Hi s ki ngdom t o Hi s f ol l ower s whose mi nds 
had been pr epar ed t o under st and t hese t hi ngs.  
     Thi s i s a r esul t  of  t he mul t i t ude not  accept i ng Hi s message,  
but  choosi ng t o be st ubbor n i n t hei r  wor l dl y- mi ndedness.  I t  i s Hi s 
j udgment  agai nst  t hem t hat  He gi ve t he pr i vi l ege of  l ear ni ng t he 
t r ut h,  onl y t o t hose who ear nest l y seek t o know Hi s t eachi ng.  
     Hi s f ai t hf ul  f ol l ower s wi l l  be mor e t hor oughl y and i nt i mat el y 
i nst r uct ed t o be equi pped t o begi n t he f or mat i on of  Hi s chur ch.  
These par abl es seem t o gr ab t he at t ent i on of  t he cr owd t hough t hey 
do not  under st and what  He r eal l y means.  Thi s He saves f or  Hi s t r ue 
f ol l ower s.  
 
     Ver ses 11- 15.  Jesus expl ai ns t hat  t he par abl e -  Jesus Hi msel f  
-  i s t he Wor d of  God,  al so t he Gospel  whi ch wi l l  be pr ocl ai med by 
Hi s f ol l ower s.  
     The pl aces t he seeds f al l  r epr esent  f our  t ypes of  hear er s.  
Fi r st ,  t he har d gr ound -  t hose who hear  onl y wi t hout  convi ct i on of  
t he hear t ,  bef or e t he seed can ger mi nat e t he power  of  dar kness 
t akes away even t he memor y of  i t .  
     The second f al l s on r ocky soi l ,  whi ch r epr esent s t hose who 
hear ,  wi t h emot i onal  exci t ement  and ent husi asm.  The seed agai n 
r emai ns on t he sur f ace.  When pr act i cal  st r uggl e and wor l dl y 
concer ns come upon t he hear er ,  t he concer n of  spi r i t ual  t hi ngs 
di sappear .  
     The t hi r d ki nd,  wher e t hor ns gr ow,  show t hose who al l ow t he 
Wor d t o t ake r oot  i n hear t  and l i f e,  but  not  t o t he excl usi on of  
al l  el se.  Ot her  t hi ngs i n t hei r  l i f e vi e f or  cont r ol  and 
event ual l y t hese ot her  concer ns choke t he spi r i t ual  l i f e.  Whet her  
ambi t i on or  gr eed or  power ,  t hese concer ns absor b t he hear er s'  
ener gi es t o t he poi nt  t hat  what ever  benef i t  t he hear er s gai ned 
f r om t he Wor d of  God i s al t oget her  dest r oyed.  
     Last  and most  i mpor t ant  i s t he good soi l  wher e abundant  f r ui t  
i s pr oduced.  I n Mat t hew 8: 8,  t her e ar e t hr ee di f f er ent  amount s of  
f r ui t  -  30- ,  60- ,  and 100- f ol d.  
     The Wor d of  God does not  r et ur n t o Hi m voi d;  I t  i s Tr ut h and  
I t  i s Li f e -  t he r i ght  soi l  i n t he human hear t  gi ves t he  
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( Luke 8: 11- 15)  
 
Wor d a pl ace t o gr ow i n f ai t h and obedi ence t o t he poi nt  of  
bear i ng f r ui t  f or  t he Lor d.  
 
     Ver ses 16- 18.  Par abl e of  t he Lamp.  Jesus has expl ai ned t he 
pr evi ous par abl e t o t he di sci pl es.  He now t eaches t hem t hei r  
r esponsi bi l i t i es i n r esponse t o t he enl i ght enment  He has gi ven 
t hem,  i n t he f or m of  anot her  par abl e.  
 
     Ver se 16.  Jesus makes cer t ai n t hat  Hi s di sci pl es cl ear l y 
under st and Hi s t eachi ng,  t hat  af t er  Hi s ascensi on and Pent ecost  
t hey wi l l  be r eady t o spr ead t he Gospel .  They wi l l  be abl e t o 
t each al l  t hese l essons t o al l  who wi l l  hear ,  t o begi n Hi s chur ch.  
They shal l  be Hi s l i ght  i n t hi s wor l d.  
 
     Ver se 17.  What ever  i s i n a per son' s hear t  wi l l  come out .  
 
     Ver se 18.  Jesus t el l s t hem t o l i st en car ef ul l y,  t o t r y t o 
under st and t he t r ut hs He has gi ven t hem.  To t hose wi t h 
under st andi ng,  mor e shal l  be gi ven;  t o t hose who don' t ,  even t hat  
whi ch t hey t hi nk t hey have wi l l  be t aken away.  Thei r  hear t s wi l l  
become dar ker .  
     Ever y bel i ever  i s cal l ed upon t o hear  and under st and t he Wor d 
of  God and l et  t hei r  l i ght  shi ne i n and t hr ough t hei r  l i ves i n 
wor d and deed.  
 
     Ver ses 19- 21.  The Rel at i ves of  Jesus.  Mar y and her  ot her  
chi l dr en have come t o see Jesus.  Fr om Mat t hew and Mar k,  i t  appear s 
t hat  t hey wer e concer ned t hat  Jesus was over t axi ng Hi msel f  i n Hi s 
const ant  and cont i nual  t r avel i ng,  heal i ng,  and pr eachi ng.  Thei r  
pl an was t o t ake Jesus home f or  some r est .  Jesus obvi ousl y was 
awar e of  t hei r  mot i ves.  He used t hi s occasi on t o t each t he 
spi r i t ual  t r ut h t hat  t he cl osest  bond was bet ween t hose who 
bel i eved and obeyed t he wor d of  God,  whi ch was br ought  t o t hem by 
Hi m.  
     Nat ur al  ki nshi p was not  as i mpor t ant .  Not hi ng and no one 
woul d cause Hi m t o even i nt er r upt  Hi s di vi ne mi ni st r y.  I t  i s a 
r epr i mand t o t hem t hat  t hei r  t hi nki ng and concer n was st i l l  on 
human consi der at i ons.  
     We can al so cl ai m t hi s cl ose r el at i onshi p wi t h Chr i st .  
 
     Not e on Mar y and Chi l dr en.  
     Best  i nf o -  i n t he New Test ament ,  Jesus'  br ot her s and si st er s 
ar e ment i oned i n a nat ur al  way -  bor n of  Mar y and Joseph -  i n Luke 
2: 7,  Jesus i s cal l ed t he f i r st - bor n.  Two br ot her s wer e James and 
Judas -  each wr ot e a l et t er  i ncl uded i n t he New Test ament .  
     Joseph and Si mon ar e ment i oned i n Mar k 6: 3.  At  l east  t wo 
si st er s ar e suggest ed.  I t  i s al so appar ent  t hat  Joseph di ed  
ear l y,  t her ef or e l eavi ng Jesus as t he el dest ,  r esponsi bl e f or  
t aki ng car e of  t he f ami l y f or  many year s -  even up t o t he t i me He  
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began Hi s publ i c mi ni st r y ar ound age 30.  
 
     Not e:  John i n Pr i son.  
     Accor di ng t o ear l y t r adi t i on,  John was pl aced i n a pi t  wi t hi n 
Her od' s pr i son.  A gr at e cover ed t he openi ng.  A l adder  had t o be 
l et  down f or  t he per son wi t hi n t o get  out .  Ther ef or e i t  was a dar k 
and sol i t ar y pl ace.  Appar ent l y hi s di sci pl es wer e al l owed t o t al k 
t o hi m at  t i mes.  Her od on a f ew occasi ons had hi m br ought  out  t hat  
he mi ght  hear  John pr each t o hi m.  Under  t hese ci r cumst ances,  John 
was not  awar e of  but  bi t s and pi eces of  news about  what  Jesus was 
doi ng and he began t o doubt  whet her  Jesus was t he Messi ah,  t he 
Redeemer ,  t he Ki ng of  God' s peopl e,  t he Judge and Puni sher  of  Si n.  
 
     A Not e on John As Her al d -  t he one who goes bef or e t he ki ng 
t o announce t he Ki ng' s comi ng and make sur e al l  pr epar at i ons ar e 
compl et e.  
     Once t he Ki ng ar r i ves,  t he her al d i s no l onger  needed.  Once 
Jesus ar r i ved,  was bapt i zed,  and began Hi s publ i c mi ni st r y,  John 
was no l onger  needed.  John was put  i n pr i son.  Jesus di d not  t r y t o 
get  hi m out ,  because t hi s was a necessar y par t  of  God' s pl an;  John 
was not  t o compet e wi t h Jesus.  John' s i nabi l i t y t o compl et el y 
under st and hi s own r ol e even l ed hi m t o quest i on i f  Jesus was 
t r ul y t he pr omi sed Messi ah.  John cont i nued t o have di sci pl es,  and 
communi cat e wi t h t hem,  t hough i n pr i son.  At  a l at er  poi nt ,  John i s 
t aken out  of  t he pi ct ur e by bei ng ki l l ed by Her od.  Then no l onger  
a di st r act i on f r om Jesus -  a pl anned necessi t y.  
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     Luke 8: 22- 56.  
 
     Luke 8: 22- 25.  Jesus St i l l s t he Tempest .  
     Luke her e r eveal s Jesus as t he Al mi ght y Rul er  even over  t he 
f or ces of  nat ur e.  
 
     Ver se 22.  Fr om Mar k 4: 35 i t  appear s t hat  af t er  a ver y t i r i ng 
day,  Jesus t ol d Hi s di sci pl es t hat  He want ed t o go t o t he ot her  
si de of  t he l ake.  They boar ded a shi p and set  of f .  
 
     Ver se 23.  Once some di st ance f r om shor e,  Jesus had f al l en 
asl eep f r om wear i ness.  Then a st or m came suddenl y down on t he 
l ake.  I t  has of t en been obser ved t hat  t hi s i s a speci al  
char act er i st i c of  t hat  l ake.  I t  i s pr act i cal l y sur r ounded by 
hi l l s.  Al t hough gener al l y qui t e cal m,  somet i mes vi ol ent  wi ndst or ms 
ver y unexpect edl y come r ushi ng down on t he l ake.  
 
     Ver se 24.  The di sci pl es,  bei ng exper i enced f i sher men had 
br aved many st or ms.  They di d al l  t hey knew how t o keep t he boat  
af l oat .  But  t hei r  best  ef f or t s wer e not  successf ul .  The boat  was 
near l y f ul l  of  wat er  and t hey wer e af r ai d t hat  t hey wer e i n danger  
of  per i shi ng.  As an i ndi cat i on of  Hi s exhaust i on,  Jesus was st i l l  
sl eepi ng.  Fi nal l y t he di sci pl es i n pani c woke Hi m sayi ng,  " Mast er ,  
mast er ,  we per i sh! "  
     Jesus r ebuked t he wi nd and r agi ng wat er .  Thi s i ndi cat es t hat  
He saw i n t hi s par t i cul ar  st or m t he i nf l uence of  evi l  spi r i t s 
t r yi ng t o dest r oy God' s pl an by dr owni ng Jesus and t he di sci pl es.  
Appar ent l y God somet i mes per mi t s t he evi l  one t o exer ci se some 
power  over  t he f or ces of  nat ur e -  wi t hi n cer t ai n l i mi t s.  
 
     Ver se 25.  Af t er  t he st or m subsi ded,  Jesus asked Hi s di sci pl es 
wher e t hei r  f ai t h was.  How coul d t hey t hi nk t hey coul d be ki l l ed 
whi l e Jesus was wi t h t hem? How coul d t hey f ear  t hat  God woul d 
al l ow Jesus t o di e bef or e t he appoi nt ed t i me? 
     Even af t er  al l  t he mi r acul ous t hi ngs t hey had al r eady seen 
Jesus do,  t hey never t hel ess wer e amazed and even af r ai d,  seei ng 
t hi s power  over  a r agi ng st or m.  
     Thi s event  can be under st ood as a par abl e of  t he chur ch,  and 
of  ever y t r ue bel i ever .  No mat t er  how di r e t he t r i al s and 
t r i bul at i ons one f aces i n l i f e,  Jesus i s al ways t her e t o see us 
t hr ough.  One f ur t her  posi t i ve not e,  Jesus no l onger  r equi r es 
sl eep.  Al so,  t he di sci pl es exhaust ed t hemsel ves t o no avai l  -  
Jesus i s t he answer .  So many t i mes we t r y t o do ever yt hi ng 
our sel ves,  al so t o no avai l .  Seek and you shal l  f i nd.  Knock and i t  
shal l  be opened t o you.  Jesus want s us t o cal l  on Hi m f i r st ,  not  
l ast .  
 
     Luke 8: 26- 39.  The Possessed Man of  Gadar a.  
     Thi s shows Jesus'  di vi ne power  over  t he f or ces of  t he devi l .  
These evi l  spi r i t s r ecogni ze hi s aut hor i t y and must  obey Hi s 
command.  



 

 

63 
Lesson XI  Cont i nued 

( Luke 8)  
 
     Ver se 26.  Fr om Caper naum,  t hey had sai l ed t o t he sout heast  
shor e wher e t he smal l  t own of  Gadar a ( t oday Ker sa)  was.  
 
     Ver se 27.  Many t ombs can st i l l  be seen near by.  I t  was among 
t hose t ombs t hat  t hi s possessed man st ayed.  He wander ed ar ound,  
naked,  of t en at t acki ng any t hat  passed near by.  When Jesus came 
ashor e,  t hi s man came t o Hi m.  
 
     Ver se 28, 29.  When he came near ,  Jesus commanded t he evi l  
spi r i t s t o come out .  The man f el l  at  Jesus'  f eet ,  t he evi l  spi r i t s 
r ecogni zed Jesus as t he Son of  God most  hi gh,  and pl eaded t o not  
be t or ment ed.  
 
     Ver se 30.  Jesus asks t he man hi s name,  t o see i f  he has any 
cont r ol  over  hi msel f .  But  i t  i s an evi l  spi r i t  t hat  causes hi m t o 
answer  " Legi on"  -  t o i ndi cat e t he l ar ge number  of  evi l  spi r i t s 
possessi ng hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 31- 33.  The spi r i t s f ear  r et ur ni ng t o t he " deep"  or  
abyss wher e many demons ar e i mpr i soned.  The desi r e of  demons i s t o 
ent er  humans or  ani mal s t o i nf l uence t hem i n unnat ur al  and 
dest r uct i ve ways.  Legi on r equest s t hat  Jesus al l ow t hem t o ent er  a 
her d of  swi ne near by.  He per mi t s t hi s.  Then t he demons i nf l uence 
t he ani mal s t o r un headl ong down t he st eep l edges i nt o t he l ake so 
t hat  t he whol e her d was dr owned.  Most  l i kel y t he demons t hen had 
t o r et ur n t o t he abyss,  not  t o mol est  anyone,  or  anyt hi ng el se.  
     I t  has been obser ved t hat ,  when Jesus became man,  t he Evi l  
one wi shed t o al so di r ect l y i nf l uence human af f ai r s -  by hi s 
f ol l ower s possessi ng many peopl e -  i n di r ect  opposi t i on t o Jesus 
and Hi s mi ni st r y.  
     Though we may not  under st and why Jesus al l owed t he demons t o 
go i nt o t he swi ne,  we must  assume He di d so cor r ect l y accor di ng t o 
Hi s aut hor i t y and power .  
 
     Ver ses 34- 37.  When t hose l ooki ng af t er  t he pi gs saw t hi s,  
t hey went  i nt o t he ci t y,  and t ol d t he st or y.  A gr eat  many came t o 
t he gr aveyar d t o see what  had happened.  They saw t he f or mer l y 
possessed man cl ot hed and si t t i ng qui et l y at  Jesus'  f eet .  You 
woul d t hi nk t hei r  f i r st  r eact i on woul d be t o pr ai se God t hat  t he 
man was f r ee of  t he demons,  and i n hi s r i ght  mi nd.  They shoul d 
have r ecogni zed Jesus as One sent  f r om God,  and bel i eved i n Hi m.  
     Not  so.  Thei r  r esponse was f ear  of  t hi s awesome power .  Al so,  
t he deat h of  al l  t he swi ne was vi ewed as a r eal  di sast er .  
Appar ent l y t hey wer e al so af r ai d of  somet hi ng el se goi ng wr ong 
t hat  mi ght  t hr eat en t hei r  l i vel i hood or  possessi ons.  Because of  
t hi s,  t hey i nsi st ed t hat  Jesus l eave i mmedi at el y.  They appar ent l y 
wer e not  concer ned about  t he man' s sal vat i on,  or  t hei r  own f or  
t hat  mat t er .  
 
     Ver ses 38, 39.  The heal ed man want ed t o go wi t h Jesus,  but   
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Jesus had a mi ni st r y f or  t he man t o f ul f i l l  among hi s own f ami l y 
and acquai nt ances -  t o t el l  what  a mi ght y wor k of  r edempt i on God 
had accompl i shed i n hi s l i f e.  The man di d as he was t ol d and 
pr ocl ai med hi s st or y t hr oughout  t hat  r egi on.  Appar ent l y i t  was a 
r at her  secl uded ar ea wher e t her e was no r eal  danger  of  i nf l ami ng 
Messi ani c passi ons t o a pol i t i cal  upr i si ng.  Thi s was al so a mai nl y 
Gent i l e ar ea.  
 
     Concl usi on:  Her e agai n we ar e gi ven a dr amat i c event  t hat  
r eveal s t he di vi ne power  and aut hor i t y Jesus has over  any and al l  
wi cked spi r i t s.  They r ecogni ze who He i s and ar e unabl e t o di sobey 
Hi m.  
     I n our  t i mes we ar e cer t ai nl y awar e of  unpr ecedent ed evi l ,  
hat r ed,  and dest r uct i on,  f r om sui ci de bomber s t o chi l d mol est er s,  
and mur der er s,  al l  unnat ur al  and unhol y act s -  i f  not  by peopl e 
possessed by demons,  t hen cer t ai nl y heavi l y under  t hei r  
i nf l uences.  But  we need not  l i ve i n f ear ,  f or  Jesus st i l l  has 
aut hor i t y over  t hem,  and si nce we ar e Hi s,  so do we i n Hi s name.  
 
     Ver ses 40- 42.  When Jesus r et ur ns t owar d Caper naum,  a gr eat  
cr owd was wai t i ng f or  Hi m on t he shor e.  A man named Jai r us,  a 
r ul er  of  t he synagogue,  came t o beg Jesus t o come home wi t h hi m t o 
heal  hi s onl y chi l d.  Hi s 12 year  ol d daught er  was dyi ng.  
 
     Ver ses 43, 44.  I n t he mi ddl e of  t he cr owd a woman pushes her  
way t hr ough t o get  t o Jesus.  She had been bl eedi ng f or  12 year s 
and no physi ci an had been abl e t o hel p her .  She bel i eved t hat  j ust  
by t ouchi ng Jesus'  gar ment  she woul d be heal ed.  Appar ent l y,  on 
hands and knees,  she r eaches out  and t ouched t he bor der  of  t he 
gar ment  and was i mmedi at el y heal ed.  
 
     Ver ses 45- 48.  Jesus knew she had come t o be heal ed,  t hat  she 
t ouched Hi s cl ot hi ng,  and was heal ed.  He knew i t  was necessar y f or  
Hi m t o acknowl edge her ,  and l et  ever yone know t hat  she was heal ed.  
Accor di ng t o Jewi sh l aw,  an i ssue of  bl ood made a per son uncl ean -  
t her ef or e an out cast  -  she coul d not  come i n cont act  wi t h anyone,  
and coul d not  par t i ci pat e i n any r el i gi ous f unct i ons.  She had al so 
spent  al l  she had goi ng t o doct or s f or  hel p,  t o no avai l ,  f or  many 
year s.  
     I f  Jesus had not  done t hi s f or  her ,  i t  was hi ghl y l i kel y t hat  
no one woul d have l i st ened t o or  bel i eved her  af t er  so many year s 
of  bei ng an out cast ,  and i mpover i shed.  Jesus pr onounces her  heal ed 
bef or e t he mul t i t ude.  I n addi t i on,  He t el l s her  t hat  her  f ai t h had 
made her  whol e -  not  t hat  she t ouched hi s gar ment .  She t r ust ed i n 
Hi m;  she i s saved by f ai t h.  He t el l s her  t o go i n peace.  
 
     Ver ses 49, 50.  Jai r us must  have become ver y ner vous whi l e t hi s 
woman was heal ed.  On t he ot her  hand,  he may have been gr eat l y 
encour aged by t hi s mi ght y mi r acl e.  Unf or t unat el y,  whi l e st i l l  on 
t he way t o hi s house,  someone comes wi t h t he news t hat  hi s  
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daught er  has al r eady di ed.  Jesus r eassur ed t he f at her ,  sayi ng 
" Fear  not ;  onl y bel i eve,  and she shal l  be made whol e. "  
 
     Ver ses 51- 53.  When t hey ar r i ve at  t he house,  Jesus t el l s 
t hose weepi ng and wai l i ng t o st op -  t hat  t he gi r l  was onl y 
sl eepi ng -  not  meani ng t hat  she was asl eep,  but  t hat  He was t her e 
t o wake her  up t hr ough Hi s di vi ne power .  He di d not  want  t hi s t o 
be a sensat i onal  publ i c spect acl e,  but  t he ki ndest  and most  t ender  
gi f t  t o her  par ent s -  He onl y al l owed t hem and Hi s cl osest  
di sci pl es t o obser ve.  He knows t he Tr ut h whi ch t hey ar e unabl e t o 
see or  under st and.  
 
     Ver ses 54- 56.  When t he ot her s wer e sent  out ,  Jesus cal l ed t he 
spi r i t  of  t he young gi r l  back f r om t he i nvi si bl e r eal m.  Agai n 
al i ve and wel l ,  she i s gi ven back t o her  par ent s.  As a pr oof  of  
her  r et ur n t o t he physi cal  wor l d,  and out  of  t ender  ki ndness,  
Jesus t el l s t hem t o gi ve her  somet hi ng t o eat .  He asked t hem t o 
st ay qui et l y wi t h t hei r  r est or ed daught er ,  ponder  what  had been 
done f or  t hem,  and t o wor shi p God and t hank Hi m,  f or  such a 
mi r acl e.  
     One can onl y i magi ne t he hyst er i a i f  t hey had i mmedi at el y 
gone out  and t ol d t he wai t i ng cr owd what  had t aken pl ace.  The 
di sci pl es wer e sober  wi t nesses,  who coul d t est i f y t hat  t he gi r l  
was al i ve,  and t her ef or e no f uner al  woul d t ake pl ace.  
     What  a cont r ast  bet ween t hese t wo event s.  I n each case,  Jesus 
does what  i s best  f or  t he per son or  per sons i n need.  Wi t h t he 
bl eedi ng woman,  i t  was best  t o publ i cl y announce t he heal i ng t o 
r est or e her  st andi ng i n t he communi t y.  Wi t h Jai r us'  daught er ,  i t  
was best  t hat  heal i ng be done i n pr i vat e and wi t hout  f anf ar e.  
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     Luke 9: 1- 22.  
 
     Luke 9: 1- 6.  Jesus Sends out  t he 12 Apost l es.  
 
     Ver se 1.  Onl y Jesus has t he di vi ne abi l i t y t o gi ve power  and 
aut hor i t y t o t hese 12 -  t o spr ead t he Gospel  i n i ncr easi ng number s 
t her eby r eachi ng many mor e peopl e t han He coul d by Hi msel f .  
 
     Ver se 2.  The message of  t he Ki ngdom of  God -  t hat  God does 
st i l l  r ul e over  al l  -  t hat  t hr ough t he Messi ah He wi l l  one day 
r ul e over  t he ent i r e wor l d,  dest r oyi ng al l  who oppose Hi m.  Al so 
t hat  t o be par t  of  t hat  Ki ngdom,  t hey must  r epent  and t ur n back t o 
God t o avoi d t he j udgment  of  condemnat i on.  
     I n addi t i on t hey ar e t o heal  t he si ck,  car i ng f or  t hei r  
physi cal  needs,  a gi f t  of  mer cy,  and t o ver i f y t hei r  message as 
comi ng f r om God,  i nspi r i ng t hei r  f ai t h i n t he sal vat i on f ound onl y 
i n Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 3.  They ar e not  t o t ake any t i me i n el abor at e 
pr epar at i ons f or  t he j our ney.  They ar e t o go j ust  as t hey ar e -  
t r ust i ng t hat  God wi l l  pr ovi de f or  t hei r  needs.  
 
     Ver se 4.  They shoul d wast e no t i me goi ng f r om one house t o 
anot her  i n a ci t y,  but  st ay i n t he f i r st  home t hat  wel comes t hem 
unt i l  t hei r  wor k i n t hat  pl ace i s compl et ed -  t hose t hat  ar e 
seeki ng God wi l l  come t o t hem.  
 
     Ver se 5.  Wher e t hey ar e not  r ecei ved,  t hey ar e t o make a 
publ i c demonst r at i on of  shaki ng t he dust  of  t hat  pl ace as a 
t est i mony agai nst  t hem,  showi ng t hat  t hey don' t  want  t o have even 
a speck of  dust  f r om t hat  pl ace upon t hem.  Thi s al so ser ves as a 
l ast  and ur gent  cal l  t o r epent ance.  
 
     Ver se 6.  I n ver y f ew wor ds we ar e t ol d t hat  t he apost l es 
car r y out  t he i nst r uct i on of  Chr i st  -  t hat  Jesus had equi pped t hem 
t o successf ul l y compl et e t he t ask.  
     Summar y:  t hi s i s t he f i r st  t i me Jesus sent  anyone t o 
r epr esent  Hi m i n wor d and deed.  I t  i s al so our  mi ssi on -  t o go 
i nt o t he wor l d and shar e our  f ai t h i n t he f i ni shed wor k of  Jesus 
t he Lamb of  God,  and t hat  one must  r epent  and accept  t hi s pr eci ous 
Gi f t .  Al so we must  cont i nue wor ks of  mer cy t o hel p meet  physi cal  
needs.  
 
     Ver ses 7- 9.  Her od t he Tet r ar ch Quest i ons Who Jesus Was.  
     Her od Ant i pas seems t o have become ver y upset  by hear i ng 
var i ous opi ni ons as t o who coul d be doi ng such God- gi ven wor ks.  
     Though John has been ki l l ed,  some specul at e t hat  he has r i sen 
f r om t he dead -  ot her s t hi nk t hat  He mi ght  be El i j ah -  who was t o 
come -  or  some ot her  gr eat  pr ophet .  Her od was cer t ai nl y f eel i ng 
gr eat  gui l t ,  havi ng had John ki l l ed.  He f ear ed t he possi bi l i t y 
t hat  t hi s coul d be John,  r et ur ned t o l i f e.  He t her ef or e want ed t o  
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see t he one causi ng al l  t he upr oar  and set t l e t he i ssue.  Lat er  
( 13: 31)  i t  appear s t hat  Her od subsequent l y deci ded t o have Jesus 
ki l l ed.  
     Af t er  t he apost l es compl et ed t hei r  mi ssi on,  t he whol e ar ea of  
Gal i l ee was t al ki ng about  Jesus.  The r ul er  of  t he r egi on' s onl y 
r esponse was i n cur i osi t y and f ear  -  as al l  t hose i n power  f ear  
t he comi ng of  someone wi t h mor e power .  Thi s i s t he opposi t e of  
what  Jesus cal l s us t o do -  t o humbl e our sel ves,  and acknowl edge 
and accept  Hi m as al l - power f ul  and sover ei gn i n our  l i ves.  
 
     Ver ses 10- 17.  Fi r st  I ncr ease i n Food.  
     Thi s mi r acl e was r ecor ded i n al l  f our  Gospel s,  pr esent ed as a 
gr eat  cl i max i n Jesus'  publ i c mi ni st r y.  Fr om t hi s poi nt  on,  mor e 
at t ent i on i s pai d t o t he way t o t he cr oss.  
     I n John' s Gospel ,  he t el l s us t hat  t he day af t er  t hi s event ,  
Jesus expl ai ns t he spi r i t ual  l esson of  t he mi r acl e -  and 
r epr i mands t he cr owd f or  maki ng a bi g deal  about  t he mat er i al  
aspect  -  r at her  t han t he spi r i t ual .  
 
     Ver se 10.  The 12 r et ur n and gi ve a r epor t  of  t hei r  wor k.  He 
t akes t hem t o a secl uded spot  on a mount ai n near  Bet hsai da ( a 
smal l  t own nor t h- east  of  t he sea of  Gal i l ee) .  Mar k ment i ons t hat  
Jesus want ed t hem t o r est  ( Mar k 6: 31) .  
 
     Ver se 11.  When t he mul t i t udes f ound out  wher e He had gone,  
t hey sought  Hi m out ,  l i ke sheep wi t hout  a shepher d.  Jesus had 
compassi on f or  t hem and began t eachi ng t hem about  t he ki ngdom of  
God,  and al so heal i ng t he si ck.  
 
     Ver ses 12- 15.  As t he af t er noon was passi ng,  t he di sci pl es 
began t o be concer ned about  t he weaker  ones i n t he cr owd -  t hat  
t hey mi ght  col l apse f r om hunger  and f at i gue,  i f  t hey cont i nued a 
l ong t i me i n t hi s r emot e pl ace.  They asked Jesus t o send t hem t o 
near by t owns or  vi l l ages t o f i nd f ood and a pl ace t o spend t he 
ni ght .  Jesus t el l s t hem t o t ake car e of  t he si t uat i on.  They r epl y 
t hat  t hey onl y have 5 l oaves and t wo f i sh ( John 6: 9 says t hat  
t hese wer e f r om a young boy)  -  cer t ai nl y not  near l y enough.  They 
al so di d not  have enough money t o go and buy enough f or  t he cr owd.  
Jesus t el l s t hem t o gr oup t he cr owd i n about  50 peopl e each and 
set t l e t hem down ( about  5, 000 men pl us women and chi l dr en) .  
 
     Ver se 16.  Jesus t ook t he l oaves and f i sh and bl essed t he f ood 
i n pr ayer ,  acknowl edgi ng t he ki ndness of  God f or  pr ovi di ng f or  
such necessi t i es.  He t hen br oke t he f ood i nt o pi eces f or  t he 
di sci pl es t o di st r i but e t o t he peopl e.  
 
     Ver se 17.  A gr eat  mi r acl e of  i ncr ease,  t hat  br eaki ng i t  
became mor e unt i l  ever yone had had enough,  t hen t he l ef t over s wer e 
gat her ed i n 12 basket s.  
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     We ar e not  expect ed t o per f or m such mi r acl es as Jesus di d,  
but  j ust  l i ke t he l i t t l e boy who shar ed al l  he had -  Jesus made 
t he i ncr ease.  I f  we shar e what  we have i n Jesus,  He wi l l  make t he 
i ncr ease.  
 
     Ver ses 18- 22.  The Conf essi on of  Pet er .  
     Luke omi t s t he event s descr i bed i n Mar k 6: 45- 8: 26.  Under  t he 
gui dance of  t he Spi r i t  he wr i t es onl y what  i s most  necessar y f or  
hi s pur pose.  As i t  i s,  hi s Gospel  i s t he l ongest  book i n t he New 
Test ament .  Luke has r ecor ded t he pr ogr essi ve sel f - r evel at i on of  
Jesus,  t he spr eadi ng of  Hi s Gospel ,  t he di vi ne heal i ng,  and t he 
i ncr ease of  f ood.  Now t he gr eat  pr onouncement  -  Jesus i s t he 
Chr i st  of  God.  
 
     Ver se 18.  No t i me i ndi cat i on i s gi ven as t o when t hi s t ook 
pl ace -  onl y t hat  i t  was a di f f er ent  occasi on -  When Jesus was 
pr ayi ng al one.  Appar ent l y,  He was wi t h onl y t he di sci pl es i n a 
sol i t ar y l ocat i on.  Onl y Luke ment i ons Jesus pr ayi ng i n 7 pl aces,  
not  ment i oned by t he ot her s.  
     Af t er  pr ayi ng,  Jesus asks t hem who t he mul t i t udes t hi nk He 
i s.  Ever yone seems t o have hear d t he many r umor s t hat  wer e 
ci r cul at i ng t her eabout .  I n aski ng t hi s,  Jesus i s l eadi ng t hem t o 
t he f i nal  quest i on.  
 
     Ver se 19.  The r umor s show t hat  Jesus was r eal l y t hought  t o be 
someone sent  by God -  but  t hey coul d not  see Hi m as t he Messi ah -  
al ways pi ct ur ed as an ear t hl y r ul er .  
 
     Ver se 20.  To br i ng t he i ssue t o t he f i nal  and cor r ect  
r eal i zat i on,  He asks,  " But  who do you say t hat  I  am?"  Thei r  answer  
woul d hel p br i ng out  a def i ni t e and f i nal  name t o t hei r  f ai t h.  
     Pet er ,  ever  i mpet uous,  on behal f  of  t he ot her s answer s t hat  
Jesus i s t he Chr i st ,  t he Messi ah of  God,  t he pr omi sed Redeemer .  
     Al l  of  Jesus'  t eachi ng and mi ni st r y,  and pr ayer ,  t hr ough t he 
wor ki ng of  t he Hol y Spi r i t  had bor n good f r ui t  -  t he di sci pl es 
wer e t o exper i ence and come t o t he r eal i zat i on t hat  Jesus'  was 
t r ul y who He sai d He was -  t he Son of  God -  wi t h al l  power  and 
aut hor i t y.  They wer e now at  t he poi nt  wher e t hey coul d openl y 
wi t ness t o i t s t r ut h.  
 
     Ver se 21.  However ,  because of  t he mi si nf or med bel i ef s most  of  
t he ot her  peopl e had about  t he pr omi sed Messi ah -  Jesus commands 
t hem not  t o speak of  t hi s openl y.  
 
     Ver se 22.  Now t hat  t he di sci pl es have r ecogni zed Hi m as t he 
Chr i st ,  Jesus begi ns t o pr epar e t hem f or  t he comi ng sacr i f i ce of  
Hi s suf f er i ng and r ej ect i on by t he r el i gi ous l eader s and ot her s of  
t he chosen peopl e,  even t o t he deat h on t he cr oss.  Then on t he 3r d 
day He woul d r i se agai n.  Fr om her e onwar d,  Jesus begi ns t o of t en 
r ef er  t o Hi s suf f er i ng -  and al so t o t he r esur r ect i on.  
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     The per sonal  conf essi on:  Jesus i s t he Chr i st  of  God,  t he 
pr omi sed Messi ah,  t he Redeemer ,  t he Pr ophet ,  Pr i est ,  and Ki ng,  Our  
Savi or  and Teacher  who now i nt er cedes f or  us:  who l oves us and 
car es f or  our  needs and wi l l  be wi t h us f r om now t hr ough al l  
et er ni t y:  Who i s comi ng agai n f or  us so t hat  wher e He i s,  we may 
be al so.  
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Lesson XI I I  

 
     Luke 9: 23- 45.  
 
     Luke 9: 23- 27.  To Take Up t he Cr oss.  
     Havi ng al r eady pr ophesi ed Hi s own comi ng deat h,  Jesus her e 
t eaches t he way of  t he cr oss,  t hat  hi s f ol l ower s wi l l  have t o 
f ol l ow t o t r ul y be Hi s di sci pl es.  
 
     Ver se 23.  To become Hi s,  one must  be r eady and wi l l i ng t o put  
sel f - i nt er est  and per sonal  pl ans asi de t o ser ve Hi m.  Thi s i ncl udes 
bei ng pr epar ed t o suf f er  per secut i on,  and t o gi ve up ever yt hi ng,  
even unt o deat h t o be t r ue t o one' s f ai t h and obedi ence t o Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 24.  Anyone who spends al l  t hei r  ener gy t r yi ng t o pl ease 
t hemsel ves and acqui r e gr eat  possessi ons and power ,  seeki ng 
happi ness and pl easur e ar e doomed.  Never  wi l l  t hey exper i ence t r ue 
j oy and peace,  and wi l l  spi r i t ual l y r emai n condemned t o deat h i n 
t hei r  si ns.  The ot her  choi ce i s t o gi ve one' s l i f e and ser vi ce t o 
Jesus,  and i n t hi s,  one wi l l  f i nd t r ue j oy and peace i n t hi s l i f e 
and her eaf t er .  
 
     Ver se 25.  To gi ve one' s l i f e f or  Chr i st ' s sake wi l l  br i ng 
t r ue sal vat i on and et er nal  l i f e.  What  good does i t  do f or  a man t o 
acqui r e uncount abl e r i ches and pr oper t y i f  i n doi ng so,  hi s soul  
i s l ost .  He knows not  God and Hi s sal vat i on -  so t hat  hi s onl y 
f ut ur e wi l l  be et er nal  dest r uct i on.  
 
     Ver se 26.  Though Jesus has pr edi ct ed Hi s own deat h,  her e He 
pr ocl ai ms t hat  He wi l l  be r eveal ed i n gl or y wi t h t he Fat her  and 
t he hol y ones -  as t he supr eme Conquer or ,  and f i nal l y t he 
Ri ght eous Judge of  t he Wor l d ( cf .  Dani el  7: 13) .  At  t hat  poi nt ,  He 
wi l l  deci de t he et er nal  dest i ny of  ever yone.  Those who have 
r ej ect ed Hi m t o f ol l ow t hei r  own sel f i sh wi l l f ul  desi r es wi l l  
r ecei ve f r om Jesus what  t hey can expect  t o hear  -  t he f i nal  
condemnat i on:  " I  never  knew you. "  
 
     Ver se 27.  Her e Jesus emphat i cal l y st at es t hat  some of  t hose 
t hen pr esent  wi l l  st i l l  be al i ve t o see a mi ght y r evel at i on of  t he 
Power f ul  r ul e of  God over  t he wor l d.  Si nce onl y some woul d wi t ness 
t hi s event ,  i t  coul d not  be t he r esur r ect i on or  ascensi on -  whi ch 
woul d t ake pl ace wi t hi n a f ew mont hs.  The t i me when t hat   
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gener at i on was at  t he poi nt  of  passi ng away -  t he j udgment  upon 
I sr ael  f or  t hei r  r ej ect i on of  Jesus came i n t he dest r uct i on of  
Jer usal em,  i ncl udi ng t he Templ e -  wher e t he Romans bur ned t he ci t y 
and t or e down t he st ones so t hat  not  one was l ef t  on anot her  i n 
A. D.  70 ( about  40 year s af t er  t hese wor ds wer e spoken) .  The Jewi sh 
nat i onal  exi st ence ended.  
     The Ol d Di spensat i on,  t he sacr i f i ci al  syst em and t he Templ e 
Ser vi ces wer e now over .  They had compl et ed t hei r  pr epar at or y r ol e.  
The New Di spensat i on had begun wi t h Jesus and Hi s chur ch.  Thi s 
j udgment  was a f or eshadowi ng of  t he Fi nal  Judgment  at  Hi s comi ng.  
     Ever y per son i s r esponsi bl e t o make a choi ce -  t o accept  
Jesus or  t o l i ve f or  t hemsel ves,  seeki ng onl y pl easur e,  r i ches,  
and power ,  t her eby r ej ect i ng Chr i st .  Upon t hi s choi ce depends not  
onl y t he t r ue happi ness i n t hi s wor l d but  al so j udgment  i n t he 
Fi nal  Judgment .  Just  as t he Jewi sh nat i on was j udged and 
dest r oyed,  so wi l l  Hi s Second Comi ng and t he Fi nal  Judgment  be 
f ul f i l l ed.  
 
     Ver ses 28- 36.  The Tr ansf i gur at i on.  
     Jesus'  sel f - r evel at i on had al r eady l ed t o t he di sci pl es 
expl i ci t y acknowl edgi ng t hat  He was t he Messi ah of  God.  He had 
begun t o poi nt  t o t he pat h of  suf f er i ng and deat h -  but  al so t o 
t he f i nal  gl or i f i cat i on.  Her e f or  a f ew moment s i t  i s r eveal ed t o 
Hi s t hr ee cl osest  f ol l ower s,  Jesus i n Hi s di vi ne gl or y.  
 
     Ver se 28.  About  a week af t er  Pet er ' s conf essi on,  Jesus t ook 
Hi s 3 cl osest  f ol l ower s -  Pet er ,  James,  and John -  up i nt o a 
mount ai n t o pr ay.  I t  was pr obabl y dur i ng t he ni ght .  Thi s was a 
most  i mpor t ant  poi nt  i n Hi s mi ni st r y.  He was f r ee t o choose -  t o 
vol unt ar i l y f ol l ow t he suf f er i ng pat h t o t he cr oss or  not .  At  t hi s 
poi nt ,  pr ayer  was necessar y -  t o commune wi t h t he Fat her .  The 
t r ansf i gur at i on i s t he answer  of  Hi s Fat her .  
 
     Ver ses 29- 31.  Whi l e He was pr ayi ng,  Hi s di vi ne maj est y shone 
gl or i ousl y t hr ough Hi s human nat ur e -  even Hi s cl ot hi ng gl i st ened 
a gl owi ng whi t e.  Moses and El i j ah appear  i n heavenl y gl or y,  t o 
speak t o Hi m about  al l  t hat  He must  suf f er  and endi ng i n Hi s 
cr uci f i xi on.  Jesus came t o f ul f i l l  t he Law and t he Pr ophet s,  so i t  
was t hat  Moses -  t hr ough whom t he Law was gi ven,  and El i j ah 
r epr esent i ng t he pr ophet s t hr ough whom God had pr omi sed and  
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pr ophesi ed t he comi ng of  Chr i st  -  ar e sent  by t he Fat her .  
 
     Ver ses 32, 33.  Meanwhi l e,  t he di sci pl es had been sl eepi ng f or  
some t i me,  and wer e awakened pr obabl y by t he l i ght  of  t he heavenl y 
vi si on.  They woke up and saw t he Savi our  wi t h t he t wo hol y 
messenger s,  di vi ne gl or y r adi at i ng f r om t hem.  The t hr ee di sci pl es 
r ecogni zed t hi s uni que pr i vi l ege -  even r eal i zi ng t hat  Moses and 
El i j ah ar e wi t h Jesus.  The ever  i mpul si ve Pet er ,  i n an exci t ed way 
speaks out  t hat  i t  i s good f or  t hem t o be t her e -  t hat  t hey shoul d 
st ay awhi l e -  t hat  he and hi s f el l ows wi l l  make t hr ee t ent s f or  
t hem,  and t hat  he,  James,  and John woul d ser ve t hem.  
 
     Ver se 34.  Si nce Jesus had accept ed t he way of  t he cr oss,  
t hei r  mi ssi on accompl i shed,  t he heavenl y messenger s depar t  i n t he 
cl oud t hat  sur r ounds t hem -  t he di sci pl es become af r ai d as t he 
cl oud sur r ounds t hem al so.  
 
     Ver se 35.  As at  t he bapt i sm,  so her e God agai n spoke f r om t he 
heavenl y cl oud t o pr ocl ai m Hi s pl easur e i n Jesus -  t hat  He must  be 
l i st ened t o wi t h at t ent i on,  f ai t h,  and obedi ence -  f or  He i s t he 
bel oved Son.  
 
     Ver se 36.  When God spoke,  t he di sci pl es f el l  t o t he gr ound i n 
wor shi p.  Then when al l  was qui et ,  t hey agai n l ooked up,  seei ng 
t hat  t hey wer e al one wi t h Jesus.  Mat t hew r ecor ds t hat  Jesus 
commands t he di sci pl es t o t el l  no one of  t he event  bef or e Hi s 
r esur r ect i on.  Luke mer el y r el at es t hat  t hey di dn' t  t el l  anyone at  
t hat  t i me.  
     What  a cont r ast  -  heavenl y gl or y -  t he vi si on of  t he 
gl or i f i ed Chr i st  wi t h Moses and El i j ah,  t he voi ce of  God -  t hen 
si l ence and dar kness -  but  Jesus was st i l l  wi t h t hem.  A br i ef  
scene of  what  Jesus had gi ven up t o become our  Savi our  -  choosi ng 
t he way t o suf f er i ng and deat h.  
 
     Ver ses 37- 45.  Heal i ng t he Lunat i c Chi l d.  
 
     Ver ses 37- 40.  When t hey come down f r om t he mount ai n t her e was 
al r eady a cr owd wai t i ng.  A man was di st r aught  concer ni ng hi s son.  
An evi l  spi r i t  has been hur t i ng hi m cont i nuousl y.  He had asked t he 
di sci pl es t o hel p -  but  t hey wer e not  abl e t o cast  t he demon out .  
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     Ver se 41.  Jesus expr esses Hi s sor r ow because of  t hei r  
unbel i ef  -  t hen t el l s t he man t o br i ng hi s son.  
 
     Ver se 42.  Knowi ng t hat  he was about  t o be cast  out ,  t he demon 
t r i ed t o vi ol ent l y t hr ow t he boy down,  possi bl y t o ki l l  hi m,  t o 
f r ust r at e t he mi ssi on of  t he Savi or .  Jesus r ebuked t he uncl ean 
spi r i t  i n t i me,  maki ng hi m l eave t he boy.  Jesus del i ver ed t he boy 
t o hi s f at her ,  whol e agai n.  
 
     Ver ses 43- 45.  The peopl e ar e agai n amazed at  t he mi r acl e and 
pr ai sed God.  Jesus however  i s mor e concer ned about  what  He i s 
about  t o go t hr ough.  What ever  popul ar i t y He was enj oyi ng at  
pr esent ,  bef or e l ong He wi l l  be despi sed,  r ej ect ed,  and put  t o 
deat h.  He ur gent l y advi ses Hi s di sci pl es t o r emember  Hi s 
pr edi ct i on of  bei ng del i ver ed i nt o t he hands of  men t o be 
cr uci f i ed.  
     Af t er  t he t hr ee had exper i enced t he t r ansf i gur at i on,  and al l  
had obser ved t he di vi ne heal i ng of  t he possessed boy,  i t  must  have 
been unt hi nkabl e t hat  Jesus woul d be r ej ect ed,  much l ess put  t o 
deat h.  Jesus wi t hhol ds t he i nsi ght  of  mi nd t hat  woul d al l ow t hem 
t o gr asp t he r eal i t y of  t he pr edi ct i on,  because t hey woul d be 
dest r oyed by i t s gr avi t y.  But  i t  i s such a st ar t l i ng and 
unbel i evabl e pr edi ct i on,  t hey wi l l  r emember  i t  l at er  -  af t er  i t  
had t aken pl ace.  They wi l l  acknowl edge and under st and i t s compl et e 
meani ng.  At  t hi s t i me,  t hey ar e unabl e t o even quest i on Hi m about  
i t .  
     The Hol y One of  God has power  and aut hor i t y over  evi l  
spi r i t s,  yet  men wi l l  have power  and aut hor i t y over  Hi m.  
Unt hi nkabl e t o t he poi nt  of  vi ew of  t hose ver y nor mal  human 
di sci pl es.  Though t hey woul d not  under st and t hen,  t hey woul d l at er  
see t hat  no one had power  over  Jesus,  but  t hat  whi ch Jesus chose 
f or  t hem t o have.  That  He knew and chose t he pat h He t ook,  because 
i f  He di dn' t ,  al l  peopl e woul d r emai n l ost  i n t hei r  si ns,  wi t hout  
hope,  and wi t hout  God,  i n t he wor l d.  
     We ar e t hankf ul  t hat  we have been gi ven an under st andi ng of  
t hi s l ove,  and mer cy,  and gr ace.  
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     Luke 9: 46- 10: 20.  
 
     Luke 9: 46- 48.  Who' s Gr eat est  i n t he Ki ngdom of  Heaven? 
     The t hought s and val ues of  t he di sci pl es wer e i n compl et e 
cont r ast  t o t he way of  t he Cr oss -  t he chosen pat h of  Jesus.  The 
t hought s of  t he di sci pl es wer e compl et el y sel f - cent er ed.  Mat t hew 
r ecor ds t hei r  comi ng t o Jesus wi t h t he quest i on:  " Who i s t he 
gr eat est  i n t he Ki ngdom of  Heaven?"  I n t hei r  hear t s,  t hey wer e 
t hi nki ng,  " Coul d I  be t he gr eat est ?"  
     Rat her  t han showi ng anger  or  di spl easur e wi t h t hei r  i nner  
t hought s,  Jesus wi l l  t each t hem wi t h t he exampl e of  a l i t t l e chi l d 
-  t o be gr eat  one must  f i r st  l ear n t o be r eal l y smal l .  I n humi l i t y 
one shoul d gi ve ser vi ce even as an uni mpor t ant  per son i n t he 
Lor d' s name.  Thi s f ol l ows t he exampl e of  t he Heavenl y Fat her  i n 
Hi s gr ace and mer cy and l ovi ng- ki ndness.  Thi s ki nd of  hel pi ng 
ot her s unsel f i shl y i s gr eat l y val ued by God -  and makes one gr eat  
i n t he Ki ngdom of  God.  
     To be t r ul y humbl e r emai ns a di f f i cul t  way of  seei ng onesel f  
-  t o t he poi nt  wher e one can be so humbl e t hat  t hey become ver y 
pr oud of  how humbl e t hey ar e.  
     To put  ot her s bef or e onesel f  i s t o consi der  t hem mor e 
i mpor t ant  and wor t hy of  bei ng ser ved.  To hel p a smal l  chi l d i s 
seen as t r ue unsel f i sh gi vi ng because t he chi l d has no way t o 
r et ur n t he f avor  or  do anyt hi ng f or  us.  To do a ser vi ce f or  
someone wi t h posi t i on and power  al ways r ai ses t he quest i on -  
whet her  ser vi ce i s done expect i ng a r et ur n,  t her eby t ai nt i ng t he 
ser vi ce wi t h one' s sel f i sh i nt ent .  
 
     Ver ses 49, 50.  He Who I s Not  Agai nst  Us I s For  Us.  
     John t el l s Jesus t hat  he and t he ot her  di sci pl es had 
encount er ed a man cast i ng out  demons i n Jesus'  name -  but  si nce he 
was not  one of  t he cl ose f ol l ower s,  t hey had t ol d hi m t o st op 
doi ng t hat .  Jesus t el l s t hem t hey act ed i ncor r ect l y -  t hat  man 
must  have had a st r ong f ai t h i n Jesus,  bei ng successf ul  i n cast i ng 
out  demons i n Jesus'  name -  t hey had no r i ght  t o f or bi d hi m.  
Obvi ousl y he was act i ng f or  Jesus -  agai nst  t he Evi l  One.  Jesus 
shows t hem t hat  t hey shoul d be mor e t ol er ant .  Ever y per son i s 
ei t her  f or  or  agai nst  Jesus,  even i f  t hey ar e not  awar e of  i t .  We 
must  be t ol er ant  of  ot her s who ar e doi ng wor ks f or  God -  even i f  
t hey ar e di f f er ent  f r om us i n ot her  ways.  Anyone doi ng good wor ks  
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i n Jesus'  name i s t her ef or e f or  us,  and shoul d be accept ed as 
such.  
 
     Ver ses 51- 56.  The Samar i t ans Tur n Jesus Away.  
     Fr om her e t o Chapt er  19: 44,  Luke descr i bes Jesus'  mi ni st r y as 
He t r avel s t o Jer usal em.  The maj or  por t i on of  whi ch i s not  
i ncl uded i n t he ot her  3 Gospel s.  These i ncl ude many of  t he most  
memor abl e par abl es:  t he good Samar i t an,  t he Pr odi gal  Son,  t he l ost  
sheep.  
 
     Ver se 51.  Jesus had chosen t o f ol l ow t he pat h of  humi l i at i on,  
suf f er i ng,  and deat h -  t o f ul f i l l  t he di vi ne pl an f or  t he 
Sal vat i on of  man.  He had i ndi cat ed t hi s t o Hi s di sci pl es.  Now He 
begi ns t he j our ney t o Jer usal em,  wher e t hese event s ar e t o t ake 
pl ace.  
 
     Ver ses 52, 53.  Jesus sends out  messenger s t o t he next  t own,  
cr ossi ng Samar i a t o Judea -  t o get  a pl ace t o st ay,  as wel l  as 
f ood.  That  vi l l age r ef uses t o accommodat e t hem,  because t hey wer e 
goi ng t o Jer usal em.  The Samar i t ans had i nst i t ut ed t hei r  own pl ace 
of  wor shi p at  Mount  Ger i zi n -  t hey t her ef or e ar e host i l e t o Jesus,  
who was goi ng t o Jer usal em t o wor shi p at  t he Templ e t her e.  Her e 
t hey r ej ect  t he Son of  God,  who i n goi ng t hr ough t hei r  count r y 
woul d have gi ven t hem t he chance of  l ear ni ng f r om Hi m t he way of  
sal vat i on.  
 
     Ver se 54.  James and John,  " sons of  t hunder "  as Jesus cal l s 
t hem ( i n Mar k 3: 13) ,  i n t hei r  zeal  t o honor  Jesus,  become angr y at  
t he Samar i t an' s r ej ect i on.  They ask whet her  t hey shoul d cal l  f i r e 
down f r om heaven t o bur n t hem up ( as El i j ah di d i n 2 Ki ngs 1: 39-
11) .  
 
     Ver ses 55, 56.  Jesus ur ges t hem t o be mor e t ol er ant  -  t hey 
must  not  act  wi t h vi ol ence t owar ds t hose who oppose or  ar e host i l e 
t o t hem.  Jesus'  pr esent  mi ni st r y was f or  sal vat i on,  not  j udgment .  
They t hen went  on t o anot her  vi l l age.  
     What ever  our  zeal  f or  Chr i st  -  i t  must  not  i ncl ude act i ng i n 
any way cont r ar y t o t he exampl e shown by Jesus Hi msel f .  
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     Ver ses 57- 62.  How Jesus I s t o Be Fol l owed.  
     As t hey went  t owar ds Jer usal em,  and al l  t hose t hi ngs t hat  
wer e t o t ake pl ace t her e,  Jesus t eaches l essons on what  t he pr i ce 
i s t o f ol l ow Hi m -  t o t hr ee pr ospect i ve f ol l ower s.  
 
     Ver ses 57, 58.  As t hey t r avel ed,  someone comes f or war d,  
t el l i ng Jesus t hat  he wi l l  f ol l ow Hi m wher ever  He goes.  He speaks 
wi t h gr eat  sel f - conf i dence -  not  r eal i zi ng hi s own weakness -  nor  
t he pat h Jesus was f ol l owi ng.  Jesus cal l s hi s at t ent i on t o t he 
f act s of  Hi s mi ni st r y,  t hat  cont i nuousl y He i s t r avel i ng f r om t own 
t o t own,  wi t h no cl ai m of  house or  possessi ons.  He onl y seeks t o 
meet  t he needs of  ot her s.  He wi shes t he man t o be compl et el y awar e 
of  what  f ol l owi ng Hi m hol ds.  
 
     Ver ses 59, 60.  Next  Jesus asks someone t o f ol l ow Hi m.  The man 
expl ai ns t hat  f i r st  he must  go and bur y hi s f at her .  He pr obabl y 
means t hat  hi s f at her  i s el der l y or  i l l  and he doesn' t  want  t o 
deser t  hi m i n t hat  condi t i on.  Jesus answer s t hat  t o f ol l ow Hi m i s 
mor e ur gent  -  t hat  t he most  i nt i mat e f ami l y t i es must  be put  asi de 
t o f ol l ow Hi m.  Jesus r epl i es t hat  t hose spi r i t ual l y dead ar e abl e 
t o t ake car e of  t he f uner al  of  anyone who di es.  To f ol l ow Jesus 
i mmedi at el y i s t he most  i mpor t ant  t hi ng.  
 
     Ver ses 61, 62.  A t hi r d per son wi shed t o f ol l ow Jesus,  but  
f i r st  want ed t o say goodbye t o hi s f ami l y.  Jesus advi ses t hat  
hal f - hear t ed ser vi ce  i s not  enough -  j ust  as a pl owman must  pay 
at t ent i on,  or  a cr ooked f ur r ow wi l l  be done.  Anyone who f ol l ows 
Jesus shoul d never  al l ow ot her  concer ns t o di st r act  t hem f r om such 
a hol y cal l i ng.  Devot i on and f ai t hf ul ness ar e necessar y par t s of  
f ol l owi ng Jesus.  
     Luke does not  ment i on what  became of  any of  t he t hr ee 
i nqui r er s.  Jesus di d not  r ej ect  t hem,  but  mer el y r el at ed what  
demands wer e par t  of  f ol l owi ng Hi m.  Jesus made no r equi r ement s of  
Hi s f ol l ower s t hat  He di d not  meet  Hi msel f .  He set  asi de even Hi s 
own f ami l y t i es,  and wi t hout  t ur ni ng asi de,  f ol l owi ng Hi s t ask 
wi t h pur pose t o t he end.  Hi s exampl e i s t he hi gh- cal l i ng t hat  He 
cal l s upon us t o f ol l ow.  
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     Luke 10: 1- 20.  The Mi ssi on of  t he 70.  
     As Jesus'  publ i c mi ni st r y was i n i t s f i nal  phase,  and many 
t owns and vi l l ages had not  been vi si t ed -  her e Jesus appoi nt s 70 
di sci pl es t o go i n pai r s t o t he pl aces He st i l l  wi shed t o vi si t .  
Pr obabl y t hi s was al ong t he Jor dan,  on t he way t o Jer usal em,  about  
6 mont hs bef or e t he cr uci f i xi on.  Those who l i ved acr oss t he Jor dan 
had been i gnor ed wi t h i ndi f f er ence by t he Jewi sh r el i gi ous 
l eader s,  and t hus wer e i n gr eat  need of  spi r i t ual  enl i ght enment .  
 
     Ver se 1.  Her e Jesus sends out  a much gr eat er  number  t han 
bef or e -  70 i nst ead of  12.  
 
     Ver se 2.  Jesus poi nt s out  t hat  t he need i s gr eat  but  t he 
l abor er s ar e f ew.  Jesus advi ses Hi s f ol l ower s t o pr ay f or  mor e 
l abor er s f or  t hi s t ask.  
 
     Ver se 3.  Because of  t he danger  of  t he t ask,  Jesus war ns t hem 
t o be car ef ul ,  as l ambs among wol ves.  God al one wi l l  pr ot ect  t hem.  
 
     Ver se 4.  They ar e gi ven pr act i cal l y t he same i nst r uct i ons as 
t he 12.  They ar e not  t o t ake any ext r a pr ovi si ons f or  t he j our ney.  
They must  go as i s.  They di d not  wast e t i me on t he way wi t h l ong-
wi nded sal ut at i ons ( a cust om i n t hose par t s) .  They must  not  al l ow 
anyt hi ng t o hi nder  t hei r  t ask.  
 
     Ver ses 5, 6.  When ent er i ng a home,  t hey ar e t o gr eet  t he 
f ami l y wi t h " Peace Be t o You"  -  whi ch bear s t he deeper  
si gni f i cance of  t he Gospel  of  t he Ki ngdom of f er i ng t he peace and 
sal vat i on of  Jesus,  t he Messi ah,  t he Pr i nce of  Peace.  Those t hat  
accept  t hi s of f er  wi l l  exper i ence t he peace of  f ai t h,  and t he 
gr eet i ng wi l l  r emai n upon t hem.  On t he ot her  hand,  t hose who do 
not  accept  t he gr eet i ng i n f ai t h wi l l  not  r ecei ve t he bl essi ng.  
 
     Ver se 7.  Wher ever  t hey st ay,  t hey ar e t o accept  what ever  i s 
of f er ed as j ust  r ecompense f or  spr eadi ng t he Gospel .  They ar e not  
t o go f r om house t o house -  wast i ng t i me and ener gy.  They must  
st ay i n t he house wher e t hey wer e f i r st  t aken i n.  
 
     Ver se 8.  I n t hat  ar ea wer e many Gent i l es,  and t he Jews wer e  
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not  so car ef ul  about  cer emony,  so Jesus advi sed t hem t o eat  
what ever  was set  bef or e t hem.  
 
     Ver se 9.  As par t  of  t he spr eadi ng of  t he message of  t he 
ki ngdom of  God,  t he mi r acl e of  heal i ng ser ved as pr oof  t hat  God i s 
wi t h Chr i st  and t he di sci pl es.  
 
     Ver ses 10, 11.  Wher e t hey ar e not  r ecei ved,  t hey must  publ i cl y 
wi pe t he dust  of  t hat  pl ace f r om t hei r  f eet  -  t o make t hose peopl e 
r eal i ze t hat  by t hi s act i on t hey separ at e t hemsel ves f r om t he 
ki ngdom -  t hat  t hey have no excuse f or  not  accept i ng i t .  
 
     Ver se 12.  Because t hey have r ej ect ed t he oppor t uni t y t o be 
saved,  and become par t  of  t he ki ngdom of  God,  t hei r  j udgment  wi l l  
be mor e sever e t han t hose t hat  l i ved i n Sodom,  who never  had such 
an oppor t uni t y.  
 
     Ver se 15.  Caper naum had many oppor t uni t i es al so,  but  chose 
j udgment  agai nst  t hemsel ves.  
 
     Ver se 16.  Those who r ej ect  t he di sci pl es,  al so r ej ect  Jesus -  
t hose who r ej ect  Hi m al so r ej ect  t he Fat her  who sent  Hi m -  t hus 
r ej ect i ng t he way of  sal vat i on of f er ed f r eel y t o t hem.  
 
     Ver se 17.  Appar ent l y an amount  of  t i me was f i xed af t er  whi ch 
t he di sci pl es wer e t o r epor t  back t o Jesus at  a cer t ai n l ocat i on.  
When t hey came,  t hey wer e r ej oi ci ng about  t hei r  success,  even t he 
evi l  spi r i t s had obeyed t hei r  commands i n Jesus'  Name.  
 
     Ver se 18.  Jesus expl ai ns why t he demons wer e subj ect  t o t hem.  
He has seen t he power  of  Sat an br oken.  When Jesus r ej ect ed hi s 
t empt at i ons -  t he devi l ' s mi ght  had been def eat ed.  The vi ct or y was 
won.  Thr oughout  Jesus'  mi ni st r y i n f r eei ng t hose possessed by 
demons,  t hi s vi ct or y i s shown.  Sat an as a conquer ed enemy must  
obey t hose who bel ong t o hi s conquer or  Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 19.  Because Chr i st  has over t hr own Sat an,  He gi ves 
aut hor i t y t o Hi s f ol l ower s,  and pr ot ect s t hem agai nst  al l  danger   
f r om spi r i t ual  opponent s.  
 



 

 

79 
Lesson XI V Cont i nued 

( Luke 10: 1- 20)  
 
     Ver se 20.  Jesus advi ses t hem not  t o be so el at ed t hat  t he 
demons wer e subj ect  t o t hem,  but  t o be most  j oyf ul  about  t he f act  
t hat  t hei r  names ar e wr i t t en i n t he Lamb' s Book of  Li f e i n heaven.  
Thei r  r edempt i on by God' s Gr ace i s t he gr eat est  gi f t  t hey wi l l  
ever  r ecei ve.  
     No amount  of  dar kness can put  out  t he l i ght  of  a si ngl e 
candl e.  They wer e sent  out  i n pai r s -  t o encour age each ot her ,  and 
al so " i n t he mout h of  t wo wi t nesses ever y wor d i s est abl i shed"  
( Mat t hew 18: 16)  
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     Luke 10: 21- 37.  
 
     Luke 10: 21- 24.  Jesus Rej oi ces i n Spi r i t .  
     A br i ef  but  si gni f i cant  pi ct ur e of  t he i nt i mat e r el at i onshi p 
bet ween t he bel oved Son and Hi s Heavenl y Fat her .  
 
     Ver se 21.  The wor ds of  r ej oi ci ng ar e connect ed wi t h t he 
r et ur n of  t he 70 wi t h j oy i n r el at i ng t hei r  mi ssi on.  Jesus'  j oy 
was so gr eat  as t o expr ess i t  out  l oud t o Hi s Fat her  -  t hat  God' s 
wi sdom ar r anged mat t er s so t hat  i nsi ght  i s gi ven t o t hose who i n 
chi l dl i ke si mpl i ci t y and humi l i t y r ecogni ze t hei r  compl et e 
dependence on t he Savi or  and accept  t he t r ut h r eveal ed by God 
t hr ough Hi m.  The sel f - exal t ed,  sel f - r i ght eous,  wi se i n t hei r  own 
est i mat i on as t he scr i bes and Phar i sees wer e,  ar e t oo 
i nt el l ect ual l y ar r ogant  t o accept  t he si mpl i ci t y and mer cy and 
l ove r eveal ed i n t he Gospel .  Thi s has no r el at i on as t o whet her  
one i s wel l - educat ed or  not .  
 
     Ver se 22.  Her e we have t he cl ear  t est i mony of  Jesus'  uni t y 
wi t h t he Fat her  -  who has gi ven ever yt hi ng over  t o Hi m -  onl y He 
t her ef or e knows t he Fat her  and onl y t hr ough Hi m can anyone know 
t he Fat her  -  by Chr i st ' s r eveal i ng hi m t o t hem -  He i s t her ef or e 
absol ut el y one wi t h The Fat her .  ( Al so st at ed i n Mat t hew 11: 27,  and 
John 17. )  
 
     Ver ses 23, 24.  Jesus addr esses par t i cul ar l y Hi s cl ose 
di sci pl es -  cal l i ng t o t hei r  at t ent i on t he gl or i ous pr i vi l ege t hey 
ar e exper i enci ng -  l onged f or  by t he pr ophet s and ki ngs of  t he Ol d 
Test ament  -  who knew about  t he comi ng of  t he Messi ah -  t hey di d 
not  l i ve t o see Hi s comi ng,  or  l i st en t o Hi s Teachi ng.  Though 
t hei r  pr i vi l ege was gr eat  -  we possess t he compl et ed r evel at i on of  
God i n t he New Test ament  as t he I ncar nat e Son of  God,  t he One 
Cr uci f i ed,  t he Ri sen Redeemer ,  and t he Gl or i f i ed One,  and Head of  
Hi s Chur ch.  Wi t h t hi s pr i vi l ege goes t he r esponsi bi l i t y t o shar e 
i t  wi t h ot her s.  
 
     Ver ses 25- 37.  Par abl e of  t he Good Samar i t an.  Recor ded onl y by 
Luke.  
 
     Ver se 25.  The ul t i mat e quest i on -  how can anyone i nher i t  
et er nal  l i f e? ( Asked as a t est . )  
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     Ver ses 26- 28.  Jesus i n t ur n asks what  God' s r equi r ement s ar e 
i n t he Law -  t he answer  per f ect  l ove t owar d God and t owar d one' s 
nei ghbor .  Jesus r epl i es t hat  he answer ed cor r ect l y -  t hat  i f  he 
obser ves t hese r equi r ement s f ai t hf ul l y -  he wi l l  l i ve f or  t i me and 
et er ni t y.  
 
     Ver se 29.  The Lawyer  knows wel l  t hat  he i s not  r eal l y up t o 
al l  t hat  -  t hat  he does not  r egar d al l  peopl e wi t h equal  
compassi on.  Hi s r epl y shows hi s desi r e t o f i nd a l oophol e so t hat  
hi s consci ence can be qui et ed -  i n aski ng who i s he t o consi der  
hi s nei ghbor  -  t hat  he i s not  r esponsi bl e t o hel p j ust  anyone.  
 
     Ver ses 30- 35.  To answer  t he quest i on about  who a per son' s 
nei ghbor  i s,  Jesus t el l s t he par abl e of  t he good Samar i t an.  The 
di f f i cul t ,  r ocky pat h f r om Jer usal em t o Jer i cho had been f or  
cent ur i es not or i ous as a pl ace wher e r obber s al l  t oo of t en 
at t acked vi l l ager s.  
 
     Ver ses 36, 37.  As Jesus usual l y does,  so her e,  i n answer  t o a 
quest i on -  not  as t he l awyer  woul d have i t  -  but  t hr ough a par abl e 
f or ces t he l awyer  t o answer  t he r eal  spi r i t ual  quest i on:  " Do I  act  
as a nei ghbor  t o t hose i n need,  wi t hout  di st i nct i on?"  Accor di ng t o 
t r adi t i on at  t hat  t i me t he t er m nei ghbor  meant  Jews onl y -  not  t he 
heat hen or  Samar i t ans.  I n t hi s par abl e i t  i s a despi sed Samar i t an 
t hat  i s t he good nei ghbor .  Jesus t eaches t hat  l ove f or  one' s 
nei ghbor  has no bounds of  nat i onal i t y,  r el i gi ous backgr ound,  or  
anyt hi ng el se,  no mat t er  what .  No t i me was wast ed i n 
hypot het i cal l y di scussi ng who i s t o be consi der ed one' s nei ghbor  
or  under  what  ci r cumst ances one shoul d hel p or  not  hel p.  The poi nt  
i s shown t o be t hat  anyone who you come i n cont act  wi t h i s your  
nei ghbor  and wor t hy of  bei ng hel ped.  
     The l awyer  was f or ced t o acknowl edge t he pr of ound t r ut h 
wi t hi n t he par abl e.  Jesus t hen t el l s hi m t o,  " Go,  and do t hou 
l i kewi se. "  Agai n we ar e not  t ol d about  what  t he l awyer  does t hen -  
because t hat  i s not  t he most  i mpor t ant  t hi ng.  That  i s t he Message 
of  t he power f ul  l esson t hat  Jesus t eaches i n t hi s par abl e.  
     The Law of  God st at es t hat  he who obser ves t he Law per f ect l y 
wi l l  l i ve.  The t wo pi l l ar s ar e al ways l ovi ng God and Hi s f el l ow 
man -  t her eby i nher i t i ng et er nal  l i f e.  Anyone who t hi nks t hey can 
at t ai n t hi s i s onl y del udi ng t hemsel ves and not  acknowl edgi ng 
t hei r  own si nf ul ness.  
     Thi s was God' s gi f t  t o us -  t o send Hi s Son as Man t o f ul f i l l   
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t he Law,  i n a l i f e of  per f ect  l ove t owar ds God and per f ect  l ove 
t owar d Hi s f el l ow men.  Onl y by Hi s compl et e I nnocence coul d 
Chr i st ' s deat h pay t he pr i ce f or  our  si ns.  Our  r esponse shoul d be 
a l i f e of  gr at i t ude and ser vi ce,  t hat  t hr ough t he power  of  t he 
Hol y Spi r i t  wi t hi n each bel i ever ,  we have t he f r eedom t o expr ess 
l ove t owar d God and our  f el l ow men.  
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     Luke 10: 38- 11: 13.  
 
     Luke 10: 38- 42.  Mar t ha and Mar y.  
     Thi s event  i s r ecor ded onl y by Luke.  I n John 11,  i n t he st or y 
of  t he r ai si ng of  Lazar us,  t hei r  char act er s r ef l ect  what  i s 
r ecor ded her e i n Luke.  Thi s onl y makes t he Gospel s pr eci se and 
r el i abl e.  
 
     Ver se 38.  Accor di ng t o John 10: 22 and ot her  st at ement s i n 
John,  Jesus went  t o Jer usal em on sever al  occasi ons dur i ng t he l ast  
6 mont hs bef or e Hi s cr uci f i xi on.  We ar e al so t ol d i n John t hat  
t hey l i ved i n Bet hany,  a vi l l age near  Jer usal em on t he mai n r oad 
f r om Tr ans- Jor dan.  Her e Luke doesn' t  ment i on Lazar us,  or  t he 
vi l l age,  but  r ecor ds t he hear t  of  t he mat t er  -  t he di f f er ent  
r esponses t o Jesus and Hi s wor ds r ef l ect ed i n t hei r  choi ces.  
 
     Ver ses 39, 40.  When Jesus came t o t hei r  home,  Mar y had chosen 
t o si t  at  t he f eet  of  Jesus and l i st en t o Hi s ever y wor d.  What  a 
pr i vi l ege,  we can onl y pr ay t o have such an oppor t uni t y someday.  
     Mar t ha ( pr obabl y t he el der  si st er )  was ver y agi t at ed,  t r yi ng 
t o be r esponsi bl e i n pr epar i ng a wor t hy r epast  f or  Jesus and Hi s 
cl ose f ol l ower s.  Her  mot i ves wer e good i n seeki ng t o do t hese 
t hi ngs t o show hospi t al i t y -  but  t hen she sul ked and spoke about  
t he f act  t hat  Mar y was not  hel pi ng her .  So she bol dl y suggest s 
t hat  Jesus shoul d t el l  Mar y t o hel p her  i n t he mani f ol d 
pr epar at i ons.  
 
     Ver ses 41, 42.  I n r epl y,  Jesus poi nt s out  t o Mar t ha t hat  she 
i s upset  and pr eoccupi ed wi t h al l  t hese pr epar at i ons f or  Hi m,  
whi l e Mar y has chosen t he bet t er  r esponse t o Hi s comi ng.  That  
bet t er  par t  i n desi r i ng t o l i st en t o Jesus'  wor ds of  ever l ast i ng 
l i f e.  Though Jesus does not  di sappr ove of  what  Mar t ha was doi ng -  
yet  she shoul d not  r esent  Mar y' s choi ce nor  ask Hi m t o make Mar y 
get  up and hel p her .  Jesus'  wor ds wer e t o show t he t r ue 
per spect i ve and t r ue val ue of  Mar y' s choi ce.  
 
     The l esson her e l i es i n our  choi ces i n ser vi ng Chr i st .  That  
we shoul d not  be agi t at ed or  di ssat i sf i ed wi t h ot her s because we 
ar e so busy t r yi ng t o do some act i ve ser vi ce f or  Jesus.  The most  
i mpor t ant  par t  i s al ways communi on wi t h Jesus,  so t hat  i n our   
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act i ve ser vi ce we wi l l  be at  peace.  
     Many r el i gi ons concent r at e on one or  t he ot her  par t s of  t he 
whol e.  Some i nsi st  on excessi ve cont empl at i on and medi t at i on,  or  
i n t r adi t i ons of  out war d f or mal  l i t ur gy and f or mal  r epet i t i on,  
r i t ual s,  and cer emoni es.  Jesus r equi r es bot h a l i f e of  communi on,  
pr ayer ,  and wor shi p -  as wel l  as a r eachi ng out  t o ot her s i n 
pr act i cal  ser vi ce t o hel p t hose i n need.  
 
     11: 1- 4.  The Lor d' s Pr ayer .  
     I n Mat t hew,  a si mi l ar  pr ayer  i s r ecor ded as par t  of  t he 
Ser mon on t he Mount .  Ther e He i s t eachi ng a l ar ge gr oup not  t o 
pr ay i n vai n r epet i t i ons -  but  how t o pr ay.  I t  i s compl et el y 
nat ur al  t hat  Jesus woul d gi ve si mi l ar  i nst r uct i on on di f f er ent  
occasi ons and t hat  t he wor di ng woul d var y i n some degr ee -  and 
al so si nce t hat  was par t  of  Hi s advi ce -  not  t o mer el y r epeat  
wor ds memor i zed f or  a r i t ual  pur pose.  
 
     Ver se 1.  Luke descr i bes no speci f i c t i me or  pl ace,  but  
emphasi zes t hat  whi l e Jesus was pr ayi ng,  one of  t he di sci pl es was 
moved by t he dept h of  communi on Jesus seemed t o be engaged i n.  
Thi s l ed hi m t o ask Jesus what  one must  do t o pr ay wi t h such 
ear nest ness,  when Jesus had f i ni shed pr ayi ng.  The di sci pl e 
ment i ons t he f act  t hat  John had t aught  hi s f ol l ower s t o pr ay.  
Real i zi ng hi s own i nadequacy,  he desi r ed Jesus t o show t hem how t o 
pr ay.  
 
     Ver se 2.  Jesus r esponds by gi vi ng t hi s model  pr ayer .  The 
openi ng wor d " Fat her "  shows i n what  at t i t ude we must  appr oach God 
-  wi t h f ai t h and l ove t owar d Hi m as our  Fat her  who has shown us 
l ove and mer cy -  yet  r ecogni zi ng Hi s Di vi ni t y -  " whi ch ar t  i n 
Heaven. "  When pr ayi ng t oget her  we say Our  Fat her  -  when i n 
pr i vat e,  we say Fat her .  The f i r st  par t  concer ns t he gl or y of  God -  
" Hal l owed be Thy Name"  -  a pet i t i on t hat  God shoul d be r ecogni zed 
and gi ven r ever ence i n al l  cr eat i on,  and t hat  t he one pr ayi ng 
r ecogni zes t hat  God i s wor t hy of  al l  honor  and ador at i on -  t o be 
l oved and obeyed whol e- hear t edl y.  
     " Thy Ki ngdom Come"  seeks God' s di vi ne sover ei gnt y t o i ncr ease 
unt i l  f ul l y r eal i zed as t he r i ght f ul  pl ace i n t he hear t  and l i f e 
of  ever yone.  God' s sover ei gnt y i n heaven shoul d be br ought  t o t he 
ear t h.  Thi s wi l l  not  t o come t o pass unt i l  t he 2nd comi ng of   
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Chr i st .  
 
     Ver ses 3, 4.  Onl y now i s pr ayer  of f er ed f or  t he needs of  man -  
cal l i ng f or  di vi ne bl essi ng i n al l  ar eas -  f or  our sel ves and 
ot her s.  Br ead r epr esent s al l  man' s needs f or  ear t hl y exi st ence -  
so t hat  one may wor k t owar d f ul f i l l i ng t he wi l l  of  God i n each 
per son' s l i f e.  Thi s i s asked -  not  because of  some mer i t  or  r i ght  
we have,  but  i n r el yi ng on t he gr ace of  God f or  ever y moment  and 
ever y need.  
     " And f or gi ve us of  our  si ns, "  r emi nds us of  our  i nher ent  
si nf ul ness.  For gi veness i s gr ant ed by God' s gr ace al one -  not  
because we f or gi ve t hose who do us wr ong.  Our  f or gi vi ng ot her s 
shows acknowl edgment  our  havi ng been f or gi ven i n mer cy and gr ace.  
Thi s gi ves us t he f r eedom and power  t o f or gi ve ot her s.  
     " Br i ng us not  i nt o t empt at i on. "  When seeki ng t o avoi d doi ng 
anyt hi ng di spl easi ng t o God so i t  i s nat ur al  t o pr ay,  bei ng 
consci ous of  our  own weaknesses -  t hat  God may gui de our  l i f e away 
f r om si t uat i ons i n whi ch one i s exposed t o such t empt at i ons.  
     Thi s pr ayer  has been r epeat ed f or  over  1900 year s by mi l l i ons 
of  bel i ever s,  i n uncount ed number s of  l anguages and count r i es -  i t  
has become a gl or i ous common bond of  uni t y and f el l owshi p.  I t  i s 
never  out  of  dat e or  i nappr opr i at e.  
 
     Ver ses 5- 13.  Par abl e of  t he I mpor t unat e Fr i end.  
     By way of  t hi s par abl e and t he exampl es f ol l owi ng i t ,  Jesus 
t eaches i n an easy t o r emember  and st r i ki ng manner  how cer t ai n i t  
i s t hat  our  Heavenl y Fat her  wi l l  answer  t o a pr ayer  of  need.  
 
     Ver ses 5- 8.  Jesus her e emphasi zes t hat  pr ayer  shoul d be done 
wi t h a f i r m f ai t h i n an answer .  To i l l ust r at e t hi s,  Jesus t el l s 
t he par abl e t hat  even a nor mal  sel f i sh per son wi l l  gi ve t he f r i end 
what  he needs even i f  i t  i s at  an i nconveni ent  and di sr upt i ng 
t i me.  At  such a bad t i me -  he wi l l  get  up and gi ve j ust  t o get  r i d 
of  hi m.  The quest i on -  how much mor e wi l l  God who i n per f ect  l ove,  
mer cy and gr ace i s wi l l i ng t o gi ve answer  t o pr ayer  t o one of  Hi s 
chi l dr en i n need? To r emember  t her e i s a r el at i onshi p bet ween t he 
t wo,  and t he r equest  i s of  genui ne need,  not  somet hi ng sel f i sh.  
The cer t ai nt y of  answer  f ol l ows -  a r el at i onshi p and a need.  
 
     Ver se 9.  Far  mor e cer t ai n t han t he ear t hl y f r i end i s t he  
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desi r e of  God t hat  we shoul d pet i t i on Hi m f or  our  needs.  We shoul d 
di l i gent l y communi cat e wi t h God t hr ough pr ayer  -  t o seek,  t o knock 
wi t h God i s t o f i nd,  and t he door  t o be opened.  
 
     Ver se 10.  Thi s ver se r eemphasi zes t he cer t ai nt y of  answer  t o 
pr ayer ,  based upon a r i ght  r el at i onshi p wi t h God,  and si ncer i t y of  
need.  
 
     Ver ses 11- 13.  Her e God i s descr i bed as t he Heavenl y Fat her .  
I f  an ear t hl y,  i mper f ect  f at her  woul d never  gi ve usel ess or  
danger ous t hi ngs when hi s son asks f or  necessar y t hi ngs -  t hen f ar  
above t hi s t he per f ect  Heavenl y Fat her  wi l l  suppl y t he needf ul  
t hi ngs Hi s chi l dr en ask f or  .  Above al l  gi f t s i s t he Hol y Spi r i t  -  
t he most  power f ul  and necessar y gi f t  t hr ough whi ch al l  ot her  good 
t hi ngs ar e gr ant ed.  
 
     To doubt  t hat  God wi l l  answer  our  need i s t o say God i s l ess 
under st andi ng and sympat het i c t han an or di nar y human par ent  or  
even an or di nar y f r i end.  Ther ef or e our  cer t ai nt y i n pr ayer  
r ef l ect s our  f ai t h i n who He i s,  and what  Hi s nat ur e,  and power ,  
and at t i t ude t owar d us ar e.  
 
     Summar y:  Not  t o have f ai t h i n God' s wi l l i ngness and cer t ai nt y 
t o answer  pr ayer  i s t o r ej ect  t he whol e of  God' s pl an of  sal vat i on 
i n sendi ng us Hi s gr eat est  gi f t  -  Jesus t he Chr i st ,  t he Lamb of  
God t o pay f or  our  si ns and pr esent  us wi t h t he gi f t  of  et er nal  
l i f e wi t h Hi m -  i n t he pr esence of  al l  t he sai nt s,  t he Hol y Angel s 
and Jesus -  i n gl or y,  wher e t her e ar e no t ear s,  or  i l l ness,  or  
si n,  or  dar kness,  but  al l  l i ght  and l i f e and l ove,  and peace and 
pr ai se and t hanksgi vi ng and j oy wi t hout  measur e and wi t hout  
ceasi ng.  Amen.  
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     Luke 11: 14- 32.  
 
     Luke 11: 14- 28.  Bl asphemy of  t he Phar i sees.  
     We see t he at t i t ude of  t he Jews -  especi al l y t he l eader s -  
become mor e negat i ve -  even t o hat r ed.  Thi s i s a st r ong si gn 
t owar d t he f i nal  r ej ect i on of  Jesus by t he nat i on at  Jer usal em -  
t hi s i ncr eased f r om her e onwar d.  
 
     Ver ses 14, 15.  Thi s even begi ns wi t h Jesus cast i ng out  a demon 
f r om a possessed per son.  The spi r i t  had made i t s vi ct i m 
speechl ess.  When t he spi r i t  was gone out ,  t he man coul d agai n 
speak.  Those wi t nessi ng i t  wer e amazed -  some wer e cor r ect l y 
seei ng t he hand of  God.  Ot her s woul d not  acknowl edge Jesus as t he 
Chr i st  -  but  went  i n t he opposi t e di r ect i on bl asphemousl y,  sayi ng 
t hat  Jesus was usi ng t he power  of  Sat an.  
 
     Ver se 16.  Ot her s demand some si gn or  demonst r at i on t o pr ove 
i ndi sput abl y t hat  he was t he Messi ah.  Si gns poi nt  t o somet hi ng 
el se ( i . e.  r oad si gns) .  Ot her wi se t hey t hought  t hat  maybe He was 
act i ng t hr ough t he power  of  Sat an.  
 
     Ver ses 17, 18.  Jesus saw t hr ough t hei r  wor ds,  and i nt o t hei r  
hear t s,  and showed t he empt y ar gument  of  t hese enemi es of  t he 
Gospel .  Sat an does evi l  t hr ough hi s demons.  Why t hen woul d Sat an 
wor k agai nst  hi s own i nt er est s and power  by f r eei ng t hei r  human 
vi ct i ms -  t her eby dest r oyi ng hi s wor k and power ? 
 
     Ver se 19.  The accusat i on was absur d -  her e Jesus r eveal s 
t hei r  hypocr i sy -  i t  was gener al l y accept ed t hat  i f  a Jew or  r abbi  
del i ver ed a per son possessed by a devi l  -  i t  was a si gn of  God' s 
wor ki ng t hr ough t hat  per son.  But  now t hey see Jesus doi ng t he same 
act i on yet  t hey ascr i be t he wor k t o Sat an -  Jesus r eveal s t hat  
t hei r  f el l ow Jews wi l l  j udge agai nst  t hem f or  t hei r  hypocr i sy.  
 
     Ver se 20.  Jesus emphasi zed t hat  i t  i s obvi ous Hi s power  over  
Sat an al l ows hi m t o cast  out  t he f ol l ower  of  Sat an.  Ther ef or e t he 
power  of  God i s mani f est ed -  showi ng t hat  God' s aut hor i t y i s at  
wor k,  t he ki ngdom of  God i s on ear t h,  t hr ough Jesus who i s Hi s 
Son,  t he Ki ng of  Ki ngs,  and t he Lor d of  Lor ds.  
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     Ver ses 21, 22.  The exampl e shows t hat  even when a st r ong man 
guar ds hi s domi ni on -  he i s onl y successf ul  unt i l  a st r onger  one 
comes al ong -  t hen he i s unabl e t o pr ot ect  hi s goods.  That  Jesus 
cast s out  demons demonst r at es t hat  one gr eat er  t han Sat an has come 
and spoi l ed hi s pl ans of  possessi on and dest r uct i on.  
 
     Ver se 23.  Anyone who i s not  wi t h Jesus f i ght i ng t he power s of  
evi l  and dest r uct i on end up l ost  and bl i nd,  and cannot  f i nd t he 
r i ght  pat h or  hel p anyone el se -  t hus cont i nui ng and cont r i but i ng 
t o t he power s of  dar kness.  The r ej ect i on of  Jesus by t he Jewi sh 
l eader s,  t hr ough t hem t he maj or i t y of  t he nat i on,  l ed t o t hei r  
dest r uct i on wi t hi n one gener at i on by t he Roman Ar my i n 70 A. D.  
Unt i l  1948 and t he f or mi ng of  t he Jewi sh St at e,  t hey wer e 
scat t er ed al l  over  t he wor l d and suf f er ed endl ess per secut i on and 
mur der  -  t he pr ey of  t he evi l  one.  
 
     Ver ses 24- 26.  Her e Jesus descr i bes a per son f r om whom a demon 
has been cast  out ,  but  who has not  l et  t he Spi r i t  of  God come i n.  
One who want ed t o be neut r al  ( an i mpossi bi l i t y)  -  and i n not  
choosi ng God has empt i ness,  i n essence i nvi t es t he evi l  spi r i t  t o 
r et ur n -  but  hi s i ncr eased weakness l eads t hat  evi l  one t o gat her  
ot her  demons,  wor se t han hi msel f  t o come al ong.  That  f ool i sh 
per son i s sever el y wor se of f  t han bef or e.  
     Thi s i s a ser i ous war ni ng t o t he Jewi sh peopl e.  They have 
been gui ded by t he t eachi ng of  t he Ol d Covenant ,  t hey have hear d 
John t he Bapt i st  cal l  f or  r epent ance,  and t he mi ni st r y of  Jesus,  
heal i ng,  cast i ng out  demons,  and pr eachi ng t he Ki ngdom of  God and 
t he f or gi veness of  si ns.  They have exper i enced f r eedom f r om 
Sat ani c oppr essi on,  t hey have been of f er ed t he Gospel  of  Chr i st  
and t hey must  choose.  Unf or t unat el y,  we ar e wel l  awar e t hat  t hey 
made t he wr ong choi ce -  and t he t er r i bl e f at e t hat  i t  l ed t o.  
 
     Ver ses 27, 28.  I n r esponse t o t he power  and si ncer i t y of  
Jesus'  wor ds,  a woman bl esses t he mot her  of  so wonder f ul  a per son 
as Jesus.  He does not  cr i t i ci ze her  wor ds,  but  poi nt s out  t hat  
somet hi ng el se i s mor e i mpor t ant  t han t o be Hi s mot her  -  somet hi ng 
wi t hi n ever yone' s gr asp -  t o l i st en t o Hi s t eachi ng and obeyi ng 
t he wor d of  God t her ei n -  t hat  a spi r i t ual  r el at i onshi p i s f ar  
above any nat ur al  r el at i onshi p.  
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     Thi s emphasi zes t he i mpossi bi l i t y of  bei ng or  r emai ni ng 
neut r al  i n t he st r uggl e bet ween t he power s of  l i ght  and dar kness.  
We ar e bor n wi t h a si nf ul  nat ur e -  sel f i shness.  I f  we do not  
choose t he pat h of  Jesus,  we r emai n cont r ol l ed by our  si nf ul  
nat ur e -  whi ch l eads onl y on t he dar k pat h of  dest r uct i on.  Thank 
God t hat  t hr ough Jesus,  God has over come t he power  of  Sat an and 
t her eby we ar e f r eed f r om t hat  power ,  and can l i ve i n t he f r eedom 
t o choose t he nar r ow pat h t o t he Ki ngdom of  God and l i f e et er nal .  
 
     Luke 11: 29- 32.  The Si gn of  Jonah.  
     Jesus her e r epl i es t o t he r equest  of  t hose who i n Ver se 16 
ask f or  a si gn ( f r om Heaven) .  A possessed per son has been heal ed.  
The cr owd cont i nues t o i ncr ease -  Jesus decl ar es t hat  t he Jews of  
t hat  gener at i on wer e cor r upt  spi r i t ual l y -  t hat  i n spi t e of  
ever yt hi ng He has done i n Hi s publ i c mi ni st r y -  st i l l  t hey 
demanded some spect acul ar  heavenl y si gn t o pr ove t hat  He was t he 
pr omi sed Messi ah.  Jesus r epl i es t hat  no spect acl e wi l l  be gi ven 
but  t hat  of  Jonah ( Mat t hew 12: 40 expl i ci t l y) .  Jonah had been a 
si gn t o t he Ni nevi t es because he had ar r i ved t her e af t er  havi ng 
been mi r acul ousl y del i ver ed by t he gr eat  f i sh ( as one r ai sed f r om 
t he dead)  as pr oof  t hat  he was sent  by God.  
     So al so Jesus wi l l  pr ove by Hi s r esur r ect i on t hat  He has been 
sent  by God as t he Chr i st ,  t he pr omi sed Redeemer .  
 
     Ver se 31.  The Queen of  t he sout h came f r om t he f ur t hest  known 
count r y of  t he t i me t o hear  t he wi sdom of  Sol omon.  She had spar ed 
no t r oubl e or  expense t o exper i ence t hi s God- gi ven wi sdom.  
     On t he ot her  hand,  one gr eat er  t han Sol omon was pr esent ,  and 
t he maj or i t y of  t he Jews,  i n spi t e of  such a uni que pr i vi l ege,  
woul d not  heed Hi s of f er  of  sal vat i on,  but  i n t hei r  unbel i ef ,  t hey 
r ej ect ed Hi m.  On t he day of  j udgment  t he queen of  t he sout h wi l l  
j ust l y condemn t hem who wi l l f ul l y r ej ect ed t he i ncompar abl e 
oppor t uni t y t hey had been of f er ed.  
 
     Ver se 32.  So al so t hose Ni nevi t es who r epent ed and t ur ned t o 
God t hr ough t he pr eachi ng of  Jonah,  wi l l  condemn t he Jews who had 
t he oppor t uni t y of  bei ng pr eached t o,  t aught ,  heal ed,  and saved by 
t he pr omi sed Messi ah,  Jesus Chr i st  Hi msel f  -  but  t hey r ej ect ed 
Hi m.  
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     Thr ough t he wr i t i ngs of  t he eyewi t nesses of  Jesus'  mi ni st r y,  
cr uci f i xi on and r esur r ect i on,  ascensi on,  and t he Revel at i on gi ven 
t o John -  we have t he oppor t uni t y t o know and bel i eve i n Jesus and 
t her eby avoi d t he condemnat i on of  t he f i nal  j udgment .  
 
     Summar y.  The onl y si gn t hat  Jesus woul d of f er  t he nat i on of  
I sr ael  was t hat  of  Jonah and t he whal e -  t hat  He woul d di e,  and on 
t he 3r d day He woul d be r esur r ect ed.  
     My quest i on i s:  t hose who chose not  t o bel i eve t he wor ds and 
wor ks of  Jesus,  i n aski ng f or  a si gn,  woul d t hey bel i eve i n t hat  
si gn or  woul d t hey not  bel i eve -  but  cont i nue t o make demands of  
t hi s si gn or  t hat  si gn -  onl y t o cal l  i t  a t r i ck,  or  cal l  i nt o 
quest i on whet her  i t  was of  God or  not .  
     Al l  si gns have one pur pose -  t o poi nt  t o somet hi ng -  al l  t he 
si gns of  t he pr ophet s concer ni ng t he Messi ah poi nt ed exact l y and 
di r ect l y t o Jesus.  For  t he unbel i evi ng Jews t o ask f or  a si gn -  i n 
t he pr esence of  Jesus -  shows t hei r  f ool i shness,  and spi r i t ual  
bl i ndness.  
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     Luke 11: 33- 54.  
 
     Luke 11: 33- 36.  The Li ght  of  t he Body.  
     Jesus i s t eachi ng about  t he Jews of t en demandi ng a si gn 
because of  t hei r  spi r i t ual  bl i ndness,  whi ch st ops t hem f r om seei ng 
t he cl ear est ,  br i ght est  l i ght  of  Jesus Hi msel f  t hr oughout  Hi s 
mi ni st r y.  
 
     Ver se 33.  I t  i s obvi ousl y i l l ogi cal  t o l i ght  a l amp and t hen 
pl ace i t  so as t o pr event  t he l amp f r om showi ng i t s l i ght .  The 
unbel i evi ng Jews st i l l  l i ve i n dar kness because of  t he wi ckedness 
of  t hei r  own hear t s.  
 
     Ver ses 34, 35.  The eye cat ches t he l i ght  t o ser ve t he needs of  
t he body -  i f  t he eye wor ks pr oper l y,  i t  enabl es a per son t o see 
t o do t he necessar y t hi ngs.  I f  t her e i s a pr obl em wi t h t he eye -  
no amount  of  l i ght  can be made use of .  As a r esul t ,  your  whol e 
body i s t r apped i n t he dar kness.  
     Thi s r ef er s t o t he l i f e of  a per son.  When a per son' s i nner  
at t i t ude or  di sposi t i on i s pur e t owar ds God,  t hen t he l i ght  of  t he 
Gospel  wi l l  shi ne br i ght l y i n t hei r  hear t  -  cl ear l y seei ng Chr i st  
as Lor d and Redeemer .  Whet her  a per son chooses t o wal k i n t he 
l i ght  i s t hei r  own choi ce.  Jesus war ns us t hat  one' s i nner  
at t i t ude must  seek t o benef i t  f r om t hat  l i ght .  
 
     Ver se 36.  I f  t he eyes ar e sound,  t he l i ght  i n t he r oom wi l l  
al l ow one t o see ever yt hi ng,  t o know how and wher e t o go -  t o see 
spi r i t ual  val ues -  how t o act  and di r ect  one' s l i f e f or  Chr i st .  I f  
t he Jews had been spi r i t ual l y enl i ght ened,  t hey woul d have been 
abl e t o see t hat  Jesus was t he Chr i st  and woul d have bel i eved i n 
Hi m -  but  on t he cont r ar y,  t hey st i l l  sought  a si gn i n t hei r  
bl i ndness.  I f  any woul d desi r e mor e l i ght  -  see mor e cl ear l y t he 
pat h of  God' s wi l l  i n t hei r  l i f e -  go t o t he sour ce -  t he Gospel  
of  Jesus as r eveal ed i n t he Hol y Wr i t  -  i n pr ayer f ul  communi on 
t hr ough t he Hol y Spi r i t .  The l ove of  God wi l l  be shed abr oad,  i n 
t he hear t ,  as t he Li ght  of  Tr ut h whi ch r eveal s t he Di vi ni t y and 
Humani t y of  Jesus and Hi s Redempt i on.  
 
     Ver ses 37- 54.  Jesus Rebukes t he Scr i bes and Phar i sees.  
     I n a r ecent  occasi on ( 11: 14- 28) ,  t he Phar i sees r ef used t o  
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accept  Jesus as Messi ah -  even t o t he poi nt  of  bl asphemy,  by 
accusi ng Hi m of  cast i ng out  demons by t he power  of  t he Evi l  One.  
Though t hey wer e awar e of  Hi s t eachi ng and t he mi r acl es of  
heal i ng,  and power  over  demons -  t hey r ej ect  Hi m and as r el at ed i n 
t hi s event ,  t hey become mor e angr y and har dened i n t hei r  unbel i ef ,  
headi ng on t he pat h t o vi ol ence.  
 
     Ver ses 37, 38.  Af t er  Jesus had spoken about  t he si gn of  Jonah,  
and t he l i ght  of  t he body,  a Phar i see ( not  yet  host i l e t owar ds 
Jesus)  i nvi t es Hi m t o di ne at  hi s house.  Per haps he was j ust  
cur i ous.  He mar vel ed when Jesus di d not  go t hr ough t he t r adi t i onal  
abl ut i ons bef or e t he meal .  
 
     Ver se 39.  Jesus who knew t he pr ej udi ce of  Hi s host  and t hat  
of  t he maj or i t y of  hi s f el l ow Phar i sees -  payi ng t oo much heed t o 
t he out war d f or mal i t i es -  chose not  t o do t he pur i f i cat i on 
cer emoni es.  Thi s woul d l ead t o t he host  quest i oni ng Jesus.  Thi s 
woul d open t he way f or  Jesus t o poi nt  out  t o t hem ( t he host  and 
ot her  guest s)  how t hey had al l owed t hei r  r el i gi on t o degener at e 
i nt o t he pr act i ces of  a l egal i st i c f ol l owi ng of  r i t ual s,  many of  
whi ch wer e pr escr i bed by t hei r  t r adi t i ons,  and not  by God.  One of  
t hese was t he cl eani ng of  t he out si de of  cups.  The i nsi de of  t he 
cup and t he hear t  r emai ned cover ed wi t h f i l t h and al l  ki nds of  si n 
i n Jesus'  compar i son .  
 
     Ver se 40.  God i s not  pl ease wi t h such out war d f or mal i t i es.  He 
l ooks upon t he i nner  l i f e of  t he wi l l  and hear t  -  t hat  i nwar d 
pur i t y woul d l ead t o deeds of  l ove and compassi on.  
 
     Ver se 41.  The out war d cl eansi ng benef i t ed no one.  I f  t he 
cont ent s wer e shar ed,  t hat  woul d show t he l ove of  nei ghbor s -  t hus 
poi nt i ng t o a shar i ng of  what ever  one possesses wi t h t hose i n 
need.  Thi s woul d make a per son cl ean,  wi t hi n and wi t hout ,  i n t he 
r i ght  r el at i onshi p wi t h God and man.  
 
     Ver se 42.  Wi t h sober  ser i ousness,  Jesus poi nt s out  anot her  
exampl e of  how t he Phar i sees pr act i ce a dead f or m of  r el i gi on -  t o 
convi nce t hem of  t hei r  gr eat  need t o r epent .  They ar e met i cul ous 
i n gi vi ng a t ent h of  t he smal l est  her bs of  t hei r  gar den -  yet  t hey  
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show l i t t l e concer n f or  t r eat i ng ot her s j ust l y and gi vi ng God 
hear t f el t  r ever ence.  Thei r  mai n concer n was wi t h smal l  det ai l s of  
out war d cer emony.  
 
     Ver se 43.  A f ur t her  pr act i ce i s condemned i n t hei r  desi r i ng 
honor  and f avor i t i sm f or  t hei r  r el i gi ous l eader shi p.  
 
     Ver se 44.  I n Number s 19: 16,  when a per son t ouches a gr ave,  
t hey ar e consi der ed cer emoni al l y uncl ean f or  7 days.  I t  had become 
a cust om t o cl ear l y mar k gr aves by whi t ewashi ng t hem,  t her eby 
maki ng t hem easi l y avoi ded.  Jesus accused t he Phar i sees of  bei ng 
l i ke unmar ked gr aves -  maki ng t hose who come i n cont act  wi t h t hem 
uncl ean.  The l egal i st i c pr act i ces peopl e makes t hem t hi nk t hey ar e 
pl easi ng God.  They do not  r eal i ze t he hypocr i sy,  and t he 
spi r i t ual l y devoi d nat ur e of  t he r i t ual s t hey copy.  
 
     Ver se 45.  A doct or  of  t he l aw obj ect s t hat  Jesus i s r ef er r i ng 
al so t o hi m and hi s f el l ow l awyer s.  
 
     Ver se 46.  Thi s l eads Jesus t o poi nt  out  what  l awyer s ar e most  
gui l t y f or  -  i n addi ng condi t i ons and addi t i ons t o God' s Law.  They 
f or  t hei r  par t  knew l oop hol es and ways ar ound t he commandment s 
whi l e gi vi ng t he appear ance of  f ol l owi ng t hem.  
 
     Ver ses 47, 48.  They al so make a bi g deal  about  r ever ence and 
t aki ng speci al  car e of  t he gr aves of  t he pr ophet s ( mur der ed by 
t hei r  f at her s) .  They show t he same hat r ed t owar ds anyone speaki ng 
f or  God -  and even Jesus Hi msel f  -  t he One pr omi sed by t he 
pr ophet s -  t her ef or e t hei r  r eal  i nner  di sposi t i on i s i dent i cal  t o 
t hei r  f at her s.  By payi ng out war d homage,  bui l di ng monument s t o t he 
pr ophet s,  t hey dr aw at t ent i on t o t hei r  bei ng j ust  l i ke t hei r  
f or ef at her s,  who ki l l ed t he envoys of  God.  They cont i nue wi t h t hi s 
at t i t ude agai nst  Chr i st .  
 
     Ver ses 49- 51.  Because t he maj or i t y of  t he Jewi sh peopl e and 
t hei r  l eader s cont i nue t o r ej ect  God' s messenger s ( John t he 
Bapt i st ,  Jesus,  and l at er  t he apost l es and f i r st  Chr i st i ans -  many 
of  whom wer e ki l l ed) ,  God was goi ng t o condemn t hem t o 
dest r uct i on.  That  gener at i on was account ed wi t h gr eat er  gui l t   
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because of  t hei r  r ej ect i on and cr uci f i xi on of  t he Son of  God,  t he 
Pr omi sed One sent  f or t h f or  t hei r  Sal vat i on.  
     Thi s was cl i maxed by t he dest r uct i on of  t he ci t y of  Jer usal em 
and t he Templ e i n 70 A. D. ,  t he di ssol vi ng of  t he nat i on of  I sr ael ,  
and t he di sper si on of  t he Jews t o al l  nat i ons -  whi ch onl y ceased 
i n 1948 wi t h t he r ef or mat i on of  t he Nat i on of  I sr ael .  
 
     Ver se 52.  The l awyer s,  by i ncor r ect l y under st andi ng t he t r ue 
i nt ent  of  scr i pt ur e,  and bui l di ng unnumber ed st r i ct  pr ovi si ons,  
had i n ef f ect  bl ur r ed t he f ocus of  t he di vi ne pl an of  sal vat i on,  
t her eby becomi ng bl i nd t hemsel ves -  but  al so bl i ndi ng t he 
mul t i t udes.  They shoul d have been t he t r ue i nt er pr et er s of  
Scr i pt ur e.  They shoul d have sought  t he di vi ne pl an of  sal vat i on 
r eveal ed i n so many pr omi ses of  t he Ol d Test ament  -  now bei ng 
f ul f i l l ed i n Jesus -  t hus t hey shoul d have l ead t he peopl e t o 
Jesus as t he Pr omi sed one -  t he Redeemer ,  t he Suf f er i ng Ser vant ,  
t he Messi ah.  
 
     Ver ses 53, 54.  As Jesus was l eavi ng,  t hese men f ol l owed Hi m 
cl osel y,  put t i ng al l  ki nds of  quest i ons t o Hi m i n t hei r  anger  and 
f r ust r at i on,  t r yi ng t o get  Hi m t o say somet hi ng t hat  t hey coul d 
use agai nst  Hi m -  now bei ng det er mi ned t o br i ng Hi m down.  
     These r el i gi ous l eader s had t he gr eat est  r esponsi bi l i t y of  
knowi ng t he Scr i pt ur es and what  t hey r eveal ed about  Chr i st ,  and 
t hen l eadi ng t he peopl e t o Hi m.  They,  however ,  di d t he opposi t e.  
     Quest i on:  What  ar e t he acknowl edged r el i gi ous l eader s of  
t oday l eadi ng peopl e t o bel i eve,  and what  i s t hei r  r el at i onshi p t o 
Jesus? I f  t hey ar e not  l eadi ng peopl e t o Jesus,  t hen t hey ar e 
l eadi ng peopl e away f r om Hi m.  Even i f  i t  i s t o pr osper i t y,  
popul ar i t y,  success,  or  good f eel i ngs,  or  good wor ks.  
     For gi veness i s f ound i n onl y one pl ace,  at  t he f eet  of  Jesus,  
our  Savi or ,  f or ever .  
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     Luke 12: 1- 12.  Leaven of  t he Phar i sees and Who I s To Be 
Fear ed.  
     Havi ng l ef t  t he Phar i see' s house,  and bei ng quest i oned by 
scr i bes,  l awyer s,  and Phar i sees -  a ver y l ar ge cr owd gat her ed,  
bumpi ng i nt o one anot her ,  wi t h gr eat  exci t ement .  Most  l i kel y t hi s 
was done due t o t he ar gui ng and commot i on r ai sed by t he Phar i sees 
and cohor t s agai nst  Jesus,  as pr evi ousl y descr i bed i n Luke chapt er  
11.  I n t he f i r st  59 ver ses of  t hi s chapt er ,  Jesus i s t al ki ng 
most l y t o Hi s di sci pl es,  but  al so i n t he hear i ng of  t he cr owd.  
 
     Ver se 1.  As t he cr owd pr essed i n and ar ound Jesus,  t hose t hat  
had been quest i oni ng Jesus qui et ed down,  al l owi ng Jesus t o speak.  
Jesus,  begi nni ng t o t al k,  addr esses Hi s di sci pl es.  He war ns t hem 
agai nst  t he har mf ul  i nf l uence of  t he Phar i sees.  Just  as addi ng 
yeast  t o dough,  i n ef f ect  adds ai r  wi t hi n t he dough and makes i t  
r i se,  i ncr easi ng i n vol ume,  not  i n mass.  
     Jesus i s sayi ng t hat  t he t eachi ng and l i vi ng of  t he Phar i sees 
has a si mi l ar  ef f ect  on t he t r ut h about  God.  Leaven i s al so a 
cor r upt i ng pr ocess -  f er ment at i on.  So al so i s t he hypocr i sy of  t he 
Phar i sees.  
 
     Ver ses 2, 3.  As hypocr i sy i s an at t empt  t o hi de t he t r ut h -  i t  
i s poi nt l ess because t r ut h wi l l  al ways come t o l i ght  -  par t l y i n 
t hi s l i f e but  compl et el y at  t he Last  Judgment .  
 
     Ver ses 4, 5.  The f ol l ower s of  Jesus shoul d not ,  t hr ough f ear  
of  physi cal  har m,  deny t hei r  f ai t h.  Men can onl y ki l l  t he body.  
Al l  r eal  honor  and r ever ence i s due t o God,  who al one has t he 
power  over  et er ni t y.  The number  of  ear l y Chr i st i ans ki l l ed f or  
t hei r  f ai t h i s qui t e l ar ge,  among t hem most  of  t he apost l es.  
 
     Ver ses 6, 7.  Fear  t he power  of  God over  al l  cr eat i on and f i nal  
j udge of  one' s et er nal  dest i ny.  At  t he same t i me wi t h f ai t h i n Hi s 
l ove as heavenl y Fat her  who chooses t o car e f or  even t he l east  of  
Hi s cr eat i ons,  especi al l y f or  Hi s chi l dr en -  even number i ng t he 
hai r  on one' s head.  
 
     Ver ses 8, 9.  I f  a f ol l ower  deni es Jesus bef or e man,  he wi l l   
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f ace a r et ur n deni al  by Jesus bef or e t he Judgment  Seat  of  God.  
Those who acknowl edge Hi m as t he Messi ah and openl y show t hat  t hey 
f ol l ow Hi m wi l l  be openl y cl ai med by Hi m bef or e t he Fat her  and t he 
heavenl y bei ngs.  
 
     Ver se 10.  Wi t hout  f ear i ng t he power  of  man,  t he di sci pl es 
have t o be cour ageous i n t hei r  f ai t h.  Anyone who bl asphemes 
agai nst  t he Hol y Ghost ,  or  per secut es t he f ai t hf ul ,  wi l l  not  
escape j udgment  of  condemnat i on.  
     Most  schol ar s consi der  gi vi ng cr edi t  t o Sat an f or  wor ks of  
God t hr ough t he Hol y Spi r i t  as t he bl asphemy agai nst  he Hol y 
Spi r i t  whi ch i s unf or gi vabl e.  I t  i s not  possi bl e f or  a t r ue 
bel i ever  t o do such a t hi ng.  
     Si ns agai nst  Jesus dur i ng Hi s ear t hl y mi ni st r y wer e 
f or gi vabl e but  once He has ascended,  t he Hol y Spi r i t  wi l l  r eveal  
t he t r ut h of  t he Gospel .  Then bl asphemy agai nst  t he Hol y Spi r i t  
wi l l  seal  one' s f at e.  
 
     Ver ses 11, 12.  Hi s f ol l ower s shoul d not  f ear  bei ng per secut ed 
or  how t o answer  t o accusat i ons when br ought  bef or e r ul er s or  
ot her  aut hor i t i es.  The Hol y Spi r i t  wi l l  gui de t hei r  t hi nki ng and 
r epl i es i n t he r i ght  way.  Al so,  t hat  even i f  t hey ar e condemned 
unt o deat h,  t hey ar e under  God' s pr ot ect i on,  and Jesus wi l l  t ake 
car e of  t hem unt o l i f e et er nal .  
     We must  r ecogni ze t he car e of  t he Fat her ,  t he i nt er cessi on of  
Jesus on our  behal f ,  and t he i ndwel l i ng of  t he Spi r i t  Who t eaches 
us t he t r ut h,  and t her eby become equi pped t o l ead a si ncer e and 
f ear l ess l i f e of  f ai t h and ser vi ce f or  Jesus.  
 
     Not e:  Use of  t he t er m " The Son of  Man"  -  cal l s t o mi nd t he 
i nsi gni f i cance and f r ai l t y of  Man i n cont r ast  wi t h t he et er nal ,  
spi r i t ual ,  omni pot ence of  God.  Jesus uses t hi s t er m concer ni ng 
Hi msel f  t o emphasi ze Hi s t r ue humani t y,  especi al l y concer ni ng Hi s 
suf f er i ng and deat h.  ( Some woul d l at er  deny Hi s humani t y,  and 
t her eby Hi s physi cal  deat h. )  I t  i s al so connect ed t o Dani el  7: 13 
wher e " one l i ke unt i l  t he Son of  man appr oaches t he Anci ent  of  
Days and r ecei ves a uni ver sal  and ever l ast i ng domi ni on. "  
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     Ver ses 13- 21.  Par abl e of  t he Ri ch Fool .  
     Af t er  Jesus had been t al ki ng about  deep hol y mat t er s,  someone 
among t he cr owd r equest s t hat  Jesus per suade hi s br ot her  t o di vi de 
t he i nher i t ance bet ween hi msel f  and hi s br ot her .  Thi s per son seems 
t o not  have been af f ect ed by t he spi r i t ual  t eachi ng of  Jesus.  
     I n r esponse t o t hi s t ot al l y mat er i al i st i c quest i on,  Jesus 
t el l s t he dr amat i c par abl e of  t he r i ch f ool .  
 
     Ver se 13.  The man at  l east  acknowl edges Jesus as an 
aut hor i t y,  and asks t hi s sel f i sh and wor l dl y- mi nded r equest .  
 
     Ver se 14.  Jesus r ef uses t hi s r equest  -  as out si de Hi s 
mi ssi on.  He was not  her e t o j udge mat er i al  mat t er s.  Jesus war ns 
hi m agai nst  covet ousness -  he f or  want i ng par t  of  t he i nher i t ance,  
hi s br ot her s i n r ef usi ng t o di vi de i t .  No t r ue happi ness,  peace,  
or  l i f e i s f ound i n pur sui t  of  or  possessi on of  wor l dl y t hi ngs.  
 
     Ver ses 16- 20.  To show a cl ear  pi ct ur e of  t he t ot al  f ol l y of  
t hi s at t i t ude,  Jesus t el l s t he par abl e of  t he r i ch f ool  who 
measur es hi s happi ness by t he abundance of  hi s possessi ons.  He 
f al sel y t hought  t hat  he had col l ect ed a gr eat  enough quant i t y of  
pr ovi si ons t hat  he woul d enj oy t he r est  of  hi s l i f e eat i ng,  
dr i nki ng,  and t ast i ng ot her  wor l dl y pl easur es.  He consi der ed 
ever yt hi ng i n hi s l i f e as hi s per sonal  pr oper t y -  r epeat i ng my,  
my,  my.  He had no r ecogni t i on of  God' s pr ovi dence,  nor  hi s 
r esponsi bi l i t y t o hel p ot her s i n need.  When he t hought  t hat  he was 
set  f or  a l i f e of  ease,  God appear s and r equi r es hi s l i f e t o end -  
showi ng t hat  he onl y appear ed t o have cont r ol  over  hi s l i f e and 
goods -  al l  was l ost  i n a moment ,  not  bei ng abl e t o t ake a si ngl e 
penny wi t h hi m.  
 
     Ver se 21.  Ever yone who i s spi r i t ual l y dead i n si n may spend 
ever y waki ng moment  gat her i ng and hoar di ng ever yt hi ng t hey can.  
The way of  t r ut h t akes heed of  God and seeks spi r i t ual  r i ches i n 
communi on wi t h and ser vi ce t o God,  t hen hi s r i ches wi l l  be i n 
heaven.  
     Jesus does not  condemn t he possessi on of  wor l dl y goods,  but  
t he over whel mi ng desi r e f or  amassi ng wor l dl y weal t h,  put t i ng t r ust  
i n t hem f or  secur i t y and happi ness,  and di sr egar di ng God and Hi s  
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of f er  of  l i f e ever l ast i ng.  
 
     Ver ses 22- 34.  The Car es of  Li f e.  
     Af t er  addr essi ng t he mul t i t ude,  He her e agai n speaks t o Hi s 
di sci pl es.  He war ns t hem about  bei ng over l y concer ned about  
wor l dl y t hi ngs -  t hey shoul d be most  concer ned about  devel opi ng 
t r ue f ai t h i n t he f at her l y car e of  God.  
 
     Ver se 22.  Man' s l i f e does not  depend on possessi on of  goods.  
Jesus advi ses agai nst  bei ng t r oubl ed about  f ood and cl ot hi ng.  
 
     Ver se 23.  God as Cr eat or  of  Ever yt hi ng i s abl e t o car e f or  
t he most  i nsi gni f i cant  t hi ngs,  such as f ood and cl ot hes.  
 
     Ver se 24.  God pr ovi des f or  al l  cr eat ur es i n nat ur e -  t hat  
cannot  pr ovi de or  col l ect  t hei r  own f ood suppl y.  How much mor e 
wi l l  God pr ovi de f or  t he di sci pl es,  who have mor e val ue t han t he 
bi r ds? 
 
     Ver ses 25, 26.  Wor r y i s usel ess.  No one can become t al l er  or  
l i ve l onger  by wor r yi ng -  much l ess do anyt hi ng gr eat .  I t  i s 
t her ef or e usel ess t o be t r oubl ed wi t h t hi ngs.  
 
     Ver ses 27, 28.  God makes pl ant s gr ow and bl oom beaut i f ul l y 
when t hey nei t her  t oi l  nor  spi n.  How much mor e wi l l  God gr ant  
gi f t s of  r eason and i nt el l i gence and ot her  gi f t s t o Hi s chi l dr en? 
As God so bount i f ul l y car es f or  t empor ar y t hi ngs l i ke gr ass and 
f l ower s,  He wi l l  cer t ai nl y pr ovi de f or  Hi s f ol l ower s and gi ve t hem 
what  i s best  f or  t hem.  Ever yt hi ng wi l l  wor k t oget her  f or  t hose 
t hat  l ove Hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 29, 30.  We shoul d not  make t he most  i mpor t ant  j ob i n 
l i f e t he hoar di ng of  mat er i al  t hi ngs.  Jesus does not  suggest  t hat  
we be l azy or  i gnor e t he or di nar y wor k and r esponsi bi l i t i es,  but  
t hat  we must  not  become pr eoccupi ed about  t hem t o wor r y or  become 
af r ai d,  but  i nst ead t r ust  i n God' s pr ovi dence.  God knows our  needs 
and wi l l  pr ovi de.  We shoul d act  i n compl et e t r ust  i n God.  
 
     Ver se 31.  God wi l l  gi ve t he mat er i al  needs of  t he f ai t hf ul  i n  
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t he way most  benef i ci al  t o t hem.  The r esponse shoul d be t o t r y t o 
ser ve God,  be gui ded and r ul ed by Hi m,  t her eby shar i ng i n t he 
bl essi ngs of  Hi s ki ngdom.  
 
     Ver se 32.  Al t hough t he f ai t hf ul  ar e f ew i n number ,  and not  
among t he most  power f ul ,  yet  t hey shoul d have no f ear  because God 
has chosen t o gi ve t hem t he ki ngdom.  I n pr i nci pl e t hey al r eady 
possess i t  and shar e i n i t s bl essi ngs -  but  at  t he end of  t he age,  
t hey wi l l  i nher i t  i t s f ul l ness.  Though despi sed and per secut ed i n 
t hi s wor l d,  we wi l l  l i ve wi t h t he Ki ng and r ul e wi t h Hi m at  Hi s 
Second Comi ng ( Revel at i on 5: 10,  22: 5) .  
 
     Ver se 33.  The r eal  weal t h of  t he f ai t hf ul  i s i n t hei r  
spi r i t ual  l i f e,  r i ght eousl y shar i ng mat er i al  weal t h wi t h t hose i n 
need,  and suppor t i ng t he spr eadi ng of  t he gospel  -  l ocal  chur ch 
and f or ei gn mi ssi ons as wel l .  Thus ar e i ndest r uct i bl e t r easur es 
deposi t ed i n heaven.  
 
     Ver se 34.  Wher e one account s t o be t hei r  t r easur es -  t her e 
wi l l  hi s desi r es and passi on dwel l .  Ther ef or e i t  i s essent i al  t o 
see t he et er nal  t r easur es of  ser vi ce t o God.  I f  one' s t r easur es 
ar e account ed by ear t hy weal t h,  possessi ons,  power ,  t her e wi l l  
one' s hear t  dwel l .  Possessi on of  mat er i al  t hi ngs does not  make a 
per son wor l dl y- mi nded,  but  t hei r  at t i t ude t owar d t hem.  Nor  does 
t he l ack of  t hem make a per son heavenl y- mi nded.  To be f r ee f r om 
sel f i sh j eal ousness,  and covet ousness,  by t r ust i ng i n t he 
pr ovi dence of  God and Hi s l ovi ng car e f or  us i s t he r i ght  way.  
     These bl essi ngs can be count ed upon because of  t he gr eat est  
gi f t  of  Jesus -  t hr ough whom we ar e account ed wor t hy -  not  by any 
mer i t  we may t hi nk we possess.  We ar e adopt ed as God' s chi l dr en,  
and as t he per f ect  Fat her ,  God i s much mor e r eady,  wi l l i ng,  and 
abl e t o gi ve us what  we t r ul y need,  and what  i s BEST FOR US,  even 
i f  we don' t  r ecogni ze i t  at  t he t i me.  
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     Luke 12: 35- 13: 5.  
 
     Luke 12: 35- 48.  Par abl e of  t he Wat chf ul  Ser vant .  
     Thi s l esson of  Jesus i s t i ed cl osel y t o Hi s pr evi ous 
t eachi ngs about  not  bei ng wor l dl y mi nded.  He i s t r yi ng t o make Hi s 
di sci pl es be pr eoccupi ed wi t h bei ng r eady f or  Hi s Second Comi ng,  
t o be f ound f ai t hf ul  i n t hei r  dai l y ser vi ce.  
 
     Ver ses 35, 36.  As ser vant s wai t i ng f or  t he r et ur n of  t hei r  
boss f r om a mar r i age banquet  -  wi t h t hei r  l ong gar ment s t i ed 
ar ound t hei r  wai st  f or  qui cker  movement ,  and wi t h l amps l i t  r eady 
t o open t he door  at  hi s r et ur n.  So al so must  Jesus'  ser vant s be 
r eady t o r ecei ve Hi m upon Hi s r et ur n.  
 
     Ver se 37.  Those t hat  cont i nue t o be r eady t o r ecei ve Hi m wi l l  
be r i chl y r ewar ded by Jesus Hi msel f .  
 
     Ver se 38.  The t i me of  t he Second Comi ng i s uncer t ai n.  ( I n t he 
2nd or  3r d wat ch of  t he ni ght  -  no mat t er  how l ong i n comi ng makes 
i t  no l ess cer t ai n. )  So bl essed shal l  t hose f ai t hf ul  ser vant s be.  
 
     Ver se 39.  The Lor d wi l l  come l i ke a t hi ef  i n t he ni ght ,  
comi ng at  an unexpect ed moment  -  t her ef or e r eadi ness must  be 
const ant .  Just  l i ke a mast er  of  a house must  be const ant l y 
vi gi l ant  so hi s house i s not  r obbed,  ot her wi se al l  t hat  he has 
wi l l  be l ost .  So al so l i ke t hose who ar e not  r eady f or  Hi s Second 
Comi ng wi l l  suf f er  l oss.  ( Those who nei t her  bel i eve i n nor  obey 
Hi m. )  I t  i s t hus essent i al  t hat  ever yone be r eady.  
 
     Ver se 41.  Pet er  quest i ons whet her  Jesus i s t al ki ng t o t he 
whol e cr owd or  f i r st  t o t he di sci pl es.  He was pr obabl y i nsecur e 
about  t he possi bi l i t y of  suf f er i ng l oss.  
 
     Ver se 42.  I nst ead of  a di r ect  answer  t o Pet er ' s quest i on,  He 
asks t he hypot het i cal  quest i on -  Who t hen wi l l  be f ai t hf ul  i n 
car i ng f or  ot her s -  t hose of  Hi s i mmedi at e f ol l ower s -  t he 
event ual  chur ch l eader s -  and ul t i mat el y ever y Chr i st i an,  each 
bear i ng t he r esponsi bi l i t y t o spi r i t ual l y car e f or  ot her s.  
 
     Ver ses 43, 44.  Of f i ce bear er s of  Hi s chur ch who f ai t hf ul l y  
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pr ovi de what  i s needed t o ever yone i n t hei r  car e wi l l  be r i chl y 
r ewar ded -  especi al l y t he communi cat i on of  t he Gospel .  I n wai t i ng 
f or  t he 2nd Comi ng,  no one shoul d become compl acent  and i nact i ve -  
but  on t he cont r ar y,  must  be act i ve and hel pf ul  f or  t hose i n t hei r  
car e.  
 
     Ver ses 45, 46.  The ser vant  who begi ns t o t hi nk t hat  Jesus i s 
del ayi ng Hi s comi ng t hen t hat  He i s not  comi ng at  al l ,  begi ns t o 
l i ve as i f  no account i ng wi l l  be cal l ed f or  at  al l  -  t her ef or e 
act s l i ke a t yr ant  over  t hose under  hi s car e -  t hey wi l l  be f aci ng 
f at al  puni shment .  
 
     Ver ses 47, 48.  Especi al l y t hose wi t h gr eat er  pr i vi l eges wi l l  
f ace gr eat er  puni shment .  Those wi t h l esser  pr i vi l eges wi l l  have 
some degr ee of  puni shment  but  not  so much as t he ot her s.  
     Those i n Chr i st ' s ser vi ce who devot e t hei r  l i ves and f ai t h 
and expect  t he Second Comi ng wi l l  l ook f or  i t  as t he gr eat est  j oy.  
Those who doubt  Hi s pr omi ses and l i ve sel f i shl y and i nvol ved i n 
wor l dl y t hi ngs wi l l  see Jesus'  comi ng wi t h f ear  and dr ead.  
 
     Ver ses 49- 53.  Jesus Br i ngs Fi r e and Di vi si on on Ear t h.  
     St i l l  i n t he mi dst  of  a gr eat  and mi xed cr owd -  angr y 
of f i ci al s,  cur i ous common peopl e,  and Hi s cl ose f ol l ower s,  Jesus 
speaks t hese sur pr i si ng wor ds.  He descr i bes not  t he pur pose of  Hi s 
ear t hl y mi ssi on,  but  t he consequent  r esponses of  peopl e.  
 
     Ver se 49.  Fi r e has f unct i on -  i t  consumes what  wi l l  bur n and 
pur i f i es what  does not .  Jesus l ongs f or  Hi s sacr i f i ces f or  man' s 
sal vat i on be compl et ed so t hat  t he Hol y Spi r i t  may come t o wor k i n 
t he l i ves of  peopl e t o pur i f y t he f ai t hf ul  and t he dest r uct i on of  
evi l .  Jesus began t hi s f i r e i n Hi s mi ni st r y.  
 
     Ver se 50.  Jesus r ecogni zes t he t er r i bl e suf f er i ng awai t i ng 
Hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 51- 53.  The common opi ni on of  t hat  t i me concer ni ng t he 
Messi ah was t hat  Hi s comi ng woul d i mmedi at el y br i ng vi ct or y of  t he 
Jewi sh nat i on over  al l  t hei r  enemi es and usher  i n a t i me of  
per f ect  peace.  Jesus want s t o make cer t ai n t hat  Hi s f ol l ower s  
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under st and t hat  t hat  i s not  Hi s mi ssi on.  He i s not  br i ngi ng peace 
on ear t h -  but  di vi si on -  t hose t hat  f ol l ow Hi m wi l l  be 
per secut ed,  even hat ed by t hose t hat  r ej ect  Hi m -  even i n t he 
cl osest  f ami l y r el at i onshi ps.  Those who don' t  accept  Hi s sal vat i on 
i n f act  choose t o hol d on t o t hei r  si nf ul ,  sel f i sh nat ur e and 
t her ef or e cannot  and wi l l  not  accept  t hose t hat  choose t o l i ve f or  
Jesus -  but  wi l l  openl y oppose t hem.  
     Thi s st r uggl e has and wi l l  cont i nue unt i l  t he r edempt i on of  
t he whol e ear t h -  and t he separ at i on of  al l  evi l  f r om t he r edeemed 
-  New Heavens,  New Ear t h.  Ever yone shoul d r ecogni ze t he 
ser i ousness of  t he t i mes -  and or der  one' s l i f e whi l e t he 
oppor t uni t y r emai ns.  
 
     Ver ses 54- 56.  St i l l  t al ki ng t o a l ar ge cr owd,  Jesus says t hat  
t hey ar e exper i enced enough t o r ead t he por t ent s of  weat her  -  t o 
pr edi ct  cor r ect l y comi ng r ai n or  dr y heat .  He cal l s t hem 
hypocr i t es f or  not  r eal i zi ng t he mul t i t udes of  si gns t hat  poi nt  t o 
Jesus as t he Chr i st .  Jesus accuses t hem of  r ef usi ng t o bel i eve t he 
obvi ous and di st i nct  si gns of  Hi s Messi ahshi p.  
 
     Ver ses 57- 59.  Jesus quest i ons t hei r  i nabi l i t y t o j udge t he 
demands of  r i ght eousness and j ust i ce i n t hei r  l i ves.  I t  i s 
ever yone' s r esponsi bi l i t y t o accept  God' s of f er  i n Chr i st  whi l e 
t he t i me of  gr ace r emai ns.  
 
     Luke 12: 54- 59 -  Concl usi on.  
     The maj or i t y of  t he Jewi sh peopl e of  t hat  t i me di d not  
di scer n t he si gns of  t he t i mes and r ecogni ze and accept  Jesus as 
Messi ah.  The r esul t  was i ndescr i babl e mi sf or t unes -  cul mi nat i ng i n 
t he dest r uct i on of  Jer usal em i n 70 A. D.  
     We al so l i ve dur i ng t i mes of  many si gns t hat  poi nt  t o t he 
i mmi nent  comi ng of  Jesus.  
 
     13: 1- 5.  The Mur der  of  t he Gal i l eans.  
     The ur gent  necessi t y of  r epent ance.  
 
     Ver se 1.  Some Jews br ought  Jesus t he news t hat  t he pr ef ect  of  
Judea -  Pi l at e -  known f or  bl oody act s,  had or der ed a gr oup f r om 
Gal i l ea who wer e sacr i f i ci ng i n t he t empl e t o be ki l l ed -  t hus  
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mi ngl i ng t hei r  bl ood wi t h t hei r  sacr i f i ces.  Most  l i kel y t hey had 
br oken some Roman Law -  bei ng not or i ousl y r ebel l i ous,  and t her eby 
gi vi ng Pi l at e t he excuse of  t aki ng car e of  t hem.  
 
     Ver ses 2, 3.  The gener al l y accept ed opi ni on of  t hat  t i me was 
t hat  t hose who exper i enced such cal ami t i es was pr oof  of  t hei r  
puni shment  by God f or  except i onal  si ns.  As i n ot her  pl aces,  Jesus 
her e r ej ect s t hi s as wr ong.  He war ns t he ones br i ngi ng t hi s news 
t hat  si mi l ar  di sast er s wai t ed f or  t hem al so.  The ki l l ed Gal i l eans 
wer e no mor e gui l t y t han t hose who br ought  t he news.  
 
     Ver ses 4, 5.  To emphasi ze t he ser i ousness of  t hi s quest i on,  
Jesus ment i ons anot her  cal ami t y -  wher e al so t hose ki l l ed wer e no 
mor e gui l t y t han t hose who escaped i t .  Al l  ar e gui l t y and shal l  
exper i ence di sast er .  Repent ance i s cal l ed f or  as t he onl y r emedy.  
     Onl y t he good news of  t hi s Gospel  l eads t he way of  l i f e -  
t hr ough r epent ance.  Those not  f i ndi ng and choosi ng t hat  way 
cont i nue on t he r oad t o dest r uct i on and et er nal  damnat i on.  Those 
who do not  choose et er nal  l i f e t hr ough Jesus choose et er nal  deat h 
wi t hout  God -  no l i ght ,  no l ove,  no f or gi veness,  no f el l owshi p,  no 
shar i ng,  no accept ance,  no peace and t r ust ,  no Jesus.  
     To t ake away al l  t he benef i t s of  knowi ng Our  Heavenl y Fat her  
t hr ough t he l i vi ng Gi f t  of  Hi s Son i s an et er nal  hel l ,  wher e t her e 
shal l  weepi ng and gnashi ng of  t eet h.  
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     Luke 13: 6- 21.  
 
     Luke 13: 6- 9.  The Fr ui t l ess Fi g Tr ee.  
     Thi s par abl e shows t he ur gent  necessi t y of  t r ue r epent ance -  
one t hat  br i ngs f or t h f r ui t .  
 
     Ver ses 6- 9.  I t  was t r adi t i onal  t o pl ant  f r ui t  t r ees i n a 
vi neyar d.  Her e a f i g t r ee i s pl ant ed,  but  af t er  3 year s no f r ui t  
had come.  Because i t  t akes up space and dr aws nut r i ent s out  of  t he 
soi l ,  t he owner  want s i t  cut  down.  
     The dr esser  pl eads f or  one mor e season -  i n whi ch he wi l l  
t ake speci al  car e,  aer at i ng t he soi l  and f er t i l i zi ng i t .  I f  t her e 
i s no f r ui t ,  t hen t he t r ee wi l l  be cut  down.  
     Jesus i s t hi nki ng of  I sr ael  -  who God gave cont i nual  
oppor t uni t y t o bear  f r ui t ,  but  i t  r emai ned unf r ui t f ul .  Now t hat  
Jesus has r eveal ed Hi msel f  t o t he nat i on,  i t  i s t hei r  l ast  chance 
t o t ur n t o Hi m i n t r ue r epent ance and accept  Hi s gi f t  of  Jesus.  I f  
t hey r ej ect  Hi m,  so God wi l l  r ej ect  t hem and t he nat i on shal l  be 
cut  down.  Agai n af t er  Jesus'  deat h,  r esur r ect i on,  t he mi ght y act s 
of  t he apost l es,  and t he gr owt h of  t he chur ch,  al l  openl y of f er ed 
t o t he peopl e of  I sr ael  -  yet  t he gr eat  maj or i t y r ef used t o change 
-  t o bear  t he f r ui t  of  t r ue r epent ance.  The di sast er  whi ch came 
t hr ough t he war  wi t h Rome ended t hei r  nat i on i n t he Hol y Land.  
     God' s pat i ence i s l ong,  and Hi s mer cy boundl ess t owar ds t he 
peni t ent .  However ,  t hose who per si st  i n si n wi l l  i n t he end be 
puni shed.  God i n Hi s gr ace seems t o post pone t hi s f or  a l ong t i me 
-  He i s gi vi ng t hem oppor t uni t i es t o t ur n t o Hi m -  but  t her e i s a 
l i mi t .  When i t  i s r eached,  t he i ndi vi dual  or  a nat i on,  or  nat i ons,  
wi l l  be j udged,  and puni shment  wi t hout  mer cy wi l l  be exact ed.  
     The t i me f or  t he Jewi sh peopl e had near l y r eached t he end and 
Jesus i s war ni ng Hi s l i st ener s of  t hi s and t he necessar y f at e of  
t hose who per si st ed i n r ej ect i ng Hi m and t he Heavenl y Fat her .  I t  
was cer t ai n and dest r uct i on was t he out come.  
 
     Ver ses 10- 17.  Heal i ng of  a Cr ooked Woman.  
     Thi s was t he l ast  t i me i n t he Gospel  of  Luke t hat  Jesus was 
i n a synagogue t eachi ng.  The Jewi sh l eader s wer e so agai nst  Jesus 
t hat  t hey woul d not  al l ow Jesus t o ent er  a synagogue any l onger .  
 
     Ver ses 10- 13.  Whi l e Jesus was t eachi ng i n a synagogue,  a  
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woman who had f or  18 year s been bowed over  t hr ough an evi l  spi r i t  
of  i nf i r mi t y.  Jesus i n compassi on t ook not i ce of  her  -  cal l ed her  
t o Hi m and heal ed her .  
 
     Ver se 14.  The r ul er  of  t he synagogue became upset  t hat  Jesus 
woul d per f or m such a wor k on t he Sabbat h.  He speaks r ebuke agai nst  
Jesus,  not  addr essi ng Hi m di r ect l y,  but  speaks t o t he cr owd -  
sel f - r i ght eousl y cl ai mi ng aut hor i t y over  Jesus.  He cal l ed upon 
men' s t r adi t i ons of  heal i ng bei ng a wor k consi der ed agai nst  t he 
l aw of  t he Sabbat h.  
 
     Ver ses 15, 16.  Jesus r epl i es by poi nt i ng out  t hei r  hypocr i sy -  
when t hey do not  hesi t at e t o car e f or  t hei r  ani mal s on t he 
Sabbat h,  t hey condemn t he heal i ng of  a woman who had been 
suf f er i ng f or  many year s -  a daught er  of  Abr aham.  
 
     Ver se 17.  Jesus'  act i on and comment ar y exposed t he f al se 
vi ews of  t hose agai nst  Hi m.  They wer e put  t o shame -  whi l e t he 
cr owd pr ai sed God f or  such a mi r acl e of  heal i ng.  The r eact i on of  
t he cr owd shows t hei r  accept ance and appr eci at i on of  t he heal i ng 
as a wor k of  God' s mer cy.  
 
     Luke 13: 18- 21.  Par abl es of  Must ar d Seed and Leaven.  
     Jesus'  mi ni st r y as Messi ah st ar t ed i n af f ect i ng smal l  number s 
of  peopl e,  but  woul d cont i nue t o gr ow t o a gl or i ous si ze.  
 
     Ver se 18.  By i nt r oduci ng t he subj ect  as a quest i on,  Jesus 
get s t he at t ent i on of  t he audi ence.  
 
     Ver se 19.  The must ar d seed i s t he smal l est  ki nd of  seed sown 
by f ar mer s i n Pal est i ne,  but  whi ch gr ows r at her  qui ckl y i nt o t he 
l ar gest  pl ant  t hat  i s gr own f r om seed.  I n a si mi l ar  way,  Jesus'  
pr eachi ng of  t he Ki ngdom of  God,  as t he suf f er i ng ser vant  of  God,  
seemed i nsi gni f i cant  f r om man' s poi nt  of  vi ew.  But  j ust  as sur el y 
i t  wi l l  gr ow r api dl y,  i r r esi st i bl y i nt o a l ar ge body wi t h member s 
al l  over  t he wor l d who woul d f i nd a pl ace of  r est  i n i t .  
     When Pent ecost  came,  t he chur ch qui ckl y gr ew i n Jer usal em and 
f r om t her e spr ead al l  over  t he ci vi l i zed wor l d -  even wi t hi n t he 
capi t al  of  t he I mper i al  Roman Empi r e.  Thi s gr owt h wi l l  cont i nue  
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unt i l  t he l ast  of  t he chosen ones i s br ought  i n,  and t he r et ur n of  
Jesus as Ki ng t o set  up Hi s Ki ngdom.  
     V.  Thi s ki ngdom wi l l  not  onl y be gr eat  i n gr owt h of  number s 
and out war d gr eat ness,  but  wi l l  al so be a t r ansf or mi ng i nf l uence 
i n t he spi r i t ual  l i f e of  ever y bel i ever ,  j ust  as l eaven wor ks 
wi t hi n t he dough,  and af f ect s ever y par t  of  t he l ump -  so t he 
Ki ngdom of  God wi l l  t r ansf or m ever y member  of  Chr i st ' s Ki ngdom.  
     No mat t er  how smal l  and i nsi gni f i cant  i t s begi nni ng,  i t  wi l l  
gr ow gr eat l y,  wi t h not hi ng abl e t o pr event  i t s f ul l  devel opment  -  
t o i t s f i nal  f ul f i l l ment  wi t h Jesus'  Ret ur n i n compl et e power  and 
gl or y.  
 
     Luke 13: 22- 30.  The St r ai t  Gat e.  
     Ther e wi l l  be a t i me when t he t i me of  gr ace wi l l  end -  even 
t hose who have seen and hear d Jesus wi l l  be shut  out .  
 
     Ver se 22.  Thi s f i nal  per i od of  Jesus'  mi ni st r y moved t owar d 
t he event ual  event s i n Jer usal em.  He cont i nued t o t each and heal  
i n t he t owns and vi l l ages on t he way,  pr obabl y acr oss t he Jor dan.  
 
     Ver se 23.  Dur i ng t hat  t i me someone asked t he quest i on about  
whet her  t hose t hat  ar e saved wi l l  be f ew.  I t  must  have been wel l -
known by t hat  t i me t hat  t her e wer e many opposed t o Jesus,  and onl y 
a f ew t hat  f ol l owed Hi m f ai t hf ul l y.  
 
     Ver se 24.  Rat her  t han answer i ng t he quest i on di r ect l y,  Jesus 
uses i t  t o t each a val uabl e l esson.  He r ai ses t he poi nt  -  what  
pr of i t  i s t her e i n bei ng concer ned about  number s -  how many wi l l  
be or  won' t  be saved.  The most  i mpor t ant  t hi ng i s maki ng cer t ai n 
t hat  you,  your sel f  ar e saved.  What ever  t he number  -  t he way t o t he 
gat e l eadi ng t o et er nal  l i f e i s st r ai ght  -  i t  t akes an act  of  t he 
wi l l  and t he desi r e of  one' s hear t  t o ent er  t her ei n.  
     Once t he Gat e i s shut  -  Gr ace compl et ed -  t hen many wi l l  t r y 
t o get  i n,  but  cannot .  
 
     Ver ses 26, 27.  Even i f  pl eadi ng t hat  t hey have seen and hear d 
Hi m,  t hey wi l l  be r ej ect ed -  si nce t hey r ej ect ed Hi m i n spi t e of  
t hei r  oppor t uni t i es.  
 



 

 

107 
Lesson XX -  Cont i nued 

( Luke 13)  
 

     Ver se 28.  The maj or i t y of  t hat  gener at i on of  t he Jewi sh 
peopl e wi l l  endur e af f l i ct i ons and pai n of  consci ence at  t he end 
of  t he age.  
 
     Ver ses 29, 30.  Thei r  r emor se wi l l  be wor se because as Jews 
t hey ar e excl uded,  whi l e t he Gent i l es f r om al l  par t s of  t he wor l d 
ar e wel comed.  The Jews of  t he t i me t hought  t hat  t hey woul d be 
pr i vi l eged and t hat  t he Gent i l es woul d be excl uded.  Thus t hose 
t hi nki ng t hey woul d be f i r st  wi l l  be l ast ,  and t he l ast  wi l l  be 
f i r st .  
     Though saved by gr ace,  we ar e st i l l  r esponsi bl e t o st r i ve t o 
ent er  t he st r ai t  gat e,  and t her e i s a t i me when t he gat e wi l l  be 
cl osed.  
 
     Not e on t he St r ai ght  Gat e.  I t  i s nar r ow compar ed wi t h t he 
publ i c way of  t he cr owd.  
     Some schol ar s suggest  t hat  t he St r ai t  Gat e r ef er s t o behavi ng 
as a r epent ant  si nner  doi ng t o ever yone as t hey woul d have ot her s 
do t o t hem -  t he f r ui t  of  t he t r ue bel i ever .  
     Cont r ast  t hi s wi t h t he br oad way wher e i t  i s easy t o t ake 
advant age of  ever yone t hat  one comes i n cont act  wi t h.  So busy i n 
t hei r  sel f  r i ght eousness and evi l ,  t hey do no seek or  see t he 
st r ai t  gat e.  
     The st r ai t  gat e i s a nar r ow way t o go i n and al so a way of  
wal ki ng t her eaf t er ,  wi t h a cer t ai n dest i nat i on.  
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     Luke 13: 31- 14: 24.  
 
     Luke 13: 31- 35.  Jesus War ned Agai nst  Her od.  
     As Jesus was t eachi ng some Phar i sees came t o Jesus t o war n 
Hi m t hat  Her od was t al ki ng about  ki l l i ng Hi m.  Though t hese men may 
have been si ncer e.  I t  i s al so possi bl e t hat  af t er  t he har sh t hi ngs 
Jesus had sai d agai nst  Phar i sees,  t hat  t hese men sai d t hi s t o get  
Jesus t o l eave t he ar ea of  t hei r  i nf l uence.  
 
     Ver se 31.  Acr oss t he Jor dan t he Jewi sh aut hor i t i es -  cent er ed 
i n Jer usal em -  had l i t t l e aut hor i t y.  Appar ent l y t hese par t i cul ar  
Phar i sees had r ecei ved wor d t hat  Jesus was i n danger  i n Her od' s 
t er r i t or y.  I f  He went  f r om t her e t o Judea,  Jesus woul d be exposed 
t o t he power  of  t he Sanhedr i m.  
 
     Ver se 32.  Jesus i s not  i mpr essed.  And i n r epl y He cal l s Her od 
" t hat  f ox"  -  a sneaky and weak r ul er .  Jesus pl ans t o cont i nue Hi s 
mi ni st r y i n t hat  ar ea unt i l  i t  i s compl et ed per f ect l y.  
 
     Ver se 33.  Never t hel ess,  Hi s t i me t her e i s shor t  because He i s 
cont i nuousl y get t i ng cl oser  t o t he r oad t o Jer usal em,  t he Hol y 
Ci t y.  The hi st or i c pl ace wher e God' s pr ophet s had been ki l l ed.  
 
     Ver se 34.  Jesus i s deepl y moved because of  t he har dness of  
hear t  of  t he peopl e of  Jer usal em who t hr ough t he cent ur i es have 
i gnor ed,  mi sj udged,  and ki l l ed God' s messenger s and al so have 
r ej ect ed Jesus and al l  Hi s ef f or t s cal l i ng t hem t o r epent ance.  As 
a mot her  hen gat her s her  chi cks under  her  wi ngs t o pr ot ect  t hem 
f r om danger ,  so He has want ed t o pr ot ect  t hem f r om t he dest r uct i on 
t o come.  Al l  Hi s wor k,  al l  t hi s t eachi ng,  al l  Hi s war ni ngs wer e 
r ej ect ed and t hey ended up openl y and per si st ent l y agai nst  Hi m.  
 
     Ver se 35.  The onl y possi bl e consequence was dest r uct i on -  
speci f i cal l y t he t empl e,  f or mer l y cal l ed t he House of  God,  but  
af t er  t he r ej ect i on of  Jesus -  t he peopl e and t he t empl e ar e 
f or saken by God.  Hi s pr ot ect i on wi t hdr awn,  compl et e dest r uct i on 
wi l l  commence.  Some Jews wi l l  be saved as a r emnant  f r om t hat  t i me 
unt i l  Hi s Second Comi ng,  when t he whol e nat i on of  I sr ael  wi l l  see 
and r ecogni ze Hi m as t he t r ue Messi ah.  But  f or  t he unr edeemed i t  
wi l l  be t oo l at e.  
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     Jesus ear nest l y of f er s sal vat i on t o t hose who ar e l ost ,  but  
when He i s r ej ect ed wi t h det er mi nat i on,  Jesus l eaves t hem t o t hei r  
own f i nal  dest r uct i on.  
 
     14: 1- 6.  Jesus Heal s a Man of  t he Dr opsy.  
     Fr om her e t o 19: 28 cont ai ns mat er i al  whi ch Luke al one r epor t s 
-  t he l ast  t i me bef or e Hi s f i nal  ar r i val  i n Jer usal em.  
 
     V.  Jesus does not  avoi d t he Phar i sees i n spi t e of  t he 
i ncr easi ng host i l i t y.  He accept s one of  t he Phar i see' s i nvi t at i on 
t o go eat  at  hi s home on a Sabbat h.  
 
     Ver se 2.  Upon ent er i ng t he house,  Jesus soon not i ced an 
obvi ousl y si ck per son t her e.  Fr om t he cont ext  i t  appear s t hat  t he 
si ck man was pl aced t her e t o t est  Jesus -  whet her  He woul d br eak 
t he l aw of  t he Sabbat h by heal i ng hi m.  Thi s woul d gi ve t hem 
somet hi ng t o r epor t  t o t he Jewi sh counci l  i n Jer usal em.  
 
     Ver se 3.  Jesus sees t hr ough t hei r  sneaky pl ot  and i mmedi at el y 
asks t hem t he di r ect  quest i on:  " I s i t  l awf ul  t o heal  on t he 
Sabbat h day or  not ?"  They became conf used and coul d not  answer .  I f  
t hey answer ed no,  t hen t hey wer e condemni ng t he si ck man t o 
anot her  day of  suf f er i ng;  i f  t hey answer ed yes,  t hen t hey woul d be 
agr eei ng t o Jesus'  heal i ng on t he Sabbat h.  
 
     Ver se 4.  Whi l e t hese men ponder ed t hei r  di l emma,  Jesus heal ed 
t he man and sent  hi m away.  
 
     Ver se 5.  Jesus t hen put s anot her  quest i on t o t he gr oup.  I f  
one of  t hei r  ani mal s f el l  i nt o a pi t  on a Sabbat h,  woul d t hey not  
i mmedi at el y get  i t  out ? Obvi ousl y an emer gency was mor e i mpor t ant  
t o be deal t  wi t h t han t r adi t i on,  and cer emoni al  l aw.  To cr i t i ci ze 
Jesus f or  heal i ng on t he Sabbat h i s hypocr i t i cal  -  t o l eave a 
per son suf f er i ng physi cal l y or  spi r i t ual l y on a Sabbat h was a 
cr uel t y t hat  l ove and compassi on woul d not  al l ow.  The savi ng of  
one' s ani mal  was i ndeed a sel f i sh wor k,  whi l e t he heal i ng by Jesus 
was t ot al l y unsel f i sh.  
 
     Ver se 6.  The at t i t ude of  t he Phar i sees was exposed so  
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f or cef ul l y,  t hat  not  one of  t hem coul d ut t er  a wor d i n r epl y.  
     We must  al ways put  t he need of  ot her s above anyt hi ng we cl ai m 
f or  our sel ves,  whet her  on a school  ni ght ,  ear l y i n t he mor ni ng,  or  
on a Sunday.  
 
     14: 7- 14.  Par abl e of  I nvi t at i on t o a Mar r i age Feast .  
     The heal i ng t ook pl ace bef or e anyone sat  down,  so now Jesus 
obser ves some of  t he guest s wer e at t empt i ng t o get  t he most  
i mpor t ant  seat s.  
 
     Ver ses 7- 10.  Jesus t ook t hi s oppor t uni t y t o t each t hem a 
l esson of  an et er nal  t r ut h.  At  a weddi ng f east ,  t he pl aces of  
honor  ar e not  awar ded t o t hose who aggr essi vel y get  t her e f i r st ,  
but  on t he choi ce of  t he host .  So al so i n t he ki ngdom of  heaven,  a 
pl ace of  honor  i s not  based on anyone' s opi ni on of  t hemsel ves,  but  
on t he r i ght eous j udgment  of  God.  
 
     Ver se 11.  The per son who exal t s hi msel f  i n ear t hl y l i f e wi l l  
be br ought  t o shame when t he Lor d shows t hem t hei r  r i ght f ul  pl ace.  
The one who l i ved i n humbl e si ncer i t y wi l l  be r i chl y bl essed.  
 
     Ver ses 12- 14.  Af t er  addr essi ng t he guest s,  Jesus now speaks 
di r ect l y t o Hi s host  -  advi si ng hi m not  t o onl y i nvi t e hi s 
f r i ends,  f ami l y,  and weal t hy nei ghbor s.  Thi s i s sel f i sh i n t hat  a 
r et ur n i nvi t at i on i s expect ed.  To show t r ue and unsel f i sh l ove and 
ser vi ce,  he must  i nvi t e t hose who cannot  r epay hi s gi vi ng.  He must  
gi ve t o t hose i n need and t hus r ecei ve a bl essi ng at  t he end of  
t he age when God wi l l  r ewar d t he r i ght eous.  
     We ar e al l  t empt ed t o puf f  our sel ves up and pl ace our sel ves 
above ot her s,  and have sel f i sh desi r es.  We must  be awar e of  t hi s 
and be const ant l y wat chf ul  agai nst  t hese t hi ngs.  
 
     14: 15- 24.  Par abl e of  t he Gr eat  Supper .  
     The l esson Jesus had j ust  t aught  had made a deep i mpr essi on 
on at  l east  on of  t he guest s -  l eadi ng hi m t o say,  " Bl essed i s he 
t hat  shal l  eat  br ead i n t he ki ngdom of  God. "  Accor di ng t o t he 
pr evai l i ng bel i ef  of  t he Phar i sees,  t her e was t o be a gl or i ous 
f east  when t he Messi ah set  up Hi s Ki ngdom on ear t h.  These peopl e 
consi der ed i t  t o be obvi ous t hat  t hey woul d be count ed as wor t hy  
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t o t ake par t  i n t hat  cel ebr at i on,  t hat  t hey had ear ned t hei r  pl ace 
by t hei r  r i ght eous l i vi ng.  
     I n answer  t o t hi s r emar k,  Jesus t el l s t hi s par abl e -  war ni ng 
t hat  onl y t hose who ar e i nvi t ed per sonal l y by God wi l l  have a 
shar e i n God' s ki ngdom.  
 
     Ver ses 16, 17.  The sel f - r i ght eous at t i t ude i s exposed i n t hi s 
par abl e,  wher e a cer t ai n man i nvi t ed a gr eat  number  of  weal t hy 
peopl e t o a magni f i cent  banquet  at  some f ut ur e t i me.  When t he t i me 
was near ,  he sent  a ser vant  t o r emi nd t he guest s ( commonl y a 
cust om i n t hat  ar ea)  t hat  ever yt hi ng was r eady,  and t o come 
wi t hout  del ay.  
     God i s t he man,  t he supper  i s t he ki ngdom of  God.  The f i r st  
i nvi t at i on i s consi der ed t he pr ophet s and ot her  pr omi ses about  t he 
Messi ah i n t he Ol d Test ament .  The one who decl ar es t he f i nal  
i nvi t at i on i s Jesus Hi msel f ,  who spent  Hi s 3 year s of  mi ni st r y 
pr eachi ng,  and t eachi ng,  t he ki ngdom of  God t o t he Jewi sh nat i on.  
 
     Ver ses 18- 20.  When t hose f i r st  i nvi t ed hear d t he f i nal  cal l ,  
t hey al l  asked t o be excused.  Thei r  expl anat i ons wer e obvi ousl y 
not  t hei r  t r ue r easons but  r at her  pr et ext s.  Who buys a pi ece of  
l and and onl y l at er  goes t o see i t ? The same wi t h t he oxen -  do 
you buy and t hen t r y t hem out ? When one has mar r i ed -  does hi s 
wi f e pr event  hi m f r om comi ng? 
     I n t he same way t he Phar i sees and most  of  t he nat i on,  make 
al l  ki nds of  l ame excuses why t hey r ej ect  Jesus.  They ar e t oo 
at t ached t o t hei r  possessi ons,  t hei r  st at us and power ,  t hei r  
t r adi t i ons,  t hei r  par t i cul ar  si nf ul  pl easur es.  They t ur n deaf  ear s 
t o t he i nvi t at i on t hat  God of f er s.  
 
     Ver se 21.  The host  becomes j ust l y angr y at  t hi s at t i t ude -  
t hey have been i ndi f f er ent ,  decei t f ul ,  and di sr espect f ul .  He t hen 
i nvi t es t he poor ,  t he l ame,  t he bl i nd,  wher ever  t hey ar e f ound.  
     Those who shoul d have cl ear l y under st ood t he t eachi ngs of  
Jesus because of  t hei r  st udy and knowl edge of  t he Ol d Test ament  
di d not .  Jesus t hen t ur ned t o t hose despi sed i n I sr ael  -  t he 
publ i cans,  and si nner s.  
 
     Ver ses 22, 23.  Af t er  t hese wer e br ought  i n,  t her e was st i l l   
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r oom.  The mast er  sends t he ser vant  t o compel  t hose out si de t he 
ci t y,  i n t he hedges,  and l anes.  Because t hese out si der s woul d not  
consi der  t hemsel ves wor t hy or  pr oper  enough t o go t o such a f east ,  
t hey must  be ur ged st r ongl y t hat  t hey ar e chosen and wel come -  
ever y seat  at  t he f east  must  be f i l l ed.  
     Jesus r eveal s t hat  af t er  t he Gospel  was of f er ed t o t he Jews,  
i t  woul d t hen be spr ead t o t he Gent i l es.  
 
     Ver se 24.  Those or i gi nal l y i nvi t ed who had excused t hemsel ves 
wi l l  l at er  t r y t o get  i n but  wi l l  be r ej ect ed,  j ust  as t hey had 
r ej ect ed Jesus.  The t i me of  gr ace wi l l  have passed and j udgment  
wi l l  come.  
     Her e Jesus r eveal s t hat  i t  i s Hi s banquet  as t he Messi ah and 
t hey have onl y t hemsel ves t o bl ame f or  t hei r  condi t i on.  
 
     The Gospel  message t oday pr ocl ai ms t he same i nvi t at i on -  
ever yt hi ng i s r eady.  Al l  pr epar at i ons ar e compl et e t hr ough t he 
per f ect  wor k of  Sal vat i on t hat  God accompl i shed t hr ough Jesus,  Hi s 
Son.  The r i ch bl essi ngs i n God' s ever l ast i ng Ki ngdom wi l l  be 
shar ed by al l  t hat  accept  t hi s f r ee of f er  by God' s mer cy and 
gr ace.  When t he l ast  i nvi t at i on i s accept ed,  t he House of  God wi l l  
be f ul l .  The t i me of  Gr ace wi l l  be over  -  t he Rapt ur e of  t he 
chur ch,  t hen t he Gr eat  Tr i bul at i on,  and f i nal l y t he Second Comi ng 
of  Chr i st .  
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     Luke 14: 25- 15: 10.  
 
     Luke 14: 25- 35.  Par abl e on For et hought  -  Count i ng t he Cost .  
     Though accompani ed by a gr eat  cr owd,  Jesus was not  f l at t er ed 
by t he si ze of  t he gr oup,  but  set s condi t i ons of  t he t r ue 
f ol l ower .  
 
     Ver se 25.  Jesus'  mi ni st r y i n t r ans- Jor dan has become ver y 
popul ar  and exci t i ng t o t he gener al  popul at i on.  He t ur ns t o t he 
cr owd and l ays down absol ut e demands f or  anyone who desi r es t o be 
Hi s t r ue di sci pl e.  
 
     Ver se 26.  Anyone who chooses Hi m must  put  Hi m f i r st  -  bef or e 
al l  ot her  t i es,  whet her  f ami l y or  f r i ends.  When a choi ce must  be 
made,  t he f ol l ower  must  act  as t hough he hat es hi s r el at i ves -  i n 
t he absol ut e choosi ng of  t he Chr i st .  Thi s i s a st ar t l i ng and 
dr amat i c pr i nci pl e -  t he i mpor t ance He pl aces on l oyal t y and 
f ai t hf ul ness t owar d Hi m.  Any ot her  choi ce l eads t o deat h -  t o 
choose Hi m i s our  onl y choi ce.  Why? For  l i f e!  
 
     Ver se 27.  Jesus cal l s f or  Hi s f ol l ower s t o f ol l ow t he same 
pat h t hat  He does.  One must  be wi l l i ng t o gi ve hi s l i f e f or  hi s 
f ai t h i n Jesus as t he Chr i st .  I n a mor e nor mal  way i t  cal l s f or  a  
per son t o gi ve up al l  hi s sel f i sh ambi t i on and l i vi ng f or  hi s own 
i nt er est s and goal s.  
 
     Ver se 28- 32.  To be Hi s f ol l ower ,  each one shoul d count  t he 
cost  -  what  t hey woul d gi ve up and what  t hey woul d bear .  Jesus 
i l l umi nat es t he concept  wi t h t he t wo par abl es.  Onl y t he mai n poi nt  
of  a par abl e i s i mpor t ant  f or  i t s expl anat i on.  Bef or e under t aki ng 
a maj or  t ask,  one shoul d make sur e he i s abl e t o compl et e t he 
t ask.  Jesus i s aski ng t hat  anyone who desi r es t o f ol l ow Hi m shoul d 
ser i ousl y be sur e t hey ar e wi l l i ng t o pay t he f ul l  pr i ce -  denyi ng 
of  sel f  t o t he ut most ,  f or  Hi s sake.  
 
     Ver se 33.  The cost  i s gi vi ng up al l  t hat  he possesses -  
mat er i al  t hi ngs and f ami l y,  even hi s desi r e f or  sel f - pr eser vat i on,  
ambi t i on,  et c.  Not  t hat  he must  gi ve t hem al l  up,  but  t hat  he 
pl aces Chr i st  f i r st  and l et s Hi m be i n char ge of  Hi s whol e l i f e -  
t hat  under  Hi s gui dance i n Hi s ser vi ce,  hi s hear t  must  bel ong t o  
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Jesus,  and al l  el se f ol l ows f r om t hi s.  
 
     Ver se 34, 35.  As sal t  possesses i t s qual i t y of  seasoni ng does 
i t  have val ue,  so al so t he f ol l ower  of  Jesus must  possess a 
cer t ai n qual i t y t o be of  any val ue.  Thi s woul d be unsel f i shness 
and undyi ng l oyal t y t o Jesus.  Ot her wi se l i ke sal t  t hat  i s st al e i s 
t hr own away,  t he di sci pl e who wi l l  not  t ur n f r om t hei r  si n and 
whol ehear t edl y l i ve f or  Jesus i s wi t hout  val ue and usel ess and 
t her eaf t er  di scar ded.  
     Jesus concl udes wi t h t he excl amat i on:  " He who has ear s t o 
hear ,  l et  hi m hear ! "  
     The wor ds He has spoken have consequence on t hei r  i mmor t al  
soul s.  
     The ot her  choi ce i s t o be a di sci pl e of  dar kness,  a ser vant  
of  t he wor l d of  si n,  t o f i nd no peace and t r ue j oy i n t hi s l i f e,  
and r ecei ve dar kness and t or ment  t hr oughout  et er ni t y.  
 
     15: 1- 10.  Par abl es of  Lost  Sheep and Lost  Pi ece of  Si l ver .  
     Fi r st  t wo of  3 par abl es on t he seeki ng gr ace of  God.  
 
     Ver se 1.  The publ i cans and si nner s wer e out cast s f r om t he 
Jewi sh r el i gi ous and nat i onal  l i f e.  Jesus di d not  r ej ect  t hem,  but  
t ook an act i ve i nt er est  i n t hem,  showi ng and t eachi ng t hem t he 
r oad t o sal vat i on.  They nat ur al l y went  t o hear  Hi m whenever  t hey 
coul d.  Though t he scr i bes and Phar i sees came t o hear  Jesus,  t hey 
wer e st i l l  unwi l l i ng t o have any cont act  wi t h t hem.  They woul d 
consi der  t hemsel ves uncl ean i f  t hey even t ouched a publ i can or  
si nner .  
 
     Ver se 2.  Jesus had no such qual ms.  The Phar i sees consi der ed 
t hemsel ves r i ght eous and f or  t hi s r eason t hey woul d not  associ at e 
wi t h t hese common si nner s.  They quest i oned Jesus about  bei ng so 
cl ose and concer ned about  such out cast s.  
 
     Ver ses 3, 4.  To show t he Phar i sees t he mi sgui ded at t i t ude of  
sel f - r i ght eousness t owar d t he out cast s,  Jesus t el l s t hese 
par abl es.  I n t he f i r st  one he r el at es t he st or y of  a shepher d who 
has l ost  a sheep.  The shepher d does ever yt hi ng necessar y unt i l  t he 
sheep i s f ound,  gi vi ng up al l  sel f - i nt er est  and secur i t y,  l eavi ng  
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t he r est  of  t he f l ock,  not  count i ng t he t i me or  t r oubl e,  onl y t hat  
t he sheep i s f ound.  
     I n vi ew of  Hi s i mpendi ng deat h on t he cr oss,  Jesus was about  
t o gi ve Hi s l i f e t o show t he wor l d how f ar  God was wi l l i ng t o go 
f or  t he sal vat i on of  ever y l ast  per son.  
 
     Ver ses 5, 6.  The second par t  emphasi zes t he gr eat  j oy of  he 
shepher d when t he l ost  sheep i s f ound.  He cal l s t oget her  f r i ends 
and nei ghbor s t o r ej oi ce wi t h hi m.  Jesus i s t r yi ng t o get  Hi s 
cr i t i cs t o see t hat  t hey shoul d be r ej oi ci ng wi t h Hi m when l ost  
si nner s t ur n t o God,  not  cr i t i ci zi ng Hi m f or  pr eachi ng t o t hem.  
 
     Ver se 7.  I n heaven t her e i s gr eat  r ej oi ci ng over  t he 
sal vat i on of  one si nner ,  so shoul d t hey be r ej oi ci ng.  
 
     Ver se 8.  The f i r st  par abl e emphasi zed t he l eavi ng of  
ever yt hi ng and t i me t aken unt i l  t he sheep i s f ound.  I n t hi s second 
par abl e of  t he l ast  coi n,  t he emphasi s i s on t he t hor oughness of  
t he sear ch.  
 
     Ver ses 9, 10.  Agai n t hi s par abl e shows t he scr i bes and 
Phar i sees t hat  t hey shoul d r ej oi ce when one t hat  was l ost  was 
saved.  
     Jesus shows t hat  i t  i s t he out cast s and t hose i n spi r i t ual  
dar kness t hat  need t o be f ound and of f er ed t he sal vat i on God has 
t o of f er .  And t hat  t hose who consi der ed t hemsel ves r i ght eous 
shoul d be happy t hat  Jesus was r eachi ng t hese out cast s f or  God.  
 
     Concl usi on.  
     I n no ot her  r el i gi on i n t he wor l d do we f i nd God seeki ng man,  
i n Hi s l ove and gr ace,  pr ovi di ng a Savi or ,  who i n dyi ng f or  
ever yone' s si ns,  has pai d t he pr i ce f or  our  r edempt i on.  The r est  
of  t he st or y i s God,  i n Chr i st ,  t hr ough t he Hol y Spi r i t ,  seeki ng,  
by means of t en not  seen,  t o save t hat  one.  Ther e shal l  be gr eat  
r ej oi ci ng i n heaven i n t he pr esence of  t he angel s of  God,  when 
t hat  one i s br ought  i nt o t he f ol d.  
     These out cast s wer e dr awn t o Jesus because He was not  at  al l  
l i ke t he sel f  r i ght eous,  pr i def ul  and mocki ng Phar i sees who 
r ef used t o even associ at e wi t h t hem.  Jesus showed t hem t ender  l ove  
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and concer n comi ng f r om t he Fat her ,  seeki ng t o save t hose t hat  
wer e l ost ,  seei ng i n each per son gr eat  val ue.  
     The gr eat est  emphasi s i s on t he commi t ment  of  God i n seeki ng 
t hose t hat  ar e l ost .  The commi t ment  i s not  j ust  t o seek but  t o 
seek unt i l  f ound.  Ther e i s never  a quest i on of  gi vi ng up,  t aki ng a 
br eak,  l eavi ng i t  t o someone el se.  Thi s shows God' s l ove,  gr ace,  
mer cy and t ender est  car e and compassi on f or  Hi s chi l dr en.  They 
t hat  t he pr eci ous bl ood of  Hi s Son has pai d t he pr i ce f or .  When 
t he l ast  l ost  one i s f ound,  t he l ast  chai r  at  t he banquet  t abl e i s 
f i l l ed,  l ook up,  f or  our  r edempt i on dr awet h ni gh,  and Jesus wi l l  
cal l  us unt o Hi msel f .  Amen.  
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     Luke 15: 11- 32.  The Pr odi gal  Son.  
     I n t he pr evi ous t wo par abl es,  Jesus r eveal ed t he seeki ng l ove 
of  God f or  t he l ost .  I n t hi s t hi r d par abl e,  t he emphasi s i s on t he 
human si de.  
 
     Ver ses 11, 12.  For  t he head of  a f ami l y t he Jewi sh cust om of  
t he t i me i ncl uded dr awi ng up a wi l l  t o best ow hi s possessi ons t o 
hi s hei r s af t er  hi s deat h.  Anot her  opt i on:  dur i ng hi s l i f et i me,  
gi ve t o hi s hei r s i n t he f or m of  pr esent s.  Usual l y as wi t h t he 
el der  son,  t he f at her  st i l l  had t he use of  t he pr oper t y unt i l  hi s 
deat h.  The por t i on al l ot t ed t o t he younger  son was gi ven t o hi m 
bef or e hi s f at her ' s deat h.  
 
     Ver se 13.  Once i n possessi on of  hi s i nher i t ance,  t he younger  
son t ook ever yt hi ng he had and moved f ar  away f r om hi s home,  so 
t hat  he coul d l i ve as he pl eased.  I n unr est r ai ned sel f - i ndul gence 
and r i ot ous l i vi ng,  wi t h many wi l l i ng f r i ends who hel ped hi m,  he 
consumed al l  t hat  he had.  I n hi s desper at e sear ch f or  f r eedom f r om 
hi s f at her ' s wat chf ul  eye,  he had succumbed t o t he i nf l uence of  
si n and a downwar d spi r al  t o ut t er  r ui n.  He ended up wi t h not hi ng,  
and was compl et el y al one.  
     To r ebel  agai nst  God,  seeki ng some absur d i dea of  f r eedom,  
one onl y wast es and dest r oys t he pr eci ous gi f t s one has r ecei ved 
f r om God.  Tr ue happi ness i s onl y f ound i n t he expr essi on and use 
of  t hese gi f t s t o gl or i f y God,  and i n r el at i onshi p t o Hi m,  and i n 
ser vi ng one' s nei ghbor s.  
 
     Ver se 14.  Once t he gr eat  f ami ne set  i n,  none of  t he f or mer  
f r i ends who hel ped hi m wast e hi s l i f e and weal t h,  woul d gi ve hi m 
anyt hi ng.  He began t o be i n need of  f ood,  and shel t er ,  and 
compani onshi p.  He was br oke,  al one,  hungr y.  
 
     Ver ses 15, 16.  The onl y j ob he coul d f i nd was t o l ook af t er  a 
her d of  pi gs,  consi der ed by t he Jews as t he l owest  and most  
r epul si ve f or m of  bei ng someone' s ser vant .  Even wor se i s t he f act  
t hat  he i s t r eat ed wor se t han t he pi gs and cannot  even get  enough 
of  t he coar se f ood he f eeds t he pi gs.  He has r eached t he bot t om.  
 
     Ver se 17.  Fi nal l y he comes t o r eal i ze what  a f ool  he has 
been.  Hi s pr esent  mi ser y shows i n cont r ast  what  he had gi ven up by  
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r unni ng f r om t he company and comf or t  of  hi s home.  
 
     Ver ses 18, 19.  He not  onl y r eal i zes what  he had gi ven up,  but  
al so hi s si n f or  t aki ng hi s i nher i t ance and wast i ng i t  al l  f or  
sel f i sh and dest r uct i ve l i vi ng.  He i s pr epar ed t o admi t  hi s gui l t  
agai nst  hi s f at her  and God,  and ask f or  f or gi veness -  expect i ng by 
f ai t h t hat  hi s f at her  wi l l  not  cast  hi m asi de but  onl y expect i ng 
and aski ng t o be t r eat ed as a common l abor er .  Hi s f or mer  pr i de i n 
demandi ng hi s i nher i t ance i s gone -  now he f eel s unwor t hy t o be 
cal l ed hi s f at her ' s son.  He cl ai ms no mer i t  on hi s si de,  but  
depends on t he gr ace and mer cy of  hi s f at her  t o accept  hi m.  
     So wi t h ever y si nner ,  we must  come t o God awar e of  our  
unwor t hi ness and depend sol el y on t he mer i t  of  Jesus as our  Savi or  
who pai d t he pr i ce f or  our  r edempt i on.  
 
     Ver se 20.  Once t he r eal i zat i on was r ecogni zed he got  up and 
j our neyed back t o hi s home.  The f at her ,  meanwhi l e had cont i nued t o 
l ove and l ong f or  hi s son -  even keepi ng an eye out  f or  hi s 
possi bl e r et ur n.  He i s descr i bed as seei ng hi s son when st i l l  a 
di st ance away.  He r an t o meet  hi m and gr eet ed hi m af f ect i onat el y.  
Thi s agai n shows t he seeki ng l ove of  God,  t he f or gi veness i n 
Chr i st  and t he i nwar d wor ki ng of  t he Hol y Spi r i t  -  al l  wor ki ng t o 
br i ng one l ost  i nt o t he Fat her ' s ar ms.  
 
     Ver ses 21- 24.  The son admi t s hi s si n openl y t o hi s f at her .  
The f at her  i mmedi at el y r esponds wi t h compl et e f or gi veness -  
commandi ng t he ser vant s t o get  a r obe,  a r i ng,  and shoes -  showi ng 
t hat  he was accept ed f ul l y as hi s own son -  even t he f at t ed cal f  -  
saved onl y f or  ver y speci al  occasi ons -  a j oyf ul  f east  t o 
cel ebr at e t he r et ur n of  hi s son f r om t he f ar  count r y wher e he was 
l ost  and dead t o hi s f at her .  
     When a si nner  t ur ns t o God he i s l i kewi se accept ed as a 
bel oved chi l d -  and t her e i s r ej oi ci ng i n heaven.  
 
     Ver ses 25- 28.  We now t ur n t o t he el der  br ot her ,  who becomes 
upset  at  t he r et ur n of  hi s f ool i sh br ot her  -  and t he j oyf ul  
cel ebr at i on i n hi s honor .  Thi s agai n poi nt s t o t he at t i t ude of  t he 
Phar i sees and scr i bes t owar d Jesus'  t eachi ng,  and mi xi ng wi t h 
publ i cans and si nner s.  The el der  br ot her  r ef uses t o j oi n i n t he  
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cel ebr at i on and i s annoyed wi t h hi s f at her ' s act i ons.  
     The f at her  had act ual l y gone out  t o t he el der  br ot her  t o 
i nvi t e hi m t o j oi n i n t he cel ebr at i on.  He shows equal  l ove t o t hi s 
el der  son and want s hi m t o shar e hi s l ove f or  t he savi ng of  t he 
l ost  one.  
 
     Ver ses 29, 30.  Fr om t he wor ds of  t he el der  son i t  shows t hat  
he t hi nks of  hi msel f  as t he per f ect  son,  havi ng st ayed and wor ked 
as was hi s dut y.  Because of  t hi s he sees hi msel f  as deser vi ng 
honor  and r ewar d -  f or  hi s wor ks ( not  hi s r el at i onshi p of  l ove 
wi t h hi s f at her ) .  He sees hi s younger  br ot her  as t he t ot al  
opposi t e -  havi ng no r i ght  t o accept ance as son,  havi ng wast ed hi s 
i nher i t ance,  and comi ng back wi t h not hi ng.  He cannot  under st and or  
accept  t he way hi s f at her  has t r eat ed " hi s son"  -  not  " my br ot her "  
-  he no l onger  cl ai med hi m as br ot her .  
     Jesus i s descr i bi ng t he t r adi t i onal  pr act i ces of  t he 
Phar i sees.  They cl ai m t o be pl easi ng God by t hei r  sel f - r i ght eous 
adher ence t o cer t ai n r el i gi ous l aws and speci al  pr act i ces.  I n 
t hei r  col d l i f e of  wor ks,  t hey r emoved t hemsel ves f r om any 
associ at i on wi t h t hose unl i ke t hem -  consi der ed bel ow t hem,  
si nner s not  wor t hy t o be count ed as chi l dr en of  God.  
 
     Ver se 31.  The el der  br ot her  accuses hi s f at her  of  not  gi vi ng 
hi m any speci al  t r eat ment .  Wi t h gr eat  sympat hy t he f at her  r epl i es 
t hat  ever yt hi ng he had was at  al l  t i mes avai l abl e t o hi m.  I f  t hey 
wer e not  enj oyed,  t hen i t  i s t he son' s choi ce t o have l i ved as 
onl y a wor ker  and not  as t he owner ' s son.  
     Jesus i s t eachi ng t he Phar i sees t hat  God has al ways been 
seeki ng t o bl ess t he t r ue bel i ever s among Hi s peopl e.  But  i n t hei r  
spi r i t ual  est r angement  f r om Hi m,  t hey ar e not  even awar e of  t hei r  
poor  and unhappy condi t i on.  
 
     Ver se 32.  The ot her  accusat i on -  t o t he el der  br ot her ,  i t  
seems t hat  hi s younger  br ot her  has been r ewar ded f or  what  he has 
done.  He i s r eassur ed t hat  t hat  has not hi ng t o do wi t h i t .  I t  i s 
onl y r ej oi ci ng f r om gr at i t ude f or  one of  t he f ami l y t o be r euni t ed 
af t er  havi ng been l ost  f or  a t i me.  
     By t hi s,  Jesus i s t r yi ng t o show t he Phar i sees t hat  God does 
not  r equi r e so- cal l ed mer i t or i ous wor ks,  l i ke car ef ul  obser vance  
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of  t he Law and f ol l owi ng out war d f or mal i t i es.  God seeks peopl e t o 
t ur n t o Hi m i n humbl e r epent ance and acknowl edged dependence on 
Hi m.  Then t hey ar e i n a r el at i onshi p of  l ove,  accept ance,  peace,  
and j oy.  
     Do we see our sel ves i n t hi s st or y? I f  so,  wher e? Do we see 
t he j oy of  f ul l  sonshi p and exper i ence t he gr ace and l ove of  t he 
Fat her ? 
     Or ,  do we f ol l ow t he out war d f or ms,  bei ng r espect abl e and 
pi ous,  but  not  enj oyi ng a r el at i onshi p wi t h t he Fat her  and t he 
i mmeasur abl e bl essi ngs t hat  He of f er s us? 
     We ar e not  t ol d whet her  t he el der  son went  i n af t er  t he 
Fat her ' s counci l .  We ar e not  t ol d how t he younger  son behaved 
af t er  t hi s.  Bot h wer e f r ee t o make t hei r  own choi ce.  So al so we 
cont i nual l y have t he choi ce.  
     To some degr ee or  ot her ,  we have al l  chosen our  own way,  t o 
pur sue t he goal s t hat  we l ear ned gr owi ng up,  and under  t he 
i nf l uence of  t he wor l d,  our  own ego and ambi t i on -  and at  some 
poi nt ,  we r eal i zed t hat  f ew of  t hese t hi ngs wor ked out  t he way we 
pl anned or  br ought  t he pr omi sed happi ness t hey wer e supposed t o.  
We r eal i zed our  hel pl essness,  our  hopel essness,  our  l onel i ness.  At  
t hat  poi nt  we t ur ned t o f i nd our  way t o t he wai t i ng f or gi veness 
and l ove and accept ance of  t he Fat her  t hr ough Hi s Son Jesus.  
Thankf ul ness r esul t s.  
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     Luke 16: 1- 18.  
 
     Luke 16: 1- 13.  Par abl e of  t he Unj ust  St ewar d.  
     Thi s par abl e has been used by Chr i st ' s cr i t i cs t o t r y t o 
pr ove an unet hi cal  t eachi ng.  They ar e wr ong.  Fai t hf ul ness of  t he 
ser vant  i s t he i ssue.  
 
     Ver ses 1, 2.  Her e a ser vant  had wast ed hi s mast er ' s goods ( as 
had t he pr odi gal  son) .  When t he mast er  was i nf or med -  he demanded 
an account  of  t he pr oper t y t he ser vant  managed,  t o f i nd t he t r ue 
ext ent  of  t he ser vant ' s t r ansgr essi on.  Si nce he di d not  
i mmedi at el y have hi m ar r est ed,  i t  suggest s t hat  he t hought  t he 
st ewar d negl i gent  or  i r r esponsi bl e -  t hen onl y f i r ed hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 3, 4.  The cul pr i t  used t o easy l i vi ng,  coul d not  
i magi ne doi ng st r enuous wor k or  debasi ng hi msel f  by beggi ng.  I n 
hi s cunni ng mi nd,  he t hought  of  a way t o f eat her  hi s nest ,  so t o 
speak.  
 
     Ver ses 5- 7.  He met  wi t h t hose who owed hi s f or mer  mast er .  One 
by one,  he suggest ed t hey cancel  t hei r  f or mer  debt  agr eement s and 
dr aw up new ones wi t h a consi der abl e r educt i on i n t he amount  owed.  
He r obbed hi s mast er  but  gai ned f avor  f r om t he debt or s f or  
l i ght eni ng t hei r  debt .  
 
     Ver se 8.  The owner  f ound out  about  t hi s devi ous act i on -  by 
whi ch t he st ewar d hoped t o be t aken car e of  by t he debt or s f or  hi s 
t r i cker y.  Si nce t he f or mer  agr eement s had been dest r oyed,  and he 
had spoken t o t hem i ndi vi dual l y,  t her e was no evi dence,  and no 
wi t nesses t o pr ove t he case.  The mast er  had no l egal  r ecour se.  He 
coul d onl y acknowl edge t he shr ewdness of  t he st ewar d f or  hi s 
" wor l dl y wi sdom" .  By not  cont i nui ng t he st or y,  Jesus emphasi zes 
t he cl ever  way men of  t he wor l d act  sel f i shl y t owar d t hei r  f el l ow 
men.  
     Jesus i s poi nt i ng t o t he of t en obser vabl e behavi or  of  t hose 
l i ke t he Phar i sees who,  i n t hei r  sel f - r i ght eous and pr i def ul  
at t i t ude,  r ub t he wr ong way t hose who t hey shoul d seek t o 
i nf l uence -  t he publ i cans and si nner s.  At  no poi nt  does Jesus 
suggest  t hat  t he St ewar d was anyt hi ng but  unj ust .  He was not  
suggest i ng t hat  we use di shonest  met hods.  
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     Ver se 9.  The r ef er ence t o wor l dl y possessi ons i n t he par abl e.  
Jesus cal l s t hem t he mammon of  unr i ght eousness because t hey ar e 
commonl y t he t empt at i on f or  i nj ust i ce -  whet her  i n sel f i sh 
accumul at i on or  use.  Man' s si nf ul  at t i t ude and act i on make t hese 
t hi ngs a cur se t o t he unsaved.  Jesus does not  t each t hat  t hese 
t hi ngs ar e evi l  i n t hemsel ves.  Jesus t eaches t hat  Hi s f ol l ower s 
must  use wor l dl y goods t o hel p ot her s,  and t her ef or e bui l di ng up 
t r easur e f or  t hemsel ves i n heaven,  and t o be wel comed by t hose 
t hey hel ped on ear t h.  
     The unj ust  st ewar d may be t aken i n by hi s f el l ow di shonest  
benef act or s,  unt i l  t hey get  t i r ed of  hi m or  he di es.  
 
     Ver ses 10, 11.  A per son' s char act er  r emai ns t he same,  no 
mat t er  what  quant i t y of  weal t h or  degr ee of  pover t y.  I t  depends on 
t he di sposi t i on of  t he hear t .  I f  i r r esponsi bl e and di shonest  wi t h 
smal l  t hi ngs,  so wi l l  one be wi t h gr eat er  t hi ngs.  Thi s goes f or  
mat er i al  t hi ngs and spi r i t ual  t hi ngs.  I f  unf ai t hf ul  and 
hypocr i t i cal  wi t h or di nar y t hi ngs,  so wi l l  t hey be wi t h spi r i t ual  
mat t er s -  no spi r i t ual  gi f t s or  bl essi ngs can be ent r ust ed t o 
t hem.  
 
     Ver se 12.  Ever yt hi ng t hat  a per son i s and has i s gi ven by t he 
Cr eat or ,  so t hat  a per son has mor e t han enough f or  t hemsel ves,  but  
t hat  t hey may be a bl essi ng f or  nei ghbor s.  To shar e what  one has 
been gi ven by God i s t o honor  God.  I f  a per son i s di shonest ,  and 
covet ous,  gr eedy,  and sel f - seeki ng,  t hen t hey cannot  expect  t o 
pl ease God,  or  r ecei ve spi r i t ual  gi f t s or  et er nal  l i f e wi t h God.  
 
     Ver se 13.  To l i ve f or  t he accumul at i on and enj oyment  of  
ear t hl y goods i s a l i f e of  sl ave l abor  f or  t he Mammon of  
unr i ght eousness.  Even i f  per cei ved as f r ee and i ndependent ,  and 
maki ng choi ces,  yet  t hey ar e bound by t hei r  sl aver y t o t hei r  si n.  
I t  i s not  possi bl e t o ser ve God i n t hankf ul ness and gener osi t y and 
at  t he same t i me,  be gr eedy and sel f i sh,  and gr asp ever yt hi ng t hat  
comes your  way.  
     Our  at t i t ude and act i ons r espect i ng ear t hl y goods show t he 
di sposi t i on of  our  hear t s.  The val ue i s not  how much one has but  
i n what  one does wi t h what ever  God has bl essed you wi t h -  
i ncl udi ng t i me,  abi l i t i es ( physi cal  and spi r i t ual ) ,  compassi on,  as  
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wel l  as shar i ng mat er i al  r esour ces.  
 
     Luke 16: 14- 28.  The Aut hor i t y of  t he Law.  
     The r eact i on of  t he Phar i sees t o t he t eachi ng Jesus had j ust  
gi ven was t o scof f  at  Hi m.  The t r ue r eason was t hat  t hey l oved 
money and al l  t hat  went  wi t h i t .  
 
     Ver se 14.  The Phar i sees t hought  t hei r  car ef ul  obser vance of  
t he Law ear ned t hem t he r ewar d of  r i ches f r om God.  On t he ot her  
hand,  Jesus and Hi s smal l  gr oup of  f ol l ower s wer e cer t ai nl y t oo 
poor  t o cl ai m t hat  God had honor ed t hem.  
 
     Ver se 15.  Jesus poi nt s out  t hei r  compl et e mi sunder st andi ng.  
By doi ng good wor ks as a publ i c di spl ay,  t hey cl ai med t hei r  weal t h 
as pr oof  of  God' s bl essi ng.  Because of  t hei r  sel f - r i ght eous 
obser vance of  t he Law,  t hey t hi nk of  t hemsel ves as pi ous and j ust .  
God,  however ,  sees t he hi dden mot i ves i n t hei r  hear t s,  not  j ust  
t hei r  out war d act s.  
 
     Ver se 16.  The mi ni st r y of  John had begun t he di spensat i on of  
t he New Test ament  -  t he ki ngdom of  God on ear t h t hr ough Jesus Hi s 
Son.  The new message was one of  f or gi veness and f ai t h.  The new way 
of  t hi s ki ngdom was sel f - deni al  and dedi cat ed det er mi nat i on,  
descr i bed as a vi ol ent  change of  l i f e and di r ect i on.  One must  
st r i ve wi t h al l  one' s mi ght  t o ent er  by t he st r ai t  gat e -  a mat t er  
of  l i f e or  condemnat i on.  Most  of  t he Phar i sees not  onl y r ef use t o 
bel i eve Jesus,  but  make f un of  Hi m -  t her eby choosi ng t o excl ude 
t hemsel ves f r om Hi s ki ngdom.  
 
     Ver se 17.  Even t hough a new Gospel  has been br ought  t o men,  
i t  i s not  a di spl acement  of  t he Ol d Test ament ,  but  t he f ul f i l l ment  
of  i t s pr epar at i on -  i t  r emai ns t he mor al  and spi r i t ual  aut hor i t y 
as man' s gui de t o t he way God expect s us t o l i ve.  
 
     Ver se 18.  These l aws ar e not  t o be vi ol at ed -  adul t er y i s 
st i l l  adul t er y.  Today many weal t hy peopl e suppor t  char i t i es and 
shar e t hei r  weal t h -  and ar e r egar ded ver y hi ghl y.  We can be sur e 
t hat  many of  t hem ar e si ncer e and do t hese t hi ngs as Chr i st i ans,  
seeki ng t o f ol l ow t he t eachi ng of  Jesus.  
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     Al so we must  accept  t he f act  t hat  many do t hei r  good deeds 
and suppor t  char i t i es f or  t he pr ai se of  men.  They t hi nk of  
t hemsel ves as good and wel come honor  and r ecogni t i on -  whi ch i s 
t hei r  onl y and j ust  r ewar d.  I n t hei r  spi r i t ual  bl i ndness,  t hey ar e 
as bl i nd and mi sl eadi ng as t he Phar i sees of  Jesus'  t i me.  
 
     A Not e on Mar r i age.  
     By t he t i me of  Jesus,  some of  t he commandment s had been 
compr omi sed by an accumul at i on of  except i ons,  and speci al  
condi t i ons -  al l  l eavi ng men a way ar ound t hei r  or i gi nal  
st r i ct ness.  
     A t r adi t i on of  t he Phar i sees consi der ed t he wi f e bound t o her  
husband -  i n ot her  wor ds,  she had no r i ght s,  even i f  cr uel l y 
t r eat ed.  The husband on t he ot her  hand had t he r i ght  t o di smi ss -  
get  r i d of  -  hi s wi f e f or  cer t ai n ki nds of  t r i f l i ng mat t er s.  Jesus 
cl ear l y condemns t hi s t ot al l y unj ust  pr act i ce.  
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     Luke 16: 19- 17: 10.  
 
     Luke 16: 19- 31.  The Ri ch Man and Lazar us.  
     I n t hi s par abl e Jesus dr amat i cal l y i l l ust r at es t hat  t he 
sel f i sh use of  weal t h,  t hough accept abl e i n t he eyes of  t he wor l d,  
i s an abomi nat i on t o God.  
 
     Ver se 19.  The r i ch man cl ot hed hi msel f  wi t h t he most  
l uxur i ous and expensi ve cl ot hi ng,  and spar ed no expense i n 
abundant  and f ancy f oods ever y day.  The hi ghest  pur pose he had was 
t o enj oy ever y wor l dl y pl easur e.  No doubt  he al so was ver y pr oud 
of  al l  hi s pomp and spl endour .  
 
     Ver ses 20, 21.  I n cont r ast ,  we ar e shown t he pl i ght  of  a si ck 
beggar ,  l ai d at  t he r i ch man' s gat e,  who onl y hoped f or  even t he 
cr umbs t hat  f el l  f r om t he r i ch man' s t abl e.  At  no t i me do we hear  
t hat  t he r i ch man even not i ced t he pi t i abl e beggar ,  much l ess had 
any sympat hy or  compassi on t o hel p r el i eve t he suf f er i ng of  t he 
man.  Onl y dogs t ook any i nt er est  i n hi m,  by l i cki ng hi s sor es.  
Never t hel ess by some means he l i ved f or  some per i od of  t i me,  and 
dai l y l ay at  t he r i ch man' s gat e hopi ng t hat  event ual l y t he man 
woul d t ake pi t y on hi m.  That  never  happened.  
 
     Ver se 22.  Fi nal l y t he beggar  di ed.  Because he t r ust ed i n God,  
and never  became bi t t er ,  nor  di d he compl ai n about  hi s condi t i on,  
or  cur se t he r i ch man,  he was t aken t o t he pl ace of  t he r i ght eous 
dead i n t he pr esence of  Fat her  Abr aham.  No doubt  t he beggar ' s body 
had been bur i ed,  but  wi t hout  cer emony.  
 
     Ver se 23.  The r i ch man al so di ed and no doubt  bur i ed wi t h a 
gr and and expensi ve f uner al .  As i s al ways t he case,  t he r i ch man 
coul d not  t ake any of  hi s r i ches or  pl easur es wi t h hi m.  On t he 
ot her  si de hi s condi t i on was t ot al l y opposi t e of  what  i t  had been 
on ear t h.  Whi l e Lazar us enj oys peace and j oy wi t h Abr aham,  t he 
r i ch man was i n const ant  t or ment .  
 
     Ver se 24.  Whi l e on ear t h,  t he r i ch man had never  had t o ask 
anyone f or  anyt hi ng,  nor  not i ced t he needs of  ot her s.  Now i n hi s 
mi ser y he begs f or  hel p,  i f  onl y a si ngl e dr op of  wat er  t o cool  
hi s t ongue.  He i s t he suf f er i ng one who begs.  
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     Ver se 25.  Abr aham answer ed t hat  t her e was no way t o change 
t hi ngs now.  The r i ch man had chosen hi s own f at e.  I n hi s l i f e,  he 
honor ed onl y hi msel f .  Not  once had he sought  t o honor  God by 
shar i ng t he gi f t s God had bl essed hi m wi t h.  Lazar us,  on t he ot her  
hand,  had accept ed hi s st at e of  suf f er i ng j ust  as Job had -  not  
t ur ni ng f r om God but  t r ust i ng i n God.  By t r ust i ng i n God,  t he 
beggar  had been gi ven t r ue bl essed l i f e f r om God.  
 
     Ver se 26.  What ever  choi ces ar e made i n t hi s l i f e,  af t er  deat h 
t he t i me of  gr ace and choi ce ar e f i ni shed.  Ther e i s no 
communi cat i on or  possi bi l i t y of  change bet ween t hose i n Par adi se 
and t hose i n t or ment  i n Sheol  ( Hades) .  
 
     Ver ses 27,  28.  The r i ch man now r eal i zes t hat  hi s sel f i sh and 
hear t l ess l i f e has put  hi m i n t or ment ,  and t hi nki ng t hat  hi s 
br ot her s ar e l i vi ng exact l y t he same way as he had,  he pl eads wi t h 
Abr aham t o send Lazar us t o war n t hem t o r epent  of  t hei r  evi l  l i f e 
so t hey won' t  end up l i ke he di d.  
 
     Ver se 29.  Abr aham r epl i es t hat  t hey ar e wi t hout  excuse.  The 
Wor d of  God -  t he Law and t he Pr ophet s show t he way of  sal vat i on.  
They have t he f ul l  oppor t uni t y t o do so.  Thi s al so i mpl i es t hat  
t he r i ch man hi msel f  had had t he same chance al l  hi s l i f e t o seek 
God and f i nd t he t r ut h about  sal vat i on and ever l ast i ng l i f e.  
 
     Ver se 30.  The r i ch man i s descr i bed as a t ypi cal  Jew aski ng 
f or  an ast oundi ng si gn t o f or ce hi s br ot her s t o bel i eve.  He want s 
Lazar us t o r et ur n f r om t he dead t o war n hi s br ot her s.  
 
     Ver se 31.  Abr aham r epl i es t hat  i f  t hey have i gnor ed t he Wor d 
of  God and been compl et el y sel f i sh,  t hey wi l l  per si st  i n t hei r  
unbel i ef  even i f  someone wer e t o r i se f r om t he dead.  
     These wor ds wer e pr ophet i c of  many peopl e’ s r esponse t o 
Jesus'  r esur r ect i on.  Thi s woul d be t he si gn f or  al l  t he Jews of  
t he t r ut h of  Hi s bei ng t he Messi ah,  t he Savi or ,  t he pr oof  of  
ever yt hi ng He had pr eached and t aught  and al l  t he heal i ngs and 
mi r acl es He had done.  Yet  He knew t hat  most  woul d cont i nue i n 
t hei r  st ubbor n,  wor l dl y- mi nded,  sel f i sh unbel i ef .  The act ual  
cour se of  event s pr oved t hi s t o be t r ue.  
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     Luke 16: 19- 31 -  Concl usi on.  
     Jesus t ol d t hi s par abl e not  t o gi ve us a pi ct ur e of  l i f e 
af t er  deat h,  but  t o vi vi dl y show t he absol ut e ser i ousness of  l i f e 
on ear t h.  Our  choi ces her e deci de our  dest i nat i on t her e.  That  a 
per son i s r i ch,  power f ul ,  honor ed,  and popul ar ,  who l avi shl y 
enj oys ever y comf or t ,  has no bear i ng on wher e t hey wi l l  be af t er  
deat h.  Onl y i f  t hey have been saved by Jesus can t hei r  dest i nat i on 
be l i f e et er nal .  I n t he same way,  a per son t hat  suf f er s many 
har dshi ps,  pover t y,  i l l ness,  and per secut i on does not  det er mi ne 
t hei r  dest i nat i on.  Nei t her  does i t  r eveal  whet her  t hey ar e bl essed 
by God i n t hi s l i f e.  Just  r evi ew t he l i f e of  Paul .  God chooses a 
l i f e t hat  i s best  f or  us,  t o l i ve accor di ng t o Hi s wi l l ,  t o be 
usef ul  and bear  good f r ui t .  
 
     Not e:  The name Lazar us -  Gr eek f or m of  El eazar  -  means " God 
has hel ped. "  Though i n t he st or y he was i gnor ed and negl ect ed,  he 
l ooked t o God f or  hel p.  I t  i s al so si gni f i cant  t hat  t he beggar  
never  ut t er s a compl ai nt  or  ar gument .  
 
     17: 1- 10.  Concer ni ng Of f enses.  
 
     Ver ses 1, 2.  Jesus i s addr essi ng Hi s di sci pl es -  war ni ng of  
how i mpor t ant  t hei r  exampl e i s;  t hat  t hei r  at t i t ude or  negl ect  may 
l ead t o spi r i t ual  har m t o ot her s -  especi al l y weaker  ones.  So 
t er r i bl e i s t he puni shment  t hat  i t  woul d be bet t er  t hat  t hey di ed 
a vi ol ent  deat h f i r st .  Thus t hey woul d escape t he si n and t he 
puni shment .  
     The dr amat i c way He expl ai ns t he vi t al  i mpor t ance of  causi ng 
anyone t o f al l  i nt o si n because of  one' s l i f e or  at t i t ude,  shows 
t he ser i ousness and necessi t y of  bei ng car ef ul  not  t o l i ve i n such 
a way as t o cause ot her s har m.  
 
     Ver ses 3, 4.  I t  i s al so necessar y t o cont i nual l y be f or gi vi ng 
t o t hose who of f end,  or  si n agai nst  t hem.  Fi r st  t hey must  r ebuke 
and make t he of f ense known t o t he per son.  Then i f  he asks 
f or gi veness,  he must  be f or gi ven.  Wi t hout  t he r epent ance,  
f or gi veness i s not  of f er ed.  On t he ot her  hand,  t her e i s no l i mi t  
t o t he number  of  t i mes one can be f or gi ven i f  i t  i s asked f or .  
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     V.  The f or egoi ng pr onouncement s make t he di sci pl es pr of oundl y 
concer ned about  t hei r  own abi l i t y and r esponsi bi l i t y t o meet  such 
r i ght eous demands,  so t hey ask f or  mor e st r engt h and f ai t h t o be 
abl e t o so l i ve,  t hat  t hey may l i ve wi t hout  of f endi ng and be 
pr epar ed t o f or gi ve.  
 
     Ver se 6.  Jesus poi nt s out  t hat  gr eat er  quant i t y i s not  what  
t hey need,  but  t he r i ght  ki nd;  a l i vi ng vi gor ous f ai t h.  The 
exampl e of  t he ver y smal l  must ar d seed i s gi ven -  because i n even 
such a t i ny seed dwel l s t he ger m of  l i f e pot ent i al l y t o become a 
gr eat  t r ee.  To have f ai t h of  t he same qual i t y,  no t ask woul d be 
t oo gr eat .  Thi s was made mani f est  at  Pent ecost .  
 
     Ver ses 7- 9.  Those t hat  t her eby per f or m gl or i ous t hi ngs i n Hi s 
ser vi ce ar e i n danger  of  becomi ng pr oud of  t hei r  deeds as i f  t hey 
di d t hem on t hei r  own,  and t her eby t hi nk t hey deser ve speci al  
r ecogni t i on and honour .  
     As i n or di nar y l i f e,  i f  a ser vant  onl y f ul f i l l ed hi s r equi r ed 
dut i es,  he does not  expect  t o be wai t ed upon,  and pr ai sed by hi s 
mast er .  Al so a ser vant  of  God shoul d not  become so puf f ed up i n 
hi s own mi nd as t o expect  speci al  honour ,  or  r ewar d f r om God f or  
mer el y doi ng hi s dut y.  
 
     V.  The l esson i s t o r emai n humbl e,  knowi ng t hat  al l  t hey can 
do i n ser vi ng t he Lor d i s t hei r  dut y,  not  ear ni ng speci al  r ewar ds.  
Any bl essi ng and gi f t s f r om God ar e t he r esul t s onl y of  gr ace and 
mer cy,  not  anyt hi ng ear ned or  deser ved.  The gr at ef ul  and happy 
pr i vi l ege i s t hat  we can ser ve Hi m.  
     I t  i s cer t ai nl y a hi gh and r esponsi bl e cal l i ng t o r epr esent  
Chr i st  by t he way we l i ve and act  t owar d and bef or e ot her s.  We 
must  be al er t  t o what  exampl e we ar e showi ng and what  at t i t ude we 
have t owar d t hose t hat  ar e weak or  l ost  -  t hose i n need,  whet her  
physi cal l y,  emot i onal l y,  or  spi r i t ual l y.  We al so need t o cont i nue 
t o pr ay f or  wi sdom & st r engt h t o per cei ve t he l ovi ng & si ncer e way 
t o l i ve,  br i ngi ng honor  and gl or y t o God and Hi s Son Jesus.  Amen!  
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     Luke 17: 11- 37.  
 
     Luke 17: 11- 19.  The Heal i ng of  t he Leper s.  
     The l ast  par t  of  t he j our ney t o Jer usal em,  most  of  whi ch i s 
t ol d onl y by Luke.  
 
     Ver ses 11- 13.  Thi s happened as Jesus and hi s f ol l ower s wer e 
maki ng t hei r  way bet ween Gal i l ee and Samar i a.  Her e t he l eper s ( who 
had obvi ousl y hear d a gr eat  deal  about  Jesus'  heal i ng and ot her  
amazi ng wor ks) ,  have sought  hi m out  hopi ng He wi l l  t ake pi t y on 
t hem.  They cal l  out  t o Hi m f r om a di st ance,  i n obedi ence t o t he 
l aws of  l eper s st ayi ng away f r om t he heal t hy.  They cr y out  
t oget her .  They wi l l  al so obey Chr i st  t oget her .  
 
     Ver se 14.  Jesus her e mer el y demands t hat  t hey go and show 
t hemsel ves t o t he pr i est s t hat  t hey may be cer t i f i ed as pur e,  so 
t hat  t hey may r e- ent er  soci et y.  They ar e heal ed as t hey obey Hi s 
command,  t o begi n t hei r  j our ney t o t he l ocal  pr i est s;  t hei r  f ai t h 
i n f ol l owi ng Hi s wor d was what  heal ed t hem.  
 
     Ver ses 15, 16.  Onl y one,  a Samar i t an,  when he r eal i zed he was 
heal ed,  i mmedi at el y came back t o Jesus,  f el l  at  Hi s f eet  and 
gl or i f i ed God,  t hanki ng Hi m f or  t he mi r acul ous cur e.  
 
     Ver ses 17, 18.  Jesus i s di sappoi nt ed at  t he i ngr at i t ude of  t he 
ot her  ni ne who go on t hei r  way di sr egar di ng t he gi ver  of  t he gi f t  
of  heal i ng.  
 
     Ver se 19.  Jesus t el l s t he Samar i t an t o get  up,  and t hat  he i s 
saved by hi s f ai t h i n Jesus and hi s new r el at i onshi p wi t h Hi m.  The 
ot her  ni ne had no such assur ance.  
     We must  r eal i ze t he gi f t  of  l i f e,  we must  be gr at ef ul  and 
si ncer e i n t hanki ng Hi m f or  al l  t hat  He has pr ovi ded -  secur i t y,  
f or gi veness,  peace,  j oy,  t r ust ,  t hat  i n Hi m we have l i f e -  and 
t hat  i s et er nal .  
 
     Luke 17: 20- 37.  The Sudden Comi ng of  t he Ki ngdom.  
     The Phar i sees ar e aski ng when t he Ki ngdom i s comi ng -  
t hi nki ng of  t he pr ophesi ed Messi ah who woul d est abl i sh Hi s Ki ngdom 
i n I sr ael ,  t her eby def eat i ng t he Romans.  
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     Ver se 21.  Jesus'  r epl y expl ai ns t hat  t he comi ng of  t he 
Messi ah woul d not  be pr edi ct abl e by wat chi ng f or  cer t ai n si gns or  
seasons.  He r epl i es t hat  t he ki ngdom has come t o ear t h by Hi s own 
pr esence and mi ni st r y -  wher eby many have bel i eved on Jesus f or  
sal vat i on and obey Hi s commandment s.  
     He al so t eaches t hat  t he f i nal  comi ng of  t he ki ngdom wi l l  
happen so suddenl y and unexpect edl y t hat  no one wi l l  be abl e t o 
accur at el y pr edi ct  i t .  
 
     Ver se 22.  I n t ur ni ng t o Hi s di sci pl es,  He t el l s of  t he t r i al s 
t hey wi l l  endur e when t hey wi l l  year n f or  Hi s i mmedi at e comi ng.  
 
     Ver ses 23, 24.  Dur i ng t hose t i mes,  many wi l l  t r y t o mi sl ead 
t hem by al l  manner  of  specul at i on about  t i mes and event s and f al se 
Chr i st s.  
     The di sci pl es and al l  t r ue bel i ever s af t er  t hem must  not  be 
decei ved.  When Jesus r et ur ns,  i t  wi l l  be wi t hout  war ni ng and so 
uni ver sal l y vi si bl e as l i ght ni ng acr oss t he sky -  t her e wi l l  be no 
doubt  l ef t .  
 
     Ver se 25.  Bef or e t hi s appear ance i n gl or y,  t he Messi ah must  
suf f er  many t hi ngs and be r ej ect ed by t hi s gener at i on of  t he 
chosen peopl e -  t hose who shoul d have accept ed Hi m as t hei r  
Messi ah.  
 
     Ver ses 26, 27.  I t  wi l l  be as i n t he t i me bef or e t he gr eat  
f l ood.  The gr eat  maj or i t y of  t he peopl e wi l l  be compl et el y 
occupi ed by t hei r  per sonal ,  mat er i al i st i c,  and sel f - pl easi ng 
af f ai r s,  and t ake no heed of  t he pr eachi ng and war ni ng of  t he 
comi ng j udgment .  When t hat  j udgment  comes,  t her e wi l l  be no t i me 
f or  del i ver ance.  I t  wi l l  be sudden and unexpect ed.  
 
     Ver ses 28- 30.  The peopl e of  Sodom had become so engr ossed i n 
t hei r  ut t er l y sel f i sh si ns,  t hei r  pr eoccupat i on wi t h t hei r  
pl easur e seeki ng,  t hat  God' s j udgment  over t ook t hem.  Af t er  Lot ' s 
f or ced exi t ,  t he ci t y and al l  wi t hi n wer e dest r oyed!  The j udgment  
of  manki nd at  Chr i st ' s Second Comi ng wi l l  l i kewi se come at  a day 
and hour  wi t hout  war ni ng.  
     Jesus di d t each Hi s di sci pl es t hat  cer t ai n per cept i bl e si gns  
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woul d pr ecede Hi s comi ng.  Remi nder s t o t hose who wat ch t hat  Hi s 
comi ng was cer t ai n,  but  not  r eveal i ng t he act ual  year ,  mont h,  day 
or  hour .  Thi s appear ance wi l l  be sudden and unexpect ed.  Those who 
have not  pr epar ed t hemsel ves i n f ai t hf ul ness and expect at i on,  wi l l  
be j udged accor di ngl y.  Hi s comi ng wi l l  be sudden and vi si bl e t o 
al l .  
 
     Ver se 31.  Jesus descr i bes exampl es of  t he danger  of  put t i ng 
t he hi ghest  val ue on mat er i al  possessi ons.  Thi s t empt at i on i s 
si nf ul  and sel f i sh and l eads onl y t o dest r uct i on.  I t  i s t her ef or e 
essent i al  t o put  t r ust  and f ai t h i n God al one.  
 
     Ver se 32.  Lot ' s wi f e,  t hough f l eei ng f r om Sodom,  i n her  
t ur ni ng back t owar d t he ci t y r eveal ed her  cont i nued at t achment  
t owar d what  she hi ghl y val ued t her e,  whi ch l ed t o her  dest r uct i on.  
 
     Ver se 33.  The war ni ng i s cl ear  -  t hose who sel f i shl y spend 
t hei r  t i me seeki ng t hei r  own pl easur e,  possessi ons,  and power  ar e 
choosi ng a l i f e wi t hout  God,  denyi ng Chr i st .  They wi l l  at  t he same 
t i me choose a l i f e of  unsat i sf i ed ambi t i on,  i nsecur i t y,  
f r ust r at i on,  and di sappoi nt ment .  
     He who spends hi s l i f e put t i ng Jesus f i r st ,  i n sel f l essness 
and ser vi ce t o ot her s,  and t r ust s Jesus,  wi l l  exper i ence t r ue j oy,  
cont ent ment ,  and peace -  bot h her e and her eaf t er .  At  t he end of  a 
l i f e dedi cat ed t o per sonal  gai n,  al l  wi l l  be l ost .  At  t he end of  a 
l i f e gi ven t o honor i ng and ser vi ng God,  al l  wi l l  be gai ned by l i f e 
et er nal ,  even t hough t he wor l d' s opi ni on wi l l  be t hat  t hei r  l i f e 
has been wast ed.  
 
     Ver ses 34, 35.  When t he Son of  Man appear s i n Gl or y,  a 
compl et e,  f i nal  separ at i on wi l l  t ake pl ace bet ween t he f ai t hf ul  
and f ai t hl ess.  Even bet ween t hose who ar e cl osest  i n l i f e,  t he 
separ at i on wi l l  t ake pl ace -  t he f ai t hf ul  t aken t o be wi t h t he 
Lor d,  t he unbel i ever s l ef t  behi nd f or  j udgment .  
 
     Ver se 37.  When t he quest i on i s asked wher e t he unsaved wi l l  
be l ef t ,  Jesus does not  answer  di r ect l y.  He quot es a pr over b.  
Wher e t hose dead i n t her e si ns ar e,  t he pr edat or s of  dest r uct i on 
wi l l  as cer t ai nl y come upon t hem,  j ust  as car r i on eat i ng bi r ds ar e  
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seen f l ocki ng over  dead meat .  The j udgment s of  God ar e j ust  as 
sur e.  
     The mai n poi nt  i s cr yst al  cl ear .  Our  choi ce i n l i f e 
det er mi nes our  ul t i mat e end.  One day,  ever yone wi l l  have t o f ace 
Jesus.  I f  we have chosen t o l i ve f or  our sel ves,  we wi l l  l ose 
ever yt hi ng.  I f  we have chosen a l i f e of  f ai t h and ser vi ce t o 
Jesus,  we gai n ever yt hi ng.  
     Though t her e r emai n many t empt at i ons and per sonal  weaknesses,  
and we f ai l  t o al ways do what ' s best  f or  ot her s,  and ar e of t en 
sel f i sh -  t he most  i mpor t ant  val ue -  i s what  i s i n your  hear t .  
     We must  cont i nual l y t hank God f or  t he gi f t  of  mer cy and 
f or gi veness.  God knows our  weaknesses and Jesus exper i enced our  
t empt at i ons,  so God' s pl an pr epar ed f or  t hi s.  Jesus pai d t he pr i ce 
f or  al l  our  si ns -  past ,  pr esent ,  and f ut ur e.  Thi s shows t he 
i nf i ni t e l ove God has t owar d us,  and what  He was pr epar ed t o pay,  
i n or der  f or  us t o be r euni t ed wi t h our  Cr eat or .  Now we may enj oy 
our  l i f e beyond measur e and i n a r el at i onshi p t hat  i s et er nal .  
Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

133 
Lesson XXVI I  

 
     Luke 18: 1- 30.  
 
     Luke 18: 1- 8.  The Unj ust  Judge.  
     I n t he pr evi ous ver ses Jesus emphasi zed t he f act  t hat  no one 
wi l l  be abl e t o pr edi ct  t he t i me of  Hi s Second Comi ng.  I n t hi s 
par abl e He t eaches bel i ever s not  t o be di scour aged i f  Hi s comi ng 
seems t o be l ong del ayed -  t hey shoul d per si st  i n pr ayer ,  not  be 
di scour aged but  know t hat  Hi s comi ng wi l l  be exact l y at  t he r i ght  
t i me.  He wi l l  t hen br i ng j udgment  agai nst  t he power s of  evi l ,  and 
r ewar d t o Hi s chosen.  A mor e gener al  meani ng i s al so i ncl uded -  
t he f ai t hf ul  shoul d per sever e i n pr ayer  i n al l  mat t er s even when 
t he answer  i s not  i mmedi at e.  
 
     Ver se 2.  The j udge i s por t r ayed as t ot al l y sel f  cent er ed -  
not  r espect f ul  of  t he honor  and commands of  God,  nor  t he opi ni ons 
or  i nf l uence of  men.  The Heavenl y Fat her ,  i n cont r ast ,  i s hol y and 
j ust  and cont i nual l y pr ovi des f or  t he hi ghest  wel l - bei ng of  t hose 
who cal l  upon Hi m i n pr ayer .  
 
     Ver se 3.  The compl ai ni ng wi dow r epeat edl y goes t o t he j udge 
t o ask f or  j ust i ce.  The el ect  of  God humbl y seek Hi s hel p i n 
pr ayer .  The unj ust  j udge has no r egar d or  i nt er est  i n t he wi dow' s 
case.  On t he ot her  hand,  God knows Hi s chi l dr en,  l oves t hem,  and 
i s i nt i mat el y i nt er est ed i n t hei r  l i ves.  
 
     Ver ses 4, 5.  Though hear t l ess and unj ust ,  t he j udge deci des t o 
r esol ve her  case -  t he onl y r eason bei ng t hat  she cont i nued t o 
bot her  hi m and hi s peace and comf or t  woul d be gone i f  she 
per si st ed i n t r oubl i ng hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 6, 7.  I f  such an unj ust  j udge f i nal l y gr ant s t he pl ea 
of  t he per si st ent  wi dow,  how much mor e wi l l  God,  per f ect  i n l ove 
and r i ght eousness,  cont i nual l y br i ng j ust i ce t o Hi s chi l dr en,  
f or gi vi ng t hei r  si ns,  and answer i ng t hei r  pr ayer s? 
 
     Ver se 8.  At  t he appoi nt ed t i me,  God wi l l  suddenl y and f i nal l y 
put  an end t o t he di st r ess of  Hi s chosen ones.  
     Bel i ever s ar e war ned t hat  t hey must  keep t he f ai t h t hr ough 
al l  t r i al s because Hi s Comi ng i s cer t ai n.  Hi s vi ct or y i s t he 
out come -  no mat t er  what .  The appar ent  del ay l eads t o havi ng  
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mi sgi vi ngs.  The quest i on suggest s t hat  Jesus knows t hat  t he 
maj or i t y of  t he peopl e at  Hi s Second Comi ng wi l l  be non- bel i ever s.  
Never t hel ess,  a f ai t hf ul  r emnant  wi l l  per sever e t o t he end.  
 
     Luke 18: 9- 14.  Par abl e of  Phar i see and Publ i can.  
     Thi s par abl e i ndi cat es t he r i ght  at t i t ude of  bel i evi ng 
pr ayer .  
 
     Ver se 9.  I t  was addr essed t o cer t ai n per sons ( pr obabl y 
Phar i sees)  -  who t hought  t hey wer e t he r i ght eous,  who l ooked down 
on ot her s who t hey r egar ded as uncl ean si nner s.  
 
     Ver se 10.  At  a par t i cul ar  t i me a Phar i see and a publ i can went  
t o t he t empl e t o pr ay.  
 
     Ver ses 11, 12.  The Phar i see goes as f ar  as t o t hank God he i s 
not  l i ke ot her  peopl e -  but  bet t er  t han t hey ar e.  Thi s i s based on 
hi s out war d et hi cal  behavi or ,  pl us he does good wor ks -  by f ast i ng 
t wi ce a week -  mor e t han i s demanded by l aw,  and t i t hes al l  hi s 
i ncome,  not  j ust  cer t ai n ki nds of  i ncome as t he l aw r equi r es.  
 
     Ver se 13.  The publ i can i s a t ypi cal  exampl e of  t he ki nd of  
per son despi sed by t he Phar i sees because of  t hei r  si nf ul  l i f e.  The 
publ i can i s awar e of  t he r eal  si nf ul ness of  hi s l i f e.  He 
r ecogni zes t hi s unwor t hi ness bef or e God.  Thi s i s shown al so by hi s 
r emai ni ng f ar  f r om t he hol i est  par t s of  t he t empl e.  He does not  
even dar e t o r ai se hi s eyes.  He beat s on hi s chest ,  and begs f or  
God' s mer cy -  admi t t i ng he has no cl ai m on t he goodness of  God -  
showi ng t r ue r epent ance.  
 
     Ver se 14.  Jesus decl ar es t hat  t he Phar i see out war dl y put s on 
ai r s of  bei ng r i ght eous but  i s not  seen t hat  way by God -  who sees 
hi s f or mal  and out war d behavi or  al ong wi t h hi s pr i de and cont empt  
f or  ot her s.  
     The publ i can,  i n admi t t i ng t he t r ue st at e of  hi s si nf ul ness,  
acknowl edges hi s hear t - f el t  need f or  f or gi veness by beggi ng f or  
God' s mer cy:  he i s gr ant ed t hat  f or gi veness.  
     He who t hi nks of  hi msel f  so hi ghl y by t hei r  own wor ks,  wi l l  
be humbl ed by God.  He who humbl es hi msel f  bef or e God wi l l  be  
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l i f t ed up by God.  
     We al l  have weaknesses,  as t he Phar i see,  t o t hi nk we ar e 
bet t er  t han ot her s.  We must  cont i nual l y pr ay t o r emai n humbl e -  
never  f or get t i ng our  need f or  f or gi veness -  t her ef or e our  
cont i nui ng need of  Jesus as our  Savi or .  
 
     Luke 18: 15- 17.  Jesus and t he Li t t l e Chi l dr en.  
     Ver se 15.  On a cer t ai n day,  or di nar y peopl e br ought  t hei r  
i nf ant s t o be bl essed by Jesus.  The di sci pl es consi der ed t hi s a 
wast e of  Hi s t i me.  They r epr i mand t he par ent s,  t el l i ng t hem not  t o 
bot her  Jesus wi t h t hei r  chi l dr en.  
 
     Ver se 16.  Jesus exhi bi t ed t ender  l ove t owar ds l i t t l e chi l dr en 
-  i mmedi at el y cal l ed t he par ent s t o come t o Hi m wi t h t hei r  l i t t l e 
ones -  and war ned al l  t hose pr esent  not  t o pr event  l i t t l e ones 
f r om comi ng t o Hi m.  He decl ar ed t hat  such wer e l i ke t hose who 
ent er  t he ki ngdom of  heaven -  t hose t hat  ar e humbl e,  r ecept i ve and 
t r ust i ng,  wi t h si mpl e f ai t h.  
 
     Ver se 17.  Those who do not  doubt  t he l ove of  God and don' t  
r el y on t hei r  own supposed mer i t s wi l l  be t he ones who wi l l  be 
gi ven r edempt i on and t he event ual  bl essi ng of  God' s ki ngdom.  
     Thi s t eachi ng poi nt s out  t o us t he absol ut e essent i al  pl ace 
t hat  t r ai ni ng chi l dr en and mi ni st er i ng t o t hem i n chur ches t akes 
i n al l  t i mes and pl aces.  Each chi l d has gr eat  val ue t o Jesus and 
so al so shoul d t hey be t o each of  us.  
 
     Luke 18: 18- 30.  The Weal t hy Young Man.  
 
     Ver se 18.  A weal t hy,  hi ghl y- est eemed man comes ear nest l y 
seeki ng t he way t o et er nal  l i f e,  aski ng Jesus,  " What  shoul d I  do?"  
He appar ent l y does not  r ecogni ze Jesus as t he Messi ah,  yet  est eems 
Hi m hi ghl y -  addr essi ng Hi m as Good Mast er .  
 
     Ver se 19.  Jesus r epl i es wi t h t he quest i on,  " Why cal l est  t hou 
me good?"  He poi nt s out  t hat  onl y God i s good i n an absol ut e 
sense.  Si nce t he man does not  r ecogni ze Jesus as t he Son of  God 
but  a nor mal  per son -  he shoul d not  cal l  hi m good.  Those who know 
Hi m as t he di vi ne Savi or ,  havi ng no si n shoul d cal l  Hi m Good  
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Mast er .  He r egar ds t he r emar k by t he young man as an at t empt  at  
f l at t er y.  
 
     Ver se 20.  The man asks how he may ear n et er nal  l i f e by hi s 
own deeds.  Jesus r ef er s hi m t o t he 10 Commandment s -  " Whosoever  
does t hese t hi ngs per f ect l y shal l  l i ve. "  
 
     Ver se 21.  No one but  Jesus Hi msel f  coul d ever  act ual l y 
f ul f i l l  God' s Law per f ect l y.  Not  under st andi ng t he f ul ness of  t he 
Law' s r equi r ement s,  t he man cl ai ms t o know and t o have obser ved 
al l  of  t hem f ai t hf ul l y f r om hi s yout h up unt i l  t hat  t i me.  
Obvi ousl y he consi der s hi msel f  r i ght eous and appear s di sappoi nt ed 
t hat  t hi s i s al l  t hat  Jesus t el l s hi m.  Al so appar ent l y t he man was 
not  at  peace,  i nsecur e about  hi s r el at i onshi p wi t h God,  her e 
aski ng t hat  t her e must  be somet hi ng mor e,  some speci al  wor k t hat  
woul d l ead t o peace and assur ance of  r edempt i on.  
 
     Ver se 22.  Jesus doesn' t  r emar k about  t he r eal  t r ut h of  t he 
young man' s cl ai m of  r i ght eousness.  He di scer ns t he man' s hear t  -  
t hough he seeks et er nal  l i f e,  he i s f i r ml y at t ached t o hi s ear t hl y 
possessi ons -  a gr eat  obst acl e.  Jesus t el l s hi m t hat  t hi s weal t h 
st ands bet ween hi m and God.  To gi ve hi s hear t  t o God,  he must  gi ve 
up hi s wor l dl y goods,  sel l  t hem and gi ve t he money t o t he poor ,  
t hen he wi l l  be r eady t o come and f ol l ow Jesus.  He coul d have 
pr oved hi s f ai t h and t r ust  i n God,  not  hi s r i ches.  He coul d t r ul y 
have been r edeemed by hi s f ai t h i n Chr i st  al one.  
 
     V.  That  Jesus'  j udgment  was t r ue i s seen i n t he r esponse by 
t he young man.  He became ext r emel y sad,  unwi l l i ng t o obey Jesus'  
command,  so he went  away di sappoi nt ed,  back t o hi s r i ches.  
 
     Ver ses 24, 25.  As t he man wal ked away,  Jesus expr essed t o Hi s 
di sci pl es t he st r engt h of  t he t empt at i on t hat  weal t h hel d over  
peopl e.  The wor l d t eaches us al most  f r om bi r t h,  t hat  t he most  
i mpor t ant  pur sui t  i n l i f e i s t he never - endi ng accumul at i on of  
wor l dl y goods,  wi t h i t s at t endi ng r espect  and honor  and i nf l uence.  
Jesus poses t he possi bi l i t y of  a r i ch man bei ng saved i n t he 
sayi ng,  i t  i s as possi bl e as passi ng a camel  t hr ough t he eye of  a 
needl e.  No one i n hi s own st r engt h can over come t he l ur e of   
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wor l dl y weal t h.  But  wi t h God al l  t hi ngs ar e possi bl e.  
 
     Ver se 26.  The gener al  vi ew of  t hose days was t hat  t hose who 
wer e wel l - t o- do wer e consi der ed bl essed by God,  and t hose who wer e 
poor  wer e bei ng puni shed by God f or  t hei r  si ns.  Those l i st eni ng t o 
Jesus ask i n sur pr i se -  t hen who can be saved -  i f  t he f avor ed 
r i ch have no chance,  wher e does t hat  l eave t hose bel ow t hem i n 
soci et y,  or  t he poor ? 
 
     Ver se 27.  Jesus r epl i es t hat  no one,  r i ch or  poor ,  has t he 
power  or  abi l i t y t o save t hemsel ves -  but  God does have bot h power  
and aut hor i t y,  as wel l  as gr ace and mer cy,  t o save bot h r i ch and 
poor .  
 
     Ver se 28.  Al most  pr edi ct abl y,  Pet er  speaks out ,  as he 
f r equent l y di d,  r emi ndi ng Jesus t hat  he and t he ot her  di sci pl es 
had gi ven up ever yt hi ng t o f ol l ow Hi m.  I n t hi s way,  he i s aski ng 
Jesus i f  per haps t hey may be i ncl uded i n t he saved cat egor y.  
 
     Ver ses 29, 30.  Rat her  t han gi ve a di r ect  answer ,  Jesus makes a 
posi t i ve st at ement  of  a spi r i t ual  l aw of  t he ki ngdom of  God -  
ever yone who gi ves up anyt hi ng f or  Jesus'  sake wi l l  absol ut el y 
i nher i t  et er nal  l i f e,  and r ecei ve r i ch bl essi ngs i n t hi s l i f e -  
pur e l ove,  peace,  and assur ance of  sal vat i on,  and j oy -  al l  t hi ngs 
t hat  no amount  of  money can buy.  
     Jesus i s sayi ng t hat  t o i nher i t  et er nal  l i f e,  we must  be 
i nwar dl y f r ee f r om t he power  of  ambi t i on,  possessi ons,  and our  own 
pr i de.  We must  seek t o do God' s wi l l  i n al l  t hi ngs.  Whet her  r i ch 
or  poor ,  i n si ckness or  heal t h,  al one or  among many,  we must  
desi r e t o ser ve t he Lor d wi t h what ever  goods,  abi l i t i es,  and 
ener gy He has gi ven us.  
     Amen.  
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     Luke 18: 31- 19: 10.  
 
     Luke 18: 31- 34.  Hi s Suf f er i ng.  
     Thi s i s t he 4t h t i me Jesus t el l s about  Hi s comi ng suf f er i ng 
and deat h ( begun i n chapt er  9: 22, 44;  chapt er  13: 33) .  Fr om her e on 
ever yt hi ng i s under  t he shadow of  t he cr oss unt i l  t he t hi r d day 
and t he empt y t omb r eveal s Chr i st ' s vi ct or y over  deat h.  
 
     Ver ses 31- 33.  Because of  t he dr amat i c t r auma of  t hese comi ng 
event s,  Jesus t akes t he di sci pl es asi de.  He agai n t el l s t hem of  
t he pr ophesi ed event s t hat  wi l l  t ake pl ace on t hi s f i nal  t r i p t o 
Jer usal em.  Her e He adds det ai l s about  t he ways He i s t o suf f er  -  
t o be mocked and abused,  spat  upon,  whi pped sever el y,  and f i nal l y 
ki l l ed by t he Romans.  Pl us t he vi ct or y of  r esur r ect i on on t he 
t hi r d day.  
 
     Ver se 34.  The hopes and desi r es of  t he di sci pl es wer e 
compl et el y di f f er ent ,  even opposi t e t o t he act ual  comi ng event s.  
They wer e i ncapabl e of  t aki ng i t  i n,  and under st andi ng t hat  Jesus 
was f or et el l i ng Hi s own f ut ur e.  Cer t ai nl y t hey had accept ed Hi m as 
God' s Messi ah,  and He had power  and aut hor i t y t o over come al l  f oes 
and est abl i sh Hi s ki ngdom on ear t h.  That  t hei r  Messi ah woul d 
suf f er  and di e was so i ncompr ehensi bl e t o t hem t hat  t hey woul d 
cl ear l y r emember  t hese wor ds af t er  t hey had come t o pass.  By 
t el l i ng t hem,  t hey woul d l at er  r eal i ze t hat  t hese t hi ngs wer e 
known by Jesus,  and He wasn' t  t aken by sur pr i se by t hem -  t hat  He 
chose t o f ol l ow t hat  pat h as t he onl y way t o pay t he ul t i mat e 
pr i ce f or  t he r edempt i on of  manki nd.  
     Thi s had been pl anned bef or e t he begi nni ng of  t i me:  t hat  t he 
Fat her  woul d gi ve Hi s Son as t he necessar y sacr i f i ce:  t hat  t he Son 
gave Hi msel f  vol unt ar i l y t o f ul f i l l  t he gi f t  of  god' s l ove.  Thi s 
pl an was f or et ol d i n many pl aces i n t he Ol d Test ament  ( i . e.  I sai ah 
49, 50, 53,  et c. )  Appar ent l y up t o t hat  t i me,  no Jewi sh t eacher s or  
l eader s had under st ood t he Scr i pt ur es t hat  spoke of  t he Suf f er i ng 
Ser vant  as concer ni ng t he pr omi sed Messi ah.  
 
     Luke 18: 35- 43.  The Bl i nd Man of  Jer i cho.  
     The way t o Jer usal em l ed t hr ough Jer i cho.  I t  was al ong t hi s 
busy r oad t hat  a cer t ai n bl i nd beggar  was si t t i ng,  hopi ng f or  
someone t o gi ve hi m enough t o get  by on.  As Jesus was passi ng wi t h  
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a cr owd accompanyi ng Hi m,  t he man cal l ed out  t o f i nd what  al l  t he 
commot i on was about .  Someone i nf or ms hi m t hat  Jesus of  Nazar et h i s 
goi ng by.  
 
     Ver se 38.  Obvi ousl y,  he had hear d many t hi ngs of  Jesus -  
heal i ngs of  si ck and cr i ppl ed -  t hat  many t hought  he coul d be t he 
Messi ah.  That  He was near by l ed t he man t o i mmedi at el y cr y out  t o 
Hi m as t he Son of  Davi d ( one of  t he pr opheci es concer ni ng t he 
Pr omi sed Messi ah) .  He asked f or  mer cy and an end t o hi s mi ser y.  
 
     Ver se 39.  Some of  t he cr owd t r i ed t o qui et  hi m down -  but  he 
sees t hi s as most  l i kel y hi s onl y chance t o get  Jesus'  at t ent i on -  
so he yel l s out  even mor e f or  Jesus'  hel p.  
 
     Ver se 40.  Jesus st opped and asked t hat  t he man be br ought  t o 
Hi m.  
 
     Ver se 41.  I n or der  f or  t he man t o expr ess hi s hear t f el t  need,  
Jesus asks hi m what  he want s Hi m t o do.  I n t he mi ser y of  
bl i ndness,  he i mmedi at el y r epl i es t hat  he wi shes t o be abl e t o 
see.  
 
     Ver se 42.  Jesus r epl i es,  " Recei ve t hy si ght . "  and t he man i s 
i nst ant l y heal ed.  The man i n r el i ef  and gr at i t ude began pr ai si ng 
God and f ol l owi ng Jesus -  hi s f ai t h had made hi m whol e.  The cr owd,  
when t hey r eal i zed what  had t aken pl ace,  al so gave pr ai se t o God 
f or  t he gr eat  mi r acl e God had wr ought  t hr ough Jesus.  
 
     Chapt er  19: 1- 10.  Zacchaeus.  
     A f ew days bef or e t he cr uci f i xi on,  we see a dr amat i c exampl e 
of  t he f or gi vi ng gr ace of  God as Jesus seeks and saves one t hat  
was l ost .  
 
     Ver ses 1, 2.  Passi ng t hr ough Jer i cho,  on t he mai n r oad t o 
Jer usal em,  t her e wer e many publ i cans who col l ect ed t he cust oms.  
The chi ef  of  t hese was a man named Zacchaeus who had become qui t e 
weal t hy t hr ough t hi s posi t i on.  
 
     Ver ses 3, 4.  Wi t hout  a doubt ,  he had pr evi ousl y hear d a l ot   
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about  Jesus'  mi ni st r y among t he common peopl e.  He was not  l i ke t he 
Jewi sh r el i gi ous l eader s,  who commonl y despi sed and r ej ect ed al l  
t hose who wor ked f or  t he Romans.  They l abel ed al l  such as si nner s.  
Zacchaeus obvi ousl y had a deep year ni ng t o see Jesus f or  hi msel f .  
The cr owd sur r oundi ng Jesus was so gr eat  t hat  he,  bei ng shor t ,  
coul d not  see.  He r an ahead and cl i mbed a t r ee by t he r oad.  A 
r at her  undi gni f i ed t hi ng t o do by a weal t hy and i nf l uent i al  
of f i ci al .  Hi s posi t i on was l ess i mpor t ant  t han seei ng Jesus.  What  
a si ght !  
 
     Ver se 5.  When Jesus came t hat  way,  He st opped at  t hi s 
unexpect ed si ght ,  and l ooki ng up at  Zacchaeus,  cal l ed hi m by name 
and t ol d hi m t o come down,  because He wi shed t o st ay at  hi s house 
t hat  day.  
 
     Ver se 6.  Wi t hout  del ay,  he came down and wi t h gr eat  r espect  
and admi r at i on br ought  Jesus t o hi s home and shar ed wi t h Hi m t he 
ut most  hospi t al i t y.  
 
     Ver se 7.  Among t he devout  Jews i t  was unhear d- of  f or  a r abbi  
or  ot her  r el i gi ous l eader  t o associ at e wi t h or  pol l ut e t hemsel ves 
by bei ng a guest  of  such a publ i can.  They wer e of f ended by t hi s 
act i on,  mur mur i ng about  how di sgr acef ul  t hi s was.  
 
     Ver se 8.  A gr eat  change had t aken pl ace i n t he hear t  of  
Zacchaeus by t he t i me he st ood and spoke i n a spont aneous act  of  
r epent ance,  i n gr at i t ude and l ove,  t hat  he wi l l  gi ve hal f  hi s 
weal t h t o t he poor  and t o pay back f our f ol d what ever  he had 
wr ongl y t aken i n hi s capaci t y as t ax col l ect or .  Hi s new 
r el at i onshi p wi t h Jesus made hi m r eal i ze hi s gr eedy and sel f i sh 
at t i t ude of  amassi ng weal t h and hi s hear t l essness t owar d t hose he 
had char ged mor e t han t he l awf ul  amount .  I nst ead of  t aki ng,  he now 
says " I  gi ve,  I  r est or e. "  
 
     Ver se 9.  Jesus knew t hat  Zacchaeus had been a gui l t y and 
si nf ul  man,  spi r i t ual l y l ost .  But  t hi s day sal vat i on had come t o 
hi m.  Though a publ i can he st i l l  was a descendant  of  Abr aham,  but  
al so now a spi r i t ual  son of  Abr aham t hr ough hi s f ai t h i n t he 
Savi or .  He and hi s house ar e now saved.  
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     Ver se 10.  Jesus st at es t hat  t hi s shows most  cl ear l y Hi s 
pur pose ( as t he Gr eat  Shepher d)  t o seek and save t he l ost  sheep 
( l ost  i n si n and unbel i ef ) .  
     What  we see her e shows t he dr amat i c change i n a per son' s l i f e 
when t hey accept  Jesus.  For gi veness and sal vat i on br i ng about  a 
r edi r ect i ng of  one' s mot i ves and at t i t udes away f r om sel f i shness,  
gr eed and di shonest y t owar ds gener osi t y,  compassi on,  and concer n 
f or  ot her s.  They al so br i ng gr at i t ude and l ove t owar d God and Hi s 
l ove,  gr ace,  and mer cy t hr ough t he sacr i f i ce i n sendi ng Hi s Hol y 
Son t o t ake our  pl ace on t he cr oss.  A gi f t  beyond measur e,  of  
i nest i mabl e val ue and et er nal  i n dur at i on.  I t  i s beyond our  f ul l  
compr ehensi on t hat  our  Cr eat or  pl aces such a hi gh val ue on each of  
us,  t hat  He pr ovi ded such a per f ect  way t hat  we mi ght  be f or gi ven 
and accept ed as a chi l d of  Hi s and t hat  He wi shes us t o be wi t h 
Hi m and Hi s Son f or ever .  He gi ves us a por t i on of  Hi s Spi r i t ,  t hat  
seal s t he r el at i onshi p and wor ks t owar d our  gr owt h and mat ur i t y,  
t hat  we may mat ur e t o f ul f i l l  a r ol e i n Hi s Ki ngdom of  whi ch we 
can bar el y i magi ne.  Tr ul y,  we ar e bl essed above al l  ot her s i n t hi s 
assur ance,  l i ght eni ng our  bur dens,  gi vi ng us a peace beyond 
ci r cumst ances,  a hope beyond deat h,  a f ai t h of  conf i dence i n Hi s 
pr ovi si on and suppor t  of  ever y ef f or t ,  and a l ovi ng Fat her  who 
wi shes us t o cal l  upon Hi m f or  hel p i n al l  our  needs,  concer ns,  
and i nsecur i t i es.  To seek Hi m i s t o f i nd Hi m.  
     As Zacchaeus'  hear t  mel t ed f r om st one t o f l esh,  he began t o 
gi ve -  so our  hear t s shoul d begi n t o shar e what  we have,  bot h 
goods and t i me,  f or  ot her s.  
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     Luke 19: 11- 44.  
 
     Luke 19: 11- 28.  Par abl e of  he Pounds.  
     On t he way t o Jer usal em,  st i l l  about  17 mi l es t o go uphi l l  
f r om Jer i cho,  Jesus t eaches an i mpor t ant  l esson and war ni ng.  
 
     Ver se 11.  He knew t hat  many wer e expect i ng t hat  at  t he 
Passover  i n t he Hol y Ci t y,  Jesus woul d be r eveal ed t o be t he 
Messi ah and t ake over  t he count r y,  as t he ki ng of  t he ki ngdom of  
God,  t her eupon dest r oyi ng al l  of  I sr ael ' s enemi es.  
     Thi s par abl e expl ai ns t hat  t he ear t hl y ki ngdom of  God i s not  
t o t ake pl ace at  t hat  t i me.  That  a per i od of  t i me wi l l  pass whi l e 
He i s away and t hey have a gr eat  r esponsi bi l i t y t o f ai t hf ul l y wor k 
f or  Hi m dur i ng t hat  t i me.  When He ul t i mat el y r et ur ns,  t her e wi l l  
be j udgment  -  t he f ai t hf ul  r ewar ded,  t he unf ai t hf ul  and host i l e 
wi l l  be puni shed.  
 
     V.  The one who j our neyed t o a f ar  count r y t o r ecei ve a 
ki ngdom i s Jesus r et ur ni ng t o Hi s Fat her  t o r ecl ai m hi s honor  and 
gl or y and si t  at  Hi s r i ght  hand as t he Savi or  of  manki nd.  
 
     Ver se 13.  To each f ol l ower ,  Jesus has gi ven t he good news of  
r edempt i on t hr ough Hi m.  That  each of  t hese shoul d be busy about  
spr eadi ng t he Good News f ai t hf ul l y,  unt i l  He comes back t o cl ai m 
domi ni on over  al l  t he ear t h.  
 
     Ver se 14.  The maj or i t y of  t he peopl e and especi al l y t he 
r el i gi ous l eader s r ej ect ed Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 15.  Thi s i n no way af f ect ed t he out come of  t he f i ni shed 
wor k of  Jesus'  deat h,  r esur r ect i on,  ascensi on,  and gl or y when He 
i s exal t ed i n heaven.  When He r et ur ns,  He wi l l  r equi r e an account  
of  Hi s l abor er s i n Hi s vi neyar d and how f ai t hf ul  t hey have been.  
 
     Ver ses 16, 17.  Jesus gi ves oppor t uni t i es t o ser ve t he cause.  
Whoever ,  f ai t hf ul l y,  and di l i gent l y uses t hem f or  God' s gl or y wi l l  
be r i chl y r ewar ded i n t he heavenl y ki ngdom,  whi ch i ncl udes a 
gr eat er  mi ssi on of  gover ni ng t en ci t i es on God' s behal f .  
 
     Ver ses 18, 19.  A l esser  r esponsi bi l i t y and per f or mance wi l l  be  
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r ewar ded i n a smal l er  amount .  
 
     Ver ses 20- 25.  One who i s unf r ui t f ul  i n ser vi ng Jesus wi l l  
r ecei ve no r ewar d i n t he heavenl y ki ngdom.  The bel i ever  wi l l  not  
per i sh,  but  wi l l  be empt y handed and suf f er  l oss of  r ewar d.  
 
     Ver se 26.  To t he most  f r ui t f ul  wi l l  be added t he most  
oppor t uni t i es f or  cont i nued ser vi ce.  One who negl ect s 
oppor t uni t i es i s unf ai t hf ul  and shal l  have no oppor t uni t i es f or  
ser vi ce.  
 
     Ver se 27.  Those who r ej ect  Jesus as Ki ng and Lor d wi l l  suf f er  
j udgment .  The Jewi sh r evol t  agai nst  Rome -  66- 70 A. D.  -  l ed t o t he 
ki l l i ng of  hundr eds of  t housands of  Jews and t he dest r uct i on of  
Jer usal em.  The f i nal  j udgment  wi l l  f i ni sh t hi s pr ophecy f or  al l  
t i me.  
 
     Ver se 28.  Jesus has agai n war ned t he Jewi sh peopl e of  t he 
consequences of  t hei r  r ef usal  t o accept  Hi m as Messi ah.  As wel l  He 
war ned Hi s di sci pl es of  t he necessi t y of  di l i gent l y and f ai t hf ul l y 
ser vi ng Hi m t o t he end.  Then wi t h set  pur pose,  He cont i nued on t he 
pat h t o Jer usal em.  
     Al l  bel i ever s ar e cal l ed upon t o bear  f r ui t  -  whet her  by 
wor d,  or  deed,  i n pr ayer  or  of f er i ngs -  t hus st or i ng up t r easur e 
i n heaven whi ch br i ngs gr eat er  ser vi ce i n t he ever l ast i ng l i f e t o 
come.  
 
     Luke 19: 29- 44.  The Tr i umphal  Ent r y i nt o Jer usal em.  
     Zechar i ah 9. 9 f or et ol d t hat  t he Messi ah- ki ng woul d ent er  
Jer usal em as a l owl y Pr i nce of  Peace,  not  a conquer i ng mi l i t ar y 
her o.  
     As Jesus her e ent er s Jer usal em,  He of f er s Hi msel f  as t he 
pr omi sed Messi ah t o t he Jewi sh nat i on.  
 
     Ver ses 29- 34.  Bet hany was t wo mi l es f r om t he ci t y,  Bet hphage 
st i l l  near er .  Jesus had not  yet  openl y cl ai med t o be t he Messi ah.  
Now He i s goi ng t o announce Hi s Ki ngshi p her e i n Jer usal em as t he 
One pr ophesi ed -  so t hat  ever yone must  t ake si des,  ei t her  f or  Hi m 
or  agai nst  Hi m.  



 

 

144 
Lesson XXI X -  Cont i nued 

( Luke 19: 29- 34)  
 
     As t he Pr i nce of  Peace,  He wi l l  ent er  Jer usal em,  on t he back 
of  a col t  not  bef or e r i dden.  He t el l s Hi s di sci pl es t o go bef or e 
and l oose t he col t ,  and i f  asked,  t o say t hat  t he Lor d has need of  
i t ,  and t hey woul d compl y,  because t hey knew Hi m as Lor d and woul d 
al l ow i t .  
 
     Ver ses 35, 36.  He t hen r i des t he col t  on t he r oad t hat  l eads 
t o t he ci t y acr oss t he Mount  of  Ol i ves.  The l ar ge gr oup of  
f ol l ower s becomes mor e and mor e exci t ed about  Jesus bei ng r eveal ed 
as t he Messi ah -  who woul d t ake over  t he nat i on.  I n honor i ng Hi m,  
t hey spr ead some of  t hei r  cl ot hi ng i n t he way t o sof t en Hi s pat h.  
 
     Ver se 37.  The pr ocessi on r eaches t he hi ghest  poi nt  on t he 
Mount  wher e t hey can see t he Hol y Ci t y.  The di sci pl es and company 
gi ve r el ease t o t hei r  expect at i ons,  pr ai si ng God f or  t he mi ght y 
deeds and mi r acl es,  especi al l y t he r ai si ng of  Lazar us,  t he heal i ng 
of  t he bl i nd,  so r ecent l y,  whi ch onl y t he Messi ah coul d have done.  
 
     Ver se 38.  The mul t i t ude cal l  out  pr ai ses t o t he bl essed ki ng 
t hat  comes i n t he Name of  t he Lor d -  The Messi ah -  t he br i nger  of  
Peace bet ween God and men.  Ot her  names wer e cal l ed r ecor ded i n 
Mat t hew XXI  and Mar k 11.  Expect at i ons wer e hi gh and ent husi asm was 
cont i nual l y expr essed and exci t ement  was al l  ar ound.  
 
     Ver se 39.  Ther e wer e al so some Phar i sees who wer e annoyed by 
t he Messi ani c r ever ence voi ced about  Jesus,  who t hey had l ong ago 
t aken si des agai nst .  No doubt  f ear  of  some Roman r et al i at i on 
because of  t he upr oar  was al so on t hei r  mi nds.  They dar e not  t r y 
t o qui et  t he cr owd t hemsel ves,  t hey ask Jesus t o get  t hem t o qui et  
down.  
 
     Ver se 40.  Jesus r epl i es t hat  t he cr owd i s behavi ng cor r ect l y 
i n hai l i ng Hi m as t he Messi ah.  I t  i s i mpossi bl e t hat  He be not  
appl auded on t hi s occasi on.  I f  t he cr owd was si l ent ,  t he st ones 
must  cr y out  i n Hi s honour  as t he t r ue Messi ah of  God.  
 
     Ver se 41.  I n compl et e cont r ast  t o t he r ej oi ci ng mul t i t ude,  
Jesus weeps over  Jer usal em,  knowi ng t hat  t he ci t y woul d f ol l ow t he 
exampl e of  t he Phar i sees,  and be si l ent ,  t hat  t he maj or i t y of  t he  
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Jewi sh peopl e ar e about  t o r ej ect  Hi m unt o Hi s deat h.  
 
     Ver se 42.  He weeps i n pi t y f or  t he f at e of  t he peopl e who 
r ej ect  Hi m,  t he ut t er  dest r uct i on of  t hem and t hei r  ci t y.  He 
speaks of  Hi s si ncer e desi r e t hat  even at  t hi s l at e dat e t hey 
mi ght  come t o t hei r  senses and accept  t he r edempt i on f r om God He 
of f er s.  He al so r eal i zes t hat  i t  i s t oo l at e.  Thei r  per si st ence i n 
unbel i ef  l eaves t hem bl i nded t o t he sal vat i on t hat  i s bei ng 
of f er ed bef or e t hei r  eyes.  
 
     Ver ses 43, 44.  For  t hr ee year s of  Hi s open and publ i c 
mi ni st r y,  He spoke wor ds of  et er nal  l i f e -  wor ds f r om God.  Hi s 
gi f t  of  heal i ng and mi r acl es,  Hi s l ovi ng compassi on,  Hi s pat i ence 
-  al l  t hese t hi ngs had not  moved t hem -  but  t hey r ej ect ed Hi m and 
chose not  t o accept  or  bel i eve i n Hi m.  Thi s was t hei r  t i me of  
Gr ace.  I t  was over  af t er  Hi s ascensi on.  Wi t hi n 40 year s,  t hei r  
j udgment  came when t he Roman Ar my sur r ounded t he ci t y,  l ay si ege,  
and f i nal l y dest r oyed t he Hol y Ci t y -  l eavi ng not  one st one upon 
anot her ,  nor  anyone al i ve.  
     Thi s happened t o t he nat i on of  I sr ael .  I t  i s t he same f or  any 
i ndi vi dual  who r ej ect s God' s gi f t  of  l ove i n t he gi vi ng of  Hi s Son 
t o di e i n our  st ead,  t hey wi l l  be j udged gui l t y and puni shment  
f ol l ows.  
 
     Anot her  t hought  -  when Jer usal em had been dest r oyed and no 
voi ce coul d pr ocl ai m Jesus -  t he st ones became wi t nesses t o 
pr ocl ai m t hat  because t hi s ci t y r ej ect ed Jesus i t  had been 
dest r oyed.  Coul d Jesus have had t hi s pi ct ur e i n mi nd when He spoke 
of  t he st ones cr yi ng out ,  and t hat  scene i s what  br ought  Hi m t o 
t ear s!  
     Jesus ent er ed humbl y as Pr i nce of  Peace,  not  a mi l i t ar y or  
pol i t i cal  Messi ah.  Thi s cl ear l y showed t hat  t he ki ngdom of  God He 
br ought  was not  of  t hi s wor l d,  but  a spi r i t ual  ki ngdom wher eby 
i ndi vi dual s ent er ed wi t h a new r el at i onshi p wi t h God and Chr i st  as 
t hei r  Ki ng.  
     But  t hi s was not  t he end.  I sr ael  i s agai n a nat i on;  Jer usal em 
i s r ebui l t ,  and t he Jews cont i nue t o wai t  f or  t hei r  Messi ah.  God' s 
gr eat  pr opheci es ar e st i l l  comi ng t o pass and Jesus i s on Hi s way.  
We ar e l i vi ng i n t i mes of  gr eat  expect at i ons of  evi l  and  
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cat ast r ophes i ncr easi ng on t he ear t h,  and t he spr eadi ng of  t he 
Gospel  -  unt i l  t he l ast  Gent i l e i s saved and Jesus cal l s us up i n 
t he Rapt ur e.  Mar anat ha.  
     Even so come Lor d Jesus!  
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     Luke 19: 45- 20: 18.  
 
     Luke 19: 45- 48.  Pur i f i cat i on of  t he Templ e.  
     I n Mal achi  3: 1 i t  pr opheci es:  " The Lor d,  whom ye seek,  shal l  
suddenl y come t o Hi s t empl e,  and t he messenger  of  t he covenant ,  
whom ye del i ght  i n,  behol d,  he comet h,  sai t h t he Lor d of  Host s. "  
     At  t he begi nni ng of  Hi s mi ni st r y,  Jesus had ent er ed t he 
t empl e and cl eansed i t  dr amat i cal l y.  Obvi ousl y t he busi ness had 
been al l owed t o r et ur n and Jesus agai n dr ove t hese sel l er s out !  
Thei r  unhol y pr act i ces wer e evi l  i n t he Lor d' s si ght .  
 
     Ver ses 45, 46.  Many Jews wer e t r ansact i ng al l  ki nds of  
busi ness i n t he t empl e cour t s,  t ur ni ng i t  i nt o a den of  t hi eves -  
di shonest l y t aki ng advant age of  many,  i nst ead of  wor shi ppi ng God 
i n Spi r i t ,  and i n Tr ut h.  Jesus agai n dr i ves t hem out .  
 
     Ver ses 47, 48.  Dur i ng t he l ast  week bef or e Hi s deat h,  Jesus 
dai l y t aught  t he peopl e gat her ed at  t he t empl e.  The Jewi sh 
l eader s,  bot h r el i gi ous and ot her wi se,  wer e gr eat l y upset  because 
He di st ur bed t he st at us quo.  They desi r ed t o get  r i d of  Hi m but  
f el t  i t  t oo danger ous because of  Hi s popul ar i t y wi t h t he cr owds of  
or di nar y peopl e.  
 
     Luke 20: 1- 8.  About  t he Bapt i st .  
     Thr owi ng out  t he money changer s and t he vender s f r om t he 
t empl e was a dr ast i c i nt er f er ence wi t h t he nor mal  busi ness al l owed 
by t he r el i gi ous l eader s.  These same l eader s come t o Jesus,  aski ng 
by what  aut hor i t y He f el t  He had a r i ght  t o do t hese t hi ngs.  They 
wer e wel l  awar e of  Hi s cur r ent  popul ar i t y wi t h t he masses,  and 
most  l i kel y asked t hi s quest i on t o get  a r epl y t hat  woul d make Hi m 
l ess est eemed.  Thei r  quest i on mi sf i r ed by t he manner  i n whi ch 
Jesus r epl i ed.  
 
     Ver ses 1, 2.  Dur i ng t he Hol y Week -  Chr i st ' s l ast  week.  Whi l e 
He was t eachi ng i n t he t empl e,  a gr oup f r om t he Jewi sh Counci l  
came want i ng t o know who aut hor i zed Hi m t o pur i f y t he Templ e.  
Cer t ai nl y t hey had not .  They hoped t o expose hi m as an i mpost er ,  
an i nt r uder  i n t he af f ai r s of  t he t empl e,  whi ch t hey cl ai med as 
t hei r  r i ght  t o r egul at e.  
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     Ver se 3.  Agai n,  He count er s t hei r  quest i on wi t h anot her .  Thi s 
pl aces t hem i n a ver y awkwar d posi t i on,  whi ch t hey cannot  escape 
by answer i ng.  
 
     Ver se 4.  Was John t he Bapt i st  sent  by God and f ol l owi ng Hi s 
wi l l ,  or  di d he t ake i t  on hi msel f  t o bapt i ze on hi s own? 
 
     Ver ses 5, 6.  These l eader s r eal i zed t he di f f i cul t y t he 
quest i on ent ai l ed.  I f  t hey sai d John was sent  by God,  t hen why had 
t hey not  bel i eved hi m,  i ncl udi ng not  bel i evi ng hi m as t he pr omi sed 
f or er unner  of  God' s Messi ah,  Jesus.  I f  t hey answer ed t he ot her  
way,  t he cr owd mi ght  accuse t hem of  bl asphemy,  and st one t hem t hen 
and t her e -  because t he peopl e had r egar ded John as a pr ophet  of  
God and t housands had been bapt i zed by Hi m.  
 
     Ver se 7.  These l eader s wer e cor ner ed.  Though i n al l  pr evi ous 
r el i gi ous mat t er s,  t hey had cl ai med t he r i ght  t o deci de.  Her e t hey 
admi t t ed t hat  t hey di d not  know t he answer  -  i n publ i c.  
 
     Ver se 8.  Though i t  i s obvi ous t hey never  accept ed John' s 
aut hor i t y as f r om God,  and t hey al so r ej ect ed John' s i dent i f yi ng 
of  Jesus as t he pr omi sed Messi ah -  but  wer e t oo t i mi d t o admi t  i t  
bef or e t he cr owd i n t hei r  f ear  of  consequences agai nst  t hemsel ves.  
     I n r epl y,  Jesus r ef used t o answer  t hei r  quest i on.  By t hei r  
r epl y,  t he l eader s wer e exposed as i ncompet ent ,  t her ef or e no 
l onger  wor t hy of  l eadi ng t he peopl e i n r el i gi ous mat t er s.  
     I n ef f ect ,  Jesus br ought  out  t he most  i mpor t ant  poi nt  -  i f  
one does not  r ecogni ze t r ue aut hor i t y when f ace t o f ace wi t h i t ,  
no amount  of  i nf or mat i on or  ar gui ng wi l l  convi nce t hem of  i t .  
     The aut hor i t y Jesus act ed under  was f r om God,  and He never  
hesi t at ed t o f ol l ow t he st r ai ght  and nar r ow pat h t o t he cr oss.  
 
     Luke 20: 9- 18.  Par abl e of  t he Husbandmen.  
     By t he t r i umphant  ent r y i nt o Jer usal em and t he Pur i f i cat i on 
of  t he Templ e,  Jesus had announced Hi s Messi ahshi p.  I n t hi s 
par abl e,  He agai n shows t hat  He i s t he Son of  God sent  by t he 
Fat her ,  and t hat  He i s awar e of  t hei r  pl ot  t o mur der  Hi m.  He ends 
t he par abl e wi t h a war ni ng of  j udgment  and dest r uct i on.  
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     Ver se 9.  Whi l e t he Jewi sh l eader s wer e st i l l  t her e,  af t er  
havi ng quest i oned Hi m,  Jesus speaks t hi s par abl e.  
     The vi neyar d symbol i zes ( as i n sever al  pl aces i n t he Ol d 
Test ament )  t he Jewi sh nat i on of  t he chosen peopl e.  Those i n char ge 
wer e t he Jewi sh l eader s who wer e ent r ust ed wi t h gui di ng and car i ng 
f or  t he peopl e by God.  
 
     Ver ses 10- 12.  The ser vant s who wer e sent  t o get  t he f r ui t  
r epr esent  t he var i ous pr ophet s and ot her s sent  by God t o t each and 
war n t he nat i on of  God' s ways.  They wer e most  of t en badl y t r eat ed 
and r ej ect ed by t he Jewi sh l eader s.  
 
     Ver se 13.  Her e Jesus r eveal s t he r eal  di f f er ence bet ween Hi m 
and t he ot her  messenger s sent  by God.  He pl ai nl y por t r ays Hi msel f  
as t he Son Who was t he l ast  one sent  t o t he nat i on,  i ndeed t o t he 
whol e wor l d.  At  Hi s comi ng,  t he peopl e had t hei r  l ast  chance t o 
accept  God' s l ove.  
 
     Ver ses 14- 16.  Dur i ng Hi s publ i c mi ni st r y t hese l eader s had 
al r eady been wor ki ng agai nst  Hi m,  pl anni ng Hi s deat h.  Just  as t he 
evi l  husbandmen pl anned t o ki l l  t he owner ' s son,  t hi nki ng t hey 
woul d t hen own t he vi neyar d.  Nei t her  r eal i zed t hat  t he owner ,  God 
Hi msel f ,  woul d come and woul d cal l  t hem t o account  and br i ng 
j udgment  upon t hem.  Bel i ever s i n Jesus wi l l  be gi ven t he car e of  
t he vi neyar d and be t he l eader ' s of  God' s peopl e f r om what ever  
nat i on.  
 
     Ver se 17.  Beyond t hi s t he bel oved Son who i s ki l l ed wi l l  
t r i umph over  deat h and al l  ot her  f or ces,  and be exal t ed t o new 
Gl or y -  becomi ng t he cor ner - st one of  t he et er nal  di vi ne t empl e of  
God,  t o be compl et ed by ever y t r ue bel i ever .  
 
     Ver se 18.  As one who i s spi r i t ual l y bl i nd who comes upon 
Jesus as a st umbl i ng- bl ock i n t he way of  t hei r  pat h,  t hey wi l l  
f al l  and be i nj ur ed.  Thi s i s j ust  as one wal ki ng,  who t r i ps and 
f al l s upon anyt hi ng i n t hei r  way.  Al so one who per si st s i n 
unbel i ef  t hei r  ent i r e l i f e wi l l  ul t i mat el y f ace t he j udgment  of  
Chr i st  wher eupon t hey wi l l  be t ur ned t o dust ,  as woul d happen i f  a 
t r emendous st one cr ashed down upon t hem.  
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     Though t er r i bl e j udgment  came on t he Jewi sh nat i on when t he 
Roman Ar my cr ushed t he Jewi sh r evol t  and dest r oyed t he ci t y -  
st i l l  t he f i nal  j udgment  i s yet  t o come upon al l  f ai t hl ess and 
di sobedi ent  ones,  wher e ever y knee shal l  bow and ever y t ongue 
conf ess t hat  Jesus i s Lor d of  al l .  
 
     Not e on t he Nat i on.  
     I sr ael  was t he chosen nat i on -  t o pr epar e f or  and br i ng f or t h 
t he pr omi sed Messi ah.  They al so became t he ones who br ought  Hi m t o 
t he cr oss.  
     Jesus spoke wi t h aut hor i t y,  showi ng Hi s di vi ne uni t y wi t h t he 
Fat her  -  Al l  t he pr ophet s opened t hei r  messages wi t h " Thus sai t h 
t he Lor d. "  Jesus spoke t he wor ds of  t he Fat her  as Hi s own.  
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     Luke 20: 19- 40.  
 
     Luke 20: 19- 26.  Gi vi ng Tr i but e.  
     Jesus had j ust  gi ven t he scr i bes and Phar i sees a st er n 
war ni ng wi t hi n t he par abl e of  t he husbandmen.  They wi shed t o cat ch 
Hi m i n some f aul t  so t hey coul d ar r est  Hi m.  The mul t i t ude,  
however ,  t hey f ear ed.  
 
     Ver ses 19, 20.  Jesus st i l l  hel d gr eat  sway over  t hem.  The Jews 
devi sed a pl an t o di sf avor  Hi m bef or e t he peopl e,  and get  Hi m i nt o 
t r oubl e wi t h t he Roman aut hor i t i es.  They send Hi m a smal l  gr oup of  
t hei r  f ol l ower s ( not  t he of f i ci al  member s of  t he Sanhedr i n)  t o act  
l i ke si ncer e seeker s of  t r ut h f r om Jesus.  I n t hi s non-
conf r ont at i onal  way,  t hey hope t o cat ch Jesus of f - guar d by Hi s 
answer s t o t hei r  quest i on.  They al so r epr esent ed Her od -  t he 
gover nor  -  i n cahoot s wi t h t he Phar i sees,  nor mal l y bi t t er  enemi es,  
now uni t ed t o t r y t o el i mi nat e t hei r  common f oe.  
 
     Ver se 21.  Thei r  at t ack begi ns wi t h f l at t er y -  sayi ng t hat  not  
havi ng f ound t he answer  el sewher e,  t hey come t o Hi m as a t r ut h-
t el l i ng t eacher  of  God.  What  t hey sai d of  Hi m was t r ue even t hough 
i t  i s unl i kel y t hey bel i eved i t  t hemsel ves.  
 
     Ver se 22.  Af t er  t hei r  f l ower y i nt r oduct i on,  t hey br i ng f or t h 
t he t r i ck quest i on:  " I s i t  l awf ul  t o pay t r i but e t o Caesar  or  
not ?"  They hope t hat  He wi l l  answer  so t hat  t hey may r epor t  Hi m t o 
t he Roman aut hor i t i es,  as a r ebel  and r ej ect or  of  Roman aut hor i t y.  
They coul d not  concei ve of  Hi m sayi ng t hat  t r i but e shoul d be 
gi ven.  I f  He was t he Messi ah as He now pr ocl ai med,  He was t he one 
t hat  t he peopl e expect ed t o br eak t he unhol y yoke of  t he Romans.  
To answer  not  t o gi ve t r i but e coul d be const r ued as Hi m t r yi ng t o 
i nci t e t he peopl e t o i nsur r ect i on.  At  Jesus'  t r i al  ( 23: 2) ,  He was 
f al sel y accused of  t hi s ver y t hi ng,  t hough He had publ i cl y t aught  
t he compl et e opposi t e.  
     They demand a " yes"  or  " no"  answer .  
 
     Ver se 24.  I n r epl y,  Jesus asks t hat  t hey pr ovi de Hi m wi t h a 
Roman coi n t hat  had Caesar ' s i mage on i t .  Thi s was obvi ousl y a 
compl et el y unexpect ed move,  bot h dr amat i c and suspensef ul .  When 
t he coi n was br ought ,  i nst ead of  gi vi ng t he r equest ed " yes"  or   
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" no" ,  Jesus asks t hem a quest i on t o i nt r oduce t he answer  He i s 
goi ng t o gi ve.  
     He asks,  " Whose i mage and super scr i pt i on ar e on t he coi n?"  
They acknowl edge t hat  i t  i s Caesar ' s.  Al l  pr esent  f ocus on t he 
f act  t hat  t hese coi ns ar e wi del y i n use among t he Jews,  t hough 
t hey come f r om Rome bear i ng t he emper or ' s i mage.  Thi s shows t hat  
t he Jews had accept ed as a pr act i cal  r eal i t y t he i mper i al  r ul e.  
The gener al l y accept ed vi ew of  t he t i me was t hat  a r ul er ' s power  
ext ended as f ar  as hi s coi ns wer e i n use.  
 
     Ver se 25.  Jesus now mast er f ul l y gi ves Hi s f or cef ul  r epl y,  
" Render  unt o Caesar  t he t hi ngs t hat  ar e Caesar ' s! "  He cl ear l y 
st at es t hat  t hey must  pay t r i but e t o Caesar ,  because he i s t hei r  
r ul er .  At  no poi nt  i n Hi s mi ni st r y had Jesus done or  sai d anyt hi ng 
agai nst  t he r ul e of  Rome.  Wi t hi n God' s pr ovi dence,  human 
gover nment s ar e t o be r espect ed and t hei r  l aws obeyed ( at  l east  so 
f ar  as t hese di d not  conf l i ct  wi t h one' s hi gher  l oyal t y due t o 
God) .  
     Jesus i mmedi at el y gi ves t he second r epl y -  t he most  
i mpor t ant ,  " and unt o God t he t hi ngs whi ch ar e God' s! "  
     Obedi ence t o human aut hor i t y i s a command of  God,  and 
t her ef or e t o do t hi s i n r eal i t y i s a par t  of  t he obedi ence due t o 
God.  Above al l  di vi ne r ever ence and l oyal  dedi cat i on ar e due t o 
Hi m who i s Ki ng of  al l  ki ngs and Lor d of  al l  l or ds,  He who cr eat ed 
and r ul es t he uni ver se.  
 
     Ver se 26.  So t ot al l y obvi ous and l ogi cal  was t hi s answer ,  so 
br i l l i ant l y spoken,  al l  wer e amazed and dumbf ounded.  Thei r  desi gn 
t o t r ap Jesus i n t hei r  l oaded quest i on had ut t er l y f ai l ed.  The 
young gr oup of  quest i oner s depar t ed,  havi ng succeeded at  not hi ng 
t hey wer e sent  t o do.  The Jewi sh l eader s wer e so set  on dest r oyi ng 
Jesus,  t hat  l at er  t hey had Jesus accused bef or e Pi l at e,  of  
f or bi ddi ng t o gi ve t r i but e t o Caesar .  23: 2.  
     Lat er ,  Paul  wr i t es on t he subj ect  of  ci vi l  aut hor i t y,  f ur t her  
expl ai ni ng what  Jesus t aught  about  our  obl i gat i ons.  Romans 13: 1- 7;  
1 Cor i nt hi ans 6: 1- 4;  Ti mot hy 2: 1- 4;  Ti t us 3: 1.  
 
     20: 27- 40.  The Sadducees and t he Resur r ect i on.  
     Some Sadducees wer e member s of  t he Sanhedr i n and some wer e  
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al so pr i est s.  Some wer e among t hose who ear l i er  had asked Jesus,  
by whose aut hor i t y He act ed.  They had been put  t o shame -  
concer ni ng John t he Bapt i st .  Her e t hey ar e agai n posi ng a quest i on 
t hey sur el y t hought  woul d put  Jesus i n conf usi on and cause Hi m t o 
embar r ass Hi msel f  bef or e t he mul t i t ude.  Thi s woul d r ai se t hei r  own 
r eput at i on as t he ones who baf f l ed t he Mast er .  No such l uck!  
 
     Ver ses 27- 33.  Deut er onomy 25: 5 st at es t hat  i f  br ot her s l i ve 
t oget her ,  and one di es chi l dl ess,  one of  hi s br ot her s shal l  mar r y 
hi s wi dow,  and t he f i r st bor n son of  t he wi dow shal l  bear  t he name 
of  t he dead br ot her .  
     Now t he Sadducees di d not  bel i eve i n t he r esur r ect i on.  Fr om 
many of  t he wor ds of  Jesus,  t hey had got t en t he i mpr essi on t hat  He 
di d bel i eve i n i t .  So t hey had put  t oget her  a r i di cul ous si t uat i on 
of  seven br ot her s each chi l dl ess and mar r yi ng t he same woman i n 
t ur n.  Then t he quest i on:  I f  t her e i s a r esur r ect i on,  whose wi f e 
woul d she be? I n such a r i di cul ous si t uat i on,  t hey t hought  t her e 
coul d onl y be a r i di cul ous answer .  They wer e al so t r yi ng t o make 
bel i ef  i n t he r esur r ect i on t o al so appear  f ool i sh.  
 
     Ver ses 34, 35.  The r epl y of  Jesus shoot s down t hei r  whol e 
scheme.  Fi r st  He poi nt s out  t hat  r esur r ect i on f r om t he dead i s not  
t o cont i nue nor mal  ear t hl y l i f e,  but  i nt o a bl essed l i f e wi t h God,  
and onl y t hose account ed wor t hy woul d be t her e.  
     The maj or i t y of  Jews at  t hat  t i me t hought  t hat  bei ng among 
God' s chosen peopl e meant  al l  Jews woul d i nher i t  t hat  heavenl y 
l i f e.  
 
     Ver se 36.  Jesus f ur t her  expl ai ns t hat  i n heaven al l  wi l l  be 
i mmor t al ,  t r ansf or med bei ngs -  t hus t her e i s no l onger  need of  
mar r i age,  si nce t her e wi l l  be no need of  havi ng chi l dr en t o 
mai nt ai n t he r ace.  For  t her e woul d be no mor e deat h.  
     Ther e peopl e wi l l  have gl or i f i ed bodi es t hat  wi l l  shar e God' s 
di vi ne nat ur e as angel s,  and t her ef or e wi l l  not  f ace deat h agai n.  
By Hi s expl anat i on,  Jesus shows how i gnor ant  and l acki ng i n 
under st andi ng t he Sadducees ar e.  
 
     Ver ses 37, 38.  Af t er  showi ng t hem t hei r  compl et e 
mi sunder st andi ng of  t he r esur r ect i on,  Jesus goes on t o show t hat   
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Moses ( who t hey t hought  di dn' t  bel i eve i n t he r esur r ect i on)  di d 
acknowl edge t he r esur r ect i on when God had spoken t o hi m at  t he 
bur ni ng bush.  I t  was many year s af t er  t he deat h of  t he f i r st  
pat r i ar chs,  yet  God spoke of  Hi msel f  as t he God of  Abr aham,  t he 
God of  I saac,  and t he God of  Jacob.  I f  He i s t hei r  God i n t he 
pr esent ,  t hen t hey must  be st i l l  i n exi st ence.  He i s t he God of  
t he l i vi ng,  not  t he dead.  Hi s covenant  wi t h t hem i s ever l ast i ng 
and per sonal .  Thi s coul d onl y be t r ue i f  t hey wer e st i l l  l i vi ng.  
 
     Ver se 39.  Thi s was a br i l l i ant  and wi se expl anat i on wi t h Ol d 
Test ament  scr i pt ur e as r eveal ed t r ut h.  Some pr esent  ( some of  t he 
scr i bes,  or  Phar i sees who bel i eved i n t he r esur r ect i on)  openl y 
acknowl edged t hat  Hi s answer  was sol i d and convi nci ng.  
 
     Ver se 40.  The quest i oner s wer e put  i n t hei r  pl ace and shown 
how wr ong t hei r  i deas wer e,  t hat  none of  t hem had t he ner ve t o 
r ai se anot her  quest i on.  Case cl osed.  
 
     We ar e t hankf ul  t hat  t he quest i on was r ai sed f or  at  l east  one 
r eason.  I t  gave occasi on f or  Jesus t o expl ai n aut hor i t at i vel y t he 
mai n f act s about  t he r esur r ect i on and det ai l s about  t he nat ur e of  
heavenl y l i f e.  Onl y Jesus,  Who had been t her e,  coul d know,  and 
t her ef or e expl ai n t hem.  He al so woul d soon be pr oof  of  what  He 
sai d by Hi s own deat h,  r esur r ect i on,  and ascensi on t o heaven.  Hi s 
appear ances af t er  Hi s r esur r ect i on r eveal ed t he nat ur e of  a 
gl or i f i ed body.  Thi s he al so emphasi zed,  t hat  al l  who f ol l ow Hi m 
woul d shar e i n t hi s new l i f e wi t h Hi m,  and He al so pr omi sed t hat  
He woul d r et ur n i n l i ke manner  at  t he Second Comi ng.  
     Al l  t r ue bel i ever s wi l l  shar e i n t he r esur r ect i on f r om t he 
dead,  whi ch i ndi cat es a dest i nat i on.  The r esur r ect i on of  al l  
ot her s i s cal l ed t he r esur r ect i on t o j udgment ,  and onl y t he gui l t y 
wi l l  be t her e,  t hei r  ul t i mat e dest i nat i on i s l i ke an et er nal  
deat h,  dar kness,  and wi t h no cont act  wi t h God -  no l i ght ,  no l ove,  
no peace -  t her e shal l  be weepi ng and gnashi ng of  t eet h.  
     Thank God we ar e of  t he f i r st  r esur r ect i on and even now enj oy 
a f or et ast e of  heaven i n t he pr esent  r el at i onshi p we enj oy,  wi t h 
t he Fat her ,  t he Son,  and t he Hol y Spi r i t .  
     What  f or gi veness,  accept ance,  l ove,  and compassi on.  We now 
exper i ence i mper f ect l y what  wi l l  one day be f ul l  and compl et e and  
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et er nal .  I magi ne bei ng f or ever  i n t he pr esence of  t he Lor d i n 
heaven among al l  t he sai nt s of  al l  t he ages,  and t he ot her  
heavenl y bei ngs,  si ngi ng pr ai se t o t he Lamb and gl or y t o God i n 
t he hi ghest .  
     Even so,  come Lor d Jesus,  Amen.  
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     Luke 20: 41- 21: 24.  
 
     Luke 20: 41- 44.  Chr i st ,  t he Son of  Davi d.  
     Unt i l  t he ver y end,  Jesus t r i ed t o awaken i n t he Jewi sh 
l eader s an under st andi ng of  t he Tr ut h He came t o f ul f i l l  -  by 
t hei r  own hi ghl y r egar ded Scr i pt ur es.  He t r i ed t o show t hem t he 
t hi ngs concer ni ng t he Messi ah t hat  t hey mi ght  r ef l ect  on and open 
t hei r  hear t s t o bel i eve i n Hi m.  He had deep sor r ow,  seei ng t he 
per si st ent  di sbel i ef  of  t hese col d- hear t ed peopl e,  knowi ng t he 
comi ng j udgment  and dest r uct i on t hat  wi l l  be br ought  t o al l  of  
I sr ael .  These wer e war ni ngs and cal l s t o r epent ance t o bel i eve i n 
Hi m,  and t hus avoi d t he consequence of  t hei r  bl i ndness.  
 
     Ver se 41.  The Jewi sh l eader s had not  l ear ned i n t he Ol d 
Test ament  pr opheci es t hat  t he pr omi sed Messi ah was t o be mor e t han 
an ear t hl y r ul er  -  but  t he suf f er i ng ser vant  sent  t o r edeem t he 
l ost .  Thi s quest i on f ocused on t he commonl y hel d i dea t hat  t he 
Chr i st  was t o mer el y be a human descendant  of  Davi d.  
 
     Ver ses 42- 44.  He cal l ed t hem t o t hi nk about  Davi d' s Son,  
descr i bed i n Psal m 110 as cal l i ng t he Messi ah Hi s Lor d.  
     The Ol d Test ament  sever al  t i mes i dent i f i ed t he comi ng Messi ah 
as bei ng i n t he f ami l y of  Davi d ( 2 Samuel  8: 29;  I sai ah 9: 5- 7;  
Mi cah 5: 2) .  Jesus was cl ai mi ng t hi s descent  as wel l  as bei ng t he 
Son of  God,  t her ef or e t he Lor d of  al l ,  i ncl udi ng Davi d hi msel f !  
     The out st andi ng i mpor t ance of  t he Ol d Test ament  i s i t s 
pr omi ses of  r edempt i on t hr ough t he ages,  r ecor ded by many 
pr ophet s,  and t he sacr i f i ci al  cer emoni es of  t he Templ e.  They 
cont ai n a r ecogni zabl e r ecor d of  t hi ngs t hat  poi nt  t o and pr omi se 
t he comi ng of  Jesus.  Of  al l  t he pr opheci es of  t he Ol d Test ament ,  
mor e of  t hem act ual l y poi nt  t o Hi s second comi ng i n Gl or y,  as Lor d 
of  Lor ds,  and Ki ng of  Ki ngs -  of  whom God has sai d,  " Si t  t hou at  
my r i ght  hand,  unt i l  I  make t hi ne enemi es t hy f oot st ool . "  ( Psal m 
110: 1. )  
 
     Luke 20: 45- 47.  War ni ng Agai nst  t he Scr i bes.  
     Though Jesus had gr eat  sor r ow over  t he condi t i on of  t he 
nat i on' s l eader s,  whi ch wi l l  l ead t o dest r uct i on,  He openl y 
decl ar es t hei r  common si ns.  He al so i s awar e of  t he r eact i on t hey 
wi l l  have -  t hi s wi l l  f ur t her  f an t hei r  r age f or  pl ot t i ng f or  Hi s  
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deat h.  
 
     Ver ses 45- 47.  Jesus war ns Hi s f ol l ower s agai nst  t he scr i bes,  
t hat  t hey i n t hei r  pr i de gr eat l y appr eci at e bei ng r ecogni zed and 
honor ed i n publ i c -  f or  t hei r  except i onal  pi et y.  On t he ot her  
hand,  i n pr i vat e t hey ar e l acki ng i n compassi on,  t hat  t hey do not  
hesi t at e t o depr i ve t he l onel y and hel pl ess ( such as wi dows) .  They 
wer e al so known f or  t hei r  l ong publ i c pr ayer s.  They had many 
oppor t uni t i es t o l ead ot her s and t o do good but  t hey chose 
ot her wi se.  
     We al so have gr eat  r esponsi bi l i t i es t o avoi d hypocr i sy -  
act i ng pi ous and pr oud,  whi l e f ol l owi ng our  own sel f i sh and gr eedy 
desi r es.  
 
     Luke 21: 1- 4.  The Poor  Wi dow' s Mi t e.  
     The opponent s of  Jesus had been si l enced by Hi s aut hor i t at i ve 
and i l l umi nat i ng answer s.  No one had t he ner ve t o ask any mor e 
t r i ck quest i ons.  He had war ned t he peopl e agai nst  t he f al se 
t r adi t i ons and hypocr i t i cal  ways of  t he Jewi sh spi r i t ual  l eader s.  
Now was a moment  of  cal m.  
 
     Ver se 1.  Jesus not i ced some of  t he weal t hy Jews pl aci ng gi f t s 
i nt o t he t empl e t r easur y.  
 
     Ver se 2.  Then,  a poor  wi dow comes and put s i n t wo smal l  coi ns 
of  ver y l i t t l e val ue.  
 
     Ver ses 3, 4.  The cont r i but i ons of  t he r i ch l ef t  Jesus unmoved.  
He knew t hat  t hei r  cont r i but i ons wer e no sacr i f i ce,  comi ng f r om 
t he over - abundance of  wor l dl y goods and weal t h t hey possessed.  
     On t he cont r ar y,  t he poor  wi dow gave al l  of  t he money t hat  
she had t o l i ve  on -  cost i ng her  a gr eat  deal  -  but  i t  showed t he 
desi r e of  her  hear t  t o gi ve t o God what  she had,  t r ust i ng i n God 
t hat  she woul d be pr ovi ded a way t o ear n agai n what  i t  woul d t ake 
t o t ake car e of  her  needs,  and t hose i n her  househol d.  
     The t r ue val ue of  t he gi f t  l i es i n t he at t i t ude and spi r i t  i n 
whi ch t he gi f t  i s gi ven.  Those who i n gi vi ng of  t hei r  sur pl us 
t hi nk t hat  t hi s i s ear ni ng mer i t ,  pl easi ng God.  They ar e f ool i ng 
t hemsel ves.  They gi ve but  hol d on t o mor e -  showi ng t hei r  t r ust  i n  
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t hei r  weal t h r at her  t han i n God.  The wi dow gave f r om her  need,  
t r ust i ng i n God,  not  what  she had or  di d not  have.  
 
     Luke 21: 5- 24.  Pr opheci es about  t he Dest r uct i on of  Jer usal em.  
     By t hi s t i me,  i t  was qui t e cl ear  t hat  t he maj or i t y of  Jewi sh 
l eader s and t he gener al  popul at i on wer e not  goi ng t o t ur n t o God,  
or  accept  Jesus as Hi s Son and Messi ah.  They t her ef or e cal l  upon 
t hemsel ves j udgment  and dest r uct i on whi ch wi l l  i ncl ude t hei r  ci t y 
and t empl e.  Jesus war ns how dr ast i c and f i nal  wi l l  t he dest r uct i on 
be t hat  i t  i s a f or eshadowi ng of  t he Fi nal  Judgment  whi ch wi l l  
t ake pl ace at  Hi s Second Comi ng.  
 
     Ver ses 5- 24 deal  pr act i cal l y t hr oughout  about  t he event s 
l eadi ng t o t he dest r uct i on of  Jer usal em and t he dest r uct i on 
i t sel f .  Onl y i n a secondar y sense do some of  t hese al so r ef er  t o 
t he Last  Thi ngs.  
 
     Ver ses 5, 6.  The t empl e was t he cent er  of  t he r el i gi ous l i f e 
of  t he chosen peopl e.  God had announced many year s bef or e t hr ough 
Mal achi  3: 1 t hat  Hi s Messi ah woul d come t o t he t empl e -  f or  
pur gi ng and j udgment .  Jesus has now f ul f i l l ed al l  of  t hese 
pr opheci es.  He had dr i ven out  t he mer chant s,  and had shown t he 
l eader s how hypocr i t i cal  t hey wer e.  They wer e not  t r yi ng t o pl ease 
God,  because t hey wer e pl ot t i ng t o mur der  Hi s Messi ah.  
     When some di sci pl es ment i oned t he beaut y and el egance of  t he 
t empl e,  Jesus spoke of  t he dest r uct i on whi ch bef or e l ong woul d 
t ake pl ace,  and woul d l eave not  one st one upon anot her .  Al l  t he 
cer emoni es and sacr i f i ces connect ed t o t he Ol d Covenant  and t he 
Templ e wer e t o end.  The New Covenant  was now i n ef f ect .  Jer emi ah 
31: 33 f or et ol d of  t hi s when a r el at i onshi p wi t h God woul d be 
i nwar d,  i ndi vi dual ,  and spi r i t ual .  
     The r ej ect i on of  Jesus shows t he nat i on of  I sr ael  as choosi ng 
t o hang on t o t he ol d ways whi ch had become t r adi t i on and out war d 
f or ms of  wor shi p.  One gr eat er  t han t he t empl e has come and t he 
peopl e r ej ect ed Hi m -  t her eupon cal l i ng j udgment  on t he peopl e and 
t he t empl e -  l eadi ng t o t hei r  dest r uct i on.  
 
     Ver ses 7- 9.  The di sci pl es accept  t he pr edi ct i on and ask when 
t hi s wi l l  happen,  and what  si gn wi l l  be seen pr ecedi ng t he event .   
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They may have assumed t hat  t hi s may be par t  of  Jesus t aki ng over  
as Messi ah,  est abl i shi ng Hi s Ki ngdom.  
     Jesus war ns t hat  Hi s second comi ng and t he end ar e not  so 
soon.  He advi ses t hem t o be war y of  any who pr of ess t o be Chr i st  
or  speak as Hi s pr ophet  t hat  t he end was near .  Nei t her  shoul d war s 
and r ebel l i ons be seen as t he begi nni ng of  t he end.  
 
     Ver se 10.  Then Jesus out l i nes t he t hi ngs t hat  wi l l  t ake pl ace 
bef or e t he dest r uct i on of  t he ci t y and t empl e.  He sai d t her e woul d 
be st r i f e among t he nat i ons,  mor e speci f i cal l y t he Jewi sh 
i nsur r ect i on agai nst  Rome whi ch br oke out  i n 66 A. D. ,  whi ch di d 
i mmedi at el y l ead t o t he pr ophesi ed dest r uct i on i n 70 A. D.  
 
     Ver se 11.  Al so,  t her e wi l l  be ear t hquakes,  f ami nes,  di seases.  
Many of  t hese t hi ngs wer e r ecor ded dur i ng t he 60' s A. D.  by bot h 
Jewi sh ( Josephus)  and Taci t us ( Roman)  hi st or i ans.  
 
     Ver se 12.  Bef or e t hese si gns,  t he di sci pl es woul d be f aced 
wi t h cr uel  per secut i on.  Pet er  and John wer e conf r ont ed by t he 
Jewi sh Counci l  ( Act s 4) .  Al l  t he Apost l es wer e i mpr i soned ( Act s 
5: 17) ,  and beat en ( Act s 5: 40) .  Shor t l y af t er war d St ephen was 
st oned t o deat h ( Act s 6: 8) .  Saul  of  Tar sus del i ver ed many t o t he 
Jewi sh l eader s,  t o pr i son and deat h.  James ( John' s br ot her )  was 
ki l l ed by Her od ( Act s 12: 1, 2) .  Paul  and many ot her s wer e t aken 
bef or e gover nor s and j udges,  and per secut ed i n synagogues and i l l -
t r eat ed i n many ways.  Thi s al l  came t r ue qui ckl y af t er  Jesus'  
ascensi on and bef or e t he r evol t  of  66 A. D.  
 
     Ver se 13.  These per secut i ons wi l l  gi ve t he f ai t hf ul  t he 
oppor t uni t y of  bear i ng wi t ness t o t he power  and gl or y of  t he 
Gospel  of  Jesus Chr i st ,  and t hi s woul d hel p spr ead t he Gospel  
t hr oughout  t he ci vi l i zed wor l d of  t hat  t i me.  
 
     Ver ses 14, 15.  When summoned t o appear  bef or e t he Jewi sh or  
pagan aut hor i t i es,  t hey shoul d not  wor r y about  what  t hey woul d 
say.  Jesus t hr ough t he Hol y Spi r i t  woul d gi ve t hem t he appr opr i at e 
wor ds and wi sdom,  whi ch t hei r  adver sar i es coul d not  r ef ut e.  Most  
of t en t he per secut or s'  r eact i on was anger  and hat r ed.  Though t hey 
coul d not  pr ove anyt hi ng agai nst  t hem,  t hey condemned  
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t hem t o j ai l  t i me,  t o bei ng beat en,  and of t en t o bei ng put  t o 
deat h.  
 
     Ver ses 16, 17.  So dr ast i c wi l l  be t he r eact i on of  many t hat  
t hei r  own f r i ends and r el at i ves wi l l  r epor t  t hem or  del i ver  t hem 
t o t hose host i l e aut hor i t i es -  t o end up dyi ng as mar t yr s f or  
t hei r  bel i ef  i n Jesus.  Accor di ng t o ear l y t r adi t i ons,  al l  t he 
apost l es,  except  John,  di ed vi ol ent  deat hs at  t he hands of  Jews or  
Roman per secut or s.  An unnumber ed amount  of  ear l y bel i ever s wer e 
al so  put  t o deat h i n t he f i r st  cent ur y.  The Jews consi der ed t hem 
bl asphemer s,  because t hey accept ed t he cr uci f i ed Jesus as t he 
Messi ah.  
     The pagans accused t hem of  al l  ki nds of  st r ange and unnat ur al  
act s because t hey wer e secr et i ve,  kept  t o t hemsel ves and woul d not  
par t i ci pat e i n t he common bar bar ous f or ms of  ent er t ai nment ,  such 
as t hose i n t he Col i seum,  nor  woul d t hey t ake par t  i n any of  t he 
t empl es of  wor shi p of  t he mul t i pl e Roman or  Egypt i an gods and 
goddesses.  The ear l y Chr i st i ans al so r ej ect ed t he exal t at i on of  
t he Emper or s of  Rome as god- l i ke,  per f ect ,  and above al l  men.  
 
     Ver se 18.  Thr ough al l  t hi ngs t hat  t hey may suf f er  -  pai n,  
t or t ur e,  and deat h,  yet  t hey wi l l  r emai n wi t hi n God' s hand,  t hat  
al l  t hi ngs wi l l  wor k t oget her  f or  t hei r  good and hi ghest  wel f ar e -  
al l  l eadi ng t o t hei r  et er nal  sal vat i on.  
 
     Ver se 19.  Per sever ance i s essent i al  -  t o not  l ose f ai t h,  not  
gi ve up no mat t er  what  t hey ar e f aced wi t h,  t hat  God i s wi t h t hem 
t hr ough i t  al l .  One day t hey wi l l  be br ought  t o under st and t he 
pur pose,  as wel l  as t he i nf l uence t hei r  l i ves had on t hose ar ound 
t hem.  
 
     Ver se 20.  Her e Jesus f i nal l y t el l s t hem of  t he si gn t hat  wi l l  
pr eceded t he dest r uct i on of  t he ci t y,  and t empl e.  Thi s i s 
di st i nct l y di f f er ent  f r om what  comes bef or e Hi s r evel at i on i n 
gl or y as Hi s Second Advent .  
     Her e,  when Roman ar mi es begi n t o sur r ound t he ci t y,  t hey have 
come t o dest r oy t he i nsur r ect i on of  t he Jews,  as wel l  as t he ci t y 
and t he t empl e.  
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     Ver se 21.  Thi s i s t he si gnal  f or  t he f ai t hf ul  t o i mmedi at el y 
f l ee out  of  t he whol e ar ea.  Accor di ng t o cont empor ar y hi st or i ans,  
t he f i r st  Chr i st i ans i n and ar ound Jer usal em f l ed acr oss t he 
Jor dan t o t he t own of  Pel l a wher e t hey r emai ned unt i l  i t  was al l  
over .  
 
     Ver se 22.  Thi s was t he t i me of  j udgment  agai nst  t he 
unbel i evi ng nat i on.  They had not  r ecogni zed t he t i me of  God' s 
vi si t at i on among t hem i n t he per f ect  l i f e and mi ni st r y of  Jesus,  
nor  i n Hi s r esur r ect i on and ascensi on.  They r ej ect ed Hi m and 
ki l l ed Hi m and st ubbor nl y hel d on t o di sbel i ef .  Despi t e al l  t he 
l essons of  t hei r  hi st or y,  and al l  t he war ni ngs of  Jesus Hi msel f ,  
t hei r  gui l t  was compl et e.  Ther ef or e,  t hei r  doom was seal ed and 
dest r uct i on was t hei r  penal t y.  
 
     Ver se 23.  So ext r eme wi l l  be t he dest r uct i on t hat  women and 
chi l dr en wer e not  spar ed -  dur i ng t hi s mot her hood woul d no l onger  
be a j oy,  as mot her s wi t nessed t he mur der  of  t hei r  chi l dr en.  
Hi st or y gi ves many gr uesome det ai l s of  t he cr uel t y and sever i t y of  
t he conquer i ng ar my.  By t he t i me t hey wer e f i ni shed wi t h t he t ot al  
dest r uct i on,  t hey had t or n down t he t empl e unt i l  not  one st one was 
at op anot her .  
 
     Ver se 24.  Those not  ki l l ed wer e ensl aved and scat t er ed among 
t he nat i ons.  Jer usal em wi l l  be over r un and domi nat ed by 
f or ei gner s,  Gent i l es,  unt i l  t hei r  t i me i s up.  When t he l ast  
Gent i l e chooses t o be saved and accept s Chr i st ,  t hen t he t i me of  
t he Gent i l es wi l l  be over .  
 
     Af t er  a si ege of  about  5 mont hs t he gr eat  Roman ar my,  under  
Ti t us,  son of  Emper or  Vespasi an,  af t er  dest r oyi ng t he ci t y and 
t empl e,  ki l l i ng t housands of  men,  women,  and chi l dr en,  especi al l y 
t he weak or  ol d,  whoever  was l ef t  was car r i ed of f .  Not  a si ngl e 
Jew was l ef t  al i ve i n t he ci t y.  For  many year s,  no Jew was al l owed 
t o ent er  t he ent i r e vi ci ni t y.  
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     Luke 21: 25- 33.  The Comi ng of  t he Son of  Man.  
     I n t he pr evi ous ver ses Jesus f or et ol d of  t he devast at i ng f at e 
of  Jer usal em,  t he peopl e,  and t he t empl e.  The dest r uct i on was so 
t er r i bl e t hat  i t  cl ear l y f or eshadowed t he Last  Days and t he Fi nal  
Judgment  ( al so r ecor ded i n Mar k 13) .  Ver se 24 ment i ons t he per i od 
when t he t i mes of  t he Gent i l es wi l l  be f ul f i l l ed,  i n Ver se 25,  we 
see a t r ansi t i on t o pr edi ct i ons of  t he Last  Thi ngs bef or e and at  
Jesus'  Second Comi ng.  
 
     Ver ses 25, 26.  Bef or e t he f al l  of  Jer usal em,  t her e wer e a f ew 
mi r acul ous si gns i n di ver s pl aces.  Bef or e t he end of  t he age,  al l  
cr eat i on and t he ent i r e human wor l d wi l l  be shaken.  The sun,  moon,  
and st ar s wi l l  exhi bi t  unusual  and al ar mi ng si gns.  Human l i f e wi l l  
be so di sr upt ed as t o over whel m most  peopl e wi t h anxi et y and f ear .  
 
     Ver se 27.  I n t he mi dst  of  t hese ci r cumst ances of  ut most  
di st ur bance ( t he Gr eat  Tr i bul at i on) ,  t he gl or i f i ed Chr i st  wi l l  
r et ur n i n power  and maj est y,  i n a way t hat  ever yone on ear t h wi l l  
see.  
 
     Ver se 28.  To t he i mpeni t ent  i t  wi l l  br i ng t er r or  and despai r  
f or  t he comi ng j udgment  of  God.  To bel i ever s i t  wi l l  si gnal  t he 
comi ng of  t hei r  f i nal ,  f ul l  r edempt i on i n soul  and body.  Jesus 
commands Hi s f ol l ower s t o be i nspi r ed wi t h f ai t h and cour age,  even 
t hough t hey wi l l  not  know t he day or  hour  of  Hi s comi ng,  but  t hat  
i t  i s cl ose,  even cl oser  t han ever  bef or e.  
 
     Ver ses 29- 31.  Si mi l ar  t o t he buddi ng of  t r ees showi ng t hat  
spr i ng i s near  so al so i s Chr i st ' s comi ng when t he pr ophesi ed 
event s begi n t o occur .  Al so Hi s second advent ,  br i ngi ng t he 
ki ngdom of  God,  i s cl ose at  Hand.  
     Li ke a t hi ef  i n t he ni ght  wi l l  be t he unpr edi ct abi l i t y of  t he 
exact  t i me.  Unbel i evi ng manki nd wi l l  be goi ng about  t hei r  nor mal  
mat er i al i st i c pur sui t s,  whi l e t he bel i ever s wi l l  be obser vi ng and 
expect i ng Hi s Comi ng,  so t hey wi l l  not  be t aken compl et el y by 
sur pr i se.  
 
     Ver se 32.  Goi ng back t o t he comi ng dest r uct i on of  Jer usal em,   
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Jesus poi nt s t o t he f act  t hat  t he t hen pr esent  gener at i on wi l l  
l i ve t o see and exper i ence t hese t er r i bl e event s.  About  f or t y 
year s af t er  Jesus ut t er ed t hese wor ds ever yt hi ng He pr edi ct ed i n 
Ver ses 10- 24 was f ul f i l l ed -  t he Templ e was dest r oyed t o t he l ast  
st one,  t he ci t y i n r ui ns,  and hundr eds of  t housands of  Jews ki l l ed 
or  car r i ed away as capt i ves.  
 
     Ver se 33.  Jesus st r esses t he absol ut e cer t ai nt y of  Hi s 
pr opheci es.  Hi s aut hor i t y comes di r ect l y f r om t he Fat her  and ar e 
t r ue.  
     " Heaven and ear t h shal l  pass away;  but  My wor ds shal l  not  
pass away. "  What  He speaks,  He shal l  al so car r y out .  
     Jesus speaks of  di vi ne sover ei gnt y i n bot h l ove and 
r i ght eousness t hat  shal l  br i ng t o pass t he r edempt i on of  t he 
f ai t hf ul  and t he j udgment  of  t he unbel i ever s.  
     Jesus i s mai nl y emphasi zi ng t he chal l enge of  comi ng event s t o 
t r ue r epent ance and t o f ai t hf ul  vi gi l ance -  a pr act i cal  gui de t o 
dai l y l i f e.  
 
     Ver se 34.  Jesus ends Hi s pr ophet i c t al k by ear nest l y war ni ng 
Hi s f ol l ower s ( as r epr esent at i ves of  al l  t he t r ue bel i ever s t o 
come)  t hat  t hey don' t  gi ve i n t o t he i nf l uence and t empt at i ons of  
t he wor l d.  Though speci f i cal l y meant  f or  bel i ever s who wi l l  be 
l i vi ng i n t he Last  Days -  yet  t hey appl y t o al l  bel i ever s of  al l  
t i mes.  Al l  ar e cal l ed upon t o be cont i nual l y pr epar ed,  t hr ough 
t i mes of  t empt at i on,  t r i bul at i on,  suf f er i ng,  and deat h.  
 
     Ver se 35.  The Second Comi ng wi l l  af f ect  al l  of  manki nd and 
al l  t he wor l d,  f i nal l y af f ect i ng t he ul t i mat e f at e of  ever y 
i ndi vi dual .  
 
     Ver se 36.  Ther ef or e,  each per son must  be al er t  and const ant l y 
wat chi ng -  keepi ng away f r om si n and t empt at i ons,  i n const ant  
pr ayer  t o God t o gi ve t hem t he st r engt h and f ai t hf ul ness t o st and 
f i r m t hr ough what ever  di f f i cul t  ci r cumst ances may come.  Thi s was 
especi al l y f or  t hose l i vi ng bef or e t he End of  Days.  Al l  t hi s t o be 
abl e t o st and bef or e Jesus at  Hi s comi ng wi t hout  shame.  
     Thi s i s i n no way a cal l  t o t r y t o set  dat es or  dr aw up a 
t i met abl e of  event s pr evi ous t o Hi s Advent .  The emphasi s i s onl y  
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t he absol ut e cer t ai nt y of  t he Second Comi ng and t he r esponsi bi l i t y 
of  ever y bel i ever  t o mai nt ai n f ai t hf ul ness and vi gi l ance i n 
expect at i on of  Hi s Comi ng.  
 
     Luke 21: 37- 22: 6.  Rewar d of  Tr eacher y.  
     Luke descr i bes onl y a f ew i nci dent s t hat  occur r ed i n Jesus'  
l ast  week i n gener al  t er ms.  He descr i bes Jesus as dai l y t eachi ng 
t he cr owds t hat  came t o t he t empl e.  Thousands appar ent l y came 
ever y mor ni ng t o t he t empl e t o l i st en t o Hi m.  He was hel d i n such 
est eem by t he cr owds,  r egar ded by many as t he pr omi sed Messi ah,  so 
t hat  t he Jewi sh l eader s di d not  dar e t o t r y t o st op Hi m f r om 
comi ng or  t eachi ng i n t he Templ e,  or  t o have Hi m ar r est ed i n 
publ i c.  
     I n t he eveni ng,  He spent  t he ni ght  on t he Mount  of  Ol i ves,  
j ust  out si de Jer usal em.  
 
     Luke 22: 1, 2.  Al l  wer e t her e f or  t he cel ebr at i on of  t he 
Passover  at  t he end of  t he week.  Each day br ought  t he f est i val  
cl oser .  The Jewi sh l eader s had t r i ed t o br i ng Jesus i nt o di sf avor  
t hr ough subt l e quest i oni ngs and hoped t o f i nd a way t o ar r est  Hi m.  
Al l  t hei r  at t empt s f ai l ed.  Af t er  t hi s,  t hey appar ent l y deci ded t o 
wai t .  Af t er  t he cr owds had gone,  t hey woul d t r y t o get  Hi m ki l l ed.  
God' s pl an had decr eed t hat  Jesus " t he Lamb of  God"  was t o be 
sacr i f i ced on t he day of  Passover  as t he per f ect  sacr i f i ce t o 
act ual l y r edeem manki nd.  
 
     Ver se 3.  Judas I scar i ot  was chosen t o be one of  t he t wel ve.  
For  var i ous r easons He deci ded t o bet r ay Jesus -  t hus became under  
t he i nf l uence of  t he evi l  one,  and t hen commi t t ed such t r eacher y.  
 
     Ver ses 4- 6.  Thus empower ed,  Judas goes t o t he hi gh pr i est s 
and capt ai ns of  t he t empl e guar ds,  and i nf or ms t hem t hat  he can 
t ake t hem t o Jesus,  away f r om t he publ i c wher e t hey can t ake Hi m 
wi t hout  r esi st ance or  di st ur bance.  
     Thi s was exact l y what  t hey had been l ooki ng f or  -  a way t o 
ar r est  Jesus wi t hout  r i sk of  a r i ot  -  and i t  was one of  Hi s own 
f ol l ower s t o boot .  They r eadi l y agr eed t o pay a sum of  money f or  
hi s hel p.  Fr om t hat  t i me,  Judas woul d wat ch f or  t he r i ght  
oppor t uni t y t o secr et l y bet r ay Jesus,  del i ver i ng Hi m t o Hi s  
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enemi es.  Al l  was pr epar ed t o br i ng t he i nnocent  and Hol y Son of  
God on t he way of  suf f er i ng,  humi l i at i on,  and deat h.  
     The st or y of  Judas,  t hough one of  t he 12 chosen apost l es,  who 
bet r ayed Jesus -  ser ves as a per manent  and power f ul  war ni ng t hat  
t her e r emai ns t he possi bi l i t y t hat  even among member s of  t he 
vi si bl e Chur ch,  t her e may be t hose who ar e f al se,  and/ or  even 
wor ki ng agai nst  t he Tr ut h of  t he Gospel .  The vi si bl e chur ch i n al l  
i t s var i ous f or ms has been cal l ed Chur chi ani t y.  The t r ue chur ch 
i ncl udes al l  t r ue bel i ever s no mat t er  who or  when or  wher e t hey 
ar e or  have been.  One day we wi l l  al l  be cal l ed t o be t oget her  by 
Jesus i n t he Rapt ur e.  
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     Luke 22: 7- 23.  The Fi nal  Passover .  
     Jesus knew t hi s was Hi s f i nal  Passover ,  on t he eveni ng bef or e 
Hi s deat h.  He t akes t hi s sacr ed cer emony t o gi ve t he di sci pl es a 
r i t ual  f or  t hem t o f ol l ow as par t  of  t he or di nances of  Hi s chur ch 
-  t o anchor  i t  i n t he sacr i f i ci al  deat h He was pr epar i ng f or ,  
si nce cal l ed Hol y Communi on.  
 
     Ver ses 7, 8.  The Jewi sh t r adi t i on pr escr i bed t he pr epar at i on 
of  unl eavened br ead t he ni ght  bef or e t he Passover .  Thus t hi s day 
was cal l ed t he day of  unl eavened br ead.  The sacr i f i ci al  l ambs wer e 
t o be ki l l ed by 6: 00 p. m.  and pr epar ed f or  t he Passover  meal  whi ch 
began shor t l y af t er  sunset  -  begi nni ng t he day of  f est i val  known 
as Passover .  
     I t  has been cal cul at ed t hi s t ook pl ace on Thur sday,  Apr i l  5t h,  
30 A. D.  Jesus sent  Pet er  and John t o pr epar e f or  t he Passover  meal  
t hat  eveni ng.  
 
     Ver se 9.  Thi s had t o be hel d i n Jer usal em.  Jesus was asked 
wher e t o do t hi s.  
 
     Ver ses 10, 12.  I t  may be assumed t hat  Jesus had made pr evi ous 
ar r angement s f or  t he meal ,  but  had not  yet  i nf or med t he di sci pl es.  
A man wi t h a pi t cher  i n publ i c woul d be easy t o spot ,  si nce women 
al most  excl usi vel y car r i ed wat er .  I t  has been suggest ed t hat  t hi s 
was pl anned so t hat  Judas woul d not  have t i me t o go t el l  t he 
Jewi sh l eader s t he l ocat i on bef or e Jesus had t ol d Hi s f ol l ower s 
al l  t hat  He want ed t o,  i ncl udi ng t he cel ebr at i on of  t he Passover  
and t he i nst i t ut i on of  Communi on.  
 
     Ver se 13.  Pet er  and John f ound ever yt hi ng as Jesus had 
descr i bed,  and pr oceeded t o compl et e t he pr epar at i ons.  
 
     Ver se 14.  At  t he appoi nt ed t i me,  al l  wer e t her e and Jesus sat  
down t o begi n,  wi t h no f ear  of  bei ng i nt er r upt ed.  
 
     Ver se 15.  Luke' s account  i s br i ef ,  i ncl udi ng onl y essent i al  
mat t er s.  Mar k has a mor e det ai l ed account .  Luke does ment i on 
t hi ngs not  ment i oned i n t he ot her  Gospel s.  He ment i ons t hat  Jesus  
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t ol d Hi s di sci pl es of  how i nt ensel y He had l onged t o cel ebr at e 
t hi s l ast  Passover  wi t h t hem.  He no doubt  was t hi nki ng of  t he t r ue 
meani ng of  t he sacr i f i ci al  l amb,  and t hat  Hi s t i me t o become t he 
Lamb of  God had come.  Al l  t he pr epar at i on and pr opheci es of  t he 
Ol d Test ament  wer e about  t o be f ul f i l l ed.  The New Test ament  i n Hi s 
bl ood was t o be accompl i shed t he f ol l owi ng day.  The Communi on was 
t o cel ebr at e t he accompl i shment  of  Hi s wor k of  r edempt i on;  i t  al so 
si gnal ed t he sacr i f i ce He was about  t o make.  
 
     Ver se 16.  Jesus her e al l udes t o t he cel ebr at i on t o come at  
t he end of  t he age at  t he Messi ani c banquet  wher e He i n t r i umph 
wel comes Hi s f ol l ower s t o f ul l  bl essedness.  The r edempt i on 
symbol i zed by t he Passover  wi l l  at  t hat  t i me have become per f ect  
r eal i t y.  
 
     Ver se 17.  Luke does not  gi ve a ver y det ai l ed account  of  al l  
of  Jesus'  wor ds at  t he passi ng of  t he cup,  but  si mpl y descr i bes 
Hi m t aki ng a cup,  gi ven by one of  Hi s di sci pl es,  gi vi ng t hanks t o 
God,  t hen gi vi ng i t  t o t he di sci pl es t o shar e.  
 
     Ver se 18.  Agai n Jesus ment i ons t hat  t hi s i s Hi s f i nal  
Passover  r epast  on ear t h,  and t hat  He wi l l  not  cel ebr at e i t  wi t h 
Hi s f ol l ower s unt i l  t he ki ngdom of  God i s compl et e,  and vi ct or y 
over  al l  Hi s enemi es won.  
 
     Ver ses 19, 20.  Her e Jesus di st r i but es t he br ead,  br oken i n 
pi eces,  and t aught  t he di sci pl es t hat  t he br ead symbol i zed Hi s 
body ( whi ch f or  t hei r  sake woul d be br oken i n Hi s deat h) .  He t el l s 
t hem t hat  t hey must  r epeat  t hi s cer emony i n r emembr ance of  Hi s 
sacr i f i ce.  Then af t er  supper ,  He di st r i but ed t he cup,  t eachi ng 
t hem t hat  t hi s r epr esent ed Hi s bl ood whi ch woul d be t he new 
covenant .  Thi s was symbol i zed i n t he ol d covenant  by t he bl ood of  
t he l amb appl i ed t o t he door  post s and l i nt el  ( t he t op of  t he 
door )  i n Egypt ,  so t hat  t hei r  l i ves woul d be spar ed -  t hat  t he 
angel  of  deat h passed over  t hei r  homes.  
 
     Ver se 21.  At  some poi nt ,  Jesus expr essl y r eveal ed t hat  one of  
t he 12 at  t he t abl e was pl anni ng t o bet r ay Hi m.  
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     Ver se 22.  I t  was par t  of  t he Pl an of  Sal vat i on t hat  Jesus as 
t he Son of  Man,  be del i ver ed up and ki l l ed as a per f ect  of f er i ng 
f or  t he si ns of  manki nd.  But  t he bet r ayer ,  by choosi ng t o do t hi s 
cr i me,  cal l s upon hi msel f  a f ear f ul  j udgment .  
 
     Ver se 23.  Luke does not  ment i on t he poi nt i ng out  of  Judas or  
t he det ai l ed r eact i ons of  t he di sci pl es,  but  summar i zes t hei r  
conf usi on about  how and who coul d possi bl y be such a t r ai t or .  But  
i t  shows t hat  t hey bel i eved Jesus by t hei r  quest i oni ng even of  
t hemsel ves.  
     The i nst i t ut i on of  t he Communi on of  t he Last  Supper  r emi nds 
us t hat  Jesus chose t he pat h t o t he cr oss,  t o be t he Lamb of  God 
t hat  t akes away t he si ns of  t he Wor l d and t hat  t hi s was God' s pl an 
f r om bef or e t he f oundat i on of  t he Wor l d as pr omi sed t o Adam and 
Eve af t er  t hei r  f al l .  Thi s was pr ophesi ed t hr oughout  t he Ol d 
Test ament ,  as i nst i t ut ed i n al l  t he sacr i f i ces of  t he Templ e,  and 
t he speci al  cel ebr at i on of  t he Passover .  What  God pl ans He car r i es 
out  at  Hi s appoi nt ed t i me.  Per i od.  
 
     Not e of  t he Or der  of  a Passover  Repast  
     Af t er  pr epar at i ons wer e r eady,  t he gr oup woul d si t  t oget her  
ar ound t he t abl e.  A bl essi ng woul d be asked f or  t he f east ,  t he 
f i r st  cup of  wi ne woul d be passed ar ound.  The l eader  or  head of  
t he househol d woul d r et el l  t he st or y of  t he or i gi nal  Passover  of  
Exodus 12: 26 et c.  Then t he second cup of  wi ne was passed ar ound.  
Then t he sacr i f i ci al  l amb woul d be eat en,  wi t h unl eavened br ead 
and bi t t er  her bs.  When t he meal  was f i ni shed,  t he t hi r d cup was 
sent  ar ound af t er  t hanks f or  t he Passover  meal .  Sever al  Psal ms 
wer e chant ed as concl usi on.  I n t he new Communi on,  br ead was t o 
r epr esent  t he body of  Chr i st  -  no l amb was any mor e necessar y t o 
be sacr i f i ced -  f or  Jesus had f ul f i l l ed what  t he l amb had 
r epr esent ed,  when He became t he sacr i f i ce Hi msel f .  
 
     Luke 22: 24- 30.  The Gr eat est  Shal l  Be Last .  
     Bei ng nor mal  humans,  t he di sci pl es showed t hei r  ambi t i on and 
desi r es,  t hi nki ng of  t hei r  comi ng r ol e i n Jesus'  Messi ani c 
ki ngdom.  At  t i mes t hey appar ent l y ar gued amongst  t hemsel ves.  
 
     Ver se 24.  Somet i me dur i ng t hat  f i nal  eveni ng t he di sci pl es  
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quar r el ed about  whi ch one was t he most  i mpor t ant  -  t hi nki ng who 
woul d be next  under  Jesus as a r ul er  or  l eader  over  al l  t he 
ot her s.  Thi s was i n spi t e of  Jesus'  cont i nuous t eachi ng t hat  Hi s 
ki ngdom was spi r i t ual  and not  of  t hi s wor l d.  Al so t hey had not  
gr asped t he r eal i t y t hat  t he pr edi ct i ons about  Hi s condemnat i on 
and deat h wer e about  t o come t o pass.  
     I t  has been obser ved t hat  t hi s may have i mmedi at el y pr eceded 
t he washi ng of  t he di sci pl es'  f eet  by Jesus ( as r ecor ded i n John 
13.  Thi s was a dr amat i c exampl e of  t he opposi t e of  t hei r  pet t y 
sel f - seeki ng ambi t i ons. )  
 
     Ver ses 25, 26.  The r ul er s of  ear t hy ki ngdoms l or d i t  over  
t hei r  subj ect s,  cal l  t hemsel ves benef act or s,  cl ai mi ng f ame and 
honor  above al l  ot her s.  Jesus says t hat  i t  must  not  be so among 
Hi s f ol l ower s.  They must  not  seek honor  and def er ence because of  
age or  exper i ence.  He must  as l eader  be one who ser ves -  not  one 
who i s ser ved.  A r ol e of  humi l i t y bef or e God l eads t o r esponsi bl e 
ser vi ce,  not  speci al  pr i vi l eges.  
 
     Ver se 27.  Nor mal l y t he one seat ed at  t he t abl e i s t he 
i mpor t ant  per son,  wi t h ser vant s wai t i ng on hi m,  but  Jesus shows by 
Hi s exampl e t hat  Hi s l i f e was one of  cont i nual  ser vi ce t o ot her s.  
 
     Ver ses 28- 30.  Jesus t hen acknowl edges Hi s appr eci at i on of  
t hei r  f ai t hf ul ness i n st ayi ng wi t h Hi m t hr ough ever y ci r cumst ance,  
yet  t hei r  r ewar d wi l l  not  be measur ed i n wor l dl y honour  or  
aut hor i t y as i n ear t hl y ki ngdoms.  He makes a pr omi se t o t hem t hat  
at  t he end of  t he age t hey wi l l  par t ake i n Hi s ki ngdom,  and eat  
and dr i nk at  Hi s t abl e,  and t hat  t hey woul d be l eader s si t t i ng on 
t hr ones t o j udge t he 12 t r i bes of  I sr ael .  
     I f  l eader s i n t he chur ch st r i ve t o achi eve f ame,  and power ,  
and r i ches,  t hey have not  l ear ned t o ser ve f or  Chr i st ' s sake and 
t o honor  God.  Thi s i s t he exampl e t he l i f e of  Jesus cl ear l y 
por t r ays.  
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     Luke 22: 31- 46.  
 
     Luke 22: 31- 34.  The War ni ng t o Pet er .  
     Thi s appar ent l y t ook pl ace af t er  t he Passover .  ( As al so 
r el at ed i n Mat t hew 26: 33 and John 13: 31, 36- 8. )  By cal l i ng Pet er  
" Si mon,  Si mon, "  Jesus i s poi nt i ng out  hi s humanness ( r at her  t han 
cal l i ng hi m Pet er  t he r ock) .  By r epeat i ng hi s name,  He emphasi zes 
t he ser i ousness of  what  He i s about  t o say t o hi m.  
     Jesus r eveal s t hat  Sat an,  t he adver sar y,  has cl ai med t he 
r i ght  of  subj ect i ng t he di sci pl es t o a sever e t est .  He want s t o 
cat ch t hem bei ng di sl oyal  and wi t hout  t r ue f ai t h i n Jesus.  As wi t h 
Job,  God al l owed Sat an t hi s f r eedom,  but  al ways wi t hi n exact  
boundar i es.  
     Appar ent l y Sat an' s i nt ent i on i s t o br eak up Jesus'  di sci pl es 
and t o scat t er  t hem l i ke chaf f ,  scat t er ed by t he wi nd.  By t hi s 
si f t i ng,  Sat an wi shes t hat  not  even t he wheat  shal l  r emai n -  as 
wi t h Judas,  al l  wi l l  become usel ess i n God' s pl an f or  Hi s chur ch.  
 
     Ver se 32.  Jesus,  however ,  pr ayed f or  Hi s di sci pl es,  and 
especi al l y f or  Pet er  who had a l eadi ng r ol e t o pl ay i n t he 
bui l di ng of  t he chur ch.  
     Sat an wor ks t o count er  God' s pl an,  whi l e Jesus i nt er cedes on 
behal f  of  Hi s di sci pl es,  especi al l y t he l eader .  Jesus assur es 
Pet er  t hat  hi s f ai t h wi l l  not  be compl et el y dest r oyed,  even t hough 
He woul d deny Hi m t hr ee t i mes.  When br ought  back t o God' s wi l l ,  he 
must  hel p t he ot her  di sci pl es ( who wi l l  al so exper i ence di smay and 
conf usi on)  t o r egai n st r engt h of  f ai t h,  and gr ow i n Chr i st .  
 
     Ver se 33.  Pet er  i s so cer t ai n of  hi s st r engt h and l oyal t y,  
t hat  he seems t o f i nd i t  i mpossi bl e t o bel i eve what  Jesus has 
spoken.  
     I mpet uousl y he i nsi st s t hat  he i s pr epar ed t o f ol l ow Jesus t o 
pr i son and even t o deat h.  
 
     Ver se 34.  Jesus war ns Pet er  ver y exact l y t hat  t hat  ver y ni ght  
he woul d deny even knowi ng Hi m -  mor e t han t wi ce.  
     Pet er ' s cl ai m of  bei ng abl e i n hi s own st r engt h t o r emai n 
f ai t hf ul  and l oyal  t o Jesus was f ool i sh.  I t  i s onl y t he power  of  
God t hr ough Hi s spi r i t  t hat  wi l l  sust ai n our  f ai t h.  
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     22: 35- 38.  The Two Swor ds.  
     Jesus i s dr awi ng a cont r ast  bet ween Hi s publ i c mi ni st r y and 
what  was about  t o t ake pl ace -  when Hi s enemi es woul d wi t h dr ast i c 
vi ol ence ar r est  Hi m and see t o Hi s execut i on.  When Jesus had been 
mi ni st er i ng t o t he peopl e,  doi ng mi r acl es,  heal i ng,  and t eachi ng,  
He had been wel l - r ecei ved.  When He had sent  t he di sci pl es out  on 
t hei r  own,  t hey wer e wel l - t r eat ed and l acked no necessi t i es.  They 
wer e r espect ed and r et ur ned wi t h j oy.  
 
     Ver se 36.  Now t hi ngs ar e t ur ni ng t o t he opposi t e -  al r eady 
t he Jewi sh l eader s have r ej ect ed Hi m and ar e seeki ng Hi s deat h,  
whi ch wi l l  soon t ake pl ace.  The di sci pl es ar e al so soon t o be 
t r eat ed vi ol ent l y,  hat ed,  and per secut ed.  Wi t h Hi m gone,  t hey wi l l  
be on t hei r  own t o f i nd t hei r  way i n t he host i l e wor l d.  
     Jesus gi ves a dr amat i c exampl e of  how det er mi ned t hey must  be 
by suggest i ng t hey be l i ke one who f i ght s f or  hi s cause -  even 
gi vi ng up hi s coat  f or  a swor d.  Thi s way he can at  l east  have 
means t o cont i nue t he st r uggl e.  
 
     Ver se 37.  Thi s wi l l  happen because Jesus wi l l  be consi der ed a 
cr i mi nal  and be ki l l ed ( as I sai ah 53 pr edi ct s) .  For  what  f ol l ows 
f or  t hem t hey must  be equi pped f or  t he spi r i t ual  war f ar e wi t h 
det er mi nat i on and cour age.  
 
     Ver se 38.  The di sci pl es ar e st i l l  not  abl e t o per cei ve t he 
spi r i t ual  nat ur e of  Chr i st ' s pr esent  mi ssi on.  They st i l l  see Hi m 
as t he One t o est abl i sh t he Messi ani c Ki ngdom on ear t h wi t h human 
f or ce.  They assume Jesus speaks of  act ual  physi cal  swor ds,  not  
seei ng t he spi r i t ual  t r ut h He i s al l udi ng t o.  Not hi ng t hat  Jesus 
has sai d or  done woul d ever  suggest  t hat  He woul d ever  f i ght ,  or  
cal l  on ot her s t o f i ght  f or  Hi m.  He does not  get  angr y,  and r ebuke 
t hem because of  t hei r  mi sunder st andi ng t hat  t hey coul d possi bl y 
t hi nk He was suggest i ng ar med vi ol ence.  Hi s r epl y seems sor r owf ul .  
Endi ng t he conver sat i on,  " I t  i s enough. "  
     Lat er  He woul d f or bi d t he di sci pl es t o use a swor d -  and 
heal i ng t he wounded ser vant  He showed t hat  t o def end Hi s cause di d 
not  mean t he use of  weapons -  but  t he use of  t he Wor d ( shar per  
t han any t wo- edged swor d) .  
     Many t hr oughout  t he 20 cent ur i es si nce t he deat h of  Jesus  
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have t aken up ar ms t o f i ght  f or  t he def ense and spr ead of  
" Chr i st i ani t y" .  Jesus nowher e t eaches any such t hi ng.  The hi st or y 
of  t he 1s t  cent ur y bel i ever s i s one of  per secut i on and deat h -  t he 
spr eadi ng of  t he Gospel  by f ai t h and sacr i f i ce -  not  by f or ce or  
war .  
     The ot her  poi nt  -  because t he di sci pl es mi sunder st ood Hi m,  
does not  mean t hat  we shoul d al so.  He was usi ng a f i gur e of  speech 
t o emphasi ze t he dr amat i c change about  t o come wher e gr eat  
opposi t i on was t hei r  new ci r cumst ance,  so t hat  t hey may be 
pr epar ed f or  t he st r uggl e.  
 
     Luke 22: 34- 46.  Jesus i n Get hsemane.  
     Her e we see t he begi nni ng of  Jesus'  f i nal  submi ssi on t o t he 
pat h of  suf f er i ng and deat h pr eor dai ned by God.  
 
     Ver se 39.  The t i me had come f or  Jesus t o sur r ender  Hi msel f  t o 
Hi s enemi es t o be accused,  condemned,  beat en and cr uci f i ed.  He 
does not  t r y t o hi de or  t hwar t  what  He knows Judas i s pl anni ng 
when he went  out  f r om t he upper  r oom ear l i er .  
     Jesus and t he di sci pl es go t o t he Mount  of  Ol i ves,  as was Hi s 
cust om dur i ng t hi s week t o spend t he ni ght .  The ver y pl ace Judas 
wi l l  l ead t he mot l ey band t o ar r est  Hi m.  
     Jesus had pr evi ousl y avoi ded Hi s enemi es on sever al  
occasi ons,  because i t  was not  t he r i ght  t i me.  The Hol y Communi on 
of  t he New Test ament  had been i nst i t ut ed,  t he si gn t hat  t he ol d 
di spensat i on,  t he sacr i f i ce of  t he Passover ,  was over .  That  was t o 
be shor t l y f ul f i l l ed i n Hi s sacr i f i ce as t he Lamb of  God.  He now 
knows Hi s hour  has come.  
 
     Ver se 40.  Jesus shows Hi s devot i on t o t he wel f ar e of  Hi s 
f ol l ower s,  t hat  t hey wi l l  r emai n st eadf ast ,  dur i ng t he comi ng 
t r i al s and t empt at i ons.  He ur ges t hem t o pr ay t o seek st r engt h 
f r om God cont i nuousl y.  
 
     Ver se 41.  Luke' s summar y of  t hese event s does not  i ncl ude t he 
r ol e of  Jesus'  3 cl osest  di sci pl es -  i n bei ng near  Hi m or  t hei r  
i nabi l i t y t o st ay awake ( Mat t hew 26: 37)  when He pr ayed t o t he 
Fat her .  
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     Ver se 42.  I n Hi s humanness Jesus f el t  t he same as we -  
aver si on and f ear  of  pai n,  suf f er i ng,  and deat h.  He i s al so awar e 
t hat  t hi s i s not  because of  any si n or  f aul t  wi t hi n Hi msel f  or  any 
wor d or  deed t hat  He has done -  but  Hi s own choi ce t o t ake upon 
Hi msel f  t he j udgment  and wr at h of  God f or  t he mani f ol d si ns of  al l  
manki nd.  
     I ncl uded wi l l  be t he br eaki ng of  t he bond wi t h t he Fat her .  
Af t er  l i vi ng i n t he most  i nt i mat e communi on wi t h Hi s Fat her  f r om 
bef or e t he cr eat i on,  He woul d have t o endur e bei ng f or saken by Hi s 
Fat her  on t he cr oss,  as He,  sent enced as a condemned cr i mi nal ,  
bear i ng t he si n of  al l  men,  hung on t he cr oss unt i l  deat h.  
     I t  i s as i f  He measur ed i n Hi s mi nd and soul  and spi r i t  al l  
t hat  He was about  t o endur e.  No mat t er  how t er r i bl e and f ear f ul  
woul d be t hose exper i ences -  He f i nds t he wei ght  ver y gr eat  -  t hus 
pr ayi ng,  " Fat her ,  i f  t hou be wi l l i ng,  r emove t hi s cup f r om me. "  At  
t he next  moment  He acknowl edges t hat  t her e i s no ot her  way;  onl y 
He coul d f ul f i l l  t hi s uni que of  al l  t asks of  human hi st or y,  
" Never t hel ess not  my wi l l ,  but  t hi ne be done. "  Al l  of  Hi s wor ds 
and deeds have l ed t o t hi s poi nt .  Al l  of  t he Ol d Test ament  
pr opheci es poi nt ed t o t hi s t ask.  He accept s t he r esponsi bi l i t y 
uncondi t i onal l y -  t o dr i nk t he cup of  suf f er i ng and deat h t o t he 
l ast  dr op.  
 
     Ver se 43.  The f aci ng,  wr est l i ng wi t h,  and f i nal  compl et e 
sur r ender  t o God' s wi l l ,  exhaust ed Hi m ment al l y,  emot i onal l y,  and 
spi r i t ual l y.  An angel  i s sent  t o st r engt hen Hi m,  t hat  He wi l l  have 
t he ener gy t o compl et e t he t ask.  
 
     Ver se 44.  The i nt ensi t y of  ment al  exer t i on as He pr ays,  
st r ai ns t he body so t hat  He sweat s wi t h dr ops l i ke dr ops of  bl ood 
dr oppi ng t o t he gr ound ( key wor d " l i ke" ) .  
 
     Ver se 45.  Jesus f i ni shes wi t h Hi s pr ayer  and goes back t o t he 
di sci pl es t o f i nd t hem sl eepi ng.  Thei r  exper i ences of  t he pr evi ous 
days,  t he f i nal  supper ,  pl us t he somber  war ni ngs,  gi ven by Jesus,  
had l ef t  t hem conf used and saddened.  I t  i s under st andabl e t hat  by 
t hi s t i me of  ni ght  t hey woul d have f al l en asl eep.  
 
     Ver se 46.  Al so knowi ng t he ci r cumst ances t hat  woul d soon  
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happen and t he desol at i on t hey woul d f eel ,  Jesus wakes t hem,  
ur gi ng t hem once agai n t o pr ay f or  st r engt h t hat  wi t h God' s hel p 
t hey may r esi st  t empt at i ons t hat  wi l l  sur r ound t hem.  
 
     Concl usi on.  
     We can,  onl y wi t h f or ced i magi nat i on,  get  some i dea of  what  
one woul d go t hr ough physi cal l y,  emot i onal l y,  and ment al l y i f  we 
f ace our  own suf f er i ng and deat h -  and t hi s because of  our  own 
gui l t .  But  t o know we have a choi ce -  t hat  we can choose not  t o 
suf f er  and di e.  On t he ot her  hand,  we can choose t o suf f er  and di e 
wi t h t he bur den of  al l  manki nd' s si ns on our  head.  I t  i s beyond my 
under st andi ng.  We st and i n awe at  t he per f ect  l i f e of  Jesus,  but  
even mor e awe at  Hi s choi ce,  as a human soul  t o suf f er  and di e i n 
our  pl ace.  He t ook our  pl ace.  He knew al l  t hat  t he pat h i ncl uded,  
ever y det ai l :  t he ar r est ,  t he t r i al ,  t he hi t t i ng,  t he mocki ng,  t he 
name cal l i ng,  t he spi t t i ng,  t he whi ppi ng,  t he cr own of  t hor ns,  t he 
nai l s i nt o t he cr oss,  t he hangi ng,  and ul t i mat el y,  t he deat h.  
     Our  onl y r esponse can be cont i nual  and f ai t hf ul  t hankf ul ness.  
A t hankf ul ness wor ked out  i n our  dai l y l i ves by ser vi ng Hi m,  i n 
abi di ng i n Hi s l ove,  and shar i ng t hat  l ove wi t h al l  t hose ar ound 
us.  
     Pr ay f or  Hi s gui dance and st r engt h t o be wor t hy of  Hi s 
cal l i ng and t hat  our  l i ves wi l l  br i ng honor  t o Hi m.  
     Amen.  
 
     Next ,  t he Ar r est  and Jewi sh Tr i al s of  Jesus.  
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     Luke 22: 47- 71.  
 
     Luke 22: 47- 53.  The Ar r est .  
     Jesus was now per f ect l y cal m,  and r eady t o endur e t he comi ng 
event s,  wi t hout  f ear .  Though some mi ght  t hi nk Jesus was t hei r  
power l ess pr ey -  i t  i s obvi ous t hat  He t akes char ge of  how t hese 
event s pl ay out .  
 
     Ver ses 47, 48.  What  Jesus had so r ecent l y war ned Hi s di sci pl es 
about  was comi ng t o pass -  whi l e He i s st i l l  t al ki ng t o t hem,  t he 
cr owd l ed by Judas was upon t hem.  To t hwar t  any r esi st ance,  a 
l ar ge gr oup of  t empl e guar ds and Sanhedr i n member s had come t o 
ar r est  Hi m.  Judas had ar r anged a si gnal  -  t hat  t hey shoul d ar r est  
t he one Judas ki ssed.  
     Especi al l y because i t  was at  ni ght ,  t her e must  be no mi st ake.  
Accor di ng t o Mar k 14: 45,  Jesus al l owed Judas t o come up t o Hi m and 
ki ss Hi m i n t he nor mal  f r i endl y gr eet i ng,  and af t er  t hat  Jesus 
spoke,  " Judas,  bet r ayest  t hou t he Son of  man wi t h a ki ss?"  Thi s 
woul d f or ce Judas t o quest i on hi s mot i ves -  possi bl y t o r eal i ze 
t he dept h of  hi s bet r ayal .  
 
     Ver ses 49, 50.  Two di sci pl es qui ckl y ask i f  t hey ar e t o f i ght  
t o pr event  t hi s ar r est  wi t h t hei r  swor ds.  Accor di ng t o John 18: 10 
Pet er  had al r eady gr azed Mal chus ( ser vant  of  t he hi gh pr i est ) ,  
cut t i ng of f  hi s r i ght  ear .  
 
     Ver se 51.  Now Jesus coul d be accused of  l eadi ng l awl ess and 
vi ol ent  men.  Jesus i mmedi at el y f or bi ds t hem t o do anyt hi ng 
f ur t her .  To f i x t he awkwar d si t uat i on,  Jesus heal s t he wounded 
man.  He coul d not  al l ow Hi s enemi es t o have any cause t o accuse 
Hi m of  a cr i me.  
 
     Ver ses 52, 53.  Jesus t hen quest i ons t he cr owd,  aski ng why t hey 
had come wi t h such a l ar ge gr oup of  ar med men as i f  He was such a 
danger ous cr i mi nal ,  as i f  t hey woul d have t o t ake Hi m by 
over whel mi ng f or ce.  He says i f  He was so gui l t y of  vi ol ent  cr i mes,  
why hadn' t  t hey ar r est ed Hi m bef or e,  whi l e He dai l y t aught  i n t he 
Templ e? Her e t hey have come i n t he ni ght ,  t o a secl uded pl ace,  
wher e t he peopl e woul d never  know what  t hey ar e doi ng.  He makes 
t he obser vat i on t hat  under  t he cover  of  nat ur al  dar kness al so t he  
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evi l  power s of  dar kness under  Sat an and hi s i nf l uence on men and 
demons al i ke,  ar e bei ng per mi t t ed by t he f or eknown pl an of  God t o 
t ake t he Son of  God.  Thi s was onl y because Jesus had vol unt ar i l y 
t aken t he pat h of  sacr i f i ci al  deat h f or  t he si ns of  manki nd.  
     Not e t hat  onl y Luke ment i ons t hat  i t  was t he ser vant ' s r i ght  
ear .  
 
     Luke 22: 54- 62.  Pet er ' s Deni al .  
     The di sci pl es wer e not  pr epar ed f or  t he event s happeni ng so 
qui ckl y or  f or  t he sever e and dr ast i c ext r emes t hey woul d come t o.  
 
     Ver se 54.  When Jesus was t aken i nt o cust ody,  t he di sci pl es 
di sper sed,  conf used as sheep when t he shepher d i s gone.  We ar e 
onl y t ol d about  John,  who f ol l owed Jesus,  and Pet er  who al so 
f ol l owed but  at  a di st ance.  
 
     Ver ses 55- 57.  Jesus was t aken i nt o t he hi gh pr i est ' s house.  
John,  appar ent l y wel l - known t o t he hi gh pr i est ' s househol d,  saw 
t hat  Pet er  was al l owed i nt o t he cour t yar d ( John 16: 15) .  Pet er  
j oi ned t hose si t t i ng ar ound a f i r e.  The gat ekeeper  al r eady t hought  
Pet er  was one of  Jesus'  f ol l ower s and l ooki ng i nt ent l y i nt o t he 
f i r el i ght  at  hi m,  she openl y decl ar ed hi m t o be a f ol l ower .  
     Appar ent l y she had gone al ong wi t h t he cr owd f or  t he ar r est .  
Pet er  i mmedi at el y deni es t hat  he knows Jesus.  A f ew hour s bef or e 
he had bol dl y asser t ed t hat  he woul d never  deny Jesus but  was 
pr epar ed even di e al ong wi t h Hi m.  Af t er  t hi s,  he went  t o t he out er  
cour t yar d and hear d a cock cr ow ( Mar k 14: 28) .  He t hen r et ur ned t o 
t he i nner  cour t  and st ood near  t he gr oup -  obvi ousl y qui t e uneasy.  
( John 18: 18. )  
 
     Ver se 58.  The gat ekeeper  agai n not i ces hi m ( Mar k 14: 69)  and 
says so t o t he gr oup.  Anot her  per son i n t he gr oup r ecogni zes hi m 
as a f ol l ower  ( John 18: 28)  and says so t o Pet er .  Pet er  deni es t he 
accusat i on a second t i me.  
 
     Ver ses 59, 60.  A per i od of  t i me l at er ,  anot her  one of  t he 
gr oup decl ar es t hat  Pet er  i s def i ni t el y a f ol l ower  because hi s 
accent  was of  Gal i l ea,  j ust  as Jesus was known t o be a Gal i l ean.  
Pet er  most  emphat i cal l y deni es t hat  he even knew Jesus ( Mar k  
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14: 71) .  At  t hat  ver y moment ,  t he r oost er  l et  l oose agai n ( most  
l i kel y bet ween 1 & 3 A. M. ) .  
 
     Ver ses 61, 62.  I n t hat  ver y moment ,  Jesus was st andi ng wi t hi n 
t he house wher e Pet er  coul d see Hi m,  and Jesus l ooked at  hi m.  The 
emot i ons must  have been ext r eme on bot h si des i n t hat  moment .  
Jesus f eel i ng i nt ense l ove and sympat hy f or  Pet er ' s pl i ght .  On t he 
ot her  hand t he sound of  t he r oost er  f l ashed Jesus'  war ni ng i n 
Pet er ' s memor y,  f or ci ng hi m t o r eal i ze t he t r ut h of  t he war ni ng 
and t he dept h of  gui l t  of  hi s t hr ee deni al s.  Wher eupon Pet er  was 
over whel med by r emor se and gui l t  and sadness over  hi s f ear  and 
weakness -  f or ci ng hi m t o cr y bi t t er l y over  l et t i ng Jesus down so 
compl et el y.  These wer e t ear s of  r epent ance and r enewed dedi cat i on,  
and det er mi nat i on t o ser ve Jesus,  uncondi t i onal l y.  
     I n compl et e cont r ast ,  Judas,  l ooki ng f or  ear t hl y power  and 
weal t h,  had bet r ayed Jesus f r om mot i ves of  di sappoi nt ment ,  
di si l l usi onment ,  and f r ust r at i on.  When he f i nal l y r eal i zed t he 
evi l  of  hi s act i ons,  and t hat  he had bet r ayed an i nnocent  man,  i t  
onl y l ed t o hi s own sui ci de.  He appar ent l y,  at  no poi nt  act ual l y 
under st ood t he t r ue nat ur e of  Jesus as t he Son of  God,  The Per f ect  
Man,  and t he Lamb of  God,  t o sacr i f i ce Hi msel f  f or  t he si ns of  
manki nd.  Hi s r emor se l ed t o despai r ,  dar kness,  and deat h.   
     Pet er ' s  r emor se l ed i n t he ot her  di r ect i on,  f or  he t r ul y 
agai n was compl et el y convi nced of  t he dei t y and di vi ne nat ur e of  
Jesus as Messi ah and of  Hi s et er nal  l ove and compassi on f or  hi m 
per sonal l y.  
 
     Luke 22: 63- 71.  Jesus bef or e t he Sanhedr i n.  
     By t aki ng t he i nf or mat i on f r om al l  4 gospel s,  t hi s i s t he 
or der  of  event s.  
     ( 1)  Fi r st ,  Jesus was t aken t o t he house of  Annas,  t he f or mer  
hi gh pr i est ,  f at her  i n l aw of  t he cur r ent  hi gh pr i est ,  and st i l l  
ver y i nf l uent i al .  He i s gi ven a pr el i mi nar y t r i al  bef or e Annas,  i n 
t he pr esence of  t hose who had ar r est ed Hi m.  ( John 18: 19- 23. )  
 
     ( 2)  A second pr el i mi nar y t r i al  bef or e Cai aphas ( t he pr esent  
hi gh pr i est ) ,  and member s of  t he Jewi sh Counci l  -  st i l l  at  ni ght ,  
somet i me bet ween 1 and 3 a. m.  ( Mat t hew 26: 57- 68. )  
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     ( 3)  A f i nal  t r i al  bef or e t he compl et e Counci l  of  t he 
Sanhedr i n composed of  chi ef  pr i est s and scr i bes.  Thi s occur r ed 
af t er  daybr eak -  f or  onl y dur i ng dayl i ght  hour s was i t  l egal  t o 
hol d a t r i al .  ( Luke 22: 66- 71. )  
 
     ( 4)  The t r i al  bef or e Pi l at e.  
     ( 5)  The hear i ng bef or e Her od.  
     ( 6)  The f i nal  sent enci ng f or  execut i on bef or e Pi l at e t he 2nd 
t i me.  
 
     Each of  t he Gospel s gi ve onl y a f ew hi ghl i ght s of  t he ent i r e 
pr oceedi ngs.  Luke' s account  ver y br i ef l y summar i zes t he t r i al s 
bef or e t he Jewi sh aut hor i t i es.  Yet  t he det ai l s he wr i t es gi ve a 
cl ear  pi ct ur e of  how cr uel l y and di sr espect f ul l y t hey t r eat ed our  
Savi or  -  t hese,  Hi s own chosen peopl e,  t he ver y ones who shoul d 
have r ecogni zed and accept ed Hi m as t hei r  Messi ah.  
 
     Ver ses 63- 65.  Havi ng Jesus under  t hei r  compl et e cont r ol ,  t hey 
vent  much pent  up anger  and hat r ed by mocki ng Hi m,  beat i ng Hi m 
wi t h t hei r  f i st s and accusi ng Hi m of  var i ous cr i mes i ncl udi ng 
bl asphemy.  
     At  one poi nt ,  t hey bl i ndf ol d Hi m and some hi t  Hi m,  aski ng Hi m 
who had st r uck Hi m,  mocki ng Hi s cl ai ms of  bei ng a pr ophet  wi t h 
super nat ur al  knowl edge.  Jesus si l ent l y endur es al l  of  t hese 
t hi ngs.  
 
     Ver se 66.  None of  t hese pr et r i al s wer e l egal .  To have a l egal  
t r i al  i t  had t o be dur i ng t he day -  so t hey cal l ed f or  t he f or mal  
assembl y of  t he el der s -  bot h chi ef  pr i est s and scr i bes.  
 
     Ver ses 67, 68.  Thei r  maj or  mot i ve was t o come up wi t h a char ge 
t hey can br i ng bef or e t he Roman aut hor i t y ( i n Jer usal em i t  was t he 
Pr ocur at or ,  Pi l at e) .  Thi s char ge had t o have deat h as i t s penal t y,  
si nce t hey di d not  have t he aut hor i t y under  Roman l aw t o execut e a 
deat h sent ence.  They woul d not  set t l e f or  anyt hi ng l ess.  They see 
Jesus as a t hr eat  t o t hei r  own posi t i ons of  power  and aut hor i t y.  
     The f or emost  i dea seems t o be t hat  by cl ai mi ng t o be t he 
Jewi sh Messi ah,  t hus t he Ki ng of  t he Jews,  t her ef or e He i s a r i val   
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t o t he Empi r e of  Rome and a t hr eat  t o Roman sover ei gnt y over  t he 
Jewi sh nat i on -  t her eby a t r ai t or  and wor t hy of  deat h.  To get  Hi m 
t o admi t  t hi s cl ai m i s onl y t o f ur t her  t hei r  agenda and not  a 
si ncer e quest i on whi ch t hey coul d choose t o bel i eve.   
     Jesus knows t hi s and t hat  Hi s sayi ng t hi s woul d not  ser ve any 
pur pose,  si nce t hei r  mi nds wer e al r eady made up.  He al so r emar ks 
t hat  t hey woul d not  answer  Hi s quest i on ei t her  -  what  t hei r  t r ue 
mot i ve was i n posi ng t o Hi m t he quest i on i n t he f i r st  pl ace.  They 
had r ef used t o answer  about  John t he Bapt i st .  What  had changed? -  
not  t hei r  t hi nki ng.  
 
     Ver se 69.  Jesus does make a posi t i ve st at ement  about  Hi s 
bei ng t he Messi ah,  t hat  as t he r esur r ect ed,  ascended,  gl or i f i ed 
Son of  Man,  He wi l l  be seat ed at  t he r i ght  hand of  God.  
 
     Ver se 70.  Thei r  smal l  and set t l ed mi nds coul d not  t ake i n t he 
enor mi t y of  al l  t hat  t hi s pr ophet i c ut t er ance woul d mean.  Al l  t hey 
hear d was a cl ai m of  di vi ne nat ur e -  t hat  He was sayi ng t hat  He i s 
t he Son of  God ( by Hi s use of  t he t er m Son of  Man as r ef er r i ng t o 
God' s Son i n Dani el  7: 13) .  
     They ask Hi m t o say t he exact  wor ds -  t hat  by doi ng so He 
wi l l  commi t  bl asphemy and t her eby br i ng t he puni shment  of  deat h 
i nt o t hei r  hands.  ( Unl ess of  cour se Hi s cl ai m was t r ue -  whi ch 
t hey never  t hought  of  at  al l . )  
     When Jesus r epl i es,  " Ye say t hat  I  am, "  He agr ees wi t h t hei r  
quest i on,  t hat ,  Yes,  He i s t he Son of  God.  Al l  t hose pr esent  
become wi t nesses agai nst  Hi m.  I n Jewi sh Law i t  onl y t akes t wo.  But  
her e,  t hei r  hope i s t hat  wi t h t hi s cr owd of  wi t nesses,  t hey can 
i nci t e t he masses of  t he peopl e agai nst  Hi m bef or e Pi l at e.  They 
needed hi m t o car r y out  t he execut i on,  whi ch t hey wer e not  al l owed 
t o do under  Roman Law.  
     Jesus knew t hat  Hi s admi t t i ng t o bei ng t he Son of  God woul d 
l ead t o Hi s deat h -  but  i t  was t he f oundat i on of  t he Gospel  of  
Sal vat i on -  f or  onl y He,  t he i nnocent  one,  coul d pay t he pr i ce 
( not  f or  Hi s si ns,  because He commi t t ed no si n) ,  f or  t he si ns of  
ot her s.  
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     Luke 23: 1- 25.  Jesus bef or e Pi l at e and Her od.  
     Now t hat  Jesus has been accused and f ound gui l t y of  bl asphemy 
by t he Sanhedr i n and condemned t o deat h,  He must  be t aken t o t he 
Roman aut hor i t i es f or  t he deat h penal t y t o be car r i ed out .  The 
Jewi sh aut hor i t i es wer e f or bi dden t o execut e anyone by Roman Law.  
They wast e no t i me t hat  mor ni ng t o br i ng Hi m bef or e Pi l at e -  t he 
Pr ocur at or  of  Rome.  
 
     Ver se 1.  The Counci l  agr ees as t o what  means must  be used t o 
get  Hi m sent enced t o deat h by Pi l at e.  Cer t ai nl y wor d was sent  
ahead t hat  t hey wer e comi ng.  Jesus'  ar r est  and t r i al s of  t he ni ght  
wer e kept  secr et  f r om t he gener al  popul at i on.  By t he t i me Jesus 
was i n Roman hands an appar ent l y hel pl ess and unr esi st i ng 
pr i soner ,  wor d had spr ead and t he Sanhedr i n' s i nf l uence had good 
ef f ect  i n t ur ni ng t he masses agai nst  Hi m.  
     When Jesus was t aken t o Pi l at e,  onl y t he Jewi sh aut hor i t i es 
wer e t her e,  r eady t o l evel  al l  t hei r  accusat i ons agai nst  Hi m.  The 
f or mer  r i val r i es of  t he Sadducees,  Phar i sees,  and ot her  gr oups 
( i ncl udi ng t he scr i bes) ,  had been put  asi de,  t o al l  wor k t oget her  
f or  t he deat h of  Jesus.  
 
     Ver ses 2, 3.  Agai n,  Luke' s summar y of  t hi s t r i al  i s br i ef .  The 
many char ges ar e l i st ed.  Though t hey had f ound Hi m gui l t y of  
bl asphemy,  t hey knew t hi s woul d mean l i t t l e t o Pi l at e,  i t  bei ng a 
pur el y Jewi sh r el i gi ous char ge -  so t hey added char ges mor e 
pol i t i cal  -  accusi ng Jesus of  f or bi ddi ng t he gi vi ng of  t r i but e t o 
Caesar ;  al so Hi s pr of essi ng t o be t he Messi ah a ki ng -  t her ef or e 
r i val  and opponent  t o Caesar .  Al so t hat  He was st i r r i ng up 
i nsur r ect i on agai nst  t he Roman gover nment .  
     I f  Pi l at e coul d be convi nced. . . consi der i ng t he hi st or i cal  and 
t r adi t i onal  at t i t ude and act i ons t owar d Roman aut hor i t y t hat  t he 
Jewi sh l eader s,  especi al l y t he Sanhedr i n had,  Pi l at e must  have 
been hi ghl y suspi ci ous of  t hese men t aki ng a st and on t he si de of  
Rome.  Knowi ng t hat  t hei r  onl y char ge agai nst  Jesus,  whi ch was 
bl asphemy ( by acknowl edgi ng He was t he Son of  God) ,  woul d car r y no 
wei ght  i n a Roman cour t ,  t hey had t o come up wi t h t hese compl et el y 
di f f er ent  char ges.  
     Pi l at e had a pr i vat e conver sat i on wi t h Jesus,  and was 
convi nced He was i nnocent  of  any r ebel l i on or  t r eason agai nst  
Rome.  



 

 

181 
Lesson XXXVI I  -  Cont i nued 

( Luke 23: 2, 3)  
 

     Jesus acknowl edged t hat  He was Ki ng of  t he Jews,  but  
obvi ousl y convi nced Pi l at e t hat  Hi s ki ngdom was spi r i t ual  ( John 
18: 36) .  He per cei ved t hat  t he Jewi sh aut hor i t i es had br ought  Jesus 
t o be condemned because of  envy or  spi t e ( Mat t hew 27: 18;  Mar k 
15: 10) .  
 
     Ver se 4.  Pi l at e pr onounced Jesus " Not  Gui l t y"  t o t he cr owd.  
 
     Ver se 5.  Thi s i nci t es Jesus'  accuser s.  They do not  accept  
t hi s ver di ct .  They ar e det er mi ned t o see t o Hi s deat h wi t h 
what ever  i t  t akes.  They mor e vi ol ent l y accuse Jesus of  st i r r i ng up 
t he whol e nat i on,  whi ch st ar t ed i n Gal i l ee.  
 
     Ver ses 6, 7.  Pi l at e i s f or ced t o accept  t he f act  t hat  t hese 
accuser s wi l l  onl y get  wor se -  t hat  t hey ar e capabl e of  accusi ng 
hi m ( Pi l at e)  bef or e Caesar .  He knows Jesus i s i nnocent  and seems 
moved by Jesus'  pr esence.  He does not  r el ease Jesus.  Hear i ng t he 
name Gal i l ee,  he t akes t hi s oppor t uni t y t o send Jesus t o Her od,  
hi s bei ng t he r ul er  of  Gal i l ee.  Pi l at e hopes t o r el i eve hi s 
r esponsi bi l i t y i n t hi s case.  Her od was i n Jer usal em at  t hat  t i me.  
 
     Ver ses 8, 9.  Her od had r epeat edl y hear d of  Jesus'  act i vi t i es 
i n t he ar eas He was i n char ge of .  Because of  t he mi r acl es and 
heal i ngs,  he had want ed t o see Hi m i n per son.  At  one poi nt ,  Her od 
had f ear ed He was John t he Bapt i st  come back t o l i f e ( Her od was 
r esponsi bl e f or  t he Bapt i st  bei ng beheaded) .  Now he seemed t o be 
mer el y cur i ous -  t o see how Jesus per f or med a mi r acl e.  Though at  
an ear l i er  t i me,  Her od seemed i nt er est ed i n t he message f r om God 
t hat  John pr eached.  Now he was mer el y cur i ous and so set  i n hi s 
si nf ul  ways t hat  Jesus spoke not  a si ngl e wor d t o hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 10, 11.  The chi ef  pr i est s and scr i bes accuse Jesus wi t h 
gr eat  anger .  Her od i s awar e t hat  Jesus di d not  do any of  t hese 
t hi ngs i n hi s t er r i t or y or  he woul d have known about  i t  l ong 
bef or e now.  Her od does not  sent ence Jesus t o deat h or  pr onounce 
Hi m i nnocent .  He di d not  l i ke t he f act  t hat  Jesus r ef used t o even 
do a si ngl e mi r acl e,  or  answer  hi s quest i ons -  so he al ong wi t h 
hi s sol di er s t r eat  Jesus wi t h cont empt ,  mocki ng Hi m.  By put t i ng a 
r oyal  gar ment  on Hi m,  t hey mock Hi s cl ai ms t o be Ki ng of  t he Jews  
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-  t hen He i s sent  back t o Pi l at e.  
 
     Ver se 12.  By hi s act i on,  Pi l at e had r emoved t he l ong- st andi ng 
i l l  f eel i ng bet ween hi m and Her od.  
 
     Ver ses 13- 16.  Hopi ng t o evade hi s r esponsi bi l i t y i n t hi s 
mat t er  by sendi ng Jesus t o Her od,  Pi l at e has f ai l ed.  Now t hat  
Jesus had been sent  back wi t hout  r esol ut i on,  Pi l at e begi ns t o gi ve 
i n t o t he cr y of  t he cr owd.  Even t hough bot h Her od and he had 
f ound no puni shabl e f aul t  i n Jesus,  he was pr epar ed t o have Jesus 
whi pped and t hen r el eased as a compr omi se.  He hoped t hi s woul d 
sat i sf y t he Jewi sh l eader s,  and br i ng about  t he sympat hy of  t he 
cr owd.  
 
     Ver ses 17- 19.  By t hi s t i me,  t he mul t i t ude had been i nci t ed 
agai nst  Jesus by t he vi ol ent  out cr y of  t he Jewi sh l eader s.  Ther e 
seems t o be no way t hey wi l l  compr omi se.  Pi l at e of f er s t hem a 
choi ce of  r el easi ng Bar abbas ( a known r ebel  and mur der er )  or  
Jesus;  t hey choose Bar abbas'  r el ease -  and Jesus'  execut i on.  
 
     Ver ses 20, 21.  Pi l at e was convi nced of  Jesus'  i nnocence,  and 
had a secr et  f ear  of  Hi m so t hat  he di dn' t  yet  gi ve i n compl et el y 
t o t he cr owd.  He had been moved by t he nobi l i t y and cal mness of  
Jesus'  demeanor ,  dur i ng al l  t hat  t he Jewi sh aut hor i t i es so angr i l y 
and obst i nat el y accused Hi m of  and cr i ed out  f or  Hi s deat h.  Al l  
t hat  Pi l at e di d t o sat i sf y t he cr owd was i n vai n -  t hey cont i nued 
t o cr y out  " Cr uci f y Hi m! "  
 
     Ver se 22.  For  t he 3r d t i me,  Pi l at e decl ar es Jesus i nnocent .  
Agai n he of f er s t o chast i se and t hen r el ease Hi m,  hopi ng t hey wi l l  
be sat i sf i ed wi t h such a bl oody beat i ng.  John 19: 1 i ndi cat es t hat  
Jesus was beat en,  hopi ng t hi s wi l l  cal m t he Jews.  
 
     Ver ses 23, 24.  The cont i nued out cr y of  t he cr owd was f or  deat h 
t o Jesus;  t hi s f or ced Pi l at e i n hi s f ear  of  an i nsur r ect i on,  a 
r i ot  on t he par t  of  t hi s mass of  bl oodt hi r st y Jews,  t o f i nal l y 
gi ve i n t o t hei r  demand.  
 
     Ver se 25.  Pi l at e gave i n t o Hi s f ear  of  l osi ng hi s j ob and  
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what  t hi s cr owd woul d do t o Hi m and i f  he r ef used t hei r  demand.  
What ever  hi s t r ue j udgment  of  what  was r i ght  and j ust  was dr i ven 
out  by f ear .  He had Bar abbas r el eased,  and Jesus was or der ed t o be 
cr uci f i ed.  
     The maj or i t y of  t he Jewi sh nat i on had r ej ect ed t hei r  Messi ah,  
choosi ng l i f e f or  t he mur der er ,  Bar abbas.  A f ew t housand af t er  
Pent ecost  accept ed Jesus as t hei r  Savi or ,  but  t he nat i on as a 
whol e cont i nued t o choose l eader s of  vi ol ence and r ebel l i on 
agai nst  Roman aut hor i t y.  Thi s di r ect l y l ed t o t hei r  f i nal  and 
br ut al  dest r uct i on at  t he hands of  t he r el ent l ess Roman ar my f r om 
66- 70 A. D.  
 
     Each i ndi vi dual  st i l l  must  choose -  t he way of  si n or  of  
sal vat i on.  To choose sel f i shl y i s l i ke choosi ng Bar abbas -  a l i f e 
wi t hout  r est r ai nt .  
     Choosi ng sal vat i on i s choosi ng t he Savi or  -  t he pat h of  
f or gi veness,  and peace wi t h God,  and a l i f e of  unsel f i sh ser vi ce 
t owar d God and men.  
     At  t he same t i me,  t he choi ce i ncl udes one' s dest i nat i on at  
t he end of  t hi s l i f e.  What  one sows on ear t h one r eaps her eaf t er .  
     Jesus coul d have,  at  any moment ,  put  a st op t o what  was 
happeni ng t o Hi m.  Ther ef or e at  ever y moment ,  He chose t o st ay on 
t he pat h of  suf f er i ng and deat h,  because He knew what  et er nal  
val ue Hi s l i f e and deat h meant  -  t he br i ngi ng of  r econci l i at i on 
bet ween God and man.  I t  was t he onl y way t o pay t he pr i ce f or  
ot her ' s si ns,  and He knew He was t he onl y one,  t he si nl ess Lamb of  
God,  t hat  coul d wi t h Hi s deat h,  pay f or  our  l i ves.  He coul d see 
t he i nf i ni t e r ewar d and Hi s r et ur n t o gl or y wi t h t he Fat her .  
     Even so we shoul d t r y t o keep st eadf ast  t hr ough what ever  
t r i al s,  or  per secut i on,  we f ace and keep i n our  hear t  t he vi si on 
of  our  f ut ur e and et er nal  l i f e wi t h God and Jesus and al l  t he 
sai nt s and angel s.  
     Amen.  
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     Luke 23: 26- 49.  On t he Way t o Cal var y.  
     Af t er  t hr ee year s of  openl y mi ni st er i ng by wor d and deed t o 
t he physi cal  and spi r i t ual  needs of  t he Jewi sh peopl e,  of f er i ng 
t hem f or gi veness and sal vat i on,  and et er nal  l i f e,  Jesus had heal ed 
many physi cal  ai l ment s and del i ver ed many f r om t he cont r ol  of  
demons.  Hi s was a mi ni st r y of  l i ght  i n a dar k wor l d.  Yet  t he 
maj or i t y of  t he peopl e l oved t he dar kness and wor ked t oget her  t o 
put  out  t he l i ght .  Thus was Jesus l ed away f r om t he ci t y t o be put  
t o deat h.  
 
     Ver se 26.  Jesus had t o car r y Hi s cr oss f r om Pi l at e' s pal ace 
t o t he pl ace of  execut i on.  He had had no sl eep.  He had endur ed t he 
agony i n t he Gar den,  t hen t he ar r est ,  t he t r i al s,  and f i nal l y t he 
condemnat i on,  t he whi ppi ng,  and t hen t he cr oss -  He was wi t hout  a 
doubt  exhaust ed,  i nj ur ed,  bl eedi ng,  as He wal ked t hr ough t he 
nar r ow st r eet s of  Jer usal em.  I t  was pr obabl y t he sol di er s'  f ear  
t hat  He woul d pass out  or  even di e,  t hat  t hey f or ced a passi ng 
Cyr eni an named Si mon t o car r y t he cr oss of  Jesus.  
 
     Ver se 27.  The news of  Hi s ar r est  and t r i al  bef or e Pi l at e had 
soon r eached ever y par t  of  t he ci t y,  br i ngi ng a gr eat  cr owd of  
peopl e t o see t he si t uat i on.  A vast  mul t i t ude was on hand t o 
obser ve t he pat h t o t he pl ace of  cr uci f i xi on known as Gol got ha,  
t he pl ace of  t he skul l .  A gr oup of  sympat het i c women wer e 
f ol l owi ng Hi m as cl osel y as possi bl e and weepi ng f or  Hi m.  
 
     Ver ses 28- 30.  Thi s br i ngs t he deepest  pi t y f r om Jesus f or  t he 
peopl e of  Jer usal em,  who by t hei r  r ej ect i on of  Hi m,  wer e br i ngi ng 
j udgment  f r om God.  He st ops and t ur ns t owar d t hem,  t el l i ng t hem t o 
cr y,  not  f or  Hi m,  but  f or  t hemsel ves and t hei r  chi l dr en.  The pi t y 
t hey have f or  Hi m i s good,  but  i s mi spl aced,  because Jesus knows 
t he pl i ght  t hey wi l l  be i n wi l l  be f ar  wor se f or  t hem and t hei r  
chi l dr en i n t he comi ng dest r uct i on.  Wer e t hey t o see and 
under st and t hi s i t  mi ght  l ead t o bel i ef  and r epent ance f or  at  
l east  some of  t hem.  
     Thi s i s dr amat i cal l y emphasi zed by Jesus sayi ng t hat  t he 
bar r en women wi l l  suf f er  l ess,  si nce t hey wi l l  not  have t o 
exper i ence t he suf f er i ng of  t hei r  chi l dr en.  
     What  was t r adi t i onal l y consi der ed a cur se woul d t hen be a 
bl essi ng.  These t hi ngs t ook pl ace i n t he war  wi t h Rome whi ch  
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br ought  an end t o t he nat i on of  I sr ael  and dest r uct i on of  bot h 
t empl e and ci t y.  
 
     Ver se 31.  I t  goes agai nst  nat ur e and common sense t o bur n 
gr een wood -  yet  t he I nnocent  One,  t he Son of  God endur es 
suf f er i ng and deat h.  How much wor se wi l l  be t he f at e of  a gui l t y 
nat i on who l i ke dr i ed out  wood wi l l  be bur ned i n t he comi ng 
j udgment .  
     I n t he l ast  pat h of  Jesus,  i n Hi s own suf f er i ng and agony,  He 
yet  r eaches out  t o war n and cal l  f or  r epent ance f or  t hose who 
sur r ound Hi m.  He war ns t hat  t hei r  deci si on about  Hi m as Messi ah,  
wi l l  deci de t hei r  f at e.  I f  t hey per si st  i n r ej ect i ng Hi m,  onl y 
ul t i mat e dest r uct i on and deat h awai t  t hem.  Jesus r eveal s no sor r ow 
or  compl ai nt  about  Hi s si t uat i on on t he way t o execut i on.  Hi s 
concer n r emai ns t owar d ot her s.  
 
     Ver se 32.  Now war ned f or  t he l ast  t i me,  Jesus i s l ed onwar d,  
al ong wi t h t wo ot her  condemned cr i mi nal s al so t o be cr uci f i ed.  
     Sympat hy f or  Jesus i n Hi s suf f er i ng and deat h i s compl et el y 
out  of  pl ace,  si nce i t  was Hi s chosen wor k of  r edempt i on f or  us 
and by Hi s r esur r ect i on and ascensi on t o t he r i ght  hand of  God i n 
power  and maj est y.  Onl y r epent ance and si ncer e f ai t h i n Hi s 
f i ni shed wor k i s t he cor r ect  r esponse.  Anyone who r ej ect s Hi m 
shoul d mor e r i ght l y weep f or  t he j udgment  whi ch wi l l  at  some poi nt  
over t ake t hem as di d t he j udgment  come upon t he nat i on of  I sr ael  
f or  t he r ej ect i on f or  t hei r  Messi ah.  
 
     Luke 23: 33- 49.  The Cr uci f i xi on.  
     Fr om t he per f ect i on of  Hi s l i f e,  t o Hi s sacr i f i ce as t he Lamb 
of  God,  we see I sai ah' s pr ophecy come t o pass,  " He i s despi sed and 
r ej ect ed of  men:  a man of  sor r ows and acquai nt ed wi t h gr i ef ;  and 
we hi d,  as i t  wer e,  our  f aces f r om Hi m:  He was despi sed,  and we 
est eemed Hi m not . . . He was wounded f or  our  t r ansgr essi ons,  He was 
br ui sed f or  our  i ni qui t i es;  t he chast i sement  of  our  peace was upon 
Hi m,  and wi t h Hi s st r i pes we ar e Heal ed. "  ( I sai ah 53: 3- 5.  
 
     Ver se 33.  Luke does not  r ecor d ever y det ai l  of  t he 
cr uci f i xi on.  Luke r ecor ds t hat  He was cr uci f i ed bet ween t wo 
cr i mi nal s -  t hus number ed wi t h t he t r ansgr essor s.  Cr uci f i xi on was  
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t he most  cr uel  and agoni zi ng f or m of  execut i on ever  i magi ned -  i t  
usual l y t ook 2- 3 days.  The physi cal  pai n i nvol ved coul d onl y 
f ai nt l y r ef l ect  t he spi r i t ual  suf f er i ng as He t ook upon Hi msel f  
t he si n of  al l  manki nd.  
 
     Ver se 34.  I t  i s necessar y t hat  t he account s of  al l  f our  
Gospel s be t aken t oget her ,  t o get  t he f ul l  account  of  what  Jesus 
bot h suf f er ed and spoke.  Onl y Luke r ecor ds Jesus pr ayi ng f or  
f or gi veness f or  Hi s enemi es.  
     I n answer  t o t hi s pr ayer ,  God gave t he peopl e of  Jer usal em 40 
mor e year s t o r ead t he si gns of  Pent ecost ,  t he mi ni st r y of  t he 
apost l es and ot her s,  t o t ur n t o bel i ef  i n Jesus as Savi or .  Though 
t housands wer e saved,  st i l l  t he maj or i t y chose t hei r  own way,  
whi ch l ed onl y t o dest r uct i on.  
     Luke al so ment i ons t hat  t he sol di er s di vi ded Hi s cl ot hes 
among t hemsel ves,  but  cast  l ot s f or  Hi s coat  -  not  wi shi ng t o t ear  
i t .  Ever yt hi ng was t aken f r om Hi m:  Ever y ear t hl y possessi on as 
wel l  as Hi s l i f e.  
 
     Ver se 35.  Hundr eds of  t housands of  Jews had come i nt o 
Jer usal em t o t ake par t  i n t he gr eat  Passover  f est i val ;  t hey l ooked 
on f r om a di st ance at  what  was t aki ng pl ace.  Led by t he Jewi sh 
l eader s,  t hey mocked Hi m,  sayi ng " He saved ot her s,  l et  Hi m save 
Hi msel f ;  I f  He i s t he Chr i st ,  t he chosen of  God. " .  
     That  He does not  wi el d Hi s supposed spi r i t ual  power  t o save 
Hi msel f  and over power  Hi s enemi es must  mean t hat  He i s not  t he 
Messi ah.  The suf f er i ng ser vant  i s compl et el y f or ei gn t o t hei r  
t hi nki ng -  as t hey mi ssed t he whol e poi nt  of  t hei r  sacr i f i ci al  
syst em,  and especi al l y t he most  i mpor t ant  l esson of  t he 
sacr i f i ci al  l amb of  t he Passover  i t sel f .  
 
     Ver ses 36, 37.  The sol di er s al so mocked Jesus,  maki ng f un of  
Hi s cl ai ms t o bei ng Ki ng of  t he Jews;  what  ki nd of  ki ng was He i f  
he had no power  or  aut hor i t y t o pr event  Hi s execut i on? 
 
     Ver se 38.  Pi l at e had or der ed a si gn be made t hat  i ndi cat ed 
Jesus'  cr i me t hat  caused Hi m t o be execut ed -  The Ki ng of  t he Jews 
-  Pi l at e f ound no l egi t i mat e cr i me.  The Jewi sh aut hor i t i es i n John 
19: 21 r ej ect ed t hi s act i on,  and r equest ed Pi l at e t o t ake t hi s si gn  
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down -  he r ef used.  I n get t i ng back at  t hese f anat i cs agai nst  
Jesus,  he r ecor ded t he t r ut h,  Jesus as ki ng of  t he Jews -  not  i n 
an ear t hl y sense,  but  t he Messi ah -  ki ng of  a spi r i t ual  and 
ever l ast i ng ki ngdom.  Thi s he r ecogni zed as t he ki ngdom t he 
maj or i t y of  t he nat i on r ej ect ed.  
 
     Ver ses 39- 44.  One of  t he ot her  t wo condemned cr i mi nal s al so 
r epeat ed t he cont empt  t owar d Jesus.  One on t he ot her  hand was 
somehow moved by t he demeanor  and di gni t y of  t he Savi or ,  and 
r ebuked hi s f el l ow cr i mi nal  f or  hi s har sh l anguage t owar d Jesus.  
He r ecogni zed Jesus as i nnocent  -  and hi s own case,  t hat  he and 
t he ot her  cr i mi nal  ar e bei ng puni shed j ust l y f or  t hei r  cr i mes,  but  
t hat  Jesus i s suf f er i ng unj ust l y.  
 
     Ver ses 42, 43.  Thi s man,  i n hi s l ast  moment s of  l i f e,  r eached 
out  t o Jesus t he wor d of  f ai t h t hat  Jesus woul d have mer cy on hi m,  
and f or gi ve hi s si ns,  even t o et er nal  l i f e.  He r equest ed t hat  
Jesus r emember  hi m when He came i nt o Hi s gl or y.  The f ai t h,  however  
smal l ,  br ought  Jesus t o pr omi se t hat  on t hat  ver y day He woul d be 
wi t h Hi m i n Par adi se,  as a r edeemed one.  
 
     Ver ses 44, 45.  Jesus had f aced t he comi ng agony and cont i nued 
on t he pat h t o i t .  He had t o endur e t he absol ut e f or sakenness of  
God t o bear  t he si ns of  al l  humani t y.  Nat ur e al so r ef l ect ed t he 
vast  dar kness of  si n i n t he hour s of  Hi s suf f er i ng.  I t  was dar k 
appr oxi mat el y f r om 12 -  3: 00 P. M. ,  and an ear t hquake shook t he 
r ocks cl ose by -  and t or e t he vei l  i n t he t empl e bet ween t he hol y 
pl ace and t he hol y of  hol i es.  Thi s was a si gn t hat  t he of f er i ng of  
t he per f ect  Lamb of  God made a way f or  ever y r epent ant  and 
bel i evi ng si nner  t o ent er  i nt o di r ect  communi cat i on wi t h God.  I t  
al so i ndi cat ed t hat  t he Ol d Di spensat i on,  whi ch had pr epar ed and 
poi nt ed t o t he way of  sal vat i on,  had f i nal l y been f ul f i l l ed by t he 
compl et ed wor k of  Jesus,  t he ver y Son of  God.  
 
     Ver se 46.  Mat t hew and Mar k r ecor d t hat  Jesus cal l ed out ,  " My 
God,  my God,  why hast  Thou f or saken Me?"  He was exper i enci ng God 
t ur ni ng Hi s back on Hi m.  As t he dar kness ended He cr i ed out ,  " I t  
i s f i ni shed, "  ( John 19: 30) ,  t hen di ed,  wi t h t he wor ds " Fat her ,  
i nt o Thy hands I  commend my spi r i t . "  Hi s deat h compl et ed t he  
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wor k He was sent  t o do.  He had of f er ed Hi msel f  up as t he per f ect  
Sacr i f i ce and He di ed.  
 
     Ver se 47.  The Roman sol di er  who was i n char ge of  t he 
cr uci f i xi on was moved by t he cal m and accept i ng pr ayer s and 
demeanor  of  Jesus -  and hei ght ened by t he unusual  dar kness and 
ear t hquake.  He sai d al oud,  " Tr ul y t hi s was a r i ght eous man. "  
 
     Ver se 48.  Many who went  t o wat ch t he spect acl e of  t he 
cr uci f i xi on cer t ai nl y exper i enced f ear  and conf usi on when dar kness 
and t he ear t hquake t ook pl ace.  Thi s suggest ed a comi ng of  ot her  
si gns of  cal ami t y.  Hopef ul l y many al so r eal i zed t hat  Jesus was 
sur el y i nnocent ,  whi l e t hey wer e gui l t y of  bei ng par t y t o causi ng 
t hi s execut i on.  Most  l i kel y i t  was many of  t hi s cr owd t hat  wer e 
conver t ed on t he day of  Pent ecost .  Thi s may al so have pr event ed 
t he Jewi sh aut hor i t i es f r om i mmedi at el y t aki ng hol d of  t he 
apost l es and f i r st  Chr i st i ans.  
 
     Ver se 49.  Most  of  Jesus'  f ol l ower s,  f r om conf usi on and gr i ef ,  
onl y obser ved f r om a di st ance.  Jesus'  mot her  and some ot her  women 
and John wer e at  t he cr oss dur i ng t he whol e or deal  ( John 14: 25) .  
 
     By descr i bi ng t he f al l  of  man i nt o si n,  and emphasi zi ng t he 
Pur e hol i ness of  God,  i t  was essent i al  t hat  t he pr i ce must  be pai d 
by a Redeemer .  By t he cer emoni al  of f er i ngs of  t he Nat i on of  I sr ael  
and t he numer ous pr omi ses and pr opheci es of  t he Ol d Test ament ,  God 
had pr epar ed t he way f or  t he sacr i f i ce of  t he Hol y One,  Hi s Son.  
Hi s deat h f or ms t he base of  t he New Test ament ,  and becomes t he 
cent r al  poi nt  of  man' s onl y way of  r econci l i at i on wi t h God,  t he 
Fat her .  
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     Luke 23: 50- 56.  The Bur i al .  
     Jesus had commended Hi s spi r i t  t o t he Fat her .  He had 
compl et ed t he wor k He was sent  t o do.  The pat h of  ser vi ng,  
suf f er i ng,  humi l i at i on,  and deat h was done and bef or e l ong Hi s 
vi ct or y woul d be r eveal ed i n Hi s r esur r ect i on.  Hi s body was car ed 
f or  by f ai t hf ul  f ol l ower s.  As pr ophecy f or et ol d,  he was condemned 
t o deat h al ong wi t h cr i mi nal s,  yet  Hi s gr ave was t hat  of  a r i ch 
man i n a new r ock hewn t omb bel ongi ng t o Joseph of  Ar i mat haea.  
 
     Ver ses 50- 53.  Though publ i cl y not  an acknowl edged f ol l ower  
yet  i n secr et  he was ( Mat t hew 27: 57) ,  Joseph was a member  of  t he 
Sanhedr i n,  a r i ght eous man who l ooked f or  t he comi ng ki ngdom of  
God.  He di sagr eed wi t h what  t hat  gr oup had caused t o happen t o 
Jesus.  I t  must  have been a gr eat  f r ust r at i on t hat  Jesus was put  t o 
deat h by t hei r  act i ons.  I n sor r ow and deep l ove and concer n,  he 
asked Pi l at e f or  per mi ssi on t o t ake t he body of  Jesus and bur y i t .  
Anot her  l eader  i n t he Sanhedr i n,  Ni codemus,  al so a secr et  
f ol l ower ,  went  t o t he pl ace of  execut i on.  They t ook t he body down 
f r om t he cr oss,  pr epar ed i t  wi t h myr r h and al oes,  wr apped i t  i n 
f i ne l i nen and l ai d i t  i n t he new t omb Joseph had pai d t o be 
car ved out .  
 
     Ver se 54.  Jesus had di ed about  3: 00 i n t he af t er noon.  By t he 
t i me t he body was l ai d t o r est ,  i t  was near  sunset ,  t he begi nni ng 
of  t he new Jewi sh day -  i n t hi s i nst ance,  t he begi nni ng of  t he 
Sabbat h ( Sat ur day) .  
 
     Ver ses 55, 56.  Though t he women f r om Gal i l ee had f ol l owed 
Jesus t hr ough Hi s deat h,  t hey di d not  i nt er f er e wi t h t he bur i al ,  
but  f ol l owed Joseph and Ni codemus,  not i ng car ef ul l y wher e Jesus'  
body was l ai d.  They i nt ended t o go t her e af t er  t he Sabbat h,  t o 
t ender l y t ake spi ces and oi nt ment  t o f ur t her  pr eser ve Hi s body.  
They had t o qui ckl y make pr epar at i on.  They di d not  have enough so 
af t er  t he Sabbat h was over  t he f ol l owi ng eveni ng,  t hey bought  t he 
r est  of  what  was needed ( Mar k 16: 1)  -  t hey pl an t o t ake t hese t o 
t he t omb t he f ol l owi ng mor ni ng.  
 
     Ver ses 1- 3.  By t he mor ni ng of  t he f i r st  day of  t he week -  t he  
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women had made pr epar at i ons and gat her ed t he suppl i es needed t o 
compl et e t he bur i al  t r eat ment  of  t he body of  Jesus.  At  f i r st  
l i ght ,  t hey went  t o t he t omb wi t h t hese suppl i es.  They wer en' t  
cer t ai n about  r ol l i ng t he st one t hat  cl osed t he t omb.  To t hei r  
sur pr i se,  t he st one was al r eady r ol l ed asi de.  They went  i n,  onl y 
t o f i nd t hat  t he body of  Jesus was no l onger  t her e.  
 
     Ver ses 4- 8.  They st ood,  not  under st andi ng what  coul d have 
possi bl y t aken pl ace.  They wer e not  l ef t  i n doubt  f or  l ong.  God 
had sent  t wo angel s t o t el l  t hem t he gl ad t i di ngs,  even as t hey 
had announced Hi s bi r t h.  They announce t hat  He has r i sen f r om t he 
dead.  The women had t he nor mal  r eact i on t o t hese shi ni ng bei ngs -  
t hey bowed down i n f ear .  The angel s'  quest i on,  " Why seek ye t he 
l i vi ng among t he dead?" ,  shows t hat  Jesus was not  t o be f ound 
wher e Hi s body was l ai d,  but  t hat  He l i ves.  They r emi nded t hem 
t hat  Jesus had t ol d Hi s f ol l ower s,  whi l e st i l l  i n Gal i l ee,  t hat  He 
was t o be cr uci f i ed,  and t hat  on t he 3r d day,  He woul d ar i se.  
     Obvi ousl y,  t he di sci pl es and ot her  f ol l ower s had not  been 
abl e t o accur at el y per cei ve t he r eal i zat i on of  t hese event s.  The 
angel s si mpl y announce t hat  He l i ves,  t hat  He has ar i sen -  t hei r  
r epl y gent l y admoni shes t he women f or  seeki ng t he l i vi ng Savi or  
among t he dead.  
     The execut i on of  Jesus had l ef t  t hem al l  i n conf usi on and 
sor r ow.  The announcement  of  t he angel s br ought  up t hei r  memor y of  
what  Jesus had Hi msel f  pr ophesi ed concer ni ng Hi s suf f er i ng,  deat h,  
and r esur r ect i on t he 3r d day.  
 
     Ver ses 9, 10.  Luke doesn' t  ment i on t he vi si t s t o t he t omb t hat  
ar e ment i oned i n t he ot her  Gospel s.  He t el l s t he exper i ence of  t he 
women who encount er ed t he angel s and t hei r  message.  They t ake t he 
news t o t he di sci pl es.  Luke onl y emphasi zes t hat  t he t omb was 
f ound empt y and t hat  t wo angel s pr ocl ai med t hat  Jesus had r i sen.  
Jesus had many t i mes spoken of  r i si ng on t he 3r d day.  Now at  t he 
empt y t omb,  wi t h t he announcement  f r om t he cel est i al  messenger s,  
t hei r  mi nds wer e r emi nded of  t he Savi or ' s wor ds,  i n t he mi dst  of  
t hei r  sor r ow and conf usi on.  
 
     Ver ses 9, 10.  Luke doesn' t  descr i be t he det ai l s of  ot her  
vi si t s t o t he empt y t omb ment i oned i n t he ot her  Gospel  nar r at i ves.   
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Hi s mai n poi nt  was t hat  t he f i r st  vi si t or s t o t he t omb f ound i t  
empt y and wer e t ol d t he gl or i ous news of  t he Savi or ' s 
r esur r ect i on.  
 
     Ver ses 11, 12.  When t he women r et ur ned t o t he ci t y,  t hey t ol d 
t he event s t hey had exper i enced.  What  t hey sai d was deemed 
i mpossi bl e,  and f ool i sh women' s t al k ( what ever  t hat  i s) .  They 
coul d not  accept  t he t r ut h of  t hei r  wor ds.  Never t hel ess Pet er  -  
accompani ed by John ( John 20: 2)  r an t o t he t omb and i ndeed f ound 
t he t omb empt y.  Then t hey went  back home -  wonder i ng what  t hi s 
meant .  
     The dar kness and deat h wer e not  st r onger  t han t he Son of  God,  
who ar ose t r i umphant l y f r om t he gr ave.  The Good News of  t he Gospel  
had been pr ocl ai med t hr oughout  Jesus'  publ i c mi ni st r y as a br i ght  
l i ght  i n a dar k wor l d.  Thi s Gospel  has br ought  f or gi veness and 
sal vat i on t o mi l l i ons si nce t hat  t i me,  and wi l l  never  be f ound i n 
any ot her  per son.  Jesus i s t he Way,  t he Tr ut h,  and t he Li f e.  
     Thi s woul d never  have had any power  wi t hout  Hi s r esur r ect i on 
unt o l i f e et er nal  i n a gl or i f i ed body.  I n t he same way,  Jesus 
r ai sed us f r om spi r i t ual  deat h unt o spi r i t ual  l i f e,  t he begi nni ng 
of  et er nal  l i f e,  t o be compl et ed at  our  deat h,  or  at  t he Rapt ur e -  
whi chever  comes f i r st .  
 
     Speci al  Not e:  Put t i ng t he 4 Gospel  account s of  t he 
Resur r ect i on t oget her .  
     1. )  Jesus ar ose ver y ear l y Sunday mor ni ng;  an ear t hquake 
f ol l owed,  t he angel s came and r ol l ed away t he st one ( Mat t hew 28: 2-
4) ;  t he sol di er s guar di ng t he t omb f l ed ( Mat t hew 28: 11) .  
 
     2. )  A l i t t l e l at er ,  Mar y Magdal ene and Mar y t he mot her  of  
James and Sal ome ar r i ved at  t he t omb whi l e anot her  gr oup of  women 
f ol l owed wi t h spi ces.  Mar y Magdal ene get s t o t he t omb f i r st ,  and 
sees t hat  i t  i s empt y and r ushes t o t el l  Pet er  and John ( John 
20: 11) .  The ot her  Mar y and Sal ome came f or war d and encount er  an 
angel  ( Mat t hew 28: 5) .  
 
     3. )  Af t er  t hat ,  t he ot her  women wi t h Joanna come,  t hey see 
bot h angel s and ar e t ol d t hat  Jesus has r i sen ( Luke 24: 1) .  
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     4. )  Mar y Magdal ene t el l s Pet er  and John and t hey r ush t o t he 
t omb ( John 20) .  Mar y f ol l ows t hem and agai n get s t o t he t omb,  but  
t he ot her s have al r eady l ef t .  
 
     5. )  She i s cr yi ng i n gr i ef  when t he t wo angel s ask her  why 
she i s cr yi ng.  Af t er  t hi s she sees Jesus,  and at  f i r st  t hi nks He 
i s t he gar dener ,  t hen wor shi ps Hi m ( John 20: 14) .  
 
     6. )  The ot her  women t ol d t he ot her  di sci pl es what  t hey had 
seen and hear d -  but  wer e not  t aken ser i ousl y ( Luke 24: 11) .  
 
     7. )  Lat er  Jesus meet s t hese women ( Mat t hew 28: 9) .  
 
     8. )  Lat er ,  Jesus appear ed t o Pet er  al one ( Luke 24: 14 and 1 
Cor i nt hi ans 15: 5) .  
 
     9. )  Towar ds eveni ng on t he way t o Emmaus,  t wo di sci pl es see 
Jesus.  
 
     10. )  Lat er  t hat  eveni ng,  al l  t he di sci pl es ( except  Thomas)  
see Jesus ( Luke 24: 26- 43;  John 20: 19- 24) .  
 
     11. )  A week l at er ,  He agai n appear ed t o t he whol e gr oup,  
i ncl udi ng Thomas,  who was convi nced ( John 21: 1- 23) .  
 
     12. )  Dur i ng t he f or t y days bef or e Hi s ascensi on,  Jesus 
appear ed i n Gal i l ee t o t he seven di sci pl es at  t he Sea of  Gal i l ee 
( John 21: 1- 23) .  
 
     13. )  He al so appear ed t o 500 of  Hi s f ol l ower s i n Gal i l ee 
( f r om t he command i n Mar k 16: 7) .  
 
     14. )  Jesus made a speci al  appear ance t o Paul  ( Act s 4: 3- 6)  on 
hi s way t o per secut e Chr i st i ans i n Damascus.  
 
     15. )  Jesus f i nal l y appear ed t o John when he was exi l ed and 
ol d on Pat mos ( Revel at i on 1: 10- 19) .  
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     Undeni abl e Fact s about  t he Resur r ect i on 
     1. )  Had Jesus not  r i sen and appear ed many t i mes t o Hi s 
f ol l ower s,  woul d t he chur ch have f or med and gr own,  by t he j oy,  
power  and devot i on of  t hose f ol l ower s,  who at  f i r st  wer e conf used,  
despondent ,  and af r ai d.  Even f aced wi t h per secut i on and deat h,  
t hey woul d not  deny t hei r  f ai t h and cer t ai nt y of  t he r i sen Chr i st .  
 
     2. )  The f act  t hat  t he New Test ament  was wr i t t en.  Woul d i t  
have been wr i t t en about  one who cl ai med t o be t he Messi ah but  who 
was put  t o deat h as a cr i mi nal ? Ever y wor d of  t he New Test ament  
was based on f i r m convi ct i on of  t he r i sen Chr i st  who ascended t o 
heaven t o si t  at  t he r i ght  hand of  God t he Fat her  as Hi s onl y 
begot t en Son,  who had sacr i f i ced Hi s l i f e f or  si nf ul  man.  
 
     3. )  The empt y t omb.  I f  Hi s enemi es had r emoved Hi s body,  i t  
woul d onl y benef i t  t hem i f  i t  was pr oduced t o pr ove t hat  Jesus had 
not  r i sen.  To t hi nk t hat  any f ol l ower  of  Jesus woul d st eal  t he 
body and t hen pr ocl ai m Hi s r esur r ect i on,  and j oyf ul l y be wi l l i ng 
t o di e f or  Hi m,  knowi ng t hat  i t  was a f r aud,  and t hat  He r eal l y 
had di ed and st ayed dead -  unr easonabl e,  unt hi nkabl e.  
 
     4. )  The f act  t hat  t he day of  r est  and wor shi p i n t he 
begi nni ng chur ch was on Sunday,  t he f i r st  day of  t he week -  t hi s 
was cont r ar y t o t he cent ur i es ol d Sabbat h day of  wor shi p and t he 
r est  of  t he Jews.  The r esur r ect i on was t he onl y r eason,  f or  Jesus 
ar ose on t he t hi r d day -  Sunday.  
 
     5. )  The t est i mony i n t he hear t  of  ever y bel i ever  by t he Hol y 
Spi r i t  t hat  Jesus l i ves as Lor d and Savi or ,  whet her  t hey be young 
or  ol d,  educat ed or  not ,  r i ch or  poor ,  what ever  t i me t hey l i ved,  
what ever  l anguage t hey spoke,  wher ever  t hey l i ved,  we al l  have t he 
dai l y exper i ence of  assur ance t hat  Jesus i s t he r i sen and ascended 
Savi or  -  because he l i ves wi t hi n our  hear t s.  
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     Luke 24: 13- 50.  
 
     Luke 24: 13- 35.  The Tr i p t o Emmaus.  
     Luke does not  r ecor d al l  t he occasi ons t hat  Jesus appear ed.  
He f ocuses on one t hat  t ook pl ace on t he r oad t o Emmaus.  Two mai n 
poi nt s ar e emphasi zed -  a cl ear  descr i pt i on of  t he t hought s and 
f eel i ngs of  t hese t wo f ol l ower s,  and how Jesus by wor d and deed 
showed t hem t he pr opheci es and t he r eal i t y of  t hi s sacr i f i ce and 
Hi s new Li f e.  
 
     Ver se 13.  Two f ol l ower s of  t he Savi or  wer e on t hei r  way home 
t o t he vi l l age of  Emmaus,  about  7 mi l es f r om Jer usal em.  
 
     Ver ses 14- 16.  They expr essed gr eat  sor r ow over  t he event s 
t hey had wi t nessed over  t he l ast  f ew days concer ni ng Jesus.  They 
cal l ed Hi m t hei r  Mast er  and Leader ,  and consi der ed Hi m t he 
pr omi sed Messi ah.  Thei r  expect at i ons seemed t o have i ncl uded Hi s 
power f ul  move t o est abl i sh t he pr ophesi ed Messi ani c ki ngdom.  
I nst ead t hey had hear d and seen t he conf usi ng ar r est ,  t r i al s,  and 
cr uci f i xi on of  Jesus.  And now t he st or i es of  t hose who had seen 
t he empt y t omb and hear d t he wor ds of  angel s concer ni ng Hi s 
r esur r ect i on.  Why was i t  necessar y t hat  He di e;  what  was t he 
meani ng of  t hese new st or i es? 
     As t hey wal ked,  t hey wer e t al ki ng of  t hese t hi ngs,  t r yi ng t o 
make some sense of  t hem.  At  t hi s poi nt  t he r i sen Chr i st  j oi ned 
t hem.  They di d not  r ecogni ze Hi m,  t hi s gl or i f i ed body,  so 
unf ami l i ar  and unexpect ed.  
 
     Ver ses 17- 22.  Jesus asks what  t hey wer e so i nt ent l y 
di scussi ng.  Cl eopas quest i ons as t o how i t  was possi bl e f or  t he 
st r anger  t o have been i n Jer usal em dur i ng t he l ast  f ew days 
wi t hout  knowi ng what  had t aken pl ace.  Jesus per suaded t hem of  Hi s 
genui ne i nt er est ;  t hey unbur dened t hemsel ves about  t hei r  concer n 
of  Jesus bei ng put  t o deat h,  about  Hi s power f ul  mi ni st r y f r om God 
among t he peopl e.  They cl ear l y knew t hat  t he pr i est s and r ul er s 
had caused t he condemnat i on and deat h of  t hei r  Messi ah.  Al l  t hei r  
hopes had di ed wi t h Hi m.  Now t he 3r d day -  al l  possi bi l i t i es of  a 
mi r acl e seemed over .  
 
     Ver ses 23, 24.  The r epor t  of  sever al  women on t he ot her  hand  
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onl y conf used t hi ngs -  f i ndi ng t he t omb empt y,  t he seei ng of  
angel s and hear i ng t hem say t hat  He had r i sen.  Even some of  t he 
di sci pl es had gone t o t he t omb and al so f ound i t  empt y.  But  none 
of  t hem had act ual l y seen t he r i sen Chr i st .  
 
     Ver ses 25- 27.  Af t er  t hey had expr essed t hei r  concer ns,  Jesus 
sof t l y r ebukes t hem f or  bei ng so conf used and sl ow of  hear t  t o 
bel i eve al l  of  t he wi t nesses of  t he pr ophet s who had wr i t t en 
concer ni ng Hi s comi ng t o suf f er  and di e t o r et ur n t o Hi s gl or y 
wi t h t he Fat her ,  and t hus pay f or  t he si n of  manki nd.  The 
Scr i pt ur es poi nt  out  t he r ol e of  t he Redeemer  -  and t hat  i t  went  
beyond deat h t o r esur r ect i on.  
     Jesus pr oceeds t o r emi nd t hem of  al l  t he ver ses i n t he Ol d 
Test ament  t hat  speak of  Hi m and Hi s wor k of  Redempt i on and 
Resur r ect i on.  They descr i bed t hi s exper i ence as t hei r  hear t s 
bur ni ng wi t hi n t hem as He spoke t o t hem -  t r ul y t he wor k of  t he 
Hol y Spi r i t .  
 
     Ver ses 28, 29.  As t hey ar r i ved at  Emmaus,  Jesus cont i nued on 
t he r oad -  t he t wo st r ongl y wi shed Hi m t o st ay wi t h t hem.  They 
ear nest l y asked Hi m t o st ay,  especi al l y si nce i t  was al r eady l at e,  
t owar d eveni ng.  Af t er  i nst r uct i ng t hem on t he way,  cer t ai nl y Jesus 
want ed t o make Hi msel f  known t o t hem.  At  t hei r  i nvi t at i on,  He 
st ayed.  
 
     Ver ses 30, 31.  When t hey had set t l ed down and f ood was 
br ought ,  Jesus t ook t he br ead and gave t hanks t o God,  t hen He 
br oke t he br ead and passed i t  t o t he t wo.  Though t hese t wo may not  
have been at  t he Hol y Communi on i nst i t ut ed by Jesus,  t hey 
cer t ai nl y woul d have been t ol d of  i t  i n det ai l  -  so her e as Jesus 
sai d gr ace and br oke t he br ead,  handi ng i t  t o t hem -  t hey r eal i zed 
t hat  t hei r  guest  was none ot her  t han t he Savi or .  Hi s pur pose 
havi ng succeeded,  Jesus l eaves t hei r  si ght .  Thus t eachi ng t he 
addi t i onal  l esson t hat  He has r i sen,  but  not  unt o onl y physi cal  
l i f e -  but  unt o et er nal  l i f e,  i n gl or i f i ed and spi r i t ual  f or m -  
soon t o ascend t o heaven.  
 
     Ver ses 32- 35.  A moment  of  cl ar i t y comes upon t he t wo men.  
They under st and why t hey had been so moved by t hei r  compani on as  
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He had expl ai ned t hr ough t he Ol d Test ament  Scr i pt ur es,  how t he 
Savi or  must  suf f er  and di e,  but  ar i se on t he 3r d day.  Al l  doubt  and 
mi sgi vi ng wer e r epl aced by cer t ai nt y t hat  t hey wer e now wi t nesses 
of  Hi s r esur r ect i on,  and et er nal  l i f e as t he pr omi sed Messi ah,  and 
Redeemer .  
     They ar e so t hr i l l ed wi t h t he j oy of  t hei r  new- f ound 
exper i ence and f ai t h,  t hat  t hey cannot  cont ai n t hemsel ves.  They 
i mmedi at el y set  out  t o r et ur n t o Jer usal em t o shar e t hei r  j oy.  
They pr obabl y ar r i ved ar ound 9: 00 t hat  eveni ng,  al so hear i ng t he 
r epor t s of  ot her s concer ni ng t he empt y t omb,  t he message of  t he 
angel s,  and t he appear ance t o Pet er .  Cer t ai nl y,  t her eaf t er  t hey 
r el at ed t hei r  own exci t i ng exper i ence wi t h t he r i sen Lor d.  
     Wi t hout  a doubt ,  Jesus st i l l  awai t s us t o i nvi t e Hi m i nt o our  
hear t s and l i ves.  Al so most  cer t ai nl y He wi l l  come i n and gi ve us 
Hi s peace and l ove,  and gr eat  j oy.  
 
     24: 36- 39.  Ot her  Appear ances t o t he Di sci pl es.  
     The t est i moni es of  t he women and t he angel s,  of  Pet er  and t he 
t wo f r om Emmaus,  di d cause hope t o f l ar e up among t he ot her  
f ol l ower s.  Yet  i t  was not  unt i l  Jesus Hi msel f  appear ed t o t hem 
t hat  al l  doubt  was dest r oyed.  
     Thi s was done i n such a dr amat i c and physi cal  way t hat  even 
t he skept i cal  Thomas was t o say " My Lor d,  and my God"  ( John 
20: 28) .  
 
     Ver ses 36, 37.  On t hat  Sunday eveni ng,  t he apost l es and ot her  
di sci pl es wer e gr ouped t oget her  i ndoor s,  t al ki ng about  al l  t he 
happeni ngs r epor t ed t hat  day,  Jesus suddenl y appear ed -  havi ng 
cont r ol  over  Hi s gl or i f i ed body t o super nat ur al l y appear  -  way 
beyond t he abi l i t y of  a nor mal  human body.  
     So sudden and unexpect ed was t hi s appear ance t hat  t hey wer e 
af r ai d,  not  under st andi ng yet  t he f or m of  such a gl or i f i ed body,  
or  what  power  i t  possessed.  At  f i r st  t hey t hought  i t  must  be a 
ghost l y bei ng onl y appear i ng i n t he l i keness of  a human.  
 
     Ver ses 38- 40.  Jesus r ai ses t he quest i on,  " Why ar e ye 
t r oubl ed,  why do your  hear t s quest i on what  you see?"  Jesus cal l s 
upon t hem t o l ook car ef ul l y at  Hi s wounds t o see t hat  i t  i s t r ul y 
He.  " Handl e me -  havi ng f l esh and bones -  unl i ke a spi r i t .  Yet  Hi s  
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was a new and gl or i f i ed body -  ( r ef .  1 Cor i nt hi ans 15: 35- 38,  Paul  
expl ai ns) .  
 
     Ver ses 41- 43.  Thei r  i mmedi at e r eact i on was shocked 
ast oni shment  and j oy -  seemi ng t oo i mpossi bl e t o be t r ue.  To 
r eassur e t hem of  Hi s physi cal  r eal i t y,  Jesus seeks t o r eassur e 
t hem by eat i ng a pi ece of  boi l ed f i sh -  t hat  He had r i sen f r om t he 
dead.  He agai n appear s t o t hem af t er  a week when t he doubt i ng 
Thomas was al so t her e ( John 20: 26- 29) .  
 
     Ver se 44.  Appar ent l y Luke was pl anni ng t o wr i t e a mor e 
compl et e account  of  t he t i me bet ween t he r esur r ect i on and 
ascensi on i n a book t o be named Act s.  So her e he gi ves a ver y 
shor t  account .  He does not  ment i on t he appear ances t o James ( 1 
Cor i nt hi ans 15: 7) ,  t o t he 500 i n Gal i l ee ( 1 Cor i nt hi ans 15: 6) .  He 
her e does not  r ecor d t he pl ace or  t i me but  ment i ons a number  of  
announcement s of  Jesus t o Hi s di sci pl es dur i ng t he 40 days bef or e 
Hi s ascensi on.  He r emi nds t hem t hat  t he event s t hey have wi t nessed 
concer ni ng Hi s t r i al s,  execut i on,  and r esur r ect i on,  wer e t ol d t o 
t hem i n Hi s pr evi ous t eachi ng -  t hat  t hese wer e al so f or et ol d i n 
t he di f f er ent  wr i t i ngs of  t he Ol d Test ament ,  al l  necessar y t o be 
f ul f i l l ed by Hi s l i f e and deat h,  and r esur r ect i on.  
 
     Ver ses 45- 47.  Just  as He had expounded t hese t hi ngs t o t he 
t wo on t he way t o Emmaus,  He now opened t hei r  mi nds t o under st and 
t he whol e poi nt  of  Scr i pt ur e -  t hat  a Savi or  was t o come as t he 
suf f er i ng ser vant ,  t he Lamb of  God who was t o be t he sacr i f i ce f or  
t he si ns of  manki nd,  t hat  r edempt i on woul d be avai l abl e t o t hose 
who woul d cal l  upon Hi s Name f or  f or gi veness,  and t hat  t hi s Good 
News shoul d be pr eached i n Jer usal em t o t he Jews,  and t hen t o al l  
nat i ons.  
 
     Ver se 48.  Jesus cal l s upon t hese wi t nesses t o pr each t hi s 
Gospel  t o t he wor l d.  They ar e t o t el l  what  t hey have seen and 
hear d as t he per sonal  messenger s f r om God.  
 
     Ver se 49.  They ar e cal l ed upon t o wai t  upon t he pr omi se f r om 
t he Fat her  -  t hat  t he Hol y Spi r i t  wi l l  be sent  af t er  Jesus'  
ascensi on.  Thr ough t he power  of  t he Hol y Spi r i t  t hey wi l l  have t he  
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di vi ne st r engt h and wi sdom f or  t hei r  t ask of  spr eadi ng t he t r ut h 
of  what  t hey have seen and hear d concer ni ng t he deat h and 
r esur r ect i on of  t he Chr i st .  Thi s t hey must  wai t  f or  i n Jer usal em.  
     Onl y t he l i vi ng pr esence of  t he r i sen Chr i st  coul d change t he 
sor r ow and conf usi on of  Hi s f ol l ower s i nt o power f ul  pr eacher s of  
t he Gospel  of  Hi s Sacr i f i ce.  
     Al so t oday t he same Jesus gi ves us t he same Spi r i t  t o br i ng 
us i nt o t he new bi r t h and wi t ness t o t he t r ut h of  t he Gospel  of  
f or gi veness and r edempt i on -  of  a new and ever l ast i ng r el at i onshi p 
wi t h God as our  Heavenl y Fat her ,  and Jesus Hi s onl y- begot t en Son.  
That  we may be adopt ed as chi l dr en of  God -  and spr ead t he Good 
News of  t hi s adopt i on and new r el at i onshi p wi t h God,  i n Hi s gr ace,  
and mer cy,  and l ove f or  us -  as seen most  per f ect l y i n t he 
Sacr i f i ce of  Hi s Son f or  us.  
 
     Luke 24: 50- 53.  The Ascensi on.  
     I n t hese l ast  f our  ver ses we see t he l ast  gl or i ous 
af f i r mat i on of  t he t r ut h of  t he Gospel  and t he gl or y of  t he Son of  
God as t he Savi or ,  exal t ed when Hi s wor k on ear t h i n t he f l esh had 
been compl et e.  
 
     Ver ses 50, 51.  Jesus had dur i ng t he 40 days f ol l owi ng Hi s 
r esur r ect i on appear ed t o Hi s f ol l ower s and had t aught  t hem al l  
t hi ngs concer ni ng Hi s wor k as f or et ol d i n t he Scr i pt ur es.  Al l  
doubt  and f ear  had been r epl aced by f ai t h and j oy.  They wer e back 
f r om Gal i l ee t o awai t  t he out pour i ng of  t he Hol y Spi r i t  and t hen 
begi n t he pr eachi ng of  t he Good News.  Now,  He i s t o be exal t ed t o 
t he r i ght  hand of  t he Fat her .  Jesus l eads t he di sci pl es t o a pl ace 
on t he Mount  of  Ol i ves near  Bet hany.  He bl essed t hem,  l i f t i ng up 
Hi s Hands as t he Hi gh Pr i est  di d on f east  days,  He as our  et er nal  
Hi gh Pr i est  pr ayed f or  t hem,  and whi l e t he di sci pl es wat ch 
i nt ent l y wi t h gr at ef ul  hear t s,  He i s t aken up i nt o heaven,  Hi s 
gl or i f i ed body r i si ng,  t i l l  out  of  si ght  among t he heavenl y host  
and t he cl ouds.  
 
     Ver ses 52, 53.  The di sci pl es i n gr eat  awe wor shi pped Hi m as 
Lor d and Savi or  -  knowi ng t hat  t hey wer e wi t nessi ng t he f i nal  and 
t ot al  si gn of  per f ect  appr oval  f r om God,  t he Fat her ,  as He br ought  
Hi s onl y- begot t en Son,  Hi s Hol y and unbl emi shed Lamb t o t he t hr one  
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of  Hi s Gl or y.  
     I n Act s 1,  t he angel  gi ves t he j oyf ul  assur ance t hat  i n l i ke 
manner  Jesus woul d r et ur n t o br i ng t he conquer i ng domi ni on of  God 
and t he est abl i shment  of  Hi s ki ngdom on Ear t h.  
     They al l  r et ur ned t o Jer usal em wi t h j oyf ul  hear t s,  goi ng t o 
t he t empl e r egul ar l y pr ai si ng and t hanki ng t he Heavenl y Fat her  f or  
t he mi ght y wor k accompl i shed by Hi s pr eci ous and per f ect  Son,  t he 
Savi or .  
     Her e Luke ends hi s nar r at i ve at  such a hi gh poi nt  of  t he 
di sci pl es'  j oy and wor shi p.  
     Jesus i s t he same t oday as He was t hat  day -  now i n heaven,  
maki ng i nt er cessi on f or  each bel i ever ,  and Who t hr ough t he 
const ant  wor ki ng of  Hi s spi r i t  bl esses us wi t h Hi s l ove,  wi sdom,  
and gui dance,  bot h now and f or ever  mor e,  Amen.  Even so,  come Lor d 
Jesus.  
     Amen and Amen.  
     The End.  
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     New I nt er nat i onal  Comment ar y 
     Comment ar y on t he Gospel  of  Luke 
     By Nor val  Gel denhays 
     Eer dmans Pub.  Co.  1979 
 
     The New Test ament  Comment ar y 
     Exposi t i on of  t he Gospel  Accor di ng t o Luke 
     By Wi l l i am Hendr i ksen 
     Baker  Book House 1978 
 
     The New Test ament  of  our  Lor d and Savi our  
     Jesus Chr i st  Vol ume I  Mat t hew t o t he Act s 
     By Adam Cl ar ke,  L. L. D. ,  F. S. A.  
     Abi ngdon- Cokesbur y Pr ess 1831 
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     Thi s f at her  and son t eam l i ve i n Lake Ci t y,  Sout h Car ol i na.  
 
     T. O. D.  t aught  f r om t he Gospel  of  Luke at  Par an Bapt i st  Chur ch 
on Hi ghway 341 /  Johnsonvi l l e Hwy i n Lake Ci t y.  Thi s comment ar y i s 
based on t he not es he wr ot e i n pr epar at i on f or  t he l essons.  He was 
an ar t  t eacher  f or  over  30 year s i n Fl or ence School  Di st r i ct  3.  He 
now enj oys spendi ng hi s t i me wi t h hi s wi f e,  and at  hi s st udi o on 
118 Saul s St .  Owen st udi es and t eaches kar at e.  
 
     We woul d al l  l i ke t o t hank God f or  Hi s Wor d and Hi s smal l ,  
st i l l  voi ce i n t he l onel y hour s.  
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